
Cornell 

Cooperative 

Extension-Yates 

County Response 

to COVID-19 

 

CCE-Yates County                              

Re-opening Plan 
CCE Yates County has daily office 
coverage, with 50% working in-
person, and 50% working remotely. 
This includes work within the 
community (agriculture, gardening, 
natural resources, youth and 
families) using social distancing 
practices. To view our re-opening 
plan, visit us online at: http://bit.ly/
CCEYatesPlan 

Program Highlights 
• Hand Sanitizer 

Distribution 
• Container Garden 

Kits 
• Yates County Fair 

2020 – Re-Imagined 
• 4-H Youth Summer 

Programming 
• Natural Resource 

Updates 
• Agricultural Updates 
• TANF Life Skills 

Updates 

Mission Statement  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Yates County puts knowledge to 
work in pursuit of economic 
vitality, ecological sustainability 
and social well-being. We bring 
local experience and research 
based solutions together, helping 
local Yates County families and 
communities thrive in our rapidly 
changing world. 

http://bit.ly/CCEYatesPlan
http://bit.ly/CCEYatesPlan


This past May, Cornell Cooperative Extension partnered with the New 
York State Department of Agriculture and Markets to distribute free 
sanitizer (NYS Cleans) and cloth face coverings for farmers and 
employees. In July, the distribution was expanded to include local 
campsites and marinas. Two distribution sites were established, and 
CCE staff volunteered their time (and vehicles!) to deliver sanitizer if 
transportation was a challenge. Per data collected from each business, 
the distribution tally is as follows*: 

Hand Sanitizer Distribution for Local Businesses 

Cornell Cooperative Extension– Yates 

County Programming Highlights 

Pictured: Yates County Legislator Terry 
Button provides trucking services to 
bring sanitizer from the NYS Fairgrounds  

CCE-Yates County Round 

#1 Distribution Numbers 

Number of Farm Employees – 812 

Farm Stands – 32 

U-Picks – 4 

CSA/Food Delivery – 2 

Packing House Facility – 1 

Dairy & Livestock – 4 

Nursery & Horticulture – 12 

Craft Beverage —1 

Campgrounds – 5 

Marinas/Boat Launches– 5 

Other– 41 

*As of 8/25/2020 

How much sanitizer is 

that? 

1-gallon bottles 

distributed 

 2 oz. personal 

spray bottles 

 Cotton masks 

distributed                                                       

Pictured: NYS Clean Hand Sanitizer on 
display at Keuka Springs Winery                     
(Penn Yan, NY) 

Pictured (above): Terrie Sautter (CCE Finance) picking 
up sanitizer at the NYS Fairgrounds 



Container Garden Kits 
CCE Offers FREE Container Garden Kits to the Public 

“What a great idea, 

Cooperative Extension!” 

“Love seeing my kids get 

involved with garden 

projects.” 

During this pandemic, one at-home activity that has gained 

more popularity is gardening. In response, regional CCE 

Extension offices came together to share our gardening skills 

and nutrition knowledge with our communities. With the help 

of a New York State Ag and Markets grant, we assembled do

-it-yourself gardening kits, which provided everything one 

would need to grow healthy lettuce and herbs indoors. Each 

kit contained three planting containers and potting mix, along 

with sweet Italian basil, green onion, and lettuce seeds.  

There were 1,200 kits assembled, and distributed across 

Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben, Yates, and Tioga counties. In 

an effort to help the at-home-gardener succeed, the kits also 

included a planting instructions brochure and website links 

which featured instructional videos, SNAP-Ed New York 

recipes, and plenty of other gardening resources.  

In late-July, CCE-Yates County’s first distribution occurred 

at the Starkey Highway Department Mobile Food Pantry and 

the Pro-Action Senior Drive-thru Picnic (hosted by the 

American Legion). Since then, additional community 

distribution partners have been added, allowing citizens more 

flexibility in pre-ordering a kit for themselves.  

Additional Community 

Distribution Partners 

• Penn Yan Public Library 

• Finger Lakes Museum 

• Yates County Community 

Center 

• Our Town Rocks! 

• Dundee Library 

As of 10/7/2020, over           kits 

have been distributed 

throughout Yates County.  
 

