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Spotlight on the Brandywise F1 Tomato
by Margaret Raupp

   
Last year, 20 Master Gardeners trialed the Bran-dywise 
tomato in their home gardens. We first learned about 
this variety from Fruition Seed’s Petra Page-Mann at 
our May 2020 meeting. She shared the story of the 
development of this juicy red slicing tomato that is 
packed with disease resistance and flavor. If you have 
grown other disease resistant to-matoes in the past 
and found them disappointing in the flavor category, 
you might like Brandywise. This tomato pairs the rich 
heirloom flavor of Brandywine with Cornell’s cutting-
edge resistance to late blight, early blight, and Septoria 
leaf spot.¹ So, you get the best of both.

Our MG trial gardeners agreed that Brandywise lived 
up to the hype; it was a very tasty and firm toma-to, 
free of diseases, prolific, and easy to grow. It can get a 
bit large, but some prun-ing will manage that. It does 
require caging or staking. The tomatoes ranged from 
three inches to 5 inches in diameter. The plants did 
not stop producing until the frost killed them.

A few MGs grew Brandywise in pots, but this is not 
really a patio tomato. If you decide to grow it in a 
pot, it should be a big one. Do not expect as many 
tomatoes though. At last count I had harvested fifty 
tomatoes off my Brandywise and as the frost arrived, 
the plant still had at least 10 green tomatoes.

If you are interested in growing Brandywise in your 
garden this year, a limited number of plants will be 
available at our 2021 spring plant sale. If you would 
like to pre-order, please send Margaret Raupp an 
email at mkraupp12201@aol.com. Brandywise plants 
will be $3.50 each.

¹Fruitionseeds.com


