
(Almost) Pesticide-free Gardening  

Insecticides and herbicides (weed killers) have made 
some gardens marvels of showy gardening, BUT, the 
pesticides also have serious harmful effects on the 
environment. It is possible, with some thought and 
adaptations to your gardening habits, to reduce the 
use of pesticides to very little, while still retaining the 
option to use them for serious problems (like a yard 
full of poison ivy).  These methods may require more 
thought and planning, but they will pay off in lovely 
gardens and yards that are healthy for birds 
and beneficial insects.  
 

Awakening the Garden in Spring  

This presentation will include:  planning your garden, 
starting seeds at home, spring clean-up, amending 
your soil, lawn prep, choosing and siting seeds and 
plants, and more.  
 

Designing Your Garden: Tools and Tips   

This presentation is geared toward the home garden-
er contemplating a new or re-designed garden.  The 
talk covers fundamental principles that will help pro-
duce a desired result as well as key concepts for 
planting once a design is established.  There will be 
tips and tools for the long haul as well.  A chance for 
the average gardener to have an above-average gar-
den.   
 

Gardening Basics 101   

This basic gardening presentation is intended for   
beginners or for those who have encountered diffi-
culties in their garden.  Site selection, garden prefer-
ences, sunlight terminology, soil, fertilizers, hardiness 
zones and reading seed packets are among the topics 
introduced.  Both flower and vegetable gardening will 
be addressed.  Gardeners should know that with 
some knowledge, success is possible and gardening 
should be enjoyed! 

 

Gardening in a Changing Climate   

Hear the latest news about our climate and the 
changes that will affect you. Learn how to adapt your 
gardening practices and how to mitigate your effect 
on the environment.  
 

Interesting and Underused Trees  

Everybody knows and loves the maple tree.  But what 
if you want something different?  Planting a tree is a 
major investment so we should know our options  
before we start to dig.  This presentation will cover 
some of the best choices available for the urban/
suburban landscape. Trees featured have multi-
season interest and range from those suitable to the 
urban backyard to those appropriate for a large sub-
urban or rural location. Encounter something special! 
 

Is This a Weed? 

It can be hard to decide, especially in the spring- do I 
pull this plant or let it grow? Common and challeng-
ing weeds are pictured along with some plants that 
are weeds if they are growing in the wrong place.  
Emphasis on some weeds that are troublemakers in 
our gardens. 

 

Keeping a Garden Journal  

This presentation highlights the practical benefits and 
enjoyment that come from keeping a garden journal 
through an exploration of the presenter’s over forty 
years of journaling her own varied and extensive gar-
dens. 

 

Plant Propagation   

Learn how to make copies of your plants, from 
houseplants to annuals to perennials, shrubs and 
trees. Using a power point and demonstrations, we 
will show you how to propagate plants from seeds, 
cuttings, divisions, and air layering. 
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Putting Your Garden to Bed   

This presentation will cover amending your soil, 
bulbs, preparing your vegetable and perennial gar-
dens for winter, protecting shrubs and trees, lawns, 
deer proofing, propagating by seed and division, car-
ing for tools, and more. 
 

Shade Gardening: Dream of the Possibilities  

Many of us have shade gardens already which may be  
getting shadier as the trees we planted grow. Climate 
change may prod us into wanting to garden in the 
shade. So, how can we have the best garden and the 
most fun in the shade? This talk covers best plants for 
different levels of shade, different conditions, and 
offers tips and tools for successful shade gardening. 
 

Ten Top Weeds   
A "Not -Wanted-in-My Garden" look at ten top weeds 
and how to detect, deter, and destroy them!   
 

Winter Interest 

“We live where winter can last four months. We can’t 
be without our gardens for this long. What can we 
do?” Plant for winter interest. This presentation ex-
plores the many ways gardens can provide beauty 
and interest in the midst of winter, from trees to 
shrubs to perennials to rocks and pine cones. We also 
explore various ways to be in the garden while inside. 

 

Clematis – Queen of the Flowering Vines  

They are not as hard to grow as you may think and 
add vertical beauty to your landscape!  Come learn 
about selecting and growing this perennial vine that 
has a stunning variety of colors and bloom times. 

