
Dorothy P. Flint 
Nassau County 4-H Camp 

February 18, 2021 

Dear DPF 4-H Camp Families, Alumni and Friends, 

We hope this letter finds you well and that you are staying safe and healthy. We are really looking forward to  

opening the DPF 4-H Camp this summer, and we are planning to do so safely. Many Camps across the country did 

open in 2020, and we are learning more about how they managed with the COVID-19 pandemic. We pledge to do 

everything we can to make 2021 a safe and successful summer for our campers. This  summer we will be operating 

both Residential and Day Camp options for our campers.  

Yesterday NYS Governor Cuomo announced that Camps can plan on opening!  See announcement below. However, 

the Governor has not released specific information on camp protocols as of yet. Camps in New York State are  

licensed by the Department of Health (DOH). It was the DOH and Governor’s orders which did not allow our Camp 

to operate summer 2020. The DOH has a strict and thorough accrediting procedure for camps. DOH standards are 

updated frequently and reflect current health situations. With the swiftly changing COVID landscape, we anticipate 

having DOH requirements for summer 2021 sometime mid to late spring. When we know these requirements, we 

will share them with you and adjust our protocols as needed. 

With that being said…. we have been spending our time communicating with camps that operated during the  

Summer of 2020 safely regarding what they used for best practices. We have also been working with the  

American Camp Association (ACA) which had issued detailed operating procedures that were adopted from CDC  

recommendations, and work closely with our network of New York State 4-H Camps. With all these partners we  

are committed to getting though this together. 

Below are some of our current updates/ protocols planned for the 2021 Camp season: 

 Registration and Health Forms: In order to reduce the number of items coming into our office all registration 

must take place online though our BUNK1 system. If you need assistance please email: 

DPF4HCamp@cornell.edu. Registration and website updates will be posted  on  Monday, February 22, 2021. 

Watch Facebook and  Instagram for updates. Also, all health forms will need to be completed and sent to us 

via email or fax no later than June 1 as our medical staff will need the time to review. NO CAMPERS WILL BE  

ADMITTED IF HEALTH FORMS ARE RECEIVED LATE.  
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 Camp Check in: In order to limit the number of people on our Camp grounds this year, we will be doing drive 

by drop off. All campers will be given a 15 min time window to arrive at Camp. Camp Staff will greet your  

campers and check them in and get them settled into camp. Sorry, but no parents/guardians will be permitted 

out of cars. We also ask that you leave any siblings not attending camp, aunts, uncles, dogs, cats and pet  

elephants at home as well. 

 Cohorts: This year, campers will be assigned into Cohorts, based on cabin and age.  Based on current  

expectations, Cohorts will include up to 15 Campers and up to 5 Counselors*. These Cohorts will be important, 

as they will become the “family group” that rotates through the daily schedule together. We are still working 

out the details on whether our Cohorts will be co-ed or not based on schedule. Campers will not be permitted 

into cabins other than their own even if in the same Cohort. Campers and staff assigned to a particular Cohort 

will have very limited interactions with campers and staff from other Cohorts. We will have some specialty staff 

that work with all the Cohorts but will never be considered part of a cohort. *This number may be subject to 

change. 

 Reduced Capacity: Based on current guidance, we will be reducing the numbers of people in certain spaces  

together at the same time. Our current plan calls for 50% capacity putting 5 campers and 1 staff per cabin. This 

plan may be subject to change as we await further guidance from the DOH. 

 Meals: Given the reality of not wanting many people in one space, and that masks cannot be worn during 

meals, we will be restructuring meal times to allow only a few cohorts to be eating at the same time. We will 

also be using many outdoor locations to serve meals to limit the number of people in the lodge. In the event of 

inclement weather, we will look at the possibility of eating inside the cabins or other covered areas throughout 

Camp. 

 Masks: We would love to believe that we won’t need masks, but it looks like they are going to be around a 

little longer. Campers should plan on bringing 3 – 4 masks per day and anticipate wearing them when outside 

their cabin except when eating. Sorry no Gators! Campers will be responsible for managing their masks properly 

throughout the week under the guidance and support of their counselors. Camp will have a limited supply of 

disposable masks available if needed. 

 Stay Over Weekends: At this time, we will not be offering stay over weekend. In order to maintain our  

Cohorts and to be able to give camp a deep sanitation between sessions we will not be having campers stay for 

the weekend. 

 Camp Sanitation: We have acquired bulk hand sanitizer, which will be available throughout camp. Program  

areas will be sanitized in between Cohorts. We will be hiring additional maintenance staff to ensure sanitization 

of communal spaces like the restrooms and the dining hall. 
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 Sick Policy / Over the Counter Medications: We are going to ask campers to monitor their health for 2 weeks 

prior to attending Camp. Any camper that has COVID-like symptoms or who has tested positive for COVID  

within the two weeks prior to attending Camp will need to reschedule their week. Any camper presenting  

COVID-like symptoms at Camp must be picked up immediately. We ask that prior to registering you confirm that 

you or an emergency contact is available within an hour’s reach of camp. This summer NO over the counter 

medications will be administered at Camp. If you have prescribed medications that your camper normally takes 

these will follow our normal medication policies. Please keep in mind that this is also subject to change based on 

DOH recommendations. 

 Ropes Challenge Course / Equine Program: At this time, we will not be offering an Equine Cohort. If you are  

interested in an Equine Cohort please email dpf4hcamp@cornell.edu indicating that you are interested and 

what week(s). We are still working hard to include this in our schedule. This summer the Ropes Challenge 

Course will be included in ALL cohort’s schedules. If  you are not a fan of the activity, don’t worry, our staff  

always have tricks up their sleeve to keep you entertained while at the activity. 

In closing, we hope that you will consider joining the fun in 2021! If you know anyone who is interested in working 

at Camp this summer please have them email dpf4hcamp@cornell.edu or fill out an application posted on our  

website. 

Please know that due to the evolving scenario with the Covid-19 pandemic and the development and distribution  

of the vaccine, any and all programming is subject to change and cancellation. As we move closer to opening day at 

Camp, we will be updating our information, and we will send out update email blasts and post changes to our  

Facebook and Instagram pages over the coming months. Be sure to follow us on those platforms, and/or check your 

email regularly. 

We are excited for the upcoming season and so glad to have you as part of the DPF 4-H Camp family. We can’t wait 

to see Wildwood Road full of cars returning home. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Goldberg                                                                Collin Hedges 

4-H Camp Team Leader                                               4-H Camp Director 
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