
What to Do in March 2021 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 

March 8 
 
Perennials: As the weather permits and the ground is not soggy, begin to remove weeds and dead foliage 
from flower beds and to loosen winter mulch to ease the way for plants to emerge. Where it won’t show, 
consider leaving some leaves that may be protecting overwintering pollinators. Trim away brown hellebore 
leaves to expose the flowers. 
 
Flowers: Clear debris around emerging snowdrops, crocus and other early flowers. Take special care around 
delicate flowers in warm locations where these are already blooming. Create space for emerging daffodils 
and other spring bulbs to expand.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Harvest any usable root vegetables still in the ground, such as beets, carrots and 
parsnips, before they sprout new green growth. Dig horseradish before it flowers. If you have space, you can 
leave a few carrots to flower where they will attract pollinators and other beneficials to the garden. 
Overwintering arugula, broccoli, kale and other cabbage family plants will also develop edible flowers in 
spring that attract pollinators and beneficials.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: If you shielded evergreens with a burlap screen for winter protection, you may begin to 
remove it as the weather moderates. 
 
Lawns: Stay off the lawn when its wet. Heavy foot traffic can lead to compacted soil, which drains poorly and 
can prevent roots from growing.  
 
Houseplants: Prune houseplants that have grown leggy. 
 
General: Next webinar in the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture Series:  
Rain Gardens 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:00 am, remote on Zoom  
Speaker: Ann Edmonds, Master Gardener volunteer. This presentation will cover how to create a rain garden, 
including location, site preparation, appropriate plants and how to care for the garden.  
Sign up early: Pre-registration is required: $5 in advance via check or money order. For information on the 
lecture series, check out: http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Questions? Contact CCE at 
westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4640. 
 

March 15 
 
Perennials: Turn that occasionally wet patch fed by the downspout from eyesore to eyeful by planting a rain 
garden. These gardens, only a few inches deep, hold water for just a day or so. Plants in a rain garden slow the 
rate of stormwater runoff, help to reduce flooding and erosion and provide food and habitat for wildlife. The 
next webinar in the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Garden Lecture Series (details 
below) tells you how.  
 
Flowers: It’s time to start columbine, drumstick flower, dusty miller, geranium, snapdragon, verbena and 
other seeds indoors that take about 10 weeks to reach transplant size. 
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Fruits and Vegetables: Add a layer of compost to garden beds about 2 weeks in advance of planting. You 
may be itching to plant, but as hard as this may be, don’t rush the season!  You will know the soil is workable 
when it crumbles a bit after you squeeze some in your hand. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: The first day of spring is Saturday. Are leaves and blossoms opening early or late this year? 
The National Phenology Network tracks First Leaf and First Bloom indices, recording what’s happening with 
lilacs and honeysuckles based on recent temperature conditions. See https://www.usanpn.org/home and 
https://www.usanpn.org/news/spring  
 
Lawns: If the soil is no longer soggy, pick up branches and other detritus that has blown into the yard over the 
winter. That way, you can jump into lawn tasks later this month without having to clean up first. 
  
Houseplants: Don’t forget about houseplants as your focus shifts to the great outdoors. Got aphids? Mealy 
bugs? Spider mites? Consider tossing heavily infested plants. If you think a plant may be salvageable, contact 
your local Cooperative Extension for advice.  
  
General: Hope to see you at the next webinar in the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home 
Gardening Lecture Series:  
Rain Gardens 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:00 am, remote on Zoom  
Speaker: Ann Edmonds, Master Gardener volunteer. This presentation will cover how to create a rain garden, 
including location, site preparation, appropriate plants and how to care for the garden.  
Sign up early: Pre-registration is required: $5 in advance via check or money order. For information on the 
lecture series, check out: http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Questions? Contact CCE at 
westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4640. 
 

March 22 
 
Perennials: This month is a good time to divide crowded plants that bloom in summer and fall, such as asters, 
astilbe, daylilies and garden phlox.  
  
