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      April is a good time to scout fields:  
A simple pvc frame of known size 2’ x 1’ can be used as 
a sampling tool.  Wheat growers can scout fields and 
count the number of tillers per square foot. If tiller 
counts exceed 70 per square foot nitrogen application 
can be delayed to Fekes 5 optimizing grain fill.   
Dairy producers can use the frame in alfalfa fields. 
Fields with 4 or less healthy alfalfa crowns per square 
foot should be managed as grass fields or considered 
for rotation to corn. 
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CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a facebook group 
Join our group today at:   

 

Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 
Land Mgmt.& New Ventures 
Resource Educator  
E-mail  AML439@cornell.edu 
315-736-3394 x131 

"Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities” 

We need your help!  We are trying to update our database to better serve 
you, Please email Linda Wightman LW343@cornell.edu with your contact 
information, Thank YOU! 



Upcoming Events 

Zoom into Spring 2021 Virtual Gardening Classes 
Hosted by Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Oneida County staff 
and Master Gardener Volunteers (MGV).  All classes are on 
Wednesdays beginning at 7:00pm.  Registration is required for each 
class in order to receive your Zoom link information.  After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the webinar. 
Complete details on each of these sessions can be found on our 
events page at http://cceoneida.com/events  
April 21: - Planting Trees and Shrubs in Central New York; 
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Wh6C6-
1TTnuH_12oNW5aSQ  
May 12: All About Hostas Register https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_5xwPeUkVRyies2FCgDpGZw  
May 19: - Growing Lavender Register https:/ / cornell.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_0jBy5kwUTuud2hy2SW-loA  

Hudson Harvest is expanding operations:   
Hudson Harvest CNY to be located in Clinton NY 

Exciting news! Hudson Harvest (formerly Hudson Valley Harvest), the 
leading downstate wholesale distributor of regional food products 

and NYS value-added goods, is expanding operations into the 
Mohawk Valley and Central New York with the opening of Hudson 

Harvest CNY in Clinton, NY (Oneida County) in the Spring of 2021.  
Hudson Harvest CNY is working with over 40 top producers in the 

Mohawk Valley, CNY and the North Country to distribute fresh, 
seasonal produce, meats, cheeses, value-added and other products, 
as well as introducing exceptional downstate brands and products 

into the region. Our goal is to maximize the availability of NY State’s 
best products and producers to upstate and downstate customers.  

In partnership with other regional food hubs and distributors, we also 
will provide trucking and logistics services to small and mid-sized 
producers, to create a cost-effective supply chain stretching from 

Buffalo to Albany to the greater New York Metro markets.  
If you are interested or would like more information,  
Call 315-736-3394 x104 OR Email bsc33@cornell.edu  

Oneida County Dairy Promotion Committee seeking  
Dairy Princess contestants and Dairy court Ambassadors. 
If you are interested in promoting the Dairy industry on a county level 
please consider running for Oneida County Dairy Princess or becoming 
an Oneida County Dairy Ambassador. Qualifications for Dairy Princess 
= a legal resident in the county in which she is running, for other re-
quirements contact Heather or MaryJane at the email below. 
Ambassadors may be boys or girls wanting to help the Dairy Princess 
in Dairy Promotion activities. Please contact Heather Pritchard at 
hprit66@verizon.net OR MaryJane Burkert, mary.j.burkert@gmail.com  
Please have applications to them by May 15, 2021. 

http://cceoneida.com/events


Milk Quality Online Course April 30 – June 19   
This is a 7-week course offered online using the web-based platform, 
Moodle.  From the comfort of your home or office, watch pre-recorded 
presentations on your own schedule. Engage with speakers during 
weekly optional live Q&A sessions.  Virtual discussions with class  
members enhance the overall experience.  
Course Summary: The milk quality online course will cover basic milk 
polar and mastitis management principals lead by the quality milk  
production services (QMPS).  It is intended for dairy business on-farm 
personnel (owner or employee) seeking to increase their knowledge of 
milk quality management to learn more about this course & register  
https://cals.cornell.edu/education/degrees-programs/milk-quality 
Registration $265 pp (register by April 15th for a $25 discount)   

