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It isn’t very often that we are given the opportunity to participate in a National Research Project directly 
focused on 4-H that will measure the impacts on youth participation. This is a great opportunity for us to 
attain high quality, empirical evidence on the impact of 4-H! The research project is looking for youth 
enrolled in 4-H in Jefferson County that are in 6th – 11th grades. In December, Jefferson County 4-H will send 
all enrolled 4-H youth in grades 6th – 11th information detailing how you can be involved. Guess what? There 
are incentives for youth participants!   

The research is being led by Dr. Richard Lerner/Tufts 4-H Positive Youth Development Study and his team of 
researchers. The research team is primarily working with New York City Extension in order to achieve the 
research team goals for a diverse overall sample for the study. However, they are also looking for help from 
other New York State County Extensions. As of right now the total NYS sample size for the study is 600 youth 
(grades 6-11 with an even distribution across that age span) with 360 4-H youth and 240 non 4-H youth. Of 
this total they hope to reach the 360 4-H youth from New York City, but are not sure they will be able to 
reach that number of participants in NYC – this is where Jefferson County 4-H can help. Regarding the non 4-
H participants, it appears Dr. Richard Lerner and his team have located an organization that will be able to 
meet their needs for the 240 non 4-H youth.   

Jefferson County 4-H is hopeful our enrolled 4-H youth will join in this important work. Youth will need to 
complete three surveys – January, March and June are the projected months for the surveys. The incentive 
for participating youth is that after each data collection point youth will receive $15, $20 and $25 – for a 
total of $60 to complete the three surveys. Each one takes about 45 minutes. Not bad 2 hours and 15 
minutes of work = $60! 

If you have questions or are interested please email Stephanie Graf at sag58@cornell.edu and you will be 
added to the list of participants. We appreciate your support in this important study! 
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