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Why I Think Trees Are Important

Trees are very special. Humans and animals need trees to survive. It's important that we take
care of trees.

There are many things that humans use trees for. We need trees for our houses.  Many houses
are made of wood. We use trees for making paper. Without paper we couldn’t make things like
the Bible, textbooks, magazines, newspapers, and letters in time capsules for future generations
to read. Trees are cut-up and used for fuel to keep our homes warm. Trees also produce food
for humans.

Many animals use trees, too. Bears, for example, use trees as back scratchers.  Many types of
rodents, reptiles, avians, and insects live in trees. Animals also hide in tree roots and knot holes
for protection from predators. Beavers cut down trees to build dams and lodges.  Some animals
eat the leaves, berries and nuts from trees.

Without trees, the world would be far more polluted with carbon dioxide. Trees take carbon
dioxide and use the carbon as food and release oxygen. Humans breathe oxygen and breathe
out carbon dioxide.  Humans and trees have a symbiotic relationship.

Iceland has almost no trees. I know because I’ve been there. The vikings used them all up for
their boats, figurines, homes, heating, cooking and weapons!  Icelanders learned how important
trees are.  Without trees the soil blew away and the land is very barren.  They are trying to start
new forests.  They are facing challenges because the soil has blown away and because of
climate change.  Climate change has made the climate warmer and the native Icelandic Birch
don’t thrive anymore.  Researchers tried growing many types of trees, and finally settled on an
evergreen from Alaska, which are growing well.

In conclusion, trees are a vital part of the ecosystem. We need to take care of trees by polluting
less, planting more, taking care of tree habits, and using sustainable practices.  Trees are so
important it's really everyone’s responsibility to protect them.


