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Farewell to Cornellian, Longtime 
Volunteer and Friend,  
Dr. Ian R. Wetherly

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing of Dr. Ian 
Wetherly this past December. For those of you who completed our 
4-H Veterinary Science Program anytime since 1987, you likely 
met Dr. Wetherly in a session, often accompanied by his Bernese 
Mountain dog. You may have learned how to conduct a health 
exam, make a cat collar out of a paper plate or dress a wound, but 
you definitely learned how to treat an animal with compassion. Dr. 
Wetherly was an exceptional storyteller who loved to share tales 
about growing up in the UK, as a veterinary student and veterinarian. 

Dr. Wetherly 
was born and 
grew up in 
Middlesex, United 
Kingdom, outside 
of London. He 
graduated from 
the Cornell 
University 
Veterinary School 
in 1962 and 
completed his 
internship at the 
Royal College 

New Earth-
Friendly 
Horticulture 
Certificate 
Program

Green  
Gardener

All online and in 
the evening to 
accommodate work 
schedules!

read more on page 4

Let’s Connect!

on on 
on on 

https://twitter.com/CCE_Rockland
https://www.facebook.com/RockCCE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/15205028
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbNooBxcg0OndD0TEiGVgzg


Page 2

Rooted in our Past, Growing our Future

of Veterinary Surgeons in London. Two 
years later he opened his veterinary office 
in Haverstraw where he practiced for 55 
years. When he wasn’t treating his own 
patients, he treated animals at the Bear 
Mountain Zoo and in the research lab of 
the Helen Hayes Hospital. 

His life wasn’t only about animals. He 
was a devotee of antique clocks and an 
active member of the National Watch and 
Clock Association.

Janet Cooper Wetherly, a dedicated 
Master Gardener Volunteer since 2008, 
was Dr. Wetherly’s wife who often 
accompanied him to his Vet Science 
program. She generously has asked that 
donations in Dr. Wetherly’s memory be 
made to our Veterinary Science Program. 
It is difficult to say who will miss him most 
– his veterinarian patients or his many 
students – but he will be missed.

Dr. Wetherly’s obituary can be read online at 
lohud.com.

https://obits.lohud.com/obituaries/lohud/obituary.aspx?n=ian-r-wetherly&pid=197285936&fhid=11307
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Environment

Halt That Salt
Winter is here, which means tons of salt will be used to 

make our roads and sidewalks safe.  However, when the ice 
and snow melt, salt can make its way into our creeks, lakes, 
and drinking water supplies.  

Though we can’t stop using salt for 
safety reasons, here are some tips to 
reduce the amount of salt used: 

1. Spread a small amount prior to a storm 
to help prevent ice build-up.

2. Wet your salt before applying, it will 
then stick where you want it.

3. Use a commercial mix of Sodium and Calcium Chloride; it’s more environmentally friendly.

4. For more information see Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Halt the Salt video on our YouTube 
Channel.

Thank you Konnight Family Trust!
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland recently was the recipient of a generous gift 

in the sum of $25,000 from the Konnight Family Trust. This is most welcome in these 
challenging times of the COVID 19 pandemic. The Konnight Family Trust was established 
by former Rockland resident, George F. Konnight, in his will. For over two hundred years, 
Mr. Konnight’s family worked the land located on Maple Avenue in Monsey. Produce grown 
on their truck farm was sold in New York City and New Jersey. The Konnight Family Trust 
contributed to CCE of Rockland in recognition of its continuing work for the protection of 
the horticulture and environment of Rockland County and the Hudson Valley. CCE thanks 
the trustees of the Konnight Family Trust for its most generous support.

https://youtu.be/crU7teu8jnY
https://youtu.be/crU7teu8jnY
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Upcoming Events

The Green Gardener Program is a non-credit, adult education program offered to 
environmentally minded garden enthusiasts, from the novice to the well experienced 
gardener who is looking for a little review. 

Developed with the latest science-based information from Cornell University, this 
program provides students with a practical approach to gardening and environmental 
stewardship. Taught by CCE and  expert Master Gardener Volunteers, this series of lecture 
presentations and interactive assignments offers an in-depth, environmentally focused 
educational experience that will prepare students to create a healthy and thriving garden of 
their own. 

Course Schedule for 2021:
(Classes consist of two sessions and are held from 6:30 to 8 PM via Zoom.)

