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Jaime Cummings, Field Crops Coordinator with the New York State Integrated Pest Management Program 
presented a Soybean Cyst Nematode (SCN) Workshop. SCN was first discovered in New York State in Cayuga 
County in 2016. We can now say SCN is widespread in NY and it is now time to expand education and intensive 
SCN management efforts. 
 
Why do we care? The SCN is the #1 yield-robber of soybeans. (see chart). Without symptoms, there can be 10-30% 
yield loss. With severe symptoms, there can be 50% loss; you don’t want to get to this point. Other management 
challenges are that eradication isn’t an option and SCN are long-lived. 
 
It’s easier (and less expensive!) to maintain low or moderate SCN levels than it is to reduce higher populations. 
Fortunately, most SCN confirmations in NY were at ‘Low’ population densities. According to SCN Diagnostics 
Laboratory: <500 eggs = low, 500-10,000 = moderate, >10,000 = high. 
 
SCN symptoms are vague or invisible. Some questions to help determine if you are impacted by SCN: 
• Do you have fields that are consistently low-yielding? 
• Do you have fields with a history of Sudden Death Syndrome? 
• Areas of fields prone to flooding and/or compaction? 
 

 
 
So what should I do if I suspect SCN? 
Testing is important, but low populations are difficult to detect. So, focus your sampling, especially in fields with a 
history of Sudden Death Syndrome. Use general, random sampling, in-season visual checks for cysts. Dig (not pull) 
plants, gently remove soil and look closely: Mid-July or Early-September is best time. 
 
 



 

Once confirmed in a field, test your fields to know your numbers. One cyst can contain up to 250 eggs! 
• Pay attention to populations = egg counts 
• Test known infested fields once every 3 years 
• Record and track egg counts 
• Follow management recommendations. IPM is the best approach to managing SCN. 
 
TEST, TEST, TEST 
• A negative result doesn’t mean you don’t have SCN 
• Could be very low population, or you just missed them 
 
Rotate to non-host crops (corn, alfalfa, clover, small grains) 
• Best and most cost effective 
 
Rotate resistant varieties 
• Emphasis on rotate-nematodes are becoming resistant 
 
Use nematode seed treatments when necessary! Not needed in most NY fields-yet! 
• Results will vary among treatments, among locations/soil types and growing seasons 
• Treatments get best ROI in situations with high SCN infestations 
 
Continue testing with a reliable lab. NYSIPM uses and recommends SCN Diagnostics, University of 
Missouri, 573-884-9118, scndiagnostics@missouri.edu 
• $25 per sample 
• Very fast turnaround 
• Egg counts 
• Can also do race-type testing 
• Very responsive to questions 
• Specialize in SCN testing. 
 
The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets and New York Corn and Soybean Growers 
Association fund soybean cyst nematode surveys in NY. 

  
  

 

 

Female soybean cyst nematodes form bulbous, egg-filled nodules from which young SCN will hatch 
the following spring. Photo: Keith Weller/USDA. 
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