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CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE 

 
The 2021 Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale will be brought to you in a COVID safe manner.  

Hold the dates May 8-11 for online ordering and May 14-16 for curbside pickup. 

CCEDC’s Master Gardener Volunteers are excited to announce that our Spring Plant Sale will 
offer the carefully chosen and lovingly raised plants you’ve come to anticipate every year. But 
this year you will order them online.  

Plant descriptions and growing needs to help you plan your garden purchases are posted on 
our web site at CCEDutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale. All the information will be also 
available in the online store, as well as photos of each plant, so you can shop with your eyes 
too! At check-out you will schedule your pickup time at the Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. 
MGVs will collect the plants you ordered, pack them in boxes for transport, and load them into 
your car. More details will be provided when they are available.  

Questions? Use our Contact Us form and select Gardening as the topic. 

 

   
PLANNING A GARDEN: 

THE STRUGGLES OF AN IMPRACTICAL MIND AND HEART (Part 2) 
by Mary Grosskopf, CCEDC Master Gardner Volunteer 

(Click here for Part 1 on Page 4) 

 
We all have (plant) issues, we all like to experiment (with plants) and we all are, by nature, 
patient and kind (to plants). But that doesn’t mean we don’t need some tough love every once in 
a while! 
 
My dose of tough love came from a fellow MG colleague, Chris Ferrero, who developed a 
presentation for our Speaker’s Bureau titled “Gardening for Baby Boomers.” It really wasn’t a  

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://ccedutchess.org/contact
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/49706/Dutchess_Dirt_March_2021.pdf?1614783085
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topic I was interested in, but she presented it for the continuing 
education component of our monthly meetings. I would have 
felt rather immature to leave the meeting, but I felt trapped 
when she started to talk about our advancing age, the 
assertive plants which take over the gardens, and then a 
whole admonishment about ripping up said plants from the 
garden. The nerve!  

 
I sat through it, but I found myself taking hostile notes while Chris talked about many of the 
beloved plant types I had in my own garden. Why were they wrong, just because they spread 
aggressively (OK, rather assertively, I’ll give you that) or were easy deer salad (but I spray them 
all the time, who’s business is it anyway?) or were high maintenance (but I go out and hand pick 
the beetles as I drink my morning coffee—why is anybody interested?).  
 
Chris wanted us (but I know she was speaking to me) to start rethinking our gardens, removing 
high maintenance plants and starting to think more about native plant choices as well as plants 
which required less work, less water, and less time. It was a call to consider and reconsider 
what we were doing each day and each year in our gardens.  
 
Now, all these years later, I realized that my childhood home was no longer a house on the 
edge of a barren field. It had, over time, become surrounded by gardens and plantings of 
different types. The secret now was rediscovering what better gardening methods to employ so 
that I could redefine the joy of hobby gardening and discover a healthier gardening lifestyle and 
balance. (When I look back, what a great way to start planning a garden in the first place! Don’t 
wait until you’re older, plant it right the first time!)  
 
So when I gathered my emotions and thought about what 
Chris was saying, it also wasn’t about removing those 
beloved plants from my garden completely but planting them 
where they would require less care. Sigh. She’s right. More 
than once in my gardening lifetime I had tried to 
superimpose the fabulous still life of a never-spreading, 
always-perfect-in-its-eternal-glossiness-of-botanical-print-
catalog-picture onto the harsh reality of a small garden 
space. No plant deserves to be constantly edged and 
contained when it wants to spread its proverbial wings to live 
its fullest plant potential. Since I was now in the headspace 
of better self-awareness and gardening practices, I pulled up 
my beloved white gooseneck loosestrife from the edge of 
one of my flower beds (where, please note, it had brought 
me great joy, stunning flowers and fabulous fall foliage) and 
moved it onto a hillside where it could spread with abandon 
and be free.  
  
Thanks, Chris. You did the right thing. It’s a great message to hear. 
 
