
NYS WINTER GREENHOUSE WEBINAR SERIES 

The 2021 NYS Winter Greenhouse Growers School is the collaborative effort of educators from CCE Suffolk, CCE 
Orange, CCE Broome, CCE Erie, CCE Steuben, CCE Capital Area Ag & Horticulture Program, NYS IPM, and our sponsor 

NYS Flower Industries 

January 19; 1:00-3:00 PM* 
January 26; 1:00-3:00 PM* 
February 2; 1:00-3:00 PM* 

February 10; 1:00-3:00 PM* 
February 17; 1:00-3:00 PM 

 
*NYS DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits will be available on January 19, 26, 2, and 10.  

To receive credits you must be pre-registered and follow the instructions provided in your  
conformation email and during the Zoom Webinar. 

 
To register, visit http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2021/01/19/2021-greenhouse-growers-school. 
 
$25/date, $75 for all 5 dates.   
 
 
NYS WINTER GREENHOUSE SESSION DESCRIPTIONS: 

JANUARY 19, 2021     1:00-3:00 PM (sign in for DEC credits 12:30-1:00 PM) 

 
New Substrates for Greenhouse Production – Neil Mattson, Cornell University 
Several new substrates and substrate amendments are available for commercial greenhouses. This presentation will 
discuss several materials including wood fiber (ex: HydraFiber), coconut coir, biochar, and silicon. Learn what physical and 
chemical properties are important to consider when looking at new substrates. We’ll discuss plant performance vs. 
traditional peat-based substrates, and how irrigation, fertilization, and plant growth regulator applications may need to 
be adjusted when switching to new potting mixes. 
 
What New Gardeners Want – Dave Konsoer, Proven Winners 
Our industry saw a large increase in interest in gardening and a large number of new gardeners and customers.  Learn 
more about what products sold best, what these new gardeners wanted and needed, and how to keep their interest (and 
sales). 
 
Plant Nutrition: Sherlock Holmes Style – Brian Krug, Corteva Agriscience 
Understanding plant nutrition, including identifying nutrient deficiencies on the fly, can be a bit of a mystery to many 
growers. Identifying the nutrient deficiency is really only a fraction of the mystery; if we can’t identify why our plants 
have the deficiency, we are bound to experience it again and again. To unravel this mystery we need to put on our plant 
detective hats and go to work. And I do mean work. It is unrealistic to think that you can just look at a plant sitting on the 
bench and tell what is going on with it. To become the resident Sherlock Holmes in your greenhouse you need to learn 
the process of diagnosing the problem.  This presentation will cover how to identify nutrient deficiencies, how to 
differentiate symptoms of nutrient deficiencies from symptoms of diseases or other cultural issues, how to solve and 
prevent nutrient deficiencies, and how to grow healthy plants that are less susceptible to pests and diseases and that 
require less inputs. 
 

  

http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2021/01/19/2021-greenhouse-growers-school


JANUARY 26, 2021     1:00-3:00 PM (sign in for DEC credits 12:30-1:00 PM) 

 
Reduce the Risk of Rotten Roots – Margery Daughtrey, Cornell University 
Learn how to recognize symptoms of root rot, what pathogens cause rot, and what strategies you can employ to prevent 
and manage it. 
 
Spotted Lanternfly Update – Ethan Angell, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets 
This presentation will cover recent updates about the spread of spotted lanternfly, how to identify it, how to prevent 
further spread, and what to do if you find it. 
 
Keeping the Weeds Away: New Tools from the Cornell Weed ID Network – Sharon Bachman, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Erie County 
The DiTommaso lab at Cornell is working to create a weed identification network which includes Cornell staff, CCE 
educators, and ag consultants to assist growers in identifying unknown problem weeds and provide growers with up-to-
date on-line tools to assist in weed ID.  Bachman will give an overview of the project and show how greenhouse growers 
might use these tools. 

 
A Review of Production Problems Seen in 2020 – Nancy Rechcigl, Syngenta Professional Solutions 
This presentation will provide a quick review of some of the problems encountered during the 2020 production year and 
remedies to prevent them in the future. Disease, insect, and cultural issues will be covered. 

 
The Next Worst Thing:  Managing Spotted Lanternfly – Dan Gilrein, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County 
This presentation will cover current research on effective spotted lanternfly management methods and products. 
 

FEBRUARY 2, 2021     1:00-3:00 PM (sign in for DEC credits 12:30-1:00 PM) 

 
Quality Assessment of Biocontrol Agents – Rose Buitenhuis, Vineland Research and Innovation Center 
Biological control agents can be expensive and knowing that what you are applying is still alive and effective is essential.  

We will go over quality assessment methods to help you evaluate your biocontrols. 

 

Aphids v. Predator: Greenhouse Aphids and Their Management Using Beneficial Insects – John Sanderson, Cornell 

University 

In this session you’ll learn about some of the most common aphid pests on greenhouse crops and how they live their lives 
– and damage your plants. We’ll also discuss how beneficial insects live and hunt and attack their prey, and how to use 
this knowledge for more effective pest control. 
 

FEBRUARY 10, 2021     1:00-3:00 PM (sign in for DEC credits 12:30-1:00 PM) 

 
Tips for Growing and Marketing Vegetable Plants to New Consumers – Cheni Filios, PanAmerican Seed 
There is a growing interest in growing vegetables, in home gardens as well as on patios and windowsills. Learn how to 
take advantage of this trend and what new varieties, new programs, disease resistance messaging, marketing concepts, 
and tips can help encourage these gardeners.  
 
PGRs for Spring Crops – Rick Yates, Griffin Greenhouse Supplies 
There are equal parts of art and science when it comes to utilizing PGRs on spring crops. Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder! PGRs can not only help us manipulate plants into the shape and size we desire, when used properly they can 
maximize profitability and extend shelf life. Learn the secrets of effective PGR applications. 
 
Basil Downy Mildew Got You Down? Margaret T. McGrath, Cornell University  
Learn updates about current research on ways to tackle this disease, including resistant varieties, fungicides, and cultural 
and environmental management.   
 



FEBRUARY 17, 2021     1:00-3:00 PM 

 
What Do Your Flowers Say Today? Sue Adams, Mark Adams Greenhouses 
Flowers can be more than just pretty plants for our gardens or vases.  Learn about the significance and meaning of 
flowers, and how colors, shapes and numbers impact our moods and decisions. Gain a greater appreciation of the impact 
flowers can have in our lives as well as some fun topics to talk about with your customers. 
 
The Trial Must Go On: Updates from the Penn State Flower Trials and the Cornell Annual Trials – Sinclair Adam, Penn 
State Extension and Kendra Hutchins, Cornell University 
Many of our favorite events like open houses, field days, and visits to trial gardens were put on pause this year due to 
Covid-19.  Even though most trial gardens had to cancel their events, the trials went on and the plants still put on a show. 
Tune in to hear about the 2020 Best in Show and the favorite new plants from the managers of the Penn State Flower 
Trial and the Cornell Annual Trials. 
 
 

 
 
To register, visit http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2021/01/19/2021-greenhouse-growers-school. 
 
$25/date, $75 for all 5 dates.   
 
Questions regarding registration or accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by contacting 
Jolie Hibit at CCE-Erie at 716-773-0970 or jah663@cornell.edu five (5) days before the event. 

 

http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2021/01/19/2021-greenhouse-growers-school
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