New Harford Hannaford Chooses CCE Oneida County to Benefit 
from Community Bag Program During April 
Support CCE Oneida County in April by purchasing a reusable 
community shopping bag at Hannaford Supermarket on Commercial 
Drive in New Hartford. The bags are just $2.50 and $1 of that 
purchase will be donated to CCE Oneida County to support its many 
programs, including; 4-H, Agriculture, Master Gardeners, Ag 
Economic Development, Nutrition, Child Care Council, and more. Right 
now supporting local non-profits has never been more important. 

DEC Announces 11th Annual Oneida/Madison County  
Youth Turkey Hunt for Youth 12—15, FREE 
The hunt starts with an educational day at Cassety Hollow Rod and 
Gun Club in Oriskany Falls beginning at 9a.m. on Saturday, April 17, 
followed by a hunting weekend, April 24 and 25. Interested youth 
hunters must possess a NYS small game license and valid turkey 
tags. The hunt will feature special COVID-19 precautions  
For information or to sign up for the event please contact  
Scott Faulkner, 3720 Gifford Road, Vernon Center, NY 13477 or  
315-225-0192. https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/press.html  

Dairy Forward Grant Opportunity Video Available 
CCE and American Farmland Trust invited dairy producers across the 
state to join a free webinar focused on the Dairy Forward grant 
program. This program aims to help dairy farm families in New York 
access information and professional services to plan for farm 
transitions in the face of tremendous challenges such as a weak dairy 
economy, disruptions from severe weather, and an aging farmer 
population.   
The webinar recording and supporting resources are available here.  
https://farmbusiness.cornell.edu/2021/02/26/dairy-forward-grant-
opportunity/ 

Corn silage & hay crop silage for sale:  1000 tons of corn silage 
and approximately 300 tons of grass hay crop silage. 315-338-3195. 

https://cals.cornell.edu/education/degrees-programs/milk-quality
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMDIuMzYyMTg1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kZWMubnkuZ292L3ByZXNzL3ByZXNzLmh0bWwifQ.Cgcicv3lVbdLrLd9HcMeDsDWgtNcjvm5ScoEsSWzPaA/s/5799575
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8499564e5e2f77e1ff6260099&id=f73870b607&e=7ef60708a4
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8499564e5e2f77e1ff6260099&id=f73870b607&e=7ef60708a4
https://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8499564e5e2f77e1ff6260099&id=ef2ff9bc1e&e=7ef60708a4


Contesting Your Property Assessment  
Submitted By Remi Link 

 If you are unhappy with your assessment and believe that your 
taxes may be too high, you have the opportunity to contest your 
assessment. It is advisable to meet with your local assessor first and 
have an informal review of your information. Any discussion with the 
assessor regarding your assessment should happen before the taxable 
status date which is March 1st in most communities.  
 Before pursuing a formal review, you need to determine if you are 
being assessed fairly. You should check your assessment against other 
comparable properties in your area. Next, you will need to develop an 
estimate of your property. How to estimate the market value of your 
home can be found on the New York State Department of Taxation and 
Finance website at  https://www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/orpts/
mv_estimates.htm .  
 If you still feel that your assessment is too high, then you may 
grieve your assessment in front of your municipality’s board of 
assessment review (BAR). The BAR usually meets on the fourth Tuesday 
in May, but check with your assessor as it may be different in your 
community. Before you meet with the BAR, you should familiarize 
yourself with the information found on the State’s website at https://
www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/contest/contestasmt.htm  
 You will need to fill out a RP-524 form and bring it along with your 
evidence to properly grieve your assessment. You will have the 
opportunity to explain your case in front of the BAR. The assessor will 
also attend the meeting and provide additional information to the BAR as 
needed.  The BAR will deliberate privately, without the presence of the 
assessor, to make a determination and a notice will be sent to you by 
mail. If you don’t’ receive the adjustment for your assessment, you have 
the option to file a judicial review or small clams assessment review 
(SCAR). There is a small filing fee and you don’t need to hire a lawyer.  
More information on property assessment and filing a grievance can be 
found at www.tax.ny.gov.  

