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SPOTTED LANTERNFLY IN NEW YORK 

By Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
 

For the past several years we’ve written about an invasive pest discovered in Pennsylvania in 
2014. Spotted lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma deliculata, spread within Pennsylvania for several 
years then crossed into New Jersey and Delaware. Despite concerted efforts by professionals 
to stop its spread, individual adults were discovered in New York in 2019. This year populations 
were found in Staten Island; adults and eggs have been 
detected in other sites in New York including Ithaca. Click 
here for a larger map.  
 
SLF is a planthopper native to China and Vietnam. It 
feeds on over 70 plants species in the United States 
using its piercing sucking mouthparts to extract nutrition 
from the phloem sap of plants. It excretes unused sugars 
which can cause sooty molds to form on surfaces around 
them. As SLF mature, their preferred host is tree of 
heaven, Ailanthus altissima, but they also feed on grapes, 
hops, apples and trees such as maples and walnut.   
 
There are four instars or stages of nymphs. The first three 
are black with white spots while the fourth is red with white spots. The spotted adult blends well 
into the plants on which it feeds.  It walks and hops but is not a very good flyer. It is an excellent 
hitchhiker on people, cars and trucks and anything else that moves.  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://extension.psu.edu/tree-of-heaven
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SLF lay their eggs anywhere on trees and other hard 
objects, especially rusty objects, usually in a sheltered area 
e.g. on the underside. The egg masses are covered with a 
waxy substance which changes color as it ages and 
visually blends into bark. Egg masses persist through the 
winter. The adults are killed by frost.  
 
Note that spotted lanternfly is not a fly. It rarely exhibits its 
red “lantern” wings. The waste it excretes is called “honey-
dew” which is not a byproduct of bees nor is it edible.   
 
Spotted lanternfly do not kill plants immediately but weaken 

them over time, making them more susceptible to other pests and diseases. For home 
gardeners they may be mostly a nuisance, but there are major concerns about the economic 
damage possible in New York and the Northeast.     
 
Learn more about SLF by visiting CCEDC’s SLF page and NYS IPM’s SLF page especially the 
checklist on How to Stop the Spread of SLF.  If you find Spotted Lanternfly in New York, report it 
to NYS Dept. Agriculture and Markets, using the Spotted Lanternfly Public Report. 
 
 

BUY LOCAL CHRISTMAS TREES: 
Support local businesses and reduce the transmission of invasive 

pests from out of state. 
By Jen Lerner - CCE Putnam, Brian Eshenaur and Dr. Elizabeth Lamb - 
NYS IPM, Stephanie Radin - CCE Dutchess, NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets 
 
Fresh cut Christmas trees look and smell beautiful. But did you ever stop to consider how these 
and other agricultural products support local businesses and local economies? It’s hard to see 
the effect directly: you go out, cut your own tree or pick out a tree from a local nursery or garden 
center. You see other households doing the same, just like selecting produce at the grocery 
store. But unlike produce at most grocery stores, locally grown Christmas trees are part of a 
shorter supply chain. Often the garden center has contracted to purchase the trees directly from 
the grower. 
 
To give an example, Dutchess County business owner Ray Sabellico of Sabellico’s Garden 
Center & Florist, contracts to purchase fresh cut Christmas trees for their shop from a grower in 
Western New York. Franke Farms tree farm from Wayne County is a woman-owned business 
that grows “New York State Grown and Certified” trees. Christmas tree growers depend on the 

sales of this agricultural product to make a living, pay for labor, pay for 
the services of local contractors and auto mechanics, to purchase 
groceries, and, well, you get the picture: the dollars we spend purchasing 
these trees trickle into a local New York State economy. Small farms 
have been shown to create a 2.12 economic multiplier for their local 
economies in New York State.1 So for every dollar you spend, the money 
fans out into paying labor or making purchases that keep others 
employed.  Keeping agriculture alive is important to our quality of life. In 
addition to the economic multiplier for local economies, An American 

http://ccedutchess.org/environment/invasive-nuisance-species/invasive-pests/spotted-lanternfly
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
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Farmland Trust Cost of Community Services study showed that in a local Hudson Valley county, 
agriculture and agricultural land costs $0.17/Acre in services compared to a home which 
requires $1.23 in services. 
 
Buying New York grown trees also helps reduce the possible transmission of pests from outside 
of New York State. Trees are harvested in late fall after most insects have gone to sleep for the 
winter. There is a small possibility that insects may come along for a ride. If they are local 
insects, they are a short-term problem: swat them or put them outside. But trees from out of our 
area can potentially carry new pests into our area. 
 
A new pest, spotted lanternfly, is currently plaguing Eastern Pennsylvania. This insect lays its 
eggs on nearly anything: crates, stones, vehicles, trees and other agricultural products. State 
agricultural inspectors have regulated the movement of products from out of the infested zone to 
protect New York’s natural and agricultural resources. Transportation of products from outside 
of our own region or country has caused the introduction of countless invasive insects, other 
animals, disease-causing pathogens, and plants. If you suspect you have seen spotted 

lanternfly, or would like to learn more, visit NYS Department of Ag and 
Markets. 
 
