
 

By Chris Yarnall, 4-H Program Educator 

4-H Military Partnerships and Outreach Support Program 

In February, Jefferson County 4-H began work on the 4-H Military Partnerships and Outreach Support 
Program to provide professional development trainings to Child Youth Services staff at Fort Drum, Fort 
Hamilton, and the United States Military Academy at West Point. This program provides resources and 
trainings to prepare these staff to offer 4-H STEM programs to the youth they serve. February’s offerings 
included two virtual professional development trainings each week, covering topics including the history of 4
-H, principles of positive youth development, and The Experiential Learning Model. In March, Jefferson 
County 4-H visited the School Age Center and Youth Services Center at West Point to provide an in-person 
training on the 4-H Garden curriculum. 4-H staff presented the centers with a 4-H Garden kit containing tools 
and resources to help them implement the program. In April, more virtual training will be held as we 
continue to provide resources and assistance to Child Youth Services staff at New York State Army 
installations.  

4-H Livestock Auction 

Jefferson County 4-H is moving forward with plans for the 2021 Livestock 
Auction at the Jefferson County Fair. The livestock auction will be held on 
Saturday, July 17th at 12 PM. All youth who will be participating must have 
their animals in possession by May 15th, with the exception of beef animals, 
which must have been in possession by February 17th. For more information, 
visit http://ccejefferson.org/4-h-youth/jefferson-county-4-h-livestock-auction.  

Currently, Jefferson County 4-H is offering a virtual 4-H Livestock Readiness 
program to help youth learn to properly care for their animals and prepare for the auction. This program is 
open to all youth in Jefferson County, regardless of intention to participate in the auction. Register at https://
pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=4HVirtualLivestock-_222.  

4-H Chick and Duckling Sale 

The 4-H Chick and Duckling Sale will take place on Saturday, April 10th from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the Cornell Cooperative Extension office. All 
proceeds from the 4-H Chick and Duckling Sale will benefit Jefferson 
County 4-H youth programming. We will be offering a wide variety of 
chicks and ducklings. Pricing is on a donation basis. Minimum 
recommended donations start at $3 per bird and will vary based on breed. 
There is a minimum purchase of 6. Please bring your own carrier. We will 
be limiting the number of people in the building. When you arrive, you will 
take a ticket and wait to receive a message that it is your turn to come in and make your purchase. COVID-19 
safety protocols will be followed, and a mask is required to enter the building. For information regarding 
breeds that will be available for purchase, please visit, http://ccejefferson.org/events/2021/04/10/4-h-chick-
and-duckling-sale.  
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By Marques Charlton, 4-H Program Educator 

For a week in July each year, 4-H and FFA youth in Jefferson County have an 
opportunity to share and showcase the projects they have been working on all 
year at the Jefferson County Fair. CCE is proud to partner with the Jefferson 
County Agricultural Society, Jefferson County FFA, and our community 
volunteers to provide this wonderful, hands-on experience to our youth 
participants. The Jefferson County Fair is the longest continuously operating fair 
in America – it has been running since 1817.    

Although uncertain, we are very optimistic about the 2021 Jefferson County Fair being able to run safely in-
person. This year’s Jefferson County Fair will be held July 13th – July 18th! We have put together a tentative 
schedule for the fair and some of the dates and deadlines are outlined below. The 2021 Youth Fair Book will 
be finalized and uploaded to our website by the end of April. 

4-H Club Booth Exhibits 

All 4-H Clubs are invited to display 4-H projects at a booth in the youth tent at county fair. If your club plans 
to have a club booth, please let Marques Charlton know by emailing mac633@cornell.edu or calling 315-788-
8450 ext. 235 by June 1st. 

Important Dates and Deadlines:  

May 14 – Youth must be enrolled in 4-H or registered as FFA members. 

July 10 & 11 – Youth projects must be dropped off to the fairgrounds and entry forms filled out. 

July 11 – Non-animal project judging will take place from 1:00PM – 4:30PM. 

July 12 – Poultry exhibits must be in place by 12:00PM.   

July 12 – Rabbits and cavies exhibits must be in place by 6:00PM. 

July 13 – Dairy and livestock exhibits must be in place by 12:00PM. 

https://www.jeffcofair.org/
mailto:mac633@cornell.edu


 

July 13-18 – Youth tents will be open from 9:00AM – 9:00PM. 

July 18 – Release time for all exhibits will be 6:30PM. 