“How incredibly 

Pictured (above): Caroline Hunt (Ag Educator) 
dropping off container garden kits at the American 
Legion 

“What timing! We were 

just planning where our 

garden will be. Thank 

you so much!” 



Yates County 4-H Youth Programming  

Yates County Fair Re-Imagined 
July 7th - 11th, 2020 would have been our Yates County Fair. But, 
that didn’t stop the Yates County 4-H program from holding a “re-
imagined” version. On July 26th, 2020, we were able to have an 
exhibit hall “Judging Day” at the Yates County fairgrounds. Not even 
masks or social distancing could deter our 4-H families from 
showcasing their creative and exciting projects from this year. 

Afterwards, the  exhibits were packed up and placed on display at 
WFLR from July 28th through August 5th, and were then on display 
in the windows of the Masonic Building in Dundee August 5th 
through August 26th.  

The re-imagined fun did not stop there. Throughout the months of 
August through October, 4-H youth were also able to participate in 
animal science shows. Categories included Rabbit, Goat, Poultry, 

Dairy, Dog, and Horse. Total number of youth participation yielded  

4-H’ers, with the total of  animals shown.  

To close out “Fair Re-Imagined”, special 2020 rosettes (designed by   
4-H teen Brennan Dailey) were awarded to this year’s exhibits 
selected for state fair, which will be sent in 2021. Outstanding 4-H 
exhibitor rosettes will also be awarded at this year’s 4-H Achievement 
Night.  

This year was certainly different from other years past, but, 4-H youth 
has (and always will) “make the best better.” 

Pictured: (Top photo, left to right) Brenna Hathway, Greyson Hathway, and Laura 
Bagley (4-H Poultry Exhibitors) 
(Middle Photo, left to right): Brenna Hathway and Exhibit Hall Judge Kris Pearson 
(Lower right) Jennifer Clancey (CCE-Yates County 4-H Team Leader) showing off 
the 2020 Rosettes 



As a result of COVID-19, the Yates County 4-H Program 
had to suspend all in-person workshops and gatherings. As 
a result of this, we developed a platform (in addition to the 
Yates County 4-H Facebook page), to share information 
and resources with our families. In addition to 4-H Project 
Spotlights (such as “Random Acts of Kindness”, the 
“Earth Day Challenge”, and “All About Dairy”), this page 
features video tutorials created by Yates County 4-H 
Educator, Samantha Wheeler and 4-H Team Leader, Jen 
Clancey.  

Other 4-H Summer Programming opportunities 
included: 

•  copies of our Summer Youth Activity Guide 

were distributed to youth serving locations throughout 

Yates and Monroe Counties (Museum of Play Event).   

• Virtual Dog Obedience– 53 youth registered 

• Mug Mondays – 6 videos were aired via Facebook – Pizza (60 views), Macaroni and Cheese (43 views), 

Blueberry Muffin (41 views), Chocolate Lava Cake (44 views), Cheese Omelet (35 views), and Pumpkin 

Cake (17 views).  

• Virtual Around the World Dessert Workshops (2 workshops presented featuring recipes from Japan and 

Russia)  

Pictured: 4-H Educator Sam Wheeler demonstrating 
cake decorating from her home kitchen.  

COVID-19 forced us to rethink and re-imagine our traditional 
program delivery methods. In addition to hosting virtual classes and 
workshops, this summer also was the inaugural year for 4-H Project 
Kits and Subscriptions.  
 
The Project Kits came complete with instructions and supplies 
needed to create a fun, hands-on project. Project topics included 
woodworking, recycled art, and gardening.  
 
Project Subscriptions provided an opportunity for families to have 
supplies delivered “no-touch”. Project materials and instructions 
were mailed directly to participants’ homes throughout the summer. 
These kits featured fine arts and crafts, as well as simple sewing 
projects.  
 

