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Flowering Plant Distribution Program 
 

It’s finally spring and we are preparing for this year’s plant distribution. The Adopt-a-Public-Space Program 
provides plants for civic-minded local gardeners interested in planting and maintaining gardens in public 
spaces. Individuals, businesses, families, or groups can adopt a public space. Because the program is 
supported by public tax dollars, the space must be on public property, not privately owned. 

 

Public spaces may include boulevard islands, monuments, parks, and city- or county-owned planters. If you 
have questions about the definition of a public space eligible for this program, please contact your local 
neighborhood association. If you are a municipal government entity, please contact the Soil and Water 
Conservation District at 518-399-6980. 

 

After selecting an appropriate space, participants agree to maintain the space for one year. That means 
gardeners are responsible for planting, watering, weeding, and fall clean-up of the garden area.  

 

Groups or individuals who adopt a public space may request free flowering plants from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, Schenectady County. A flowering plant request form is included in this newsletter.  

 

Send your completed plant order form by e-mail to amj22@cornell.edu 
If you do not have email, please mail to Cornell Cooperative Extension, Schenectady County  

107 Nott Terrace, Suite 301, Schenectady, NY 12308. 
 

Forms must be received by May 4, 2021. The plant distribution will be held as follows 

based on your last name: 

A-L Pick-up: If your last names begins with A-L,  

your pick-up date and time is Wednesday, May 19 from 12 pm to 4pm. 
 

M-Z Pick-up: If your last names begins with M-Z 

your pick-up date and time is Thursday, May 20 from 12 pm to 4 pm. 

*Pick-up location: 180 PTL. Arthur Chaires Lane, Schenectady, NY 12308  
 

Due to COVID 19, and the safety of our staff and the public, 

            please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
 

Please note if you are unable to pick up your flowers during this designated time,  

please email amj22@cornell.edu.      

http://www.cceschenectady.org/
mailto:amj22@cornell.edu
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Frequently-Asked Questions  

About Plant Ordering and Distribution 

 

Q. How do I estimate the number of plants I need for my space? 

A.  First, determine the size of your space in square feet. For square or rectangular beds or containers, simply 
multiply the length times the width. For a circular bed or container, measure the distance across the circle 
(diameter). Then, multiply the diameter by itself. Multiply the answer by 0.7854 to find the area of the 
circle. 

You can order smaller than full flats: The annuals that are available are distributed in 1/4 flats of 12 plants, 

1/2 flats of 24 plants and full flats of 48 plants and should be planted approximately 8 inches apart. 

Overcrowded plants can suffer from a lack of air circulation, water, and sunlight. Although the bed may 

look attractive at the start, plants will soon become tall and leggy and often suffer from increased insect 

and disease problems because they are environmentally stressed. 

Q. Can I drop off my completed plant order form at the greenhouse? 

A.  No. Completed plant order forms must be emailed to amj@cornell.edu. If you do not have email? Mail 
to the Cornell Cooperative Extension, Schenectady County office, 107 Nott Terrace, Suite 301, 
Schenectady, NY  12308. 

Q. Can I request plants for the space between my sidewalk and the curb? 

A.  Unfortunately, no.  It is impossible for us to grow enough plants for everyone to plant the space between 
the sidewalk and the curb on every street in the county.  That would take a very large greenhouse, 
indeed! 

Q. Can my not-for-profit group or organization receive free plants? 

A.  Plants are purchased with county funding and are intended for planting in public spaces.  In the past, 
we have donated surplus plants to not-for-profit organizations. However, this year, we anticipate a 
much higher demand for plants.  If your not-for-profit group completes a plant request form, you will 
receive a formal denial.  However, we will consider donating any surplus plants after distribution day.  
Please call the Cornell Cooperative Extension at 518-372-1622—on or after May 31 please - to 
inquire about plant availability. 

Q. What happens after I send in my plant request form? 
A.  We compare the plants requested to our inventory of available plants. 

Q. Why was my order cut? 

A.  We have a limited number of plants available, and many individuals and organizations order far too many 
plants for the size of the bed they will be planting. Orders are often cut to accommodate as many gardens 
as possible. We make every attempt to provide the plants you want and need for your public space. 

Q. How do I get mulch delivered to my boulevard island? 

A.  Individual bags of bark mulch will be available for pick up at the greenhouse on distribution 
day. There will be a three-bag limit per order. To arrange a large delivery of bark mulch, please 
contact Soil and Water Conservation at 518-399-6980. 

 
Sincerely, 

Sarah Pechar  

Association Executive Director 
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