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The report “America After 3PM: Demand Grows, Opportunity Shrinks,” includes responses from more than 
30,000 U.S. families and builds on household surveys conducted in 2004, 2009 and 2014. It offers a pre-
pandemic snapshot of how youth spend their afternoons and includes a separate survey of parents 
conducted this fall. For years, afterschool programs have kept youth safe, inspired them to learn, and offered 
parents peace of mind that their children are constructively engaged in the hours between the end of the 
school day and when parents return from work. Commissioned by the Afterschool Alliance and conducted by 
Edge Research, the new study reveals disturbing trends in access to afterschool opportunities, high unmet 
demand for afterschool overall, and paints a picture of stark inequities in terms of which families can access 
and afford afterschool programs. To learn more and to review for a particular state please go to – America 
After 3PM 2020 (afterschoolalliance.org) . 

TOP TAKEAWAYS from the America After 3pm Report 

• The families of nearly 25 million children are unable to access an afterschool program in America today. 
For every child in an afterschool program, three more are waiting to get in. 

• There are stark inequities, with Black, Latinx and low-income families increasingly unable to afford or 
access the afterschool programs their children need. 

• Parents recognize the benefits afterschool programs provide, and an overwhelming majority support 
public funding for them. 

• But we aren’t investing nearly enough in these programs today. We need to do better, to make an 
afterschool program available to every student. Our recovery from COVID-19 depends on it. 

In Jefferson County we have been fortunate to offer 4-H Afterschool programming since 2005, 16 years!  
Schools are a natural environment to extend the learning from the regular school day through 4-H. The 4-H 
afterschool programs do depend on grant funds; and thus our 4-H afterschool programs have changed over 
the past 16 years. Currently we offer 4-H afterschool in the following school districts – Carthage Central 
School District, Watertown City School District, Indian River Central School District, Belleville Henderson 
Central School District, LaFargeville Central School District, Copenhagen Central School District, and Beaver 
River Central School District. We know from our own experience, prior to COVID-19 that parents, school 
personnel and youth appreciate 4-H afterschool. 
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