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About CCE Rockland
Mission

Cornell Cooperative Extension puts knowledge to work in pursuit of  economic vitality, 
ecological sustainability and social well-being. We bring local experience and research 
based solutions together, helping New York State families and communities thrive in our 
rapidly changing world.

Vision 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is a national leader in creating positive change on behalf  
of  families and communities through rigorously-tested extension programs. We create 
measurable change by aligning local needs with the resources and priorities of  the land grant 
system and its state and federal partners.



A Letter from President of the  Board  
& the Executive Director

Dear Friends of  Extension,

For over 100 years Cornell Cooperative Extension has served the people of  Rockland. 
Through two world wars, the great depression, and the great recession, we have been here helping 
individuals make better decisions about their lives, their families and their communities. Today, in 
the midst of  a global pandemic, we continue to carry out our programs keeping residents up-to-
date on environmental issues, youth development, gardening, nutrition and our local non-profit 
organizations.

Like every other business – non-profit or for-profit – we found ourselves having to suddenly 
pivot to ensure that our programs and education continued and to keep our doors open. In short 
order we learned the numerous benefits and a few pitfalls of  presenting on Zoom. Although we 
pride ourselves in presenting programs that are hands-on and interactive, we experimented and 
discovered new ways to achieve that same goal of  engaging our participants and helping them 
understand the material. 

Shocked by the violent deaths of  George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and many others, we have 
since regularly taken time to reflect on our country’s racial history and how it affects our work. We 
are redoubling our commitment to improving our outreach to each of  the many groups that make 
our county so diverse.

Our accomplishments this year are described in the pages of  this Annual Report. They 
highlight the dedication and commitment of  our educators, volunteers and participants to carry 
on despite all of  the challenges that we each faced. Operating in the midst of  a pandemic taught us 
lessons we will carry with us long into the future.

Sincerely,

Paul PietropaoloPaul Pietropaolo 
Board President

Suzanne BarclaySuzanne Barclay  
Executive Director



4-H Youth Development

Although this year brought challenges, the Rockland County 4-H 
Program continued to thrive with new and continuing programs. The 
year began with our first 4-H Project Sampler Day, where fifteen 
youth ages 8 – 15 explored several 4-H project areas through hands-
on activities. Creative volunteers taught youth how to make mason jar 
lamps, dried flower arrangements, cake decorations, and watercolor 
paintings. 

In our annual Fun with Public Speaking! Program and 4-H 
Public Presentations Event, youth learned how to prepare presentations 
and improve their public speaking skills. Five of  our participants then 
presented at the Virtual District Level Public Presentations, receiving 
valuable feedback from trained evaluators and earning blue and purple 
ribbons.  

Offering our annual 4-H Veterinary Science Career 
Exploration Program virtually this year allowed high school students 
from New York, New Jersey, and even Puerto Rico to participate. 
Students were able to connect with other youth while being introduced 
to a range of  animal health topics by experienced veterinarians. A 
member from Niagara County commented “I kind of  appreciated that 
we couldn’t meet in person, because it opened up the virtual opportunity, 
which worked well for me. If  distance wasn’t an issue, I got so much out 
of  this program that I’d love to work with you and all of  the amazing vets 
again.”



The Horses ‘R’ Us 4-H Club also remained active. To support 
those who were missing family and friends, club members created posters 
for the seniors at The Esplanade at Palisades and crafted 60 cards for 
Meals on Wheels deliveries. They learned kickboxing virtually from 
a fellow 4-H member and participated in New York State 4-H events, 
including the NYS 4-H Project Showcase. 

To provide youth with a much-needed break from technology, 
two programs were held outside. The 4-H Dog Handling and 
Showmanship program was led by a certified professional dog trainer. 
Through this five-session series, youth enhanced their knowledge of  
dog behavior and training while learning show procedures, rules, and 
etiquette as dog handlers.

4-H volunteer Jeff  Solomon led the Young Explorers Nature 
Hikes, a series of  five hikes in local parks. Hikers identified various 
plants, viewed the healing capabilities of  trees, learned how to read trail 
signs, and were encouraged to observe nature and ask questions. The 
mother of  one participant commented, “The three friends of  his who 
went today are all attending school virtually so the hikes have been a 
great opportunity to get outside, hang out safely, see friends and get some 
sunlight and movement. He really enjoys them!”



Nutrition Education
The SNAP-Ed Nutrition Education and Obesity 

Prevention program is a federally funded program that works to 
improve the health of  SNAP and SNAP eligible community members 
where they live, work, learn, play, and worship. SNAP-Ed NY teaches 
participants how to “Save Time, Save Money, & Eat Healthy,” while 
engaging with community partners to build policy and systems that 
support healthy living.