• Kits  

• Woodworking (Corner Shelf Kit) 

• Container Garden Kit 

• Recycled Art Wreath  

• Subscriptions  

• Simple Sewing (Sewn Pincushion and Bookmark, Pencil 

Bag, Wallet, Hand Warmers) 

• Fine Arts and Crafts (Friendship Bracelets, Paper Wall Art, 

DIY Greeting Cards, Cup Weaving) 

Pictured: Cup weaving kit 

Pictured: Recycled cork sunflower wreath kit 



Yates County Master Gardener Volunteers 

Sowing the Seeds of Victory 
The return of spring is part of a timeless and inevitable 
seasonal progression. However, spring 2020 was very different 
for the Yates County Master Gardeners. As a result, our 
volunteers encouraged local residents to participate in food 
gardening this season. Planting a garden in times of national 
crisis is a tradition in the United States. During WWI and 
WWII, Americans were encouraged to “sow the seeds of 
victory” by planting Victory Gardens. From large cities to 
small towns nationwide, different varieties of gardens were 
planted in backyards, public squares, schoolyards, and parks to 
both increase the domestic food supply, and to celebrate the 
victory of working together as a community.  

In May 2020, CCE-Yates County and the Master Gardener 
volunteers distributed “Garden in a Bag” seed starter kits to the 
community. Sorted single-handedly in Volunteer Coordinator 
Cheryl Flynn’s living room, these starter-kits provided easy-to-
grow vegetable varieties suitable for beginners and experts 
alike. Using contact-free drop sites such as the “Little Free 
Library” boxes and the Penn Yan Community Garden, the 
Master Gardeners were able to continue their mission to help 
both beginner and experienced gardeners be successful in their 
efforts. This was all possible in part by a grant from the Yates 
County Tuberculosis and Health Association.  

The work did not stop there. One unexpected result of 
increased gardening-at-home was a surge in requests for soil 
pH testing. In 2019, the Master Gardeners did a total of 15 in-
office tests. But, thanks to the ability to set up a touch-free 

drop-off at her home, Cheryl has accomplished tests to 
date! 

Finally, the Master Gardeners continued their tradition of 
maintaining the Penn Yan Community Garden. Thanks to their 
dedication (even with social distancing), the Yates County 

Master Gardeners donated over of produce to 
the Hope Center Food Pantry this past summer.  

Pictured : Donated vegetables to the Hope Center Food Pantry 
(top), Seeds being sorted at Master Gardener Cheryl Flynn’s 
home, and a picket marker at the Penn Yan Community Garden 

“Tending a Victory Garden can 
definitely help brighten your day 
and keep you grounded during 
these challenging times. Find a 
sunny corner of your backyard, 
gather your containers and patio 
planters, or work a plot at the Penn 
Yan Community Garden and sow 
your own seeds of victory!”  
 
(K. Dixon Zorovich, Yates County 
Master Gardener Volunteer) 



CCE– Yates County Produces Virtual Gardening Education Videos 

With the sudden shift away from in-person workshops and 
classrooms, providing learning opportunities to our community 
in a digital world has become an addendum to our association’s 
mission. In response to this shift, Master Gardeners Arlene 
Wilson and Caroline Boutard-Hunt have cultivated a new sense 
of connection with Yates County by producing gardening videos 
from their homes.  

Since March, CCE-Yates County has premiered  videos 
covering a wide-range of gardening topics. Shot from a 
cellphone in her own kitchen and backyard, Arlene has taken 
viewers on a journey through seed starting, upcycling 
containers, no-till gardening, and the on-going web series “How 

My Garden Grows”, which has averaged  viewers per 

episode since its premiere back in June (and has  
followers). Videos can be viewed on our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/CCEYates), and on our YouTube channel 
(http://bit.ly/CCEYates) 

When she wasn’t demonstrating apple tree pruning or growing 
potatoes from her backyard, Caroline has showcased her 
gardening expertise from a few familiar Yates County 
locations. From the front walkway of the Yates County Office 
Building, she provided viewers with a tour of the flora currently 
planted there while discussing drought and heat-tolerant plants. 
Caroline also provided a tour of the children's garden at Camp 
Cory, which has been one of two homes of the Vegetable 
Varieties demonstration beds for the past two years.  

While we’ve embraced virtual garden-based learning, that 
doesn't mean we’ve forgotten our roots when it comes to print 
media. March 2020 was the first anniversary of the “Gardening 
Matters” newsletter, and we celebrated by designating the 
Spring 2020 issue as the “self-sufficiency” issue. This allowed 
subscribers to learn more about food gardening as a source of 
nutrition, and give them the tools needed to help them grow all 
sorts of great produce in containers, window boxes, or even 
straw bales.  