 

   

 

Creating a Night Garden   

Gardens that come into their own when evening 
comes are peaceful and romantic. Learn to locate and 
create a beautiful night garden in your own yard by 
using the three main ingredients: color, fragrance, 
and light. 
 

Dahlias  

This class covers planting dahlia tubers for optimal 
blooms, caring for these magnificent plants, and best 
methods for cutting dahlias for arrangements.  We 
will also talk about overwintering your tubers for suc-
cessful crops in years to come. 
 

Lower-Maintenance Perennial Gardening  

We love the look of a lush flower-filled garden, the 
classic border with three seasons of continuous 
bloom, but such a garden requires a lot of work. On 
the other hand, we don’t want a concrete slab. We 
want something in between these extremes, some-
thing that meets our needs as our lives get busier and 
our bodies get older. 

This talk will cover the basics of lower-maintenance 
gardening.  This includes planning, simplifying and 
editing plantings; choosing the right plants for your 
site and plants that are lower-maintenance; and 
shrubbing up.   

 

Perennial Garden Basics   

Perennials are a wonderful way to have a garden that 
doesn’t need to be replanted every year.  In this 
presentation, you will learn how to select perennials 
that are right for your garden conditions, how to 
plant them, care for them during the summer 
months, divide them when needed and how to put 
them to bed in the fall.  Bloom times will be ad-
dressed as well as native perennials that will attract 
butterflies.  We’ll take a look at species that thrive in 
the northeast in both sun and shade conditions.   
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Bringing Native Plants into Your Garden  
 
Our own gardens are wildlife preserves that repre-
sent the last chance we have for sustaining plants 
and animals that were once common throughout the 
U.S.  

Learn why it is important to use native plants in your 
landscapes to support birds and insects and learn 
strategies for creating a diverse and beautiful home 
landscape. You will receive lists of plants native to 
our area, as well as nurseries selling those plants. 
 
 

Butterfly Gardening Basics   

This presentation will help you to choose the right 
flowering plants that can turn your yard into an oasis 
for butterflies.  Learn about butterfly behaviors, their 
life cycle and how to provide both host and nectar 
plants that are necessary to attract butterflies to your 
garden.  

 

Creating a Welcoming Garden for             

Hummingbirds and Butterflies  

How do you attract butterflies and hummingbirds to 
your garden?  This presentation will guide you 
through the plant selection process as well as provide 
tips on what to do and what not to do to have suc-
cess.  You will also learn about the life cycles of 
butterflies and hummingbirds as well as what to look 
for in their behaviors and physical features.  Observe 
and enjoy these fascinating visitors to your garden.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Orchids: Care at Home   
 
Amazing jewel-like colors, exotic shapes, strange ana-
tomical structures and compelling scents have in-
trigued orchid lovers for centuries.  Learn about the 
history of orchid discovery and cultivation as well as 
their extensive habitats. The right amount of light,   
water, humidity and fertilizer can allow your orchid to 
thrive. Identify the best species for Northeast homes 
and their requirements.   
 

The Care and Feeding of Holiday Plants   

It’s always delightful to purchase or receive those 
attractive plants at holiday time. Poinsettia, Amaryllis, 
Christmas Cactus, Anthurium are lovely to look at, 
but how do you care for them afterward?  This 
presentation will cover care of those plants as well as 
general tips for all houseplants. 

 

The Care and Feeding of Houseplants   

Houseplants add beauty and fresh air to your home. 
This presentation will identify some common house-
plants with general information on their care what to 
do and what NOT to do. You will also learn how to 
give them a summer vacation outside. 
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Creating a Backyard Vegetable Garden  

This presentation provides a basic checklist for the 
beginner and some tips for the experienced vegeta-
ble gardener on the creation and maintenance of 
backyard vegetable gardens. The presentation helps 
you choose what to plant, provides hints on what to 
grow when, and the different types of gardens avail-
able depending on space and accessibility. Soil guid-
ance, watering techniques, crop rotation, seasonal 
plantings, vegetable families, and sunlight needs are 
also discussed with respect to types of vegetables 
being considered. 