Accessing info from Past winter programs 
Focus on the basics  When crop prices increased significantly in 
2012 farmers were barraged with promises of increased yield by a 
myriad of product manufacturers. Rather than invest in unknown 
products that may or may not affect your production but, it would be 
more beneficial to focus on the basics. If you don’t have current  (within 
3 years) soil test  information or haven’t tested your manure in a few 
years this is the opportune time to update that information and make 
targeted investments in fertilizer purchases and applications to optimize 
those expenditures during a season when fertilizer prices are high. 
Winter meetings   Many local businesses were concerned about 
your safety and made decisions not to hold in person meetings this 
winter. CCE Oneida county offered a number of programs but only 
virtually. Some  of you may not have attended  these programs. We 
want you to have the opportunity to get the information from these 
programs so, we recorded them and have posted them on Youtube for 
you to view when you have the time.  Type in this link  https://
www.youtube.com/c/Cceoneida/videos or go to our website 
www.cceoneida.com scroll to the bottom and click on the youtube icon.  

https://www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/orpts/mv_estimates.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/orpts/mv_estimates.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/contest/contestasmt.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/contest/contestasmt.htm
http://www.tax.ny.gov
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cceoneida/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cceoneida/videos


Farm Flash is available in full color on our website  
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 
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The Evolution of Direct AgriMarketing 
Continuing a trend in 2021  
submitted by Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

 In agriculture, change has become the status quo. The rapid 
emergence of new business start-ups, transitioning of hands, and new 
ventures on farms of all sizes are the response to marketing pressures. 
Farmers and food entrepreneurs are pulling away from traditional 
marketing to meet the needs of an evolving consumer. 
 A year ago, no one could have predicted just how significantly 
the pandemic of 2020-21 would affect our personal and professional 
lives. Nor could we have foreseen the speed with which Agrimarketers 
would have to adapt in taking a foothold for the combination of 
consumer convenience and safety. As time goes on and our year 
progresses, we will see a continued uptick of transitional selling. Most 
Agrimarketing will grow off a hybrid model with a combination of 
processes such as farmers' markets, on-farm sales, e-commerce, mail 
order, CSA, direct restaurant and retail stores, and institutional 
foodservice sales. These direct marketing options are a common 
strategy to receive the full share of the consumer dollar and have more 
control of telling your story. 
 To evaluate more AgriMarketing direct options, read more at 
Cornell Small Farms: Direct Marketing Options, https://
smallfarms.cornell.edu/guide/direct-marketing-options/ 
 When you are ready to take a new move in selling your product, 
contact our office for support, 315-736-3394.or AML439@cornell.edu 



