
What is Community Solar? 
 

By Kathryn Ripstein, Community Energy Educator   

If you live in the North Country chances are you have 
received something in the mail from a local solar 
developer advertising Community Solar subscription. 
You may have seen wording like “10% savings on 
energy when you sign up!” or “access clean solar power 
with no panels needed!” Some of you may have tossed 
the mailer in the trash, never to think about it again. Some of you may have been intrigued but are still 
wondering, “What is Community Solar?” or “Can I trust this?” As Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County’s Community Energy Educator, I can help answer the questions you may have. 

Community Solar is what is known as a community distributed generation or a CDG. Other types of 
community distributed generations include hydroelectricity from hydro dams or wind energy from a local 
wind farm. The idea behind Community Solar is that it allows residents of New York State to access clean 
energy from solar without having to install solar panels on their home or property. Instead, the solar power 
is generated at an offsite location, in this case, a local solar farm, and distributed into the grid and then to 
our homes. As a customer, you can subscribe to a Community Solar Project and receive credits on your 
regular electric bill for the clean energy produced, often at a reduced rate than what you are paying for your 
electricity currently. The exception most often being customers who are served by municipal electric 
companies.  

What are the benefits of subscribing to a Community Solar Project?  

• Supporting clean, locally generated electricity: Community Solar programs help support local renewable 
energy jobs and development in your community. 

• Save money on electricity costs: You can save between 5% - 10% on your annual electricity costs. 
Savings vary depending on the community solar project you enroll with and as the customer, you should 
look at several companies before choosing. Remember the largest savings is not always the best option.  

• Accessibility: In the past solar energy has been limited to customers who can install solar panels on their 
property. With Community Solar that is no longer the case. Now renters, condo/co-op owners, and 
customers who do not have a suitable yard or roof for solar panels can also receive the benefits of solar 
energy.  

• Lower your carbon footprint: reduce your greenhouse gas emissions and help New York State transition 
away from dependence on fossil fuels.  

If you are interested in Community Solar but have questions about how it works and what is involved before 
you sign up, Cornell Cooperative Extension is a reliable resource you can turn to. As a Community Energy 
Educator, I can answer your questions and make sure you have the unbiased information you need to make 
the best decision for you and your family. For more information, email me at ker99@cornell.edu or call me 
at 315-788-8450 ext. 232.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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