
 

What to do in January 2021 
 

By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 

 

Jan. 4 

 

Perennials: Refer to garden snapshots as you plan this year’s garden. Even if you’re an occasional gardener, 

you can benefit if you use a notebook. Prominently label and note your seed and plant purchases, images and 

observations, frustrations, etc. throughout the year. This can be fun and instructive to review as you look ahead 

to a new year. 

 

Flowers: Perusing all the seed and nursery catalogs starting to arrive almost makes up for the cabin fever 

gardeners get this time of year. It’s easy to go overboard and buy too much, so focus on what you will 

realistically have room to plant.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: It’s too early to begin sowing most seeds indoors yet. You can get a head start on leeks 

and other slow-growing onion family plants. For everything else, begin planning your vegetable garden. Assess 

what worked last year and what you might want to change. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Before you drag your Christmas tree to the curb, consider other uses. Beyond protecting 

marginally hardy plants, if there’s room, consider putting the tree in an out of the way spot in the backyard to 

serve as shelter for birds and other wildlife. 

 

Lawns: Avoid salt to melt snow near plants because it may be toxic to grass and many other species. 

Alternative ice melters based on potassium, magnesium or calcium chlorides are available. Sand or sawdust 

may be used for traction instead, but these are messy when tracked indoors. 

 

Houseplants: Plants use light and grow better when their leaves aren’t dusty. In the sink, you can wipe leaves 

with a damp sponge, rinse plants, or shower using a fine spray. 

 

General: Register today for one, a few or all six virtual (via Zoom) lectures of this year’s Home Garden 

Lecture Series, offered through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester. On one Wednesday per month, 

from January through June, the topics include adaptive gardening, vegetable gardening, rain gardens, 

maintaining a healthy lawn, meadow gardening, and gardens off the beaten path. The whole series is $25; a 

ticket to any one lecture is $5 by check or money order. Preregistration required. For more information visit 

http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Contact CCE at westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4620.  

 

 

Jan.11 

 

Perennials: When ordering new plants, be cautious of those that spread by stolons or rhizomes, commonly 

called “runners.” These may be described as “vigorous” in catalogs. Although these plants may be easy to grow, 

they may crowd out slower growing plants or become invasive. Some species sold in other states might be 

prohibited in New York State. For a list of plants to avoid, see: 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/isprohibitedplants2.pdf  

 

Flowers: Check your canna, dahlia, gladiolus and other stored tender bulbs. Discard those that have rotted or 

dried out.  

 

http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/
mailto:westchester@cornell.edu
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Fruits and Vegetables: As you’re perusing all the seed catalogs that continue to arrive, focus on plants with 

improved resistance to disease, drought and pests.  

 

Trees and Shrubs: Many tree and shrub branches are able to bend some before they break. You might consider 

carefully removing snow from evergreens, such as arborvitae and taxus, where the weight could cause them to 

splay and be permanently bent or misshapen. Removing a glaze of ice from an ice storm can cause damage, so 

it's probably better to take your chances and allow it to melt naturally. 

 

Lawns: To prevent your grass from becoming damaged, limit foot traffic on a wet or frozen lawn. 

 

Houseplants: If houseplant leaves are developing dry tips, the plant may not be getting enough humidity. 

Consider using a humidifier to provide moisture. A less costly (but also less effective) method is to place plants 

on a tray of moist pebbles to increase the humidity around the pots. Make sure the pots don’t sit in water or 

roots may rot.  

 

General: The 2021 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture Series kicks off 

this month:  

Adaptive Gardening 

Wednesday, Jan. 27 from 10 to 11 a.m., remote on Zoom  

Speaker: Mary Ann Adelfio, Master Gardener Volunteer at the CCE Vegetable Demonstration Garden at Hart’s 

Brook Park in Hartsdale, NY. She’ll discuss the challenges of gardening with physical limitations, and adaptive 

methods so you can continue gardening for years to come.  

Preregistration required. $5 ($25 for the six-lecture series from January to June) by check or money order. For 

more information visit http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Contact CCE at westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-

285-4620.  

 

Jan. 18 

 

Perennials: Continue reading catalogues, magazines, and online information from universities and other 

evidence-based sources for information and inspiration. Consider varieties of native plants that support birds 

and pollinators to fit the conditions on your site. For the best selection, place orders soon. 

 

Flowers: Take cuttings of indoor plants such as begonia, coleus, and geraniums, which you can grow to use as 

bedding plants outdoors in late spring. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Are your leftover seeds too old to sprout? Here’s a test: Put ten or so seeds in a paper 

towel, keeping them damp and warm for a week or so (check seed packets for germination time). If fewer than 

half sprout, buy new seeds. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: If branches, boughs or stems have been damaged by winter storms, prune them out when 

they are not frozen. Wait until early spring to perform regular maintenance pruning if needed. An exception is 

oak, which should be pruned before the beetle that spreads oak wilt becomes active. For safety, hire an arborist 

to care for large trees. 