While CCE-Yates staff is still working remotely (and within the 
community using social distancing), we are here for you. 
Whether you send us a message over Facebook (or comment on 
one of our videos), e-mail us, or leave us a voicemail, rest 
assured we will still work with you to ensure your garden 
thrives for years to come.   

Pictured: Rose bushes as seen in “How My Garden 
Grows” 

 

 

 

 

Community Feedback 

“Love this! Thanks for sharing your 
garden walk!” 

 
“You are such an inspiration!! 
Thank you so much!” 
 
“Nice! Thank you for this! Great 
idea to use old lettuce boxes for seed 
starting!” 

Pictured: “Tree Pruning” with Caroline video 
screenshot 

What is Gardening Matters? Gardening 

Matters is a newsletter published four 

times a year seasonally, and is put 

together by the Yates County Master 

Gardeners. Visit https://bit.ly/2G7DPqF 

for more information.  

facebook.com/CCEYates
http://bit.ly/CCEYates
https://bit.ly/2G7DPqF


Watercraft Stewardship in the time of COVID-19 

Natural Resource Education Updates 

Watercraft Steward Program Comparison 

2019 vs. 2020 

Even during a global pandemic, water bodies in NYS are still under attack by aquatic invasive species (AIS). Since 
2015, CCE-Yates County has worked with the Keuka Lake Association in developing and maintaining the watercraft 
steward program for Keuka Lake. While the Summer 2020 program looked different when compared to previous 
years, the KLA Watercraft Steward Program was able to complete its 5th season. With masks and sanitizer in hand, 
the Stewards’ goal stayed the same: to offer voluntary inspections to boaters to check for any organic material that 
might be caught on their boats or trailers, and educate about AIS and steps boaters can take to “Clean, Drain, and 

Dry” their watercrafts. This summer, the Watercraft Stewards inspected boats, and interacted with 

individuals.  

Pictured: Watercraft Steward Phil Simmons 
inspects a watercraft at the Keuka Lake State 
Park boat launch. For a behind-the scenes look 
at this year’s program, visit https://bit.ly/3cCSaaI 

7,811 

17,603 

10,630 

28,380 

Photo Credit (above): Keuka Lake State Park  

https://bit.ly/3cCSaaI


Pictured: Updated HABs safety signage 
Photo Credit: Arlene Wilson 

In response to the occurrence of harmful algal blooms (HABs) 
in the Finger Lakes region, Yates County Public Health, in 
partnership with Keuka Lake Association (KLA), Seneca 
Lake Pure Waters Association (SLPWA), Canandaigua Lake 
Watershed Association (CLWA), and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (CCE) of Yates County developed educational 
signage for public beaches, launches and other public and 
private lake access sites. Over the summer, signs were 
installed near the shoreline at several locations within Yates 
County, and on all three of the Finger Lakes (Keuka, Seneca, 
and Canandaigua) within the county.  
 
Although several factors that likely contribute to the 
occurrence of HABs have been identified and are being 
researched by national experts and on a regional scale as well, 
each waterbody is unique and has a wide range of conditions 
and vulnerabilities, so collecting data specific to each of the 
Finger Lakes can help us to better understand HABs on a 
local, lake-specific level. In 2019, KLA launched the 
Shoreline Monitoring Program (SMP) to monitor for the 
occurrence of HABs on Keuka Lake.  
 
Most algae are harmless and are actually an important part of 
the food web, but when ideal conditions are present (i.e., 

sunlight, calm water, warm temperatures, etc.) certain types of 
algae can grow quickly, forming blooms. Some species of 
algae can produce toxins during a bloom that can be harmful 

to people and animals, these are HABs. They are triggered by 
a combination of both water and environmental conditions 
that may include excess nutrients (i.e., phosphorus and 

nitrogen), sunlight, warm temperatures, calm water, and low-
water or low-flow conditions. These factors that likely 
contribute to the increased occurrence of HABs.  

The KLA SMP program is supported by volunteers from the 

community, a majority of whom have lakefront property on 
Keuka Lake. Volunteers are trained by NYSDEC to properly 
identify and safely collect samples of suspicious HABs. 
Volunteers submit weekly observational surveys of their 

shoreline zone, reporting the presence or absence of a HAB. 
Reported blooms are uploaded to NYSDEC’s interactive map 
that is accessible to the public (https://bit.ly/30fbZQb), where 

blooms reported both through the KLA SMP program and by 
the public are shown.  

