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Spotted Lanternfly: Little Pest, Big 
Problem for Rockland & NYS

Their egg-masses are subtle, and can be found on bark, rocks, 
& many other surfaces. If you spot them, report them! Email 
spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov.

Backyard 
Chickens for 
Beginners

Whether you’re 
interested in raising 
a few chickens in 
your backyard or 
starting your own 
chicken-based 
enterprise, this class 
will cover it all.
read more on page 6

Let’s Connect!

on on 
on on 

mailto:spottedlanternfly%40agriculture.ny.gov?subject=
https://twitter.com/CCE_Rockland
https://www.facebook.com/RockCCE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/15205028
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbNooBxcg0OndD0TEiGVgzg
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Environment

Do Not Flush Those Wipes!
Even ‘Flushable Wipes’ are not flushable!

When wipes are flushed, they combine with grease in 
the sewer line and get stuck. This mixture CLOGS the 
sewer line and causes back-ups on streets and in homes!

Thousands of tax dollars are spent each year cleaning 
wipes out of sewer lines.

What is an Illicit Discharge?

Dumping of any kind to the storm drain is illegal!
The EPA defines an illicit discharge as 

something in the storm sewer system that is 
not entirely storm water. Examples of illegal 
discharges are illicit sewer-line connections 
and dumping of any kind. This most frequently 
includes motor oil, grease from commercial sites, 
household toxins, pet waste, trash and more.  

Catch basins in Rockland County do not lead 
to treatment plants, but instead lead directly to 
local waterways. Illicit discharges greatly pollute 
our surface waters. Should you see or smell what 
appears to be an illicit discharge, or dumping 
to the storm drains, report it at once to your 
municipality.   
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From the Horticulture Laboratory

The Garden in March by Michael Wilson

March is a good month to finish the pruning 
that was not accomplished in February. This is 
a good time to prune small trees and shrubs, 
like crabapples, cherries, and other fruit trees. 
Fruit bearing shrubs like blackberry, raspberry, 
and blueberries benefit from a light pruning 
and cleaning up. When pruning, start with the 
obvious dead and diseased branches. Then 
remove any branches that are rubbing or 
crossing over the plant in a bad direction. Then 
worry about any waterspouts or suckers. Be 
judicious and remove a little at a time, stand 
back and look at it, and then remove more if 
need be. Remember, you can not glue the branch 
back on if you make a mistake. Because March 
can still be unpredictable, I prefer to prune cut-
back shrubs like Buddleia or Vitex after the first 
of April.

March is also a good month to cleanup and 
cut back perennial borders. It is a good time 
to spread a nice layer of mulch on the garden 
because only the earliest bulbs, like Snowdrops 
and spring ephemerals are present. Mulching is 
always easiest before most of the dormant plants 
emerge. It is best to use a good, double ground 

hardwood mulch and put down about 3 inches. 
Usually, this mulch is available at the same 
municipal sites where compost is distributed. It 
is becoming essential to put down a thick layer 
of high quality mulch to conserve water due 
to unpredictable weather patterns and climate 
change. 

In the vegetable garden, March is a good 
month to start seeds indoors for early, frost 
hardy, spring crops, like spinach or arugula. 
The middle of the month is a good time to start 
seedlings for an early to mid April planting. The 
use of a cold-frame is beneficial in providing 
a quicker harvest. This is also a good time to 
prepare the garden beds by incorporating soil 
amendments like compost and/or manure. 
There are different methods of preparing the 
bed and size may be a deciding factor. You 
can turn the soil over by hand utilizing the 
double dig or French Intensive method which 
involves loosening two layers of soil and adding 
organic matter. If you are turning in cover 
crops, you may find it easier to use a roto-tiller 
to incorporate a green manure. It is always 
beneficial to have a soil test completed every few 
years to keep up with optimum soil health.

For further information vegetable gardens, 
pruning, mulch, and diagnosis of your plant 
problems contact the Horticultural Lab by calling 
845-429-7085 option 3. You can also email the 
lab by contacting mw767@cornell.edu.

mailto:mw767%40cornell.edu?subject=
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4-H & Youth Development

Youth for Climate Action Members Explore Solar Energy, 
Community Science, and Plastics

On January 30, members of the Youth for 
Climate Action program toured the Clarkstown 
Solar Field with the Supervisor of the Town of 
Clarkstown, George Hoehmann. During their 
visit, the youth learned how the solar field was 
created, along with the challenges and benefits of 
building a solar field on a landfill.

For the following session on February 11, 
our own Executive Director, Suzanne Barclay, 
discussed the effects of climate change on birds, 
and introduced the members to community 
science initiatives. From February 12 – 15, the 
members participated in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count, using the Cornell Lab of Ornithology app, 
Merlin Bird ID, to identify birds and record their 
findings.

