
Taste NY Offers Holiday Gift Baskets 
 

By Amanda Root, Director of Operations/Nutrition, Parenting, & Taste NY 
Issue Leader 

The North Country Welcome Center near the Thousand Islands Bridge 
in Collins Landing celebrated its second anniversary in November. Step 
inside and enjoy the boathouse-themed architecture, take a photo of 
the Boldt Castle mural, stroll the gallery, use the free WiFi, and pick up 
snacks at the Taste NY vending machines (or stop by the market in 
season (April – December) for a full breakfast, lunch, and dinner menu, 
as well as gifts). There's also an Antique Boat Museum display from the 
waterfront destination in nearby Clayton. Outside, there's a castle-
themed playground for the kids, two free electric car charging stations, 
an animal comfort area, and outdoor seating to take a break (in the 
warmer weather of course!)  

Taste NY, launched by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo in 2013, highlights the quality, diversity, and economic 
impact of food and beverages grown, produced, or processed in New York State. Taste NY aims to create 
new opportunities for producers through events, retail locations, and partnerships. 

The Taste NY Market inside the North Country Welcome Center’s hours are altered this year due to COVID-
19. It is operating Thursday – Sunday from 8 AM – 4 PM. The store has fresh and packaged food available, as 
well as full beverage service. Taste NY features products from over 80 vendors, with more than half being 
from the local Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, and Oswego county region. Taste NY benefits both local 
farmers and New York's agricultural industry as a whole. Exposure from Taste NY has helped the farms and 
companies participating in the program to reach more customers, increase online sales, and expand 
processing capacity, while Taste NY's food and beverage businesses support the State's farmers by using 
New York grown and produced ingredients in their products. 

Like us on Facebook to learn about our unique products and the local producers who make them. For the 
upcoming holiday season, consider giving Taste NY gift baskets! They are filled with a variety of hand 
selected items from family farms and producers throughout the state. The perfect unique gift for any 
occasion throughout the year! And it supports local businesses. Customize your own basket for a 
personalized touch or choose from themed basket options. You can call (315-215-4187), email 
(mm384@cornell.edu), or stop by (43350 Collins Landing Rd, Alexandria Bay, NY 13607) to get yours today. 
You can also order online and pick-up at designated locations in Jefferson and Lewis Counties through our 
friends at the North Star Food Hub.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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