 

Introduction to Herbs - Growing, Using, and 

Drying  

This presentation provides a basic checklist for the 
beginner and some tips for the experienced gardener 
on the creation, use, and maintenance of herb gar-
dens. The presentation helps you choose what to 
plant, provides hints on what to grow when, and the 
different types of gardens available depending on 
space and accessibility. Soil guidance, watering tech-
niques, sunlight needs, and means of preserving 
herbs are also discussed with uses for various herbs 
being considered. 

 

The Shaker Herb Garden:  Creating a Heaven 

on Earth  

Ponder this:  Soil is something to be redeemed and 
cultivating a garden can be said to be cultivating the 
mind.  These were some of the thoughts of the early 
Shakers – part of Albany County’s unique history. 
They went on to create a world-renowned seed and 
herb business in the 19th century.  Find out about 
Shaker gardening principles which are still valued  
today and see a modern Shaker herb garden at the 
original site of the first Shaker settlement.  

 

 

Why Raised Beds for Gardening and How to 

Build Them  

This presentation provides an introduction into raised 
beds for gardening. The presentation discusses why 
to use raised beds, different pros and cons for raised 
beds, different options for creating them, and how to 
locate them within your gardening spaces.   

 

Container Gardening: Tips and Techniques 
for Success  
 
Discover how to successfully grow annuals, perenni-
als, and herbs in containers to highlight your land-
scaping.  Learn what types of containers, soil and 
amendments to use in different environments and 
what varieties of plants work best. 
 

Gardening in Containers 101 

An introduction to growing annuals, herbs or vegeta-
bles in containers.  You will learn what to consider 
when putting together container gardens including 
care and maintenance.  

 

Gardening in Containers: Fruits, Vegetables 

and Herbs  

No soil, poor soil, living in an apartment? You can 
grow many fruits, vegetables and herbs in containers. 
Decorate your patio, overwinter delicate plants, have 
a herb garden on your windowsill. Gardening in con-
tainers can be the solution. Learn why, how, where 
and when to add containers to your garden. 
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Creating a Miniature Garden  

This presentation will cover creating and maintaining 
miniature gardens, either indoors or out. Miniature 
gardens delight adults and children alike. Learn how 
to choose a container and soil, as well as miniature 
plants, garden furniture, paths, pools, and orna-
ments. 

 

Healthy Habits for Gardening  
 
This is a power point presentation that addresses the 
health benefits of gardening and precautions to take 
to prevent possible risks to health.  Topics include: 
avoiding exposure to harmful insects and excessive 
sun, appropriate hydration, body mechanics, ergo-
nomics and the safe use of tools and chemicals.   
 

Latin Lovers: How to Understand Botanical 

Names   

In this presentation you will hear about Linnaeus and 
the history of naming plants. You will learn the parts 
of a botanical name and how to pronounce them, as 
well as why it is much better to use a botanical name 
than the common or vernacular name.  

 

Monet: Artist and Gardener   

You will learn about Monet from his early years to his 
painting to his love of gardening. This presentation is 
accompanied by pictures of his paintings and his 
house and gardens at Giverny using power point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakespeare in the Garden 

The beauty of flowers has inspired civilizations to 
attribute symbolic and mystic meanings to each blos-
som.  Through the ages, beautiful and poetical 
thoughts have been conveyed by the presentation of 
a single blossom, and whole messages were commu-
nicated by bouquets in which each flower chosen 
offered a significant idea.  In his plays and poetry, 
Shakespeare was a master at the use of symbolism 
through his choice of plants and flowers.  Come hear 
about this writer’s genius, including “And there’s Pan-
sies, that’s for thoughts” (Hamlet). 

 

Wildflowers: Faces, Facts and Folklore   

The intent of this presentation is to foster an appreci-
ation of flowers that grow without our labors.  Plant 
identification tips will be addressed along with fun 
facts and the folklore of selected wildflowers.  Sug-
gestions on how to motivate children (and the young 
at heart) to discover the various attributes of flowers 
will be included. 

 

Work Less, Enjoy More: Gardening With Less 
Effort     
 
This is a gardening presentation that will guide the 
participants in making decisions to better accommo-
date to life changes.  Among the topics covered will 
be placement and size of gardens, health habits for 
gardening, gardening strategies to reduce the work-
load and plant selection.   
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