Finally, it’s also important to ask yourself what you really want to grow. What do you enjoy? 
What are your hopes in starting a garden? If you’re starting out, ask yourself what you would 
grow if you could grow only three or four plants. Maybe it’s microgreens on the windowsill or a 
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few herbs and tomatoes planted in a modest raised bed. Or, maybe, you want to go whole hog 
and start a small homestead. While I know the answer for myself, I’ve also started to ask the 
question: am I the best person to grow these things?  
 
A discovery that I have made over the years of living in the Hudson Valley is the amazing wealth 
and diversity of growers of vegetables, fruits and flowers. I’ve made some thoughtful choices 
over the years about what I enjoy growing and why. I enjoy fresh greens so spinach, swiss 
chard, and different varieties of kale and lettuce are a must have. I start early in the season and 
then again in the fall for these cool weather crops. Garlic sleeps happily through the winter and 
rewards us abundantly in the spring. We grow lots of tomato and pepper varieties as they are 
easily dried, frozen fresh, and cooked down. Zucchini is just as versatile. It can be shredded and 
frozen as-is for winter soups or sautéed with garlic scapes and peppers before being frozen as 
a base for easy winter pasta dishes. Parsnips grow through the summer months and then 
sweeten as the ground gets colder.  
 

 We grow black raspberries and gooseberries, which are 
difficult to source at local markets, because we love to freeze 
vast quantities for the colder weather. Over the years I’ve made 
a conscious choice to not start a strawberry patch at home 
since it’s so easy to hop in the car on a beautiful June day and 
pick berries up and down the Hudson Valley. I’m currently 
leaving the stone fruits—cherries and peaches—to local 
orchards who are doing a great job of integrating organic 
growing practices. Additionally, there’s something very 
communal and old-fashioned about meeting people and 
hearing their recipes and stories, already socially distanced by 
nature’s wonderfully long branches as we pick an abundance 
of fruit. I would prefer to support their effort, helping them pay 
their taxes and maybe even expand their orchards. Same with 
apples. This winter I joined a winter CSA at a local farm to have 
fresh greens all winter as well as root vegetables I don’t usually 
grow. It was a fun change to the routine.  

 
I had thought about downsizing my flower gardens last spring but then the pandemic hit. Rather 
than go small, I went bigger. The zinnia seeds just seemed to leap from the package with joy as 
they went forth and filled empty spaces with happy faces of lovely colors. It was nice to have 
flowers to share with friends and family as they began to stop by in the summer and we could 
enjoy socializing outside. Life goes on.  
 
However you plan your gardens, take your time and enjoy the process. And in planning, realize 
that the entire Hudson Valley has a wealth of not only resources to assist you in learning, but 
small farms with an abundance of pick-your-own, CSAs, and farm stands. You don’t have to 
grow it alone! This is a journey of discovery and awareness for both you and your home, about 
your likes and your dislikes, and how you would like to live. Enjoy the process of creating 
something uniquely your very own.  
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POP UP GREENHOUSES 
By Linda DiGasper, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Spring fever hit me hard in the spring of 2019.  I just couldn’t resist the “pop up” greenhouse or 
portable plastic greenhouse staring back at me in the store. I stepped into the store display of 
an eight-shelf greenhouse and the dreaming began. Oh, to start the growing season early, to 
grow anything that I wanted and have my dollar’s result in more plants; it was the easiest $55 
dollars that I would ever spend.  
 

 Portable or “pop up” greenhouses are often a rigid plastic 
frame with a loose clear polyethylene film that enshrouds 
the framework. The film may be completely clear or have a 
green mesh within the film. They can come in all shapes like 
a classic house to a rounded dome and lots of sizes from a 
single shelf rack to a 12-shelf goliath. They will have at least 
one zippered doorway or access panel and may have 
zippered windows.  
 
My purchase was in May and I readily planted lots of flower 
and vegetable seeds in my greenhouse. I learned the hard 
way that it can heat up to extremely high temperatures well 
over 100 °F in the sun and “cook” seedlings and plants. I 
would be gone for the day, and though I would open the 
doorway before leaving the house, the sunny May days 
would be too much. That first year, from my eight shelf 
greenhouse, I had only 30 plants in various cell packs 
survive to go into the garden from an original 150 plants.  
 