On February 18, Alexis Goldsmith from 
Beyond Plastics presented a sobering 
presentation on plastic pollution and its 
damaging effects on the environment, 
wildlife, and human health. The members 
learned about the growth of ethane cracker 

plants, environmental justice issues, plastic’s 
connections to climate change, and the amount 
of plastic we unknowingly consume each week. 
To address these concerns, Alexis encouraged 
the youth to write letters to their legislators, host 
community events, make changes in their daily 
lives, and reach out to newspapers and other 
media channels. Visit the Beyond Plastics website 
to learn more about plastic pollution and the 
organization’s work.

For more information about the Youth for 
Climate Action program, please contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu.

https://www.beyondplastics.org/
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=
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4-H & Youth Development

Teen Leadership Rockland Members Prepare for Careers

This past month, members of Teen Leadership 
Rockland learned about emerging careers in 
Rockland County with Stephanie Compasso and 
Beckie Moshier from Rockland BOCES. During 
the session, the youth explored career clusters on 
the Minnesota State CAREERwise website and 
discussed how to prepare for various careers. 
The youth also discussed growing industries in 
Rockland County including healthcare, tourism, 
and green energy, and they created ‘elevator 

pitches’ to promote themselves to potential 
employers. In the upcoming sessions, the youth 
will tour the Clarkstown Police Department, 
and will learn about leadership in government 
from Rockland County legislators. For more 
information about visit the Teen Leadership 
Rockland program website  or contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu.

Youth Prepare for Virtual 4-H Public Presentations

This month, 4-H members throughout 
Rockland County are preparing for the annual 
4-H Public Presentations Event, which will take 
place virtually through March 7. This program, 
which occurs in counties throughout the nation, 
is one of 4-H’s most beneficial experiences, and 
it is the one most often credited by 4-H alumni 
as having given them an edge above peers in 
both college and professional careers. For this 
event, youth choose a topic and the type of their 
presentation – Demonstration, Illustrated Talk, 
Speech, Recitation, Dramatic Interpretation, or 
Interview Process. After creating and practicing 
their presentation, participants will record it and 
submit the video to the evaluators, who will view 
their presentation and provide written feedback. 
Through this feedback and dialogue, youth will 
be able to identify their strengths and determine 
specific things they can work on to improve their 
next performance. This is a great opportunity to 
showcase their skills, share their interests, and 
receive valuable suggestions to improve their 

presentation. The community will be able to see 
these presentations and ask questions of the 
presenters during the Rockland County Virtual 
4-H Public Presentation Showcase Event, which 
will be scheduled later this spring. After this 
countywide event, selected individuals will be 
able to advance to the District Virtual 4-H Public 
Presentation Event, which will be hosted virtually 
in May. 

For more information, visit our 4-H Public 
Presentations website at or contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu or (845) 429-7085 
x 103.

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/teen-leadership-rockland 
http://rocklandcce.org/youth/teen-leadership-rockland 
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=
http://rocklandcce.org/youth/public-presentations
http://rocklandcce.org/youth/public-presentations
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=


Youth Honored at the Rockland County 4-H Awards and 
Recognition Ceremony

Despite the challenges of 2020, Rockland 
County 4-H members persevered and continued 
to serve their communities and develop life skills. 
On February 12, 4-H families came together 
to recognize these 4-H members and share 
memories of the past year. After viewing a slide 
show of the various 4-H programs and events, 
the youth shared their favorite 4-H experiences 
including a club trip to the Equine Affaire in 
Massachusetts and the 4-H Project Sampler 
Day. The 4-H Educator, Kristin Ruggiero, then 
highlighted the achievements of the award 
recipients, including Karina Ceglinksi, who 

earned the esteemed ‘Making the Best Better’ 
Award, and Charlotte Bodkin and Charlotte 
Slavis, who earned their first-year 4-H pins. 
Congratulations to all of our 4-H members and 
thank you to our 4-H families, friends, and 
community members who made these programs 
possible.

Visit the Rockland County 4-H Awards 
and Recognition Program website for more 
information, or contact Kristin Ruggiero at 
klf37@cornell.edu.

Upcoming Events

Backyard Chickens for Beginners

Tuesday March 3o, 6 to 8 PM 
Register by March 28
Online via Zoom

Are you new to raising chickens?
Learn how to select, house, and care for 

small flocks of chickens.
At this class you will get an overview of:
• How to navigate your town’s rules and 

regulations for backyard chicken flocks
• Getting started with egg layers or broilers 

(meat birds), and choosing the bird that 
is right for you

• Housing, feeding and watering needs
• Learn about portable chicken coops
• Protecting your birds from weather and 

predators
Class instructor, Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Ulster County Livestock Educator 
Jason Detzel, has many years of chicken-

raising experience with both laying hens and 
meat breeds of all kinds. Whether you’re 
interested in raising a few chickens in your 
backyard or starting your own chicken-based 
enterprise, this class will cover it all.

