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Q: What are some guidelines I should be aware of? 
 

 Preparation: Participants are encouraged to review the Public Presentation resources at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension | Public Presentations (rocklandcce.org). Youth should 
especially review the Evaluation Forms and the California 4-H Presentation Manual Best 
Practices, which includes tips and planning worksheets. Youth are encouraged to give 
their presentation at least once before submission. Please dress appropriately for a 
county event, appearance is important! 
 

 Registration: To sign-up for the presentation event, please register at Rockland County 
4-H Virtual Public Presentation Registration by March 7th.  

 

 Video Submission Deadline: Presentations will need to be submitted by 11:59pm on 
Sunday, March 7th. Evaluators will then have until Sunday, March 21st to evaluate 
submissions. 
 

 Team Presentations: Due to the social distancing guidelines set forth by the state of 
New York during this time, we ask that participants please refrain from doing team 
presentations this year. This will also include sibling team presentations, so as to make 
things equally fair for all 4-Hers. We apologize for any disappointment this may cause, as 
we aim to do our part in slowing the spread of COVID-19 to help keep our clubs, 
communities, country, and world as safe as possible. 

 

 4-H Enrollment: In order to participate in the Rockland County 4-H Public Presentation 
Program, youth must be an enrolled 4-H member. If a youth is not enrolled, they will be 
able to enroll in 4-H without a fee to participate in the event. 

 

VIDEO CRITERIA 
 
Q: Should I film in front of an audience? 
 
A: Filming in front of an audience is NOT required for a virtual 4-H Public Presentation. We 
recommend presenting in front of family, if you would like to present to an audience! As long as 
there is no background noise and the camera can record the presenter/presentation clearly, 
feel free to try this method. 
 
Q: I have visual aids. How should I record my video to capture them and myself speaking? 
 
A: There are multiple ways you can record your video when using visual aids. The evaluators 
will take this unique situation into account. Don't make it overly complicated. 

 Posters: If you are using posters as your visual aids, you may want to tape them up, set 
them up on a table or chair, or have someone else hold them for you while you present. 
 

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/public-presentations
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/49302/California_4-H_Presentation_Manual_Best_Practices.pdf?1612809024
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/49302/California_4-H_Presentation_Manual_Best_Practices.pdf?1612809024
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=RCPP21_239
https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=RCPP21_239
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 Slides: You can present from a laptop/computer screen and video yourself alongside the 
screen. The trick is to do a short test video and make sure the images and text on your 
slides are being captured by the video well. If you have the equipment, you can display 
your slides from a phone or laptop to a TV (there are a few different methods explained 
at How to Play a PowerPoint Slideshow on TV (slidemodel.com)). Another option is to 
record yourself on a video conferencing platform, like Microsoft Teams or Zoom where 
you can share your slides while you are being recorded. In that situation, be sure to 
make eye contact with the webcam as you present. 

The most important thing is that the judge can see you while you are presenting.  The next 
most important thing is for the judge to see your visuals. 
 
Q: How do I incorporate audience questions into my virtual presentation? 
 
A: The audience question portion is NOT required for this division. We recommend practicing in 
front of a live audience (your family members) in order to practice responding to questions. You 
will have the opportunity to respond to questions during the Rockland County 4-H Virtual Public 
Presentations Showcase (see ‘Q: Will we be able to see other presentations?’). 
 
Q: How long should the presentation be? 
 
A: Presentations should be between 5 - 15 minutes long. 
Note: Cloverbuds (youth ages 5-7) are welcome to submit a presentation of between 3 - 7 
minutes long. Cloverbud presentations will not be judged, but will receive feedback and a 
participation ribbon. 
 
Q: Can I do my presentation more than once? 
 
A: We recommend practicing your presentation at least once before creating a final submission. 
Please note that each participant may only submit ONE VIDEO to be evaluated. 
 
Q: Can I edit my video? 
 
A: We ask that any video submitted be filmed in one shot. This means that videos should not 
show evidence of editing including splicing and rearranging clips to produce one video. The only 
exception is in the case where you need to move location for the presentation to continue (i.e. 
moving from an inside room to a barn, kitchen, etc). 
 
Q: I recorded my club presentation. Can I submit this video? 
 
A: Sure. If you already recorded your club level presentation and would like to submit it, please 
do. Check the video to make sure the recording quality was sufficient. Note- if you qualify for 
District Public Presentations you will be expected to present that same presentation again at 
the district level, although we suggest editing your presentation based on the feedback you 
receive from your county evaluators. 

https://slidemodel.com/how-to-play-a-powerpoint-slideshow-on-tv/
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VIDEO SUBMISSION 
 
Q: How do I upload my video? 
 

1. After you record your video, rename it on the computer, making sure to include your 
first initial and last name. You may also include a shortened version of your presentation 
title. 
Example: If I recorded a presentation on Disaster Preparedness for Horses, my video 
recording could have the title: KRuggieroDisasterPrep. 

 
2. Upload your video to Box using this Box link 

 
Note: You do not need a Box account to upload the video. No one will have access to 
your video except for the 4-H Educator and the evaluators. 

 
Q: I am having trouble uploading my video. What can I do? 
 
A: Contact Kristin Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu. 
 
Q: Can I submit a video more than once? 
 
A: No. Each participant is allowed one video submission. 
 
Q: How do I know if my video was submitted correctly? 
 
A: The 4-H Educator will email you to confirm your submission. She will review the file and 
contact you if there are any issues. 
 

AFTER SUBMISSION 
 
Q: When will I receive my feedback form? 
 
A: The evaluators have until March 21st to evaluate virtual presentations. An email including a 
PDF of your feedback form will be sent out by Friday, March 26th.  
 
Q: What happens to my video after I submit it? 
 
A: Videos will be shared with the evaluators who will complete the Public Presentations 
Feedback Form for your type of presentation. The 4-H Educator will send you a copy of your 
feedback form after the evaluation period ends.  
 
 
 

https://cornell.app.box.com/f/11ed8c42761e43e18e315bfa79d0ee75
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
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Q: Can I meet with the evaluators? 
 
A: Yes. After you receive your feedback form, you will be able to schedule a time with the 
evaluators to discuss the presentation and receive suggestions for improvement.  
 
Q: What if I do not receive my feedback form? 
 
A: If you have not received your feedback form after Friday, March 26th, please contact the 4-H 
Educator at klf37@cornell.edu. 
 
Q: Will we be able to see other presentations? 
 
A: Yes. After the presentations are evaluated, the Rockland County 4-H Program will host a 
Virtual Public Presentation Showcase Event where the videos will be shown to family, friends, 
and community members. We encourage every participant to attend so that they can ask and 
answer questions, and learn from fellow 4-H members. The exact date and time will be decided 
based on the participants’ availabilities. Note: Participants will have the option not to share 
their videos. 
 
Q: Are there opportunities to advance? 
 
A: Yes! Youth ages 9 and up (as of January 1) are able to advance to the Southeast District 
Virtual Public Presentations, which are taking place on Wednesday, April 7th, and Saturday, April 
10th. Selected youth will be notified by March 26th, and will be able to choose a time on April 7th 
or April 10th to present in front of trained evaluators. 
 
 
 

mailto:klf37@cornell.edu