The second year, I planned ahead and purchased a self-regulating electric space heater from a 
greenhouse supply store. It was the kind that sits on the ground and can be set at an 
approximate setting to cycle on and off.  I aimed for the air temperature around 55-60°F. These 
portable greenhouses are just a thin plastic film with sewn seams that do not insulate much 
against the cold. I knew the electric bill would be increased by using the heater and started 
plants in early April.  This would be about 6 weeks ahead of the typical last frost date of May 15.  
This gave me a good jump on the growing season without the electric bill skyrocketing over 
many months. 
 
More gadgets were in my future:  I started with a standard direct reading thermometer that I kept 
inside the greenhouse so that I could check the temperature.  Then I upgraded to a wireless 
temperature and humidity sensor that can detect and record the ambient temperature and 
humidity. Temperature and humidity limits were set and the sensor hub located in my home 
would alarm if the limits were exceeded. The associated phone app allowed for real time data 
collection and viewing, including any alarms. I was surprised how often the temperatures would 
go out of range, especially high temperatures on cool, yet sunny days.  I was running outside a 
lot to ventilate the greenhouse or move plants in and out.  
 

Photo courtesy of MGV Beth Doyle 
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As a First Generation addict mentioned in the 
November 2020 Dutchess Dirt article “Are You a 
Gardening Addict?”, I grew at least 300 plants of 40 
different varieties of annuals and perennials that year 
with no plan on where they would go.  Having the 
greenhouse enabled me to be quite the impulsive 
shopper… any seed packet that I desired was mine 
to grow!  The ultimate ability was to purchase 
packaged bulbs, corms and tubers, all for a fraction 
of the cost of store bought plants in the late spring 
and summer. Two beautiful Canna ‘Black Night’ 
costing $5 total, two lilies Lilium ‘Black Out’ for $4 
turned out terrific.  
 
Of course, that wasn’t the true cost when you factor in the electricity to heat, the temperature 
monitoring system, the water and potting mix. I did save money by not purchasing trays, cell 
pack or pots as I had a hefty collection growing of used items (cleaned).  
 
Now it’s the Spring of 2021 and I will be a bit more thoughtful on what I will be seeding and 
growing in my greenhouse. I’m not the only Master Gardener Volunteer that has one of these 
greenhouses. Fellow Master Gardener Volunteers Rosemary Daniels, Beth Doyle, Gillian Leslie, 
Lorraine Seach and Judy Wolf shared their wonderful insights for this article. 
 
For those looking to pursue one of these greenhouses or if you have one, here are some 
additional tips and information that we would like to share:  
 
Anchor the Greenhouse: 
It is extremely important to secure the greenhouse as they can blow away causing damage and 
injury. Heavy bricks or cement pavers can be used on the base frame or utilize landscape pins 
or tent stakes.  Please note that guide strings are a trip/fall hazard.  Not happy with where you 
put the greenhouse?  No problem, the portable nature makes them very easy to move.  

  
Temperatures:  
As mentioned above, seedlings and plants can readily cook 
inside on sunny days. So if you are leaving for the day, that may 
mean opening it when it is cold otherwise there is a risk of 
overheating before you get back. During the cool nights, 
temperatures will readily drop inside to ambient temperatures. 
When there is a threat of low temperatures, MGV Beth Doyle 
will place a space heater in the greenhouse temporarily. Being 
prepared for the temperature extremes can help. During an 
early May frost, MGV Gillian Leslie kept plants safe by covering 
the entire greenhouse in a tarp and using an electric heater to 
make sure they didn't freeze overnight.  She also invested in a 
Wi-Fi enabled remote temperature sensor.  
 
 

 
 

Lilium ‘Black Out’ photo courtesy of 
Linda DiGasper  

Photo by MGV Linda DiGasper 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/48353/Dutchess_Dirt_November_2020.pdf?1606922834
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/48353/Dutchess_Dirt_November_2020.pdf?1606922834
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Water:  
With such high temperatures, MGV Lorraine Seach notes that the plants will also need a lot 
more water so it’s best to have a water source close by.  The plants can dry out quickly and 
need to be watered multiple times per day, especially if planted in cell packs. 
 