The SNAP-Ed NY Hudson Valley team is beyond thankful for the 
support, teamwork and partnerships that have kept us moving during 
COVID-19.  SNAP-Ed HV team also started it’s role as the statewide 
technical assistance contractor in FY 2019-20. It provided the guidance, 
support, and collective thinking that moved the program before and 
through the current COVID-19 crisis.

While priorities continue to evolve for schools, workplaces, and 
community-based organizations due to COVID-19, we can meet our 
partners where they are and work with them to provide meaningful 
nutrition education and policy, systems, and environmental changes in 
our community.

We began the design of  a pilot project to test the Text2Bhealthy 
program. Studies indicate that receiving text messages 2-3 times per week 
focused on a behavior change topic such as healthy eating are effective in 
changing habits and maintaining behavior change over time. Participants 
in the pilot will sign up to receive short messages about healthy eating or 
recipes, for example. 

“I went food shopping after 
the seminar, and I spent $50 
less than I usually do! Your 
tips are great. I also started 
chopping and prepping veggies 
and putting into containers for 
easy snacking or cooking later 
in the week.  So, thank you so 
much for such an informative 
seminar!”

-Community Partner



In our first year as SNAP-Ed NY in the Hudson Valley we were able to:  

• Offer indirect and direct education classes in single session and 
series format 

• Reach 839 unique individuals (80% Youth, 13% Adult, 7% Senior)

• Of those reached 48% were Hispanic, 52% were non-Hispanic. 

• Support 9 Policy, Systems, and Environmental initiatives across 
the region including Fruit and Vegetable Prescription Programs, 
School Wellness & Smarter Lunchroom efforts.

• Create over 30 lessons and prerecorded videos that can be 
brought to the community to help Save Time, Save Money and 
Eat Healthy. 

• Transform relationships both horizontally and vertically opening 
up communication, sharing knowledge, gaining skills and 
ultimately strengthening our SNAP-Ed NY program as a whole. 

• Grow our skills, our patience, our flexibility and our knowledge

• Continue our valuable programming and remain relevant to our 
community.

“The SNAP-Ed program 
is committed to ensuring New 
Yorkers have access to quality 
resources that promote healthy 
eating and good nutrition. The 
new website will help educate 
New Yorkers on the basic steps 
they can take toward healthier 
lifestyles, helping to improve 
the wellness of  individuals and 
families.”

– Lisa Irving, NYS 
Coordinator of  SNAP 
Nutrition Education and 
Outreach, OTDA.



Horticulture Education &  
Master Gardener Volunteers

The year began with Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) visiting 
schools to present Garden-Based Learning Programs and going to 
libraries and community centers with Speakers Bureau presentations.

In February many of  our MGVs delivered educational information 
on local invasive plants and pests at the annual Suburban Home Show. 
The MGVs even wore a spotted lanternfly costume to alert the public to 
this invasive insect which was identified in Rockland County this fall.

COVID-19 and the lockdown forced us to rethink the ways we 
delivered our programs. The MGVS were definitely up to the challenge. 
In April, several MGVs presented a virtual gardening education series 
which was well attended with everyone staying at home and with a new 
and heightened interest in gardening and growing food.

Our annual Gardener’s Day event also went virtual. Five different 
topics were presented on successive nights culminating with a talk by our 
keynote speaker and revered garden writer, Margaret Roach. We learned 
that these virtual programs brought in new audiences that might not have 
participated in person and overall were well received. 



Composting education is another part of  our Horticulture 
Education program. With a grant from Rockland Green (formerly 
Rockland County Solid Waste Management Authority), we provide 
compost education to Rockland County residents to encourage them to 
compost their food scraps and greatly reduce what they put into the waste 
stream.

Our MGVS continued to maintain the CCE Demonstration Gardens 
at our office. An attractive eight-foot fence was installed around the native 
plant garden to provide protection from deer and other critters.

The two fully- enclosed vegetables gardens serve a special role in the 
CCE Demonstration Gardens. Every year our MGVs participate in the 
Cornell Vegetable Variety Trials. The program provides seeds and 
transplants as well as support and guidance. MGVs plant new vegetable 
seeds from the trial and then document their experience with growing 
particular varieties throughout the season. This information is entered 
into a database that can be accessed by the public interested in growing 
vegetables and learning about specific varieties. The program encourages 
companion planting, beneficial insects, mulching and other concepts of  
ecological gardening.

Even with all of  the challenges of  2020, it was a great year for 
horticulture education and we appreciated the work of  our MGVs as 
never before.

