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Like many communities, the North Country is an amalgam of people. The North Country is a wonderful place to 
play, attracting both winter and summer vacationers. We have a strong education system with institutions and 
teachers educating our neighbors from preschool through advanced college degrees. We also have wonderful 
health institutions where healthcare workers- all of whom we have earned great respect during the COVID crisis – 
strive to keep us well. Additionally, one of our communities most unique constituent is our military neighbors. 
Fort Drum brings people together from all over our nation to protect and serve.  

Arguably, our agricultural community plays the largest role in shaping our community by preserving our 
landscape and rural areas. The North Country is defined by our beautiful countryside and hardworking producers. 
This industry also requires many skillsets. Farming is truly an industry that crosses into many other spheres of the 
economy. To support the people who directly grow our food we need diesel mechanics, educators, animal 
nutritionists, bankers, land management specialists, sales and marketing, computer technologists, and food 
processing. We know our farmers nationwide are aging and the USDA has identified the need for the younger 
generation to step in and continue this profession.  

One-third of America’s 3.4 million farmers are over the age of 65, long regarded as retirement age, and nearly a 
million more of them are within a decade of that milestone, according to USDA data. For decades, the aging U.S. 
farmer has been a cause for concern, expressed in this question: Who will feed America in the future? This trend 
is finally beginning to shift.  Some 27 percent of farmers are categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 
years or less of experience in agriculture. We want to build on that trend.  

CCE Jefferson is looking to help grow this momentum with an obvious partner – our military and veteran 
neighbors. CCE is working to introduce veterans and transitioning military members to the many careers available 
in agriculture and hone skills to create the next generation of farmers. Funded through a grant with the USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture CCE is offering a host of experiences to veterans and service members 
which does just that - familiarizes them to agriculture and prepares them for a livelihood in this economic sector.  

Called Farm OPS, this project offers a wealth of classes, workshops, webinars, and tours to introduce farming and 
farm industries to veterans and active service members. Farm OPS, however, knows that when it comes to 
farming, doing may be the best way to learn. To that effect, we have veteran farmer mentors who will work on 
their farm side by side teaching by doing with these aspiring farmers. Working with local partners such as the Fort 
Drum Army Transition Assistance Program and the Peer to Peer program we match soldiers leaving military 
service and veterans with farmers to learn and practice the many skills needed before venturing into an 
agricultural business. In addition, we have a Model Farm where soldiers and veterans can practice an agricultural 
enterprise without the heavy investment of starting their own farm.  

Farm OPS tailors each experience to the interests and skillsets of the veteran or soldier. If you are a veteran or 
service member and want to learn more about your career options in agriculture call CCE at 315-788-8450 or 
Sloan Rowland at (706) 961-9413 or email Sloan at sr737@cornell.edu. We are currently offering a Master 
Gardener Certificate Program online with a hands-on component. To learn more, view our brochure. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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