
Raising Chicks, Ducklings, & Poults 
 

By Gabby Wormuth, Dairy & Livestock Specialist  

You walk into your local feed store only to be distracted by the sound of happy chirps. You walk away with a 
small cardboard box of chicks. Whether chicks, ducklings or poults, how should you raise them? 

To make your chicks feel welcome in their new home, create a comfortable environment. Chicks should 
immediately be placed into a brooder, which is a small heated space. A children’s swimming pool, a 
Rubbermaid tote, or an old watering trough are inexpensive options. Place it in a well-ventilated but draft-
free location. Create a base layer on the bottom of your brooder with newspaper and then top with a layer 
of shavings or peat moss. Do not use sawdust as this is hazardous to the birds if it is consumed. 

Young chicks must NOT become chilled or they will die. Chicks need temperatures of 90 to 95⁰F for the first 4
-6 weeks of their life.  Heat lamps hung about 18-inches above the bedding are commonly used. Chicks that 
are cold will huddle together in a group under the lamp. Chicks that are too hot will disperse to the edges of 
the brooder. To adjust the temperature, raise or lower the lamp as needed. Be sure to secure lamps carefully 
to prevent the risk of fire.  

While you are at the feed store, don’t forget to buy crumbled feed; its texture is fine enough for chicks to 
eat. Covered feeders will prevent chicks from scratching the feed into the bedding and wasting it. You will 
also need to provide fresh and clean water in a shallow pan. 

An excellent time to build housing for their next stage is while your chicks are brooding. Chicken coops 
provide laying hens a place to safely and comfortably lay their eggs – and for you to collect them easily. You 
can build your own using plans found online or purchase pre-made coops from local businesses. Birds grown 
for meat (broilers) also benefit from shelter. All poultry need protection from predators, particularly at night. 
Allowing birds into pasture is recommended as it allows them to forage on greens and insects. You can 
utilize fencing to prevent them from roaming too far and keep them out of your garden and landscape, 
where they can do considerable damage to plants.  

Raising animals can teach us great life lessons. It is a great way to teach children about the origins of where 
their food comes from, but better yet to have the responsibilities to feed and care for their chickens. What a 
better way to provide food for your family by raising chickens together?   

As you might have guessed, there is a lot to learn about raising poultry. Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Jefferson & Lewis counties are hosting an online workshop, Poultry 101: Raising Chicks, Ducklings & Poults, 
on Wednesday, May 19th from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. To register, visit: https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tJIpde2oqjovH9e0HMYPi4tbFkUzTtLRinvy  

For more information or help with registration, contact Gabby Wormuth, Dairy & Livestock Specialist, at 315-
788-8450 or by email at grw67@cornell.edu 
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