"Margaret’s talk felt like 
a vacation that took my stress 
level way down as she reminded 
me with her beautiful pictures 
and stories that enjoying the 
garden is so important!" 

–Gardener’s Day Participant



Horticulture Diagnostic Laboratory

Our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab is the only lab in Rockland 
that offers information and assistance to residents and businesses related 
to gardening and our local environment. Lab Manager Michael Wilson, 
assisted by several dedicated Master Gardener Volunteers, handles 
identification and inquiries about pest and plant disease problems as well 
as general gardening questions regarding ornamental plantings, vegetable 
gardens, turf, agricultural crops and invasive species. Residents can 
normally visit, call or email the Lab. 

When staff  began to work remotely in late March, the Lab also went 
remote. Plant diseases were analyzed based on photographs that people 
emailed. Once back in the office, the Lab remained closed to the public 
but residents were able to drop off  plant or insect samples or contact 
the Lab. As the year ended, 191 people had visited in-person and an 
additional 1,098 called or emailed.

During the pandemic when many people spent more time at home, 
interest in gardening surged. People called with questions about growing 
food for the first time or tending flowers. Questions about vegetable 
gardening increased by 50% from the previous year.  The Asian Killer 
Wasp, the subject of  many inquiries, was mistaken for the Cicada Killer 
Wasp, a number of  turf  samples turned out to be cinch bug infestations. 
Even with an increase in outdoor activity due to COVID-19, there were 
low numbers for tick identification. 

The Lab also offered the Fertilizer Law certification course which 
presents the safe and proper application of  fertilizer. This class is required 
for landscape contractors who want to be licensed in Rockland County. 
The class was offered monthly and was translated simultaneously into 
Spanish by a Master Gardener volunteer. The class was successfully 
moved to a virtual format during the pandemic. 

Find us on YouTube to watch our new video about the work that we do and that features the Hort Lab!



Environmental Education

The Stormwater Consortium of  Rockland County, managed 
by Cornell Cooperative Extension Rockland County, helps member 
towns and villages to comply with stormwater permit requirements, as 
required by the Federal Clean Water Act, and to educate the public on 
stormwater pollution.  Each of  the 26 municipalities in Rockland has its 
own network of  storm water pipes and outfalls running underground, but 
no single map exists locating this hidden infrastructure. The consortium 
has received over $800,000 in grant funding from the NYSDEC to map 
the storm sewer system. As shown on the graphic, stormwater enters 
the inlet and discharges into the nearest surface water untreated. As a 
result, our nation’s surface waters are becoming increasingly impaired by 
stormwater. Combining the stormwater mapping with existing data on 
water quality will allow us to see the bigger picture of  what is happening 
with Rockland’s surface waters due to stormwater impacts.

The Village of  Haverstraw recently completed an evaluation of  its 
local plans, land use policies and projects using the state’s Climate 
Smart Resiliency Planning tool. Communities use this tool 
to identify strengths, gaps and opportunities to reduce vulnerability 
to flooding and other climate risks in their plans, ordinances and 
procedures. Several Village staff  and elected officials from the Village 
of  Haverstraw were assisted by CCE Rockland through the Climate 
Resilience Partnership. This is a collaboration between Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Associations in the Hudson Valley, the Hudson 
River Estuary Program and the New York State Water Resources 
Institute. The process culminated with a final report summarizing 
strengths and opportunities, as well as recommendations for how the 
Village of  Haverstraw can better address climate-related risks in existing 
and future policies.

The Hudson River Fish Advisory helps residents learn which 
fish they can safely eat from the Hudson. Local fish and crabs absorb 
and retain chemicals at levels that may be harmful to eat. Rockland 
Conservation & Service Corps members and CCE Volunteers directly 
reached over 200 predominately Spanish and Creole speaking residents.



Our 2020 Community Network
Thank you to our Community Partners!

Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Rockland has partnered with hundreds nonprofit agencies, organizations and 
businesses during the past year, including:

• All Bright Electric
• BRIDGES
• CANDLE
• CCE Dutchess County
• CCE Orange County
• CCE Putnam County
• CCE Sullivan County
• CCE Ulster County
• CCE Westchester County
• CCE Suffolk County
• CCE Delaware County
• Center for Safety & Change
• Christine Gritmon, Inc.
• Dominican College
• Fit Chick CPR
• Four Paws Guidance Dog 

Training
• Garden Club of  Nyack
• Good Counsel
• Haverstraw, Nyack Youth, 

Spring Valley and Western 
Ramapo Collaboratives

• Headstart
• Meals on Wheels
• Keep Rockland Beautiful
• New York State Department of  