Though this year’s programming looked a little different, the 
Shoreline Monitoring Program launched its second season. 

When the program concluded,  volunteers helped maintain 
an increased community awareness and knowledge of HABs, 

with zones being monitored around Keuka Lake 
 

*Zone size can range from 1 lake-front property up to many adjacent 
properties, provided neighbors agree to have their shorelines 
monitored as well.  

Pictured: Harmful Algae Bloom spotted at Indian Pines Park 
Photo Credit: Laura Bailey 

https://bit.ly/30fbZQb


Pictured: Laura Bailey (CCE-Yates County Natural 
Resource Educator) identifying a gypsy moth cocoon 
at the Keuka State Park boat launch. 
Photo Credit: Maggie Mahr 

Northwest Master Forest Owners Program Update 

While COVID-19 updates may have been the top story this 
year, Yates County residents spent their summer staycations 
learning of another type of outbreak. This year, gypsy moths 
have been reported throughout New York State. Gypsy 
moths are an invasive, tree-defoliating insect, whose 
caterpillars are capable of feeding on 500 different species 
of trees and shrubs. White oak is the preferred tree species, 
but most other oaks species in the Northeast are highly 
susceptible, as well as several other deciduous trees (lose 
their leaves each fall) including maple, apple, crabapple, 
aspen, willow, birch, mountain ash, hawthorn and 
sometimes even conifers (have needles or scales and are 
generally evergreen), such as pine and spruce.  
 
Gypsy moths are known as an outbreak pest, as populations 
can quickly increase every 5 to 10 years (possibly due to 
weather patterns) after an extended period of low, nearly 
undetectable levels. Multiple factors affect the size of the 
gypsy moth population each year, such as available food 
sources, parasites, predators, and disease. At low gypsy 
moth population densities, small mammal predators are the 
primary source of mortality, but they do not actually serve 
as a means of population control, especially during an 
outbreak. At higher population densities or during an 
outbreak, disease (a fungus and a virus) tends to be the 
greatest source of gypsy moth mortality. Both the fungus 
and virus require moisture, so control of gypsy moth 
populations by these diseases is better during wet springs. 
 
Healthy deciduous trees can generally regrow leaves after 
defoliation from gypsy moth caterpillars and can usually 
withstand 2-3 years of successive defoliation. During 
outbreaks, when populations are high and food becomes 
scare, gypsy moth caterpillars will feed on almost any 
vegetation including pines and spruce. Conifers do not 
regrow needles as easily as deciduous trees regrow leaves, 
and are more likely to die as a result of defoliation. 
Unhealthy trees are also less likely to withstand defoliation 
and might die after one defoliation episode. In many cases, 
the actual cause of death in trees attacked by gypsy moths is 
not the defoliation itself, but instead a secondary organism 
that invades the weakened tree, such as a fungus or borer. 
Even though gypsy moths can cause significant stress to a 
tree or forest during an outbreak, overall they do not pose a 
major threat to NY’s forests.  
 
In response to public inquiries about gypsy moths, Natural 
Resource Educator Laura Bailey hosted a webinar over 

Zoom on August 13th. This virtual lecture gave  
attendees insight on the gypsy moth’s life cycle, the damage 
they cause to trees, and best management practices in 
curbing the population. The presentation has since been 
posted to the CCE Yates County website, which can be 
accessed via this link: https://bit.ly/3jv4PP6 
 

Questions to Extension 2020 Update 

Between March 5th and September 
11th, the following numbers represent 
calls regarding natural resources: 

 
 
 
 

Phone Calls = 

Hours Total 

Did you know the Master Forest Owners are on 

Facebook? Find us at https://www.facebook.com/

MFONorthwest/  

https://bit.ly/3jv4PP6
https://www.facebook.com/MFONorthwest/
https://www.facebook.com/MFONorthwest/


Agricultural Outreach Updates 

Since March, CCE-Yates County (in collaboration with other associations and community partners) has 
accomplished the following: 

• Developed a mailing list of Mennonite dairy and field crop 
farms in partnership with Lyons National Bank and Yates 
County Farm Bureau to help us provide outreach material 
not easily available to farms without internet.  

 

• Mailed  copies of the NYS Forward Business Safety 
Plan mandatory reopening plan template along with guidance 
from Cornell Workforce Development on filling out the 
template. 