Looking for a local tree? Check out CCEDC’s 2020 Christmas Tree Directory 
or visit the  Christmas Tree Farmers Association of New York’s webpage 
where you’ll find a farm locator as well as tips for keeping your tree fresh. You 
will also find a handy review of the species of Christmas trees grown in NYS 
with their shapes and scents.   
 
2020 has been a tough year for all of us, and as we approach the winter 
months, we may lean into family traditions and familiar comforts. If a fresh cut 
Christmas tree is one of your traditions, consider cutting or purchasing a tree 
from a local grower. You will be helping to build local resilience and make your 
farmer’s winter a little merrier and brighter, too. 
  

Creating habitat with your discarded Christmas tree. 
You may have seen discarded Christmas trees used to stabilize eroding shorelines. The angular 
branches hold sand and windblown seaweed so that shore plants can grow and take over the 
job of stabilization.  Did you know you can put old Christmas trees and other brush to good use 
in your own landscape? Overwintering insects and birds have been shown to take shelter in 
brush piles. By using the structure of a Christmas tree or dead branches as the base of a brush 
pile, you create pockets where birds can take shelter on snowy nights, or escape from winged 
predators like hawks or owls. Try placing your brush pile between habitat features—say, 
between the wood line and a bird feeder—to create a bridge 
or island that will provide a safe route.  Learn more about 
creating habitat for birds and insects at the Cornell Lab or 
Ornithology’s, Habitat Network project. If you are not sure 
where your tree came from, you can take it to your local 
municipality to be chipped or shredded. This will help to 
reduce the spread of unwanted invasives like SLF as well as 
make the wood and needles easier to compost.  
 
 

https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly
https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly
http://ccedutchess.org/commercial-horticulture/2020-christmas-tree-directory
https://ctfany.org/farm-locator/
https://ctfany.org/finding-the-perfect-new-york-grown-christmas-tree-about-new-york-grown-christmas-trees/real-trees/tree-care/
https://ctfany.org/finding-the-perfect-new-york-grown-christmas-tree-about-new-york-grown-christmas-trees/real-trees/ny-tree-varieties/
https://content.yardmap.org/learn/brushpiles/
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MORE GREAT GARDEN TOOLS  
TO ADD TO YOUR HOLIDAY WISH LIST 

 

 (Because You've Been a VERY Good Gardener this Year)  
 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

For many of us, this crazy year meant many more hours in our gardens. So you may have 
pulled out tools you haven’t used in years. But it’s also likely you found a need for an upgrade, 
or for a tool you didn’t have. It’s a good time to take a Tool Inventory and put some items on 
your Wish List for next year’s gardening season.   
 
You may want to start by reviewing last year’s list in the December 2019 issue of Dutchess Dirt 
for some essential tools from our first Master Gardener poll.  This fall we took another survey, 
and here are some more tools Master Gardeners say they couldn’t do without: 
 
Pretty-but-Tough Soil Scoop 
We love tools that multi-task, but that doesn’t mean you have to put up with so-
so performance on a tool’s primary task.  The Soil Scoop is unbeatable when it 
comes to transferring potting soil or peat moss or compost from bag or bale, to 
your mixing bin or the pots themselves.  It’s shaped to scoop, and serrated to 
cut into and break up compacted medium, assisted by the pointy tip. The 
stainless steel scoop is sturdy and easy to clean, and the handle is comfortable.  
 
It's also a great trowel for digging and weeding, with root-cutting power from 
both serrated edges. And that tip is wonderful for furrowing seed rows or bulb 
trenches. There are other brands, but this one is American made, and it’s just, 
well, beautiful. 
 
About $27 from Garden Works USA, also available on Amazon. 
 
 
Compact, Folding Pruning Saw 
You probably use too many different pruning tools to fit all of them into your tool 
bag, but even if you have lightweight, compact loppers like we featured in last 
year’s article, there are times when there’s nothing like a pruning saw. 
Especially if it’s a pocket-sized, folding pruning saw. 

It's frustrating to encounter woody 
branches and stems that are just a hair too 
big for your pruners or loppers, or just out of reach inside a 
thorny or densely branched shrub. A good pruning saw can 
precisely locate a cut, even while you’re on your knees with 
only one hand to spare. Many foldable pruning saws are 
really easy to open and they all lock safely in place when 
not in use. 

 
They vary in size and price, from the 5 ½” Felcos for $29 at Home Depot, to (shown here) the 7” 
model for $25 at Mountain Lab Gear.  
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/41741/Dutchess_Dirt_December_2019.pdf?1578076858
http://gardenworksusa.com/soil-scoop/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/41741/Dutchess_Dirt_December_2019.pdf?1578076858
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/41741/Dutchess_Dirt_December_2019.pdf?1578076858
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Felco-5-1-2-in-Folding-Pruning-Saw-F600/202101446
https://mountainlabgear.com/products/folding-handsaw?variant=15089921622079&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2020-01-24&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=Cj0KCQiAzZL-BRDnARIsAPCJs71tF6cWTMWt3uqsxeHvSCVE2uKcrhMiEw40avx7mhm9_Tfb6nsGYx8aAmebEALw_wcB
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Extendable, Expandable Rake 
Raking the lawn is one thing. But getting leaves and debris out of garden beds takes 
a more precise tool. Some beds demand a longer or shorter handle, and most  
benefit from a rake head that expands or contracts to different widths to avoid 
damaging perennial foliage, delicate seedlings, and low branches of woody  
shrubs. The wire-type prongs are also great at freshening and fluffing fine  
mulch like buckwheat hulls. 
 