USDA Grant Seeks to Enhance Milk Production and 
Cow Health 

Article by Krishna Ramanujan, Cornell. Submitted by Marylynn Collins 

 An animal scientist studying relationships between insulin and 
milk production in dairy cows has received a three-year, $500,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture. Joseph McFadden, associate professor of dairy cattle biology 
in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, will use the funds to 
identify mechanisms that control insulin resistance in lactating cows. 
Under normal circumstances, insulin resistance in cows is an adaptation 
that helps channel glucose and other key nutrients towards making milk 
in early lactation. Unfortunately, insulin resistance may become 
uncontrolled postpartum, leading to the breakdown of fats and metabolic 
disease.  
 The grant will look specifically at the role of ceramide, a 
sphingolipid formed by saturated fatty acids, which has been associated 
with the development of Type 2 Diabetes in non-ruminants. With the 
grant, McFadden will investigate possible roles that ceramide plays in 
cows. “Our goal is to define the mechanisms that mediate insulin 
resistance in dairy cows,” McFadden said. “This animal science research 
is important because increases in milk production efficiency and 
improvements in animal health are needed to support a sustainable dairy 
industry.” The hormone insulin helps regulate blood sugar, while also 
affecting fat and protein metabolism. Insulin resistance in early lactation 
rises to deliver the proper nutrients for making milk while also breaking 
down stored fats.  
 Healthy cows in mid-lactation will experience improvements in 
insulin sensitivity, which redirects nutrients towards building fat in the 
body and away from the mammary glands, leading to less milk 
production. Historically, one approach that was developed to keep milk 
flowing at higher volumes, was to utilize recombinant bovine growth 
hormone (i.e., somatotropin), which lowers insulin sensitivity to promote 
efficient milk production with less environmental impact; however, the 
consumer acceptance of this biotechnology has decreased its use on 
farms in recent years. Previous research in McFadden’s lab suggests the 
synthesis and accumulation of ceramide in response to the breakdown of 
fat in early lactation inhibits insulin sensitivity in order to spare glucose 
and direct it to mammary glands for milk production. McFadden’s 
research has also hinted that ceramide mediates somatropin’s ability to 
inhibit insulin and promote lactation. In the study, McFadden will use 
approved pharmacological approaches to block ceramide synthesis to 
determine if ceramide causes insulin resistance and promotes the use of 
glucose for milk production in dairy cows.  
 The grant has two objectives: First, to determine whether 
inhibiting ceramide synthesis enhances insulin sensitivity and metabolic 
health in early lactation cows; and second, to test whether ceramide 
mediates somatropin’s ability to spare glucose for milk production. “By 
characterizing the mechanisms of insulin resistance in cattle, we can 
then work towards developing nutritional approaches to target these 
mechanisms and thus enhance milk production and health in cattle,” 
McFadden said. 
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Farm Management  
by Bonnie Collins 

 As we continue to focus on the aging farmers in our community 
and the need for young farmers to participate in the industry; what 
are those skills we need to pass on to the next generation of farmers? 
I think we would agree that the sooner we acknowledge and introduce 
the principles of farm management, the easier it will be to transport 
those new into farming. 
 While there are many different definitions of farm 
management, lets agree for this article, that a farm manager’s main 
objective is decision making, when it comes to operating the farm as 
an economic entity. 
 This decision-making process can be shared in the beginning 
with the senior generation, but it is always about allocating the limited 
resources, among alternative competing uses, while at the same time 
having the goals and objectives to guide in the decision-making 
process. 
 Some of the challenges facing farm managers are how best to 
incorporate new technologies and how to be flexible enough to meet 
changing costs, prices, and climate conditions.  So, how do you 
overcome these challenges in farming?  First, knowing what you have 
in resources and what you need. Second, having a written plan in 
place for unpredictable situations. No, we cannot control the weather, 
however we can be aware of its cycles and it can be controlled by 
timing and planting.  
 Some of the research finds smaller, diversified, full-time farms 
operated by younger, better educated farm operators to be more 
flexible. 
 How do we learn about new technologies, what works, and 
what is cost effective for your farm? It is only natural for farmers to 
learn from each other, to hold debates on new technologies, to listen 
to a podcasts or webinars, or read an articles on the topic. What 
would it mean if you could get a roundtable discussion going, with the 
help of an Extension educator, on a new technology? 
 Extension Ag educators are always aspiring to understand your 
needs and how they might help farm manager’s in making decisions 
that are beneficial for your farm.  They have the knowledge to search 
for helpful tools, to make recommendations of whom to speak to on a 
subject, and what might be a brainstorming session to help you walk 
through a holistic decision-making process.   
Reach out to your local Extension Ag team at CCE Oneida County  
315-736-3394 We are here to help. 

Interested in Joining Farm Bureau?  
New Membership promotion!  
March – June Promotion - $129  

valid for the remainder of 2021 and all of 2022. 
rate valid March 1, 2021 - June 30, 2021 

Join online or contact your area Farm Bureau Representative  
https://members.nyfb.org/join001#vaff 

https://members.nyfb.org/join001#vaff


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 
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Cornell Corn Grain Variety trial results 

Corn Contest results for 2020 
Congratulations to all the participants. This was probably the best season 
we have experienced for corn production. We did have a cool dry spring 
which delayed planting, we had adequate rainfall in May followed by a 
dry June and the return of rain a week prior to silking and continuing 
through grain fill. Although seasonal weather and genetics play a 
significant role in setting the limits for potential yield, management plays 
an equal role in achieving the potential. One common thread in these 
managers is attention to detail. Providing adequate supplies of nutrients 
at critical points in crop development, early and precise planting, timely 
weed control, pest management and harvest. 



