
NYSERDA’s Agricultural Energy Audit Program 
 

By Kathryn Ripstein, Community Energy Educator   

The New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) offers farms and on-farm producers no-
cost energy audits through the Agricultural Energy Audit 
Program. The goal of this program is to assist farms in 
becoming more energy-efficient and, therefore, reducing 
operating expenses to maintain profitability and long-term 
farm viability. Eligible farms include but are not limited to 
dairies, orchards, greenhouses, vegetables, vineyards, grain 
dryers, and poultry/egg. Eligible farms must also be 
customers of a New York State investor-owned electric utility 
such as National Grid or NYSEG and pay the Systems Benefit 
Charge (SBC) as listed on a current utility bill. Applicants to 
the program can choose from two levels of energy audit that best fit the needs of their farm, comprehensive 
or targeted.  

The comprehensive approach includes a detailed energy audit that meets ANSI/ASABE S612 standards and is 
performed by a Flexible Technical Assistance Consultant assigned by NYSERDA. After completion of the 
audit, participants of the program will receive an energy audit report with calculated evaluations of 
appropriate energy efficiency measures including simple payback. Participants of the program will also 
receive support in identifying and accessing funding to implement measures identified in the audit.  

The targeted approach allows a participant to focus on a specific system of the farm. It includes an energy 
audit focused on specific systems, energy efficiency measures, or renewable energy. Participants who apply 
for the targeted energy audit of the program will receive a system-specific energy analysis report as well as 
support in identifying and accessing funding to implement measures identified in the audit. 

For more information on NYSERDA’s Agricultural Energy Audit Program or how to apply for the program, 
please contact our Community Energy Educator, Kathryn Ripstein at 315-788-8450 ext. 232 or 
ker99@cornell.edu. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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