• Starting a Garden from Scratch on Jan. 27th and Feb. 3rd
• Organic Edible Gardening on Feb. 10th and 17th
• Native Plants on Feb. 24th and March 3rd 
• Garden Design on March 10th and 17th
• Plant Diagnostics on March 24th and 31st 

Participants enrolling in all 5 courses receive a discounted tuition rate of $175 for the 
whole program. Participants can register for each individual course for a fee of $40 per 
course. Learn more and register online on our program page.

http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/01/27/green-gardener-certificate-program
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From the Horticulture Laboratory

A Rough Season for Wildlife by Michael Wilson

This is already a rough winter for wildlife. 
Instead of a pandemic, they are undergoing a 
serious famine. Because of the excessive rainfall 
and lower temperatures in the spring of 2020, 
there was little to no pollination on fruit and nut 
trees. In one way it was nice because I did not 
have to clean-up any black walnuts in my yard 
and patio this year. Also, I did not have to worry 
about acorns falling from the oak tree that I park 
next to. But, what has been the effect on our local 
wildlife population? 

In my neighborhood, the deer have become 
excessively aggressive in their search for food. 
Collectively, the two or three small herds have 
joined forces and formed a street gang. They 
have been terrorizing anyone who has any 
available plant life. A couple of weeks ago, they 
pushed down my deer fencing, having a riotous 
party in my backyard, and in one evening 
consumed twenty years of protected growth. 
Arborvitaes, Acuba, and Mountain Laurel 
that had never experienced deer browse now 
have gaping holes where the deer have gorged 
themselves with fresh, healthy foliage. And this 
is only one species that may be affected by this 
famine. Remember that ecological problems 
often cascade through the food chain affecting 
multiple species and populations.

Since deer usually return to the same location, 
it pays to protect your garden from deer browse. 
Fencing is one of the most viable options but 
does require periodical maintenance and 
occasional repair. There are several options 
for keeping deer away from trees. Trees can 
be surrounded with fencing or other suitable 
barriers to offer buck rub protection. Bucks like 
to rub their antlers on small trees to remove the 
velvet and polish them by rubbing up and down 
the trunk. The use of deer repellents can also be 
used for keeping deer away from gardens but are 
limited during inclement weather conditions. 
Spraying liquids on your plants during cold 
temperatures can create more damage, especially 
with night time freezing. Under these conditions 
it pays to use a granular deer repellent that does 
not require mixing with water. 

For information on deer repellents, fencing 
or deer resistant plant material, feel free to 
contact the Horticultural Lab by calling 845-
429-7085 option 3. You can also email the lab by 
contacting mw767@cornell.edu.

mailto:mw767%40cornell.edu?subject=
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4-H & Youth Development

Virtual 4-H Vet Sci Program Ends  with Valuable Lessons

The Virtual 4-H Veterinary Science Career 
Exploration Program of 2020 ended this 
December with two exciting final sessions. On 
November 30, Dr. Michael Goldmann from the 
Nanuet Animal Hospital led the participants 
through his typical day as a small animal 
veterinarian. He shared insights into the costs of 
veterinary school and methods to reduce debt. He 
discussed critical thinking skills as well. 

For the session on December 7, Dr. Chad 
Wall from the Department 
of Agriculture and Markets 
described his experience as 
a large animal veterinarian, 
and provided information 
related to animal disease 
control and traceability.

Overall, this nine-session 
series was an amazing 
learning experience that 
enabled youth from Rockland 
County, New York State, New 
Jersey, and Puerto Rico to 

connect with each other and develop skills for 
the future. A huge thank-you goes to all of our 
presenters, families, and youth participants who 
made this program possible. 

If you would like more information about the 
Rockland County 4-H Veterinary Science Career 
Exploration Program, please visit our website 
at RocklandCCE.org/VetSci or contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu.

Youth for Climate Action Welcomes the Class of 2021

On December 17, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Rockland County was excited to 
welcome twelve high school students to our first 
Youth for Climate Action Program. Participants 
from the Class of 2021 come from various high 
schools including Tappan Zee, Pearl River, 
Clarkstown North, Clarkstown South, and 
Suffern. All of these individuals are passionate 
about the environment and are dedicated to 
addressing climate change concerns in Rockland 
County. From now until June, these youth will 
participate in a comprehensive training program 
that will include trips to local outdoor sites and 
interactive virtual sessions with environmental 

leaders. 
Near the end of the training, participants 

will divide into groups to design, plan, and 
implement service projects, which could consist 
of educational events, social media campaigns, 
community clean-ups, or other projects of their 
choosing. In June, the program will conclude 
with a community celebration to showcase 
their projects and share their knowledge and 
experiences with the public.