Tyler Curtin Oneida LG5465VT2RIB 288.47 

Bernie Townsend Madison P0306AM 267.57 

Joe vanLieshout Oneida P0157AMXT 263.18 

Mike Brockett Oneida P0075AM 254.08 

Mike Simmons Oneida P0306AM 251.18 

Charles Augur Otsego DKC45-65 SS 246.60 

Dave Fedor Oneida P0306Q 246.32 

Mike Brockett Oneida P0306AM 244.46 

Dave Fedor Oneida DKC52-34SS 242.36 

Bob Pawlowski Oneida 201-67 STXRIB 226.26 

Bob Pawlowski Oneida 199-11 215.81 

Joe vanLieshout Oneida P9998AM 208.26 

Randy Brouillette Oneida P0075AM 207.34 

Wayne Durant Oneida P9608R 206.62 

Mike Vecchio Oneida P0157R 204.98 

Bernie Townsend Madison P0216AM 193.83 

Fertilizer prices higher (at least this spring)  Phosphorus prices 
are going to be at their highest price since 2012. Nitrogen prices are also 
tracking higher. 
First: soil test to determine the need for different essential elements. In 
research conducted by Quirine Ketterings and CCE field staff over 3 
years and 40+ sites across NY, it was determined that there was no yield 
response in corn to P fertilizer if the Cornell soil test P level was very 
high or when the Cornell soil test P level was high and manure was 
applied.  
If phosphorus is needed the most effective way to apply it is at planting 
time in the band next to the seed. The reason: phosphorus combines 
very quickly with iron and aluminum at low pHs and calcium and 
magnesium at high pHs to form chemical compounds which cannot be 
taken up by plants. Reducing the surface area of the P exposed to the 
soil (like in a band) limits these reactions. In addition the main way that 
P is taken up by plants is by root contact, so placing the P in a band near 
the seed is very effective. 
There is no nitrogen  required by soybeans and a minimal amount of N 
can be applied at planting (10-30 lbs/ac) to get the pop-up effect in corn 
production. Most of the corn plants N need should be supplied at v5 
stage to reduce the risk of losses to volatilization and leaching in the 
early spring.  
Intensive grass hay producers should still invest in early spring nitrogen/
sulfur applications. In most years there is a 3 to 1 return on investment 
for applying nitrogen to productive grass stands harvested timely for 
milk cows. It remains important to apply both nitrogen and sulfur to 
optimize both yield and protein levels. The ratio of N to S should be 
about 5 to 1. It may be more imperative when fertilizing with urea or 
UAN to treat it with a urease inhibitor to reduce volatilization losses. 



Attract and kill  A new  approach that is increasing the success of 
control of fall armyworm. Many countries are struggling to control fall 
armyworm. Resistance is building to both insecticides as well as  to 
GMOs. A company developed a blend of compounds produced by plants 
that are highly attractive to armyworms and mixed it with a small dose 
of insecticide. Small areas of fields were treated with the compound (a 
line of 100 meters could protect 2.5 acres). This resulted in the same 
effectiveness as full area broadcast application of insecticides but with a 
90% reduction in pesticide. We may see morw of this approach in the 
future. 
 
