
AG DISTRICT EIGHT YEAR REVIEW FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Did your recently receive a letter from the Sullivan County Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Board informing you that your property is located within Agricultural District #1? 

Here’s why, and what you can do. 

 

What is the purpose of an Agricultural District? 

Agricultural Districts Nos. 1 was established in Sullivan County in 1972. Agricultural Districts 
are meant to identify agricultural lands for the purpose of defending and supporting farmers 
who are within the District by providing protections against nuisance lawsuits involving their 
agricultural practices and against overly-restrictive local laws that would inhibit a farmer’s 
ability to run a profitable farm business. Being within or outside of a District has no impact on 
taxation or the ability to use your land as permitted by local regulations. 

 

Why is Sullivan County conducting an Agricultural District 8 Year Review? 

NYS Agriculture and Markets Law section 303 requires counties to conduct a thorough review 
of the lands contained within their agricultural districts. The purpose of the review is to 
determine if land within the districts is viable farmland and/or used for agricultural purposes. 

 

Why did I get a Letter? 

According to Sullivan County Real Property records, your parcel is located within Agricultural 
District #1. All landowners of parcels located within Agricultural District #1 must receive a 
notification of the eight year review.  

 

How do I voice my opinion during the District Review process? 

A public hearing will be held by the County Legislature sometime in July. 

 

Where can I view a map of the proposed Districts and get more information? 

Maps of the proposed modifications can be viewed online at 
https://www.sullivanny.us/Departments/PlanningEnvironmental/AgriculturalDistricts 



Once available (sometime in June 2021) A Full Report that describes the purpose and utility of 
agricultural districts will be available on the website.  

 

I still don’t understand and or need more information: 

You can contact Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County at 845-292-6180 x116 or email 
mm2592@cornell.edu to talk to someone who will discuss your particular parcel with you. 
Agricultural Districts are coordinated by Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County, via the 
Sullivan County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, on behalf of the Sullivan County 
Department of Planning and Community Development. 

 

Why is important to remove lands that are not viable farmland and/or used for agricultural 
purposes?  

NYS Ag & Markets Law states that Agricultural Districts must consist predominantly of viable 
agricultural land. On average, districts statewide contain approximately 70 percent farmland. 

 

What if I don’t want my land removed from the Agricultural District? 

No problem. Your property will remain IN the Agricultural District unless you respond in 
writing. 

What is the Deadline? 

April 30, 2021 is the last day to remove parcels from the 2021 Agricultural District 8 Year 
Review Proposed Modifications. The Sullivan County Legislature will vote on proposed 
modifications sometime in August so that the Revised Agricultural District No. 1 can be 
certified by the New York State Commissioner of Agricultural and Markets on or before 
October 2021. 