Flowers: Spring bedding plants such as pansies, primroses and violas may be planted outdoors now if the soil 
is workable. For next spring’s display, try planting winter pansies this fall when they arrive in nurseries. With 
protection, this can give you a much earlier and longer show before heat causes them to decline.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: If the soil is crumbly and warming, you may be able to sow beets, carrots, parsnip, 
parsley, peas, and spinach from seed, and plant onion sets outdoors. If the garden is in a warm microclimate, 
you may be able to plant other cool season crops such as lettuce, greens, radishes, and turnips. If the soil is 
too cold, seed is slow to germinate and young plants may become stunted. Wait until the soil temperature 
reaches 50°F before planting. Vegetables set in this warmer soil quickly catch up and may surpass those 
planted too early.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Complete routine pruning of oak trees in the next week or so, before temperatures begin 
to climb and the beetles that transmit oak wilt become active. Trees not grown for their flowers may also be 
pruned now, optimally when the wood is not frozen. Once a tree needs a major overhaul because it’s gotten 
too large for its location, it’s usually too late to prune it without causing irreparable damage. To avoid this 
when planting, always consider a tree’s ultimate size and have an arborist do corrective pruning while trees 
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are young. 
 
Lawns: If the grass is over 4 or 5 inches tall, it’s time to give the lawn its first haircut of the year. Learn more 
about lawn care in April at the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Webinar 
Lecture Series:  
Practical Advice for Maintaining a Healthy Lawn 
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:00 am, remote on Zoom  
Speaker: Lou Petralia, Master Gardener volunteer. This presentation will cover all-season lawn care, proper 
techniques including mower and mowing basics, and cultural management options.  
Sign up early: Pre-registration is required: $5 in advance via check or money order. For information on the 
lecture series, check out: http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Questions? Contact CCE at 
westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4640. 
 
Houseplants: To keep plants shapely, make sure all sides get adequate light by turning pots a quarter turn 
each week. 
 
General: Prepare new flower beds for a prolific summer by adding two to three inches of compost and 
working it into the soil.  
 

March 29 
 
Perennials: Cut ornamental grasses back to 4-6 inches (depending on original size of the plant) before new 
growth appears. Now’s also a good time to divide grasses if they need it. Continue planting perennials and 
making divisions of late-blooming varieties as soil and weather conditions permit. Leave early bloomers in 
place until flowering is over. 
  
Flowers: To help manage iris leaf spot, remove old foliage before new growth starts. Keep weeds to a 
minimum to avoid trapping water that promotes disease on the leaves. If the plants are crowded and air 
circulation is poor, plan to divide the iris after they flower. Sow seeds of hardy annuals directly in the garden 
as conditions allow. These include bachelor buttons, larkspur, California poppies and sweet alyssum. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Time to start eggplant and pepper seeds. Weather permitting, plant seed of early 
vegetables such as beets, collards, carrots, lettuce, mustard greens, parsnip, parsley, peas, radishes, turnips, 
and spinach, and onion sets outdoors. Save yourself time and aggravation by plucking small weeds now, 
before they set seed and create many more. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Be on the lookout for serviceberry, pussy willow and other early trees and shrubs in bloom 
in woodlands, wetlands and landscapes. 
 
Lawns: Survey the yard, looking for thin spots and bare patches. Reseed with a lawn mix appropriate to your 
site and gently rake it in. The seed needs good contact with soil to germinate well. You can top off patches 
with straw to keep seeds in place.  
 
Houseplants: Indoor plants are responding to the longer days by putting out new growth. Pinch them back to 
stimulate new shoots and encourage full growth. If needed, fertilize according to label directions. 
 
General: Hope to see you at the next webinar in the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home 
Garden Lecture Series. 
Practical Advice for Maintaining a Healthy Lawn 
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Wednesday, April 28, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:00 am, remote on Zoom  
Speaker: Lou Petralia, Master Gardener volunteer. This presentation will cover all-season lawn care, proper 
techniques including mower and mowing basics, and cultural management options.  
Sign up early: Pre-registration is required: $5 in advance via check or money order. For information on the 
lecture series, check out: http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Questions? Contact CCE at 
westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4640 
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