Alfalfa 
Alfalfa stand evaluation:  April is a good time to  evaluate alfalfa 
stands, in the cover photo you 
can see a 2ft x 1ft rectangle 
constructed with 1” pvc pipe. 
This  pvc rectangle provides a 
consistent 2 sq ft  area 
measurement.  You can count 
live alfalfa crowns at 5 
locations; if you have 5 or 
more live crowns or 55 shoots 
per square foot, then you 
should continue to manage the 
field for alfalfa. So continue 
with cutting cycles that are 
appropriate for alfalfa and 
fertilize for alfalfa providing 
any needed P and K fertilizer 
and maintain the pH at 6.5 or 
above. 
Bring a shovel and dig out a 
few plants to look at root 
health. Anything other than a white root indicates a root health issue 
shown in the picture above. 
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Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

Alfalfa fertilization  I t is always best to grab a soil sample the 
year prior to seeding an alfalfa field so that pH can be identified and 
lime applied if necessary  a minimum of 8 months before planting, this 
will ensure that the lime has reacted in the soil and that the pH will be 
suitable for alfalfa production.  Hopefully you will cover magnesium 
needs by applying a high magnesium lime. No nitrogen is needed to 
establish alfalfa. Phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) are the nutrients 
that will probably need to be applied at planting. Many local dairy farms 
grow corn for  3 years and then plant alfalfa. Growers usually apply  15-
20 tons of manure/ each year for corn production with some fertilizer at 
planting. The amount of P and K that are applied during those years of 
corn production usually exceed the need of the corn crop building up soil 
P and K levels. That usually means that soil test P and K levels are 
medium, high or very high in fields that are to be planted to alfalfa. The 
recommended P rate for fields with very high soil test P is 20 lbs of 
P2O5/ac, high soil test P: 40lbs P2O5/ac, very high soil test P: 60 lbs of 
P2O5/ac. So if you were applying monammonium phosphate which is 11
-52-0, (52%P2O5) you would need  38lbs of MAP, 77lbs of MAP or 
115lbs of MAP/ac  to meet the P needs in fields that ranged in P from 
very high P to medium P.  Phosphorus is very important for 
establishment and it is important to have a readily available source of P 
(fertilizer P) near those seedlings as they develop. The P from your 
manure will take biological activity to make it available to your seedlings 
and there isn’t much biological activity at the time when you will be 
planting your hay seedings. 
 Potassium like nitrogen need is related to the size of your plants and 
rate of growth. There is a small need for  potassium  in the seeding year 
of an alfalfa crop.  Cornell recommendation for potassium in soils with 
very high levels of potassium is 0, and for soils that are medium to high 
in soil test K the recommendation is for 20lbs K/ac.  The need for 
potassium rises in the first production year due to the significant 
increase in tonnage of alfalfa produced. The typical recommendation for 
potassium in the first year of production with a medium soil test K level 
is 60lbs of K per acre, that’s 100 lbs of K fertilizer. It is recommended to 
grab a soil sample in the 3rd year of alfalfa because you have drawn 
down the potassium that you banked in your corn production years  and 
the crop will be probably need  a significant application of potassium 
fertilizer. 



Soybeans 
Best management practices 

 Do your homework- review performance of hybrids from different companies 
with special attention to those planted within our region. Look at 
performance at a number of sites and over a few years. Pick varieties that 
high resistance to Septoria brown spot, frogeye leaf spot, bacterial spot, 
powdery mildew, downy mildew, white mold and SCN 

 Pick outstanding varieties with maturity groups that fit your farm. Local 
growers have found some varieties with exceptional performance and 
shorter maturity groups to avoid harvest issues 

 Consider planting using a corn planter to improve depth control and 
singularity 

 Plant a minimum of 140000 seeds to 160000 seeds/ac in 30” rows 

 Double inoculate seed with rhizobia 

 Consider planting in 30” rows to reduce white mold development 

 Plant at 1.5”depth 

 Plant early, same timing as corn-generally the first two weeks of May to 
optimize vegetative growth and solar interception in reproductive stages 

 Use preemergence herbicide combinations in conventional soybeans, scout 
fields 3 weeks following planting glyphosate tolerant beans. Apply 
glyphosate when grass weeds are 1-3” tall and broadleaf weeds are 3-4” tall.  