To learn more about this program, please 
contact Kristin Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu or 
by phone at ext. 103.

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/virtual-4-h-veterinary-science-career-exploration-program
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=
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4-H & Youth Development

 Teens Enhance Communication, Explore Environment

Last month, the 29 members of the Teen 
Leadership Rockland Program continued to 
develop leadership skills and learn more about 
Rockland County through two interactive 
sessions.  On December 1, the students learned 
about communication skills for interviewing from 
Dr. AnnMarie DiSiena, Associate Professor of 
Communication at Dominican College. During 
this session, students considered what they notice 
when they see someone, how others might see 
them, and how they want to be perceived. Each 
of the participants then practiced their ‘elevator 
pitch’ and received valuable insights about college 
and career interviews.

During the following the session on December 
8, the youth explored waste management and 
environmental justice issues. Jennifer Sheridan 

from Rockland Green provided information 
about recycling, landfills, and zero-waste 
initiatives in Rockland County, which reinforced 
the importance of waste reduction and proper 
recycling practices.

After her presentation, Chana Friedenberg 
with the Hudson Valley Regional Council led 
an impactful session on environmental justice, 
providing an overview of the issues, and 
discussing racial disparities in the Hudson Valley.

This month, participants will explore 
healthcare and emergency services, and 
emerging careers in Rockland County. For more 
information about Teen Leadership Rockland, 
please visit our website at RocklandCCE.org/TLR 
or contact Kristin Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu 
or ext. 103.

Upcoming Events

Public Speaking Through Play:Public Speaking Through Play:
Improvisation as a Tool for Presentation, Improvisation as a Tool for Presentation,   

Collaboration, and Critical ThinkingCollaboration, and Critical Thinking
Students with little to no acting experience are encouraged to participate! During this virtual course, 
we will play a variety of theater games designed to spark creativity and a sense of play while also 
developing invaluable, interdisciplinary skills, including team building, communication, and leadership 
skills. We will then put these skills into practice through in-class presentations and feedback sessions.

When: Wednesdays, 5:00pm – 6:30pm, January 13 – 
February 10
Who: Students in grades 6-8
Where: Virtual through Zoom
Cost: $100. Financial assistance is available for those with 
demonstrated need.
Registration Deadline: January 8
Register Online: Reg.CCE.Cornell.edu/PSTP21_239

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/teen-leadership-rockland
mailto:klf37%40cornell.edu?subject=
http://Reg.CCE.Cornell.edu/PSTP21_239
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Have you seen our new video about the work we do?
For over 100 years Cornell 

Cooperative Extension has served 
the people of Rockland helping 
individuals make better decisions 
about their lives, their families and 
their communities. Today, in the 
midst of a global pandemic, we 
continue to carry out our programs 
keeping residents up-to-date 
on environmental issues, youth 
development, gardening, nutrition 
and health.

While we’re grateful that Rockland 
County has committed to maintain 
our funding in 2021, state government 
funding is likely to be reduced as New 
York faces a major budget shortfall. 
Like many nonprofits, we depend on 
community support to maintain our 
programs and services. That is why we are reaching out to you to help us continue our mission. A new 
video on our website at www.RocklandCCE.org further explains this request, or simply click on this 
image to be taken to our YouTube channel. Please consider making a tax-deductible gift today to 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland and help us continue putting knowledge to work for a 
better Rockland. Thank you in advance for supporting our work.

Upcoming Events
Fertilizer Law Certificate Class

Wednesday February 3rd, 9 to 11 AM
Online via Zoom

This course qualifies participants to obtain a landscaping 
license through Rockland County. Certificates of Completion 
required by the County are distributed at the conclusion of 
the class. Fee: $50.00 
Register Online: RocklandCCE.org/FertLaw

Senior Citizen’s Day at the Lab

Every Wednesday in November
CCE’s Horticulture Diagnostic Lab

Contact the Horticulture Diagnostic Laboratory on any 
Wednesday in September and mention this ad to pay just 
$5 for your first diagnostic service ($10 per sample for each 
additional sample). 

http://rocklandcce.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siprnHgtrSo&feature=youtu.be
http://rocklandcce.org/donate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siprnHgtrSo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.RocklandCCE.org/FertLaw

