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April 2021 MG Volunteer Meeting Speaker: Dave Zittel
by Carol Ann Harlos

Fifty-two Master Gardeners saw “Food Production: 2021,” Dave 
Zittel’s presentation. Zittel’s fifth generation owns and produces 
wholesale vegetables, dairy products, and flowers.

Their three main businesses include the fresh market vegetable 
production, greenhouse production, and the retail market. The 
family has been in business since 1897 in Eden at 3275 Webster 
Road. The market opened on Camp Road in Hamburg and was 
rebuilt on Southwestern Blvd.

The greenhouse operation is made up of geraniums, ivy, fuchsia, 
vegetative spring plants, liners, all marketed through Ball Seed 
Company.

The farm makes use of the latest techniques in cultural 
practices: plastic biodegradable mulches (two thousand miles of 
biodegradable plastic are laid yearly!), IPM and trickle irrigation 
among them. Snowvember 2014 destroyed the greenhouses. 
In trying to minimize the damage and save the operation, the 
Zittle’s broke glass and slit plastic to no avail. New state of the 
art greenhouses covering 2.2 acres were built with LED lighting 
and a ridge vent much taller than the previous greenhouses. This 
allowed them to get into the rooted liner plant business.

Imagine, twenty-four thousand baskets are shipped to 
Pennsylvania alone! Rooted cuttings are sent all over the country. 
Two million vegetable transplants are grown. (Vegetables must be 
placed in plastic bins, not wooden baskets, as the baskets provide 
surfaces for bacteria to grow. This is an example of the use of 
plastics for safer food.)

Trickle irrigation is used as it saves one-third of the water usage. 
Overhead irrigation loses 30% before it reaches the ground. 
Creeks and ponds serve as water sources.

Beneficial insects used in the greenhouses include:
- Emcarsia formosa, a species of chalcidoid wasp, is a parasitoid 
of whiteflies.
- Neoseiulus cucumeris is a predatory mite used to control thrips.
- Hypoaspis miles, a mite, is a predator of fungus gnats’ pupae.
- Aphidus sp. is a parasitic wasp and is used to control aphids.
Dave has affection and respect for the people who come from afar 
to work here. Some challenges that must be met include:
- H-2A visas which allow foreign national work-ers to come to the 
United States for temporary agricultural work. These workers are 
covered by U.S. wage laws, workers’ compen-sation, etc.
- The need for food safety.
- Increasing regulations involving trucking and environmental 
issues.

Market return is an ongoing issue . States with different minimum 
wages are in competition which, of course, affects pricing. (NYS 
rate is $14.99.) Value added (middlemen) contributes to the rising 
cost of fresh food. Thus, farmer’s markets.

We watched a tomato packaging video and a corn husking video. 
By the way, the husks are fed to heifers ,females that have not yet 
had offspring. Dave also explained the need for Zittel’s to purchase 
corn since they cannot guarantee that their own will be ready for 
sale in time for demand. The money from selling the additional 
corn pays for the husking machine.

Whew! I have such a respect for the hard work and outstanding 
products produced by Zittel’s. I’d bet you do as well!

ANSWER TO A QUESTION
One Master Gardener asked Dave Zittel about the use of ladybugs 
in greenhouses.

They can be used but aren’t the most efficient insects to use in 
this setting. Ladybugs do not provide long-term control because 
they don’t produce many, if any, more generations in each area.

Moreover, the ones sold in large numbers are from California 
where they are harvested. Many of those ‘farmers’ who collect 
them for sale frequently run out of ladybugs in early summer. It is, 
in fact, the ladybug larvae who consume the most insects not the 
adults (10 times as much!)