 Scout for soybean aphids and white mold primarily at flower and in 
reproductive stages,  spider mites in dry years 

 Harvest timely 

Soil Cyst nematode  (SCN) was first confirmed in NY in 2016. I  
participated in a sampling effort last year taking soil samples last fall in a 
number of soybean fields in Oneida county. Our sample results showed no SCN 
eggs but, samples taken in 30 of 42 counties in NY did have SCN eggs so 
soybean producers need to be wary of this pest. 
Unfortunately, symptoms of infestation are not striking and therefore the pest 
can go undetected. SCN attacks the roots of plants affecting water and nutrient 
uptake silently stealing yield. Growers that produce soybeans should check for 
egg populations on a semi- regular basis by taking soil samples and sending 
them to an appropriate lab for analysis. I selected spots in fields that were 
compacted or showed some sign of being less thrifty. The lab analysis costs $25 
and will give you a count of SCN eggs if present. 



John Deere See and Spray  John Deere in partnership w ith University of 
southern Queensland in Australia   have  developed a smart spot sprayer that 
can identify plants and apply a directed to spray to the plant. At this stage it 
cannot distinguish between plants therefore does not spray only weeds. Its main 
use will be in chemical fallow fields to control any plants for water conservation. 
This technology is available on a few new series of sprayers. Weeds are located 
using 36 cameras on a 120ft boom applicator. In company  trials  covering 
75,000 acres residual chemical use was reduced by an average of 77% . This 
seems like a great first step towards a goal of more targeted applications of 
herbicides in row crop production. 
Winter wheat Research indicates that if tiller (stem) number is greater 
than 70 per square foot, it may be beneficial to delay nitrogen application until 
just prior to jointing (Scharf et al., 1993). The advantage of a delayed nitrogen 
application is an increase in nitrogen use efficiency and a potential yield 
increase, however if tiller number is less than 70 per square foot, it is 
recommended to apply nitrogen at green-up in order to increase the effective 
plant population. 

SCN eggs and juveniles can remain dormant for over a decade so complete 
eradication would be nearly impossible. The best approach will be to sample on  
a semi-regular basis and when the pest is found use an integrated approach to 
manage it. There are resistant varieties but they have a very few parent lines so 
must be used judiciously to prevent resistance. Crop rotation is also beneficial in 
managing SCN populations and finally there are some seed treatments that have 
a level of effectiveness on SCN. 
Soybeans  don’t require a great deal of fertilizer. The soil pH should be a 
minimum of 6.3. The two main elements that are required are phosphorus and 
potassium. As described in a previous article the most effective means of 
applying phosphorus is in a band at planting. Micro nutrients may also be applied 
at planting if needed as per soil test. 

Timely information all season long  Did you have a lot of yellow ing in 
alfalfa in your second cutting last year? low yields? Did you identify the cause to 
be potato leaf hopper and use an appropriate measure to manage the pest. 

CCE staff scout local fields each week, make notes of crop conditions, pests, field 
conditions and summarize the information into a short weekly crop report and 
make it available to any grower by email. Last year we reported a number of 
local fields with potato leaf hopper populations over threshold in first cutting 
regrowth and  options for their control. 
In addition,  staff have pheromone traps posted at key locations in the county to 
monitor flights of black cutworm, armyworm and western bean cutworm. Did 
you know that we had a ten-fold increase in western bean cutworm in 2019? 
Our staff also take hay samples for lab analysis at 5 locations each week starting 
the first week of May and report NDF, CP, NEL and height of alfalfa at each site 
showing the rate of change in quality each week until the  second week of June. 
Last year hay crops developed more slowly due to cool dry conditions with alfalfa 
affected more then grasses. Optimal grass quality was reached in the 3rd week of 
May and clear stands of alfalfa were at prime quality the first week of June. 
How do you get this valuable information? Just call Cooperative Extension:   
315-736-3394 x120 and leave your email address or email JJM14@cornell.edu 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith              PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service    Morrisville, NY 13408 
 

315-447-7579 (Mobile) 
Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

 David Mondi 
David Curtin 
Loren Curri Barletta 
 
Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 
Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Organic/Grass Fed Certified 
Wholesale/Retail 

Bridgewater, NY 

Member FDIC 
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