Ventilation:  
There may only one door so there is no cross ventilation. The only way to ventilate it is to roll up 
the door panel from the bottom, which is not ideal to release heat that rises. Some walk-in 
models will have an additional doorway at the back to allow for cross ventilation. Some will have 
zippered windows. MGV Gillian Leslie has two portable greenhouses. The one with no windows 
is used only for heat loving vegetables like tomatoes, peppers, eggplants. While the other one 
has much better ventilation with four windows that have roll up coverings and include insect 
screens. The windows provide good ventilation when the weather is hot however, they are not 
so good when it is cold.   
  
Shuttling Plants: 
MGV Rosemary Daniels reports that in early spring, a fair amount of time may be needed to 
shuttle the trays and pots out to the greenhouse and then back indoors twice a day. Eventually 
they can spend their time in the greenhouse full time but they need to be monitored closely so 
that they don’t dry out. And then shuttling plants from the greenhouse to the outside will be 
necessary once the weather is continuously warm to prevent “cooking”. 
 
Trapped Insects:   
Flying insects including various bees may fly inside and become trapped in the upper portion of 
the greenhouse. Even with open doorways, they will instinctually fly to the highest point to 
attempt to get out. Having an insect or butterfly net may be handy. I found using a large open-
ended container (quart size yogurt container) and a piece of flat cardboard to capture them to 
release outside, or a large piece of cardboard to “swoosh” them out the door will work.  
 
Zipper:  
Many of us found a common problem is that the covers 
readily rip at the zipper and the seam, especially with daily 
opening/closing.  Tape will work in a pinch otherwise opening 
and closing should be done gently, recognizing the tension 
level will put stress at the seams. There may be nothing to 
stop the zipper from coming completely off the track, so a 
safety pin can stop that. These greenhouses tend not to be 
that expensive and we agree with what MGV Judy Wolf  wrote 
“Ya get what ya pay for!” 
  
Shelving:  
The shelving tends to be wire racks that can readily bend if 
overloaded. Use the racks for seedling trays and small pots 
but put larger pots on the ground. The shelf racks are not 
attached and lay on the framework and can readily flip, 
causing items to fall.  Cable ties or string can be used to 
secure the shelving in place.  
 
 

Photo by MGV Linda DiGasper 
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Storage:  
MGV Rosemary Daniels hauls it out of the box it came in 
every early spring and piece by piece sets it up on a small 
deck facing south. While MGV Judy Wolf stores it in her shed 
for the winter with its cover removed and folded up. While I 
stow the cover away in a shed, I leave the plastic framework 
outside in a shady spot due to space limitations. With year-
round exposure outside, it is likely to reduce its life 
expectancy.    
 
Small and Tall:  
Many of us have a vertical four-shelf greenhouse that is too 
small to walk into, that have been put to good uses: MGV 
Judy Wolf uses it to harden off cuttings and was able to leave 
them outside overnight when temperatures were not freezing.  
MGV Lorraine Seach shared how important it is to secure 
these tall and narrow racks as a strong wind can knock it over 
and ruin all the plants that you have started. MGV Gillian 
Leslie and I found these small units fit nicely into the larger 
ones, creating even more shelving space to hold plants!   
 

Oh the possibilities…MGV Beth Doyle shared that 
she has started seeds, potted up and grown plugs, 
started dahlia tubers, and used it as a potting 
shed.  She has a nephew who specializes in 
succulents and propagates them in two of these 
greenhouses. One greenhouse in an area that gets 
shade and the other in sun so he can move plants 
from one location to the other, as  necessary. 
 
Not only do we love them as MG Volunteers, but cats 
of MGV Rosemary Daniels love to park inside as well 
on nippy or windy days. One decided the seedling 
trays made great beds and a few were lost!  She 
uses the greenhouse to put everything inside and 
wishes she had gotten the larger version. 
 