The registration fee is $10 per household. 
Registration is limited and will be on a 
paid, first-come, first-served basis. Sorry, 
no refunds. Learn more and register on the 
Backyard Chickens for Beginners event page.

For more information, contact Jason Detzel 
of the CCEUC Ag. Program at 340-3990 ext. 
327, or email jbd222@cornell.edu.

4-H & Youth Development

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/4-h-club-leader-resources
http://rocklandcce.org/youth/4-h-club-leader-resources
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/03/30/backyard-chickens-for-beginners
http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/03/30/backyard-chickens-for-beginners
mailto:jbd222%40cornell.edu?subject=
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Rockland Conservation 
& 

Service Corps 
Live • Learn • Serve 

R E C R U I T M E N T
N O W  F O R  2 0 2 1 !  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  A v a i l a b l e  N o w !
RCSC is a summer program that provides members with a wide

range of experiential training, service and leadership
opportunities in addition to professional development in the

conservation and environmental fields.

P R O G R A M  D A T E S
Start Date: June 1st, 2020 
End Date: August 20, 2020 
Monday through Friday
and some weekends 

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S
Available June 1 - August 20 
Ages 18+ 
Must like the outdoors and
environmental issues! 
Responsible, motivated, and
have a postitive attitude! 

C O M P E N S A T I O N
Living Stipend: $2,300

F O R  M O R E
I N F O R A M T I O N
Contact: Kim Burgos or 
Kathy Galione 
rcsc@co.rockland.ny.us
845-364-2937 or 2932

A Program of the Rockland County Youth Bureau
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Have you seen our new video about the work we do?
For over 100 years Cornell 

Cooperative Extension has served 
the people of Rockland helping 
individuals make better decisions 
about their lives, their families and 
their communities. Today, in the 
midst of a global pandemic, we 
continue to carry out our programs 
keeping residents up-to-date 
on environmental issues, youth 
development, gardening, nutrition 
and health.

While we’re grateful that Rockland 
County has committed to maintain 
our funding in 2021, state government 
funding is likely to be reduced as New 
York faces a major budget shortfall. 
Like many nonprofits, we depend on 
community support to maintain our 
programs and services. That is why we are reaching out to you to help us continue our mission. A new 
video on our website at www.RocklandCCE.org further explains this request, or simply click on this 
image to be taken to our YouTube channel. Please consider making a tax-deductible gift today to 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland and help us continue putting knowledge to work for a 
better Rockland. Thank you in advance for supporting our work.

Upcoming Events
Fertilizer Law Certificate Class

Wednesday April 7th, 9 to 11 AM
Online via Zoom

This course qualifies participants to obtain a landscaping 
license through Rockland County. Certificates of Completion 
required by the County are distributed at the conclusion of 
the class. Fee: $50.00 
Register Online: RocklandCCE.org/FertLaw

Senior Citizen’s Day at the Lab

Every Wednesday in November
CCE’s Horticulture Diagnostic Lab

Contact the Horticulture Diagnostic Laboratory on any 
Wednesday and mention this ad to pay just $5 for your 
first diagnostic service ($10 per sample for each additional 
sample). 

http://rocklandcce.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siprnHgtrSo&feature=youtu.be
http://rocklandcce.org/donate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siprnHgtrSo&feature=youtu.be
http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/02/03/fertilizer-law-certificate-program-2021-now-online
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Horticulture

A Greener Garden

The Green Gardener program has gotten off to a great start. During these snowy winter days, it has 
been a nice escape to come together to learn about gardening. This series was designed to encourage 
student participation. Each class us actually two sessions: the first is a lecture presentation with a 
homework assignment and the second is a chance for students to present their work and get feedback. 
Students have enthusiastically participated.

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland County is so grateful to Master Gardeners Donna 
DeSousa, Bob and Diane Liefer, Chris Shankar and Hort Lab tech Michael Wilson for sharing their 
knowledge and providing such thoughtful horticulture education. 

Our five course program concludes with Garden Design (starting on March 10) and Plant 
Diagnostics: Diagnosing and Solving Plant Problems (March 24). You can register for the two 
remaining courses on Eventbrite.

Suez residential customers: 
$25 rain barrel!

If you are a residential Suez customer you can buy a 
rain barrel for $75 at Cornell Cooperative Extension, 10 
Patriot Hills Drive, Stony Point, NY. You can then submit 
a rebate form to Suez who will reimburse you $50.   

Please note additional rebates are available. Please see 
the rebate form on the My SUEZ Water Rebates page.

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-rockland-county-14356683195
https://www.mysuezwater.com/water-in-my-area/residential-customers#:~:text=SUEZ%20Offers%20Rebates%20on%20Water%2DSaving%20Products&text=That's%20why%20we%20offer%20rebates,savings%20you%20qualify%20for%20today
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