 
• Distributed COVID-19 U-pick best practices and instructions 

on building hand wash stations  U-picks in Yates County. 
 
• CCE-Yates County, in conjunction with the Yates County 

Health Department and CCE-Schuyler edited and published 
Migrant Farm Workers and COVID-19: Farm Employer 
Resource Guide For Schuyler and Yates Counties.  
• This included bilingual signage, farm best practices and 

resources for testing and quarantine of sick workers.  
• It was distributed within the two counties and also 

featured as a resource on the NY Farm Bureau Covid-19 
resource page.  

•  On-Farm-Readiness Reviews completed by CCE-Yates 
Ag Educator Caroline Boutard-Hunt 

“Thanks for sharing and 
thank you so much for your 
leadership in Yates County! 
You’ve really pulled together 
critical information that will 
help farmers and employees 
stay safe in these difficult 
times. Great to see the 
collaboration among CCE, 
NYFB, and the local health 
agencies on this. Great 
work!”  
- Richard Stup (Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Agricultural Workforce 
Specialist) 

Photo Credit (above): Maggie Mahr 



Prior to the first COVID-19 shut-down, CCE-Yates County was hard at work implementing a new in-house 
newsletter: Yates County Farm Update. This free publication provides locally relevant farming support with 
reports from the New York State IPM program, Beef Cattle Management and other regional extension 
resources. In the initial planning stages, the goal was to distribute copies to local farms and community 
distribution sites. In March 2020, we had 2 subscribers. Since then, our mailing numbers have dramatically 
increased to the following: 

 

Month # of Copies Mailed # of Subscribers 

March 2  2 individuals  

April 58  5 businesses 

May 50  5 businesses 

June 68  18 individuals, 5 businesses 

July 76  26 individuals, 5 businesses 

August 76 26 individuals, 5 businesses 

September 77  27 individuals, 5 businesses 

Community Feedback 

“Hello! I just really wanted to 
commend the most recent August 
14th version of the Yates Farm 
Update--especially with regards to 
the forage inventory calculations 
and worksheets--thank you for 
very detailed info on upright silos, 
even differentiating between top 
and bottom unloaders. That type of 
information can be hard to find, in 
a world of large scale agriculture 
that only teaches about bunker 
silos! 

This is on point! I'm really hoping 
farmers will be excited by the 
depth and availability of 
information coming out to them 
this way!” 

Pictured: Yates County Farm Update from August 6th, 
2020 



Cornell Vegetable Program (CVP) 

In Mid-March, disruptions and cancellations were occurring in all corners of New York State, and the Cornell 
Vegetable Program’s spring 2020 courses and meetings were no exception. While cancelling these meetings 
was the responsible thing to do, one negative result would be the growers’ inability to access necessary DEC 
credits for maintaining their pesticide licenses. However, CVP persevered, and successfully developed an 
online education platform. After receiving guidance and support from Extension colleagues in Eastern NY, 
CVP’s first venture in online education started with the Cole Crops School on March 30th.  At the same time, 
CVP also developed a new protocol that would satisfy NYS DEC requirements for meetings offering 
continuing education. This has since been shared with other Regional Ag teams throughout the state, and 
allows participants to earn DEC pesticide credits through online education.  
 
Other programming resources implemented include: 

• “Live Office Hours” for commercial growers every 
Thursday since April 16th  

• “Finding Urban Land to Farm” online series  

• “Essentials of Food Safety for Farm Workers”: a 5-
part video series covering many required worker 
training topics set forth by the Food Safety 
Modernization Act. 

 
The Cornell Vegetable Program continues to make 
impacts on the growers and agri-business professionals 
of the vegetable industry of New York.  

Photo Credit (above): Judson Reid (Cornell Vegetable Program) 



Finger Lakes Grape Program 

The 2020 growing season has been unlike any other for the 
Finger Lakes Grape Program. In addition to the potential of 
early bud-break in March, FLGP also had to make a quick 
decision regarding their summer programming in the wake of 
COVID-19. While wineries and many other farm-based 
businesses were closed due to the coronavirus outbreak, farms 
in New York were deemed to be essential businesses that 
could continue to operate. The FLGP spent considerable time 
during April and May providing growers with information 
about resources developed in relation to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
After deciding to go online, FLGP held their yearly Spring 
Grape IPM meeting virtually. While growers weren’t able to 
meet in person, they still were able get information from local 

experts, and could still receive 1.5 DEC credits for participating. Over  people registered for the event, 
with some participants calling in from Long Island, and as far away as North Caroline and Canada.  
 