Houseplants: Keep your plants out of drafty areas and in the brightest light available.  

 

General: Sign up now for the 2021 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture 

Series kick off! 

Adaptive Gardening 

Wednesday, Jan. 27 from 10 to 11 a.m., remote on Zoom  

http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/
mailto:westchester@cornell.edu


Speaker: Mary Ann Adelfio, Master Gardener Volunteer at the CCE Vegetable Demonstration Garden at Hart’s 

Brook Park in Hartsdale, NY. She’ll discuss the challenges of gardening with physical limitations, and adaptive 

methods so you can continue gardening for years to come.  

Preregistration required. $5 ($25 for the six-lecture series from January to June) by check or money order. For 

more information visit http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Contact CCE at westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-

285-4620.   

 

Jan. 25 

 

Perennials: Check your plant protection. Adjust stakes, deer-resistant netting, and add mulch as necessary.  

 

Flowers: Sow seeds now for annuals that take a long time to grow, including browallia, annual lobelia, pansy, 

petunia, snapdragon, verbena and vinca. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Check your fruit trees to make sure animals aren’t gnawing at them. To discourage 

mice from chewing on the bark of your fruit trees, make sure there is open space between mulch and tree trunks. 

Install hardware cloth around tree trunks. Bury this at least 2 inches deep and extend above the snow line to 

protect young, thin barked trees from voles and rabbit injury. Rabbit protection should be at least 2 feet high. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets has confirmed that the invasive 

spotted lanternfly has been found in multiple counties in New York. The pest targets a variety of trees and 

attacks important crops, including grapes, hops, apples and forest products. Egg masses may be found now on a 

wide variety of surfaces, including woody plants, stone, vehicles, patio furniture and more. Adult lanternflies 

are great hitchhikers and easily spread during transport of these materials. For more information and a checklist 

of items to inspect before transporting, contact your local Cooperative Extension and see a resource list at 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  

 

Houseplants: Think twice before buying a plant and putting it in the trunk for the chilly ride home. 

Houseplants may be damaged by even a few minutes’ contact with frigid air. Carefully wrap the plant to protect 

it from cold air and place it in the car’s (pre-warmed) interior cabin for the ride. If there’s a chance the pot could 

spill or leak, cover the floor or seat with a tarp or similar protection.  

 

General: Keep your bird feeder full. Not only are you aiding the local wild bird population, but especially as 

we continue to quarantine, birds are fun to watch.  

 

Next in the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture Series:  

Vegetables Love Flowers  

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 10 to 11 a.m. via Zoom 

Speaker: Regina Blakeslee, Master Gardener Volunteer with CCE Westchester and beekeeper. 

She’ll discuss how vegetables and pollinators thrive when vegetable gardens are abundant with flowers and 

offer tips on creating organic gardens that hum with biodiversity that yield nutritious food for all. 

Preregistration required. $5 by check or money order. For more information visit 

http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Contact CCE at westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4620. 

 

Jan. 30 or 31 

 

Perennials: Continue to check newly planted and marginally hardy perennials for frost heaving, which can 

push shallow-rooted plants out of the ground. If the soil has thawed, gently push the plants back in place as soon 

as possible. If the soil is frozen, cover plants with mulch to reduce injury to the roots from cold, drying air. 

Leftover pine boughs applied as mulch after a freeze helps to keep the soil frozen and reduce freezing and 

thawing cycles over winter. 
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Flowers: Consider purchasing seed of colorful nectar-filled flowers that attract beneficial insects and help 

reduce the need for chemical sprays. These plants also support pollinators: alyssum, cosmos, marigold, 

sunflower and zinnia. The blossoms look as beautiful in a vegetable garden or a flowerbed while luring 

predators such as lady beetles and hover flies that feed on aphids and mites. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Challenge yourself to grow at least one new veggie this year. Find a hearty variety and 

learn all about it so you know how to plant it, when and where. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Be on the lookout for winter jasmine and witch hazel, which bloom this time of year. For a 

dramatic arrangement, prune forsythia, pussy willow and/or quince branches and arrange them in a vase of 

water for forcing indoors. 

 

Houseplants: Need a project? Clean your spare clay pots. Soak them in water overnight to loosen mineral 

deposits and use a stiff brush to remove the residue. 

General: Next Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture: 

Vegetables Love Flowers  

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 10 to 11 a.m. via Zoom 

Speaker: Regina Blakeslee, Master Gardener Volunteer with CCE Westchester and beekeeper. 

She’ll discuss how vegetables and pollinators thrive when vegetable gardens are abundant with flowers and 

offer tips on creating organic gardens that hum with biodiversity that yield nutritious food for all. 

Preregistration required. $5 by check or money order. For more information visit 

http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ Contact CCE at westchester@cornell.edu or call 914-285-4620. 
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