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Facts:  
 Albany county is ranked second in the 

state for nursery, greenhouse and  
floriculture sales 

 Greenhouses help farmers by  
extending their growing season  

 Greenhouses can be used for com-
mercial operations or hobbyists and 
can be purchased in a range of sizes  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Written by:  

Sammie Baker  
4-H & Local Agriculture Manager  

Gade Farm is a family owned and operated farm stand and gar-
den center located in Guilderland, NY. The Gades have operated by 
the slogan, “We’re growing for you…” and looking at the history of 
the farm, that is the truth. The farm started as the family homestead 
in 1878, when Peter and Mary Gade bought the then, 20-acre plot of 
land. They planted raspberries and asparagus, starting the family 
tradition of growing their own food.  
 
The farm has been passed down through the generations and has 
continued to grow. Fruits and vegetables have always been a focus 
and continue to be some of the main products of the farm today. 
They still offer raspberries and asparagus but have differentiated to 
tomatoes, melons, blueberries, squash and many other varieties of 
fruits and vegetables. Any excess produce gets shipped to Price 
Chopper and Hannaford or sold to other farms at the Capital District 
Regional Market. Flowers and house plants have also played an im-
portant role. The retail greenhouse was opened in 1970 to expand 
the growing capacity for the consumer interest in flowers.  They now 
have 18 greenhouses, totaling over one acre. 
 
The current farmers are the fourth generation, Jim and John. They 
have upheld their slogan, building a farm stand in 1992 for their own 
produce as well as other locally produced products including milk, 
meat and cheese. The bakery was added to the Farm Stand in 2009, 
providing customers with fresh cider donuts, fudge and pies, among 
other baked goods. Their children are learning the day to day opera-
tion of the farm and are interested in becoming the fifth generation of 
farmers. 
 
Opening during the winter was a first for Gade Farm this year. The 
Farm has been open on a limited schedule to customers wanting to 
buy from the farm stand. The coolers are full of meat, cheese and 
milk, the shelves are stocked with vegetables, jams and other local 
goods. They will be open for regular hours starting March 15th.  
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