Animal and Non-Animal Entry Paperwork:  

Animal entry forms: 

June 14 – Youth Animal entry forms for all species are due to the CCE 
office. 

Non-animal entry forms: 

June 14 – Action Exhibit Paperwork due. 

June 25 – All other non-animal entry forms are due, if submitting ahead of time.  The entry clerk will also be 
available at the youth tent to enter non-animal projects on Saturday, July 10th from 11 AM to 4 PM and 
Sunday, July 11th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

A full daily schedule, along with all the entry forms and paperwork, will be posted to our website by the end 
of April. 

If you have any questions about the Jefferson County Fair, please contact Marques Charlton at 
mac633@cornell.edu or 315-788-8450 ext. 235. 

At this time, we are not sure of the protocols that will be in place during the 2021 County Fair, but we will be 
updating our County Fair webpage regularly as we receive guidance.  

By Kathryn Ripstein, 4-H Youth Development Educator; Scott Schulz, 4-H Afterschool Educator; and  

Sabrina DeRue, 4-H Program Manager 

The winter of 2020-21 was no time to stay indoors. With COVID-19 limitations in effect for almost a full year, 
the 4-H team of Jefferson County knew that youth would need opportunities for social interaction and 
exercise – the answer? Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing – two great activities for the North Country!   

Youth in both Traditional 4-H and 4-H Afterschool Programs were offered free access to equipment, as long 
as a parent or guardian could transport them to the location of the week. As the youth arrived at the 
designated location each week, 4-H staff assisted them in selecting and putting on the snowshoes/skis based 
on the child’s size. After everyone had equipment on, the educator would provide brief instructions on 
proper equipment use, as needed, then off to the main trail!  

Cross Country Ski Club 

Youth in the 4-H Cross Country Skiing program had a blast this winter season exploring local trails across 
Jefferson County on pair of Cross-Country Ski’s. Youth met five times from January to March to explore trails 
in Thomson Park, Redwood Hill Preserve, Robert G. Wehle State Park and Josepha A. Blake Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Highlights of the program included learning about wildlife tracks at the Redwood Hill Preserve 
through interactive trailside displays, speeding down hilly patches of trail on skis and setting snow flurries 
adrift from droopy pines laden with snow. Fresh air and a chance to take advantage of all that a North 
Country winter has to offer was a common theme for all! Youth wrapped up each outing with a steaming 
mug of hot cocoa and a healthy nutritious snack while getting a chance to connect with youth in the program 
from other school districts. 
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April/May 2021 Green Ink 
 

Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 

Snowshoe Programming 

The 4-H Outdoor Adventure Family Club transitioned to snowshoeing for 
the winter months. Starting in December and ending in March families 
from across the county were able to meet twice a month to snowshoe. 
The program explored trails in Watertown, Alexandria, Redwood, Rutland 
and Nature Bridge! In total over 20 families were able to participate in at 
least one of the snowshoe events, with most families participating in more 
than one. This club will continue to meet in April and May twice a month 
for hikes throughout the county. For more information contact Sabrina at 
315-788-8450 ext. 229 or sld95@cornell.edu.  

Snowshoe Event (Beaver River 4-H Afterschool) - DEC, Lowville Forestry 
Demonstration Area 

This event was planned as an opportunity to get children of all ages out 
outside to do a winter activity during their winter break at Beaver River 
Central School. The forestry demonstration area is a 98-acre area with 
many trails to traverse. A total of 17 participants were in attendance.  

There is an open field along this trail where the group stopped and 
allowed anyone that wanted to go into the deep snow to race to a pole in 
the field and back. The trails were packed down due to a decent amount 
of use this winter, so it was very easy to snowshoe on them and the race gave youth a taste of snowshoeing 
in unpacked snow. Participants walked over 1 and ½ miles in total, starting at the parking lot they snowshoed 
around the ponds, and took another trail back to the parking lot where we had snacks before leaving. 
Everyone had a great time, especially the children, but also the educators and parents.  

Snowshoeing at YMCA SACC Program @ Jefferson Community College  

Youth at the Watertown YMCA had a chance to try their hand at snow shoeing this winter season through a 
partnership with CCE’s 4-H program. 4-H Youth Development Educator, Kathryn Ripstein provided youth with 
a set of snowshoes and the chance to explore the trails on JCC’s campus in a new and exciting way! For many 
of the YMCA youth, this was their first experience with snowshoes and therefore a chance to learn a new 
skill! One youth even exclaimed that he was going to ask for his very own pair for Christmas next year! 
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