Agriculture & Markets
• New York State Department of  

Environmental Conservation
• New York State Department of  

Health
• New York New Jersey Trail 

Conference
• Nyack Pollinator Pathway
• Lamont Doherty Earth 

Observatory
• Leadership Rockland
• LH-PRISM
• Lower Hudson Perinatal 

Network-Baby Cafe Rockland
• Orange and Rockland Utilities

• Ramapo Valley Garden Club
• RC Connor Elementary
• Riverkeeper
• Rockland BOCES
• Rockland Conservation and 

Service Corps
• Rockland County Board of  

Elections
• Rockland County Division of  

Environmental Resources 
• Rockland County Department 

of  Health
• Rockland County Environmental 

Educators
• Rockland County Food 

Pantries:TOUCH, Sloatsburg, 
People TO People, Catholic 
Charities

• Rockland County Legislature
• Rockland County Libraries: 

Blauvelt, Finkelstein, Kings 
Daughter, Nanuet, New 
City, Nyack, Orangeburg, 
Palisades, Pearl River, Piermont, 
Sloatsburg, Suffern, Rose 
Memorial

• Rockland County School 
Districts: Clarkstown North & 
South, Nanuet, North Rockland, 
Pearl River, South Orangetown, 
Suffern, Nyack, East Ramapo 
Central

• Rockland County Youth Bureau
• Rockland Green
• Rockland Municipal Planning 

Federation
• Rockland Sierra Club
• Rockland Teachers Center
• Rockland Veterinarians: County 

Animal Hospital, Valley 
Cottage Animal Hospital, North 

Rockland Animal Hospital, 
Nanuet Animal Hospital, Spring 
Valley Animal Hospital, Cat 
Care Clinic of  the Nyacks

• Cornell University College of  
Veterinary Medicine

• Sparkill Creek Watershed 
Alliance

• The Learning Collaborative
• Towns of  Clarkstown, 

Haverstraw, Orangetown, 
Ramapo, and Stony Point

• United Way
• Upper Nyack Green Committee
• Villages of  Airmont, Chestnut 

Ridge, Grandview-on-the-
Hudson, Haverstraw, Hillburn, 
Kaser, Montebello, New 
Hempstead, New Square, 
Nyack, Piermont, Pomona, 
Sloatsburg, South Nyack, Spring 
Valley, Suffern, Upper Nyack, 
West Haverstraw and Wesley 
Hills



2020 Funding
Thank you to our Funders!

• Cornell University College of  
Agriculture & Life Sciences

• Health Research Inc. (HRI) 
• Hudson River Estuary 

Program
• New York State Department 

of  Environmental 
Conservation

• New York State Water 
Resources Institute

• Orange and Rockland 
Utilities

• Rockland County Division of  
Environmental Resources

• Rockland County 
Department of  Social 
Services

• Rockland County Youth 
Bureau

• Rockland Green
• Rockland County Stormwater 

Consortium
• St. Dominic’s Family Services
• SUEZ
• Tractor Supply Company
• Balchem Corporation

County
Honorable Edwin J. Day 

Rockland County Executive

Honorable Alden H. Wolfe
Rockland County Legislative Chair

State
State of  New York
Cornell University

Dr. Christopher Watkins, Director,
Cornell University Cooperative Extension

Federal
United States Department of  Agriculture

The County of  Rockland, through the 
offices of  County Executive Edwin J. Day  

and the County Legislature, provides 
substantial  funding for Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of  Rockland’s programs and 
operations which allows us to leverage state 

and federal funding.

Rockland County  
 Direct Aid

New York State 
 Fringe Benefits, University Resources, 
 Direct Aid, and Grants

Federal Government

Contracts, other Grants, Program Revenue, 
and Fundraising

14%

15%

42%

29%

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected  Veterans, 
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.



Help CCE Rockland  Help CCE Rockland  
reach 200 years  reach 200 years  

and beyond.and beyond.

Help CCE Rockland  
reach 200 years  

and beyond.

• Be a Speaker, share your expertise
• Be an Advocate, spread the word
• Be an Advisor, help shape our programs in 

advisory committees
• Be an Intern, gain experience and help us 

reach the community
• Be a 4-H Leader, shape the next generation
• Be a Master Gardener Volunteer, keep 

Rockland growing
• Be an Environmental Steward, keep 

Rockland healthy
• Be a guide for Youth, educate & enrich 

Rockland’s youngsters
• Be a Participant, attend our programs & 

utilize our services
• Be a member of the Board of Directors,  

help guide CCE
To find out more about volunteering or to express 
 your interest,  please email rockland@cornell.edu or call 

the office at (845) 429-7085.