Put your bulky lawn rakes in the back of the shed till fall, but keep this 
compactable rake within reach all during the gardening season! 
 
Different models are widely available, from $16.50 at Lee Valley,  
to $28.50 for the Vilobos rake pictured here, on Amazon. 
 
 
The Comfiest Knee Pads 
Every time I go to the garden “just” to deadhead/weed/harvest, it seems I end up doing more. 
One of the joys of gardening, right? But bending at the waist to do the various other tasks while 
you wander definitely takes its toll on your lower back. You have to get down on your knees to 
do it right and do it safely. Hard to do if your kneeling pad is back in the shed where mine 
always seems to be.  

That’s why I now strap on my knee pads before I start, so there’s 
no task I can’t attack safely on my knees, without slogging all the 
way back to the shed for a kneeler. I’ve been through lots of 
models over the years, and now have my all-time favorites, an 
adjustable pair of comfy Neoprene knee pads. They have a pair of 
flexible, Velcro-attached straps that don’t fall down, come undone, 
or stretch out over time. They’re washable and they look, well, 
better than others! 
 
Shown: Ulta Comfort Knee Pads $20-$32 at Cate’s Garden or 
Amazon. 

 
 
Serious Kneeling Pad 
On the other hand, you might just prefer a kneeling pad for stationery tasks. If you do, one 
Master Gardener recommends you don’t waste time or money on the flimsy ones.  
 
Linda DiGasper swears by her Mason’s Kneeling Pad, also called a Tiler’s Pad. The backing is 
rigid polypropylene, unlike the ones you find in the 
gardening aisle, and the pad itself is a substantial 
slab of foam… all of it easy to clean. She says she’s 
had hers for years and it hasn’t torn, ripped or 
cracked. Think of how much time masons and tilers 
spend on their knees, and on what kinds of 
surfaces, and you can imagine why. 
 
Shown: QLT by Marshalltown, $26 at Lowes  
 

https://www.leevalley.com/en-us/shop/garden/lawn-care/rakes/62054-adjustable-fan-rakes?item=PH202&utm_source=free_google_shopping&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=shopping_feed&gclid=Cj0KCQiAzZL-BRDnARIsAPCJs70vsZtClCPHHyCDICROjMGGlFOoduEdlVjcdevqMbuJ3CsUEpsjF2MaAhhJEALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/Vilobos-Adjustable-Lightweight-Telescopic-Expandable/dp/B08DHTF6DV/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=https://www.amazon.com/Vilobos-Adjustable-Lightweight-Telescopic-Expandable/dp/B08DHTF6DV/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=expandable+garden+rake&qid=1606767071&sr=8-61&keywords=expandable+garden+rake&qid=1606767071&sr=8-6
https://www.catesgarden.com/products/ultra-comfort-knee-pads
https://www.lowes.com/pd/QLT-by-Marshalltown-Red-19-in-x-13-5-in-Foam-Kneeling-Pad/1000102003?cm_mmc=shp-_-c-_-prd-_-bdm-_-google-_-lia-_-217-_-masonryaccessories-_-1000102003-_-0&placeholder=null&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoJX8BRCZARIsAEWBFMI2s7MKb6AiQc4bPNmZCRqIh3A6frLYRv2Sqpe_xri8AnL_Bf7wWtEaAnd1EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 pm, 6:30 pm, Pawling Free Library online, “Four Seasons of 
Gardening” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information 
visit pawlingfreelibrary.org  

Tuesday, December 15, Stanford Free Library, online, “Gardening in Small Spaces” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information, visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
 
 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Found in Ithaca NY 
New York State Issues Fall update on Spotted Lanternfly   
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
Magnolia x soulangeana, saucer magnolia, is 
a hybrid magnolia (M. denudata x M. liliiflora) 
both from East Asia, pollinated by beetles. It 
is very unusual to find seeds on this tree.  

These seeds often remain on this invasive 
tree all winter. Can you identify the tree? (If 
not, please re-read this issue’s first article.) 

 

https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2020/12/01/spotted-lanternfly-an-invasive-pest-threatening-grapes-and-other-crops-found-in-ithaca-ny/
https://agriculture.ny.gov/news/new-york-state-announces-fall-2020-update-spotted-lanternfly
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Samantha Vacchio 
at sv453@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is closed for the season. Diagnostics questions can 
be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext 134. Written questions can be submitted to our 
website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of 
Gardening. Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.    
 
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:sv453@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