Virtual meetings did not stop there. We worked with the Agricultural Workforce Development Program and 
other CCE regional ag team members to create and disseminate information for farms to develop their required 

farm safety plans. All  growers who attended the first virtual Tailgate Meeting in June said that they 
became aware of the requirement to develop safety plans by the information in our Vineyard Update 
newsletter. All the remaining tailgate meetings were held via Zoom every other Tuesday from June 9th 
through August 18th. These meetings featured a free-flow discussion of what’s been happening in vineyards, 
timely reminders about important practices, and updates on some of the applied research being done in grapes 
this year. Growers earned 0.75 NY pesticide recertification credits for each webinar attended.   
 
Finally, the Finger Lakes Grape program took part in a new webinar series this year. “Timely Tuesdays” (held 
on opposite weeks from the Tailgate Meetings) was a series of webinars that focused on specific topics mostly 
centered around grape growing, featuring speakers from Cornell and elsewhere. One example of a topic 
discussed was how COVID-19 was impacting sales and demand for wine, and what tools would growers and 
wine makers would need to evaluate its impact for 2020 and beyond. 

Pictured: (above) Colorful Concord sampling in late-summer 
Photo Credit: Hans Walter-Peterson (Finger Lakes Grape Program) 

Pictured: Ellen Coyne in the field updating our GIS-
based vineyard map for the region 



Family, Budget, & Life Skills Programming Update 

Since the COVID-19 outbreak began, Americans have 
been feeling the impact both in their everyday lives and 
their financial well-being. Now more than ever, education 
in both finances and budgeting is crucial. Luckily for CCE
-Yates, we are fortunate to have Vallie Castner (CCE-
Yates Community Educator) leading the helm of the 
TANF Life Skills 1:1 program. Through funding provided 
by the Department of Social Services and in partnership 
with Workforce Development, a series of 1:1 meetings are 
provided to Yates County residents and their families. 
Through individualized instruction, participants gain the 
necessary tools and tips to achieve a better understanding 
of their financial situations, and learn to save and “stretch” 
their dollars.  

Though the TANF Life Skills 1:1 program had to make 
major programming adjustments (information shared via 
phone calls, text messages, and then once able, social 
distanced in-person meetings), its impact on the 

community has not changed. To date,  families have 
graduated from the program and additional slots are 
available for families to take part.   

One unexpected opportunity as a result of COVID-19 was 
educating financial literacy on a digital platform. In 
response to the CARES Act, Vallie, Jen Clancey (4-H 
Team Leader), and Maggie Mahr (CCE-Yates Promotions 
and Marketing Coordinator) collaborated on a video 
presentation called “COVID-19 Stimulus Relief: What 
Will You Do With Your Money?”. By watching the video, 

 viewers were given a chance learn more about the 
stimulus relief, and recommendations regarding how to 
spend it.  

Access to the video is available via this link:                                      
https://bit.ly/2S3QYDD.  

Community Feedback 

“I got approved for the rent help. Thank you so 
much for helping me!!” 

“I truly appreciate the information you send 
along and your effort to find it. Thank you 
very much!” 

“I never saved receipts past the cash register 
and now I do! This program has been very 
helpful.” 

“It might seem like just pieces of paper 
(budgeting sheets, tips/ information/ 
educations), but this information has opened 
for communication/ conversations with 
significant other, we are on the same page. 
This has been so helpful”.  

“The accordion pleat file folder I received has 
been very helpful. Every bill and receipt are 
organized and at our finger tips. Thank you!”  
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https://bit.ly/2S3QYDD
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Better Days are Coming 

With the people of New York state 
facing their stiffest test in recent 
years, the staff and educators of 
Cornell Cooperative Extension– 
Yates County are on the front lines 
answering the call to help connect 
our neighbors to healthy food while 
also maintaining our commitment to 
strengthen families and communities. 
Even though our work currently 
demands social distancing, we are 
still here by your side, Yates County. 

facebook.com/CCEYates 
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