The benefits are clearly there for pop-up 
greenhouses to get a jump on the growing season 
with quality light levels that can’t be replicated inside.  
For what you can do in these greenhouses, they are 
well worth it! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Single greenhouse rack within a 
greenhouse, Photo courtesy of 
MGV Gillian Leslie 

 

Succulents in the green house 
photo courtesy of MGV Beth Doyle 

 

mailto:rosemary.daniels29@gmail.com
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 

Cornell Gooseberries and Currants  
Cornell Ornithology Creating a Garden for Birds 
NYS IPM NEWA Value  
NYS IPM NEWA Home Page – Weather Data for Fruit and Vegetable Management 
DecisionsCCE Orange County – Native Seeds to Plant in Spring 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Mondays, 6-7:30pm, Poughkeepsie Public Library District online, Beginning Vegetable 
Classes by by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers Linda DiGasper, Chis Ferrero and Lorraine 
Seach. Please register for each event in this series.  After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information to access the meeting. 

April 5, “Starting a Vegetable Garden” click here to register  
April 12, “Cool Weather Veggies” click here to register  
April 19, “Veggies That Need the Heat” click here to register 

For more information, visit https://poklib.org/ 
 
Wednesday, April 7, 7 pm Starr Library online, “Create a Pollinator Paradise” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information, visit https://starrlibrary.org/ 
 
Saturday, April 10, 10 am, Millbrook Library online, “12 Easy Herbs” by CCEDC Master 
Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit https://millbrooklibrary.org/ 
 
Tuesday, April 13, 6:30 pm, East Fishkill Library online, “Gardening in Small Spaces” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://eflibrary.org/ 

Tuesday, April 20, 10 am Stanford Free Library online, “Dividing Perennials” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Judy Killmer. For more information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Wednesday, April 21, 6:30 pm, Pleasant Valley Library online, “Create a Pollinator 
Paradise” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit 
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/ 
 
Tuesday, April 22, 10 am Stanford Free Library online, “A Celebration of Trees” by Joyce 
Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator. For more information, visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Thursday, April 22, 11 am, Clinton Community Library online, “Create a Pollinator 
Paradise” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit 
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ 
 
Thursday, April 22, 7 pm, Beekman Library online, “Create a Pollinator Paradise” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit 
https://beekmanlibrary.org/ 
 

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/fruit/mfruit/gooseberries.html
http://com-bbimages.s3.amazonaws.com/bbimages/email/care2/CreatingaGardenBirdNote.pdf
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2021/03/10/2019-2020-annual-report-newas-economic-benefits/
http://newa.cornell.edu/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/master-gardeners-cce-oc/2021/03/10/some-native-seeds-can-be-planted-in-the-spring/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEsc-CsrTwvG9BI3-Wgdi4m2VdQUHJ_ldlU
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEud-qtrzgjGtL9_3E8y7l9fUVNiP4ccSpd
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrc-6hqT4tGdbEMnq6FMqDARCPSCKNoLDm
https://poklib.org/
https://starrlibrary.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
https://eflibrary.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
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Thursday, April 22, 7 pm, Poughkeepsie Public Library District online, “Create a Pollinator 
Paradise” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://poklib.org/ 
 
Saturday April 24, 2:30-3:30pm, Bowdoin Park, Tree Hugger Nature Hike led by Joyce 
Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator. For more information, visit 
DutchessNY.gov/Parks    
 
Tuesday, April 27, 1 pm, Howland Public Library online, “Hydrangea Success for 
Northeast Gardens” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more 
information, visit https://beaconlibrary.org/ 
 
Saturday, May 1, 10 am, Millbrook Library online, “Contain Your Enthusiasm” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Denise Grogan. For more information, visit 
https://millbrooklibrary.org/ 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
  

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  

Some invasives are easily identified even in 
winter. These plants are Centaurea stoebe, 
spotted knapweed. It is native to eastern 
Europe and is a NYS DEC prohibited invasive 
species. It blooms in late summer with seed 
heads that persist into winter.  

Do you know what has been active with this 
stump and why? 

 

https://poklib.org/
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/Parks/Parks.htm
https://beaconlibrary.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and get 
involved go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Samantha Vacchio 
at sv453@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is staffed on Wednesdays, 9 to noon. Diagnostics 
questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134. Written questions can be 
submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select 
the topic of Gardening. Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as 
possible.    
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
mailto:sv453@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

