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Murder Hornets - Not Really, But “Bee” Aware!
by Kathleen Goodman, B.FA., M.ED

   

Could the name Murder Hornet scare you anymore? All in 
all, a Murder Hornet is really an Asian giant hornet, (AGH), 
Scientific name: Vespa mandarinia. You should call it an 
Asian Giant Hornet. Why? The name Murder Hornet was 
given to scare you and to get your attention by a news 
outlet. So let’s begin by starting at the true beginning. 

Asian Giant Hornets are originally from Japan and are the 
world’s largest hornet. The adult female queen can grow 
upwards of 2 inches and have a 3 inch wingspan. It has 
spread to England, France, Russia, and other regions in 
Europe. It first arrived in the United States in Washington 
State. The Washington State Department of Agriculture 
(WSDA), in Dec of 2019 said they received and verified two 
AGH nests. In 2020, both Washington and Canada have 
had newly confirmed sighting’s of AGH. 

The best hypothesis on how they arrived here are as 
follows: First, by boat from Japan to the US carrying freight; 
and second, humans sneaking them into the US. 

Once here they have populated. How much? We are all 
watching and wondering. In the United States, the AGH can 
be mistaken for European Hornets or Cicadas. However, 
if you look closely at their abdomen you can verify the 
differences.

The AGH is very large and has a large appetite. It will attack, 
sting more than once, and destroy and eat honeybees and 
their hives. Do not go near the nest. They usually do not 
attack people or pets; however, if stung, their venom is 
toxic and a hospital visit is a must. The WSDA is intensely 
working with Canada to find and destroy all nests. If AGH 
becomes established then our environment, public health, 
and economy are at risk. In other words, if the bee’s are 
gone, our food source is gone. 

So I guess they are scary, getting our attention, and 
could be our next food source. By the way, they contain 
protein, are made into rice cakes, drinks, preserved, 
steamed, skewered and more. In Japanese culture, AGHs 
are a delicious food source believed to boost virility. As a 
community, we need to protect our bees, and support our 

beekeepers. How can we do this in Western New York? 
Stop using insecticides on your lawn, stop spraying for 
mosquitos (which inadvertently kills our bees). Start a bee 
bed, plant lavender, borage, chives, mint, sunflowers, bee 
balm.. I could go on. 

Don’t “BEE AFRAID, BEE EDUCATED.”
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