
What to do in August 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 

August 1 or 2 
 
Perennials and Flowers: If your perennials are becoming shabby and your annuals are looking spindly and 
spent, many will rebloom if cut back. Types that prefer rich soil may benefit from the addition of a thin layer of 
compost. Many perennials are adapted to growing in lean soils and it’s best to avoid fertilizers for these plants, 
especially when it is hot. If you choose to fertilize your annuals, be very careful to adhere to the label directions. 
Too much fertilizer can burn your plants in the heat. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Pick zucchini when they’re 4 to 8 inches long. This encourages the production of more 
fruit (it’s possible you could get twice as many). Some people pick young zucchini and similar summer squash 
while the flower is still attached for maximum tenderness (helpful if you already have too many zucchini and 
can’t give enough away). Monitor for pests such as aphids, mites, squash borer and squash bugs. Keep an eye 
on ripening early peaches and nectarines to harvest in prime condition. All tree fruit: remove any fruit that show 
signs of pests or disease, and pick up and discard any fruit that drop to the ground. Fruit that drops is often 
affected by pests or disease. Check apple maggot traps weekly. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for 
advice. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Continue to provide an inch of water weekly, inclusive of rainfall. Make sure that the water 
percolates deeply and is held by the soil. This is especially important for trees and shrubs planted within the past 
3 years that may lose water more quickly than it can be replaced. Shrubs that have recently formed flower buds 
for next year may also benefit from supplemental irrigation during dry spells. Fruiting plants such as 
serviceberry and elderberry may benefit from irrigation to mature and retain their berries. 
 
Lawns: Do as little as possible except for mowing and judicious watering at about ½ inch, twice per week 
inclusive of rainfall. When nights stay warm it is particularly easy to ramp up disease issues by overwatering. 
Never water your lawn in the evening. Do not fertilize. If applying pesticides for disease or insect issues, pay 
very close attention to the label directions as applying some of these controls in hot weather could lead to turf 
injury. At this point in the season, it may be safer to let things be and simply renovate as needed when 
September rolls around. Be careful not to leave objects on the lawn that can heat up in the sun. This can damage 
turf very quickly.  
 
Houseplants: I’ve been plant-sitting in July and August for my neighbors. My guess is that these houseplants 
had been cooped up inside for their whole lives. I put them in a spot on the porch with ample shade, watered 
them regularly, fertilized according to label directions, and they’re taking off! If you have a suitable spot but 
your plants haven’t seen the great outdoors yet this summer, acclimate them to outdoor conditions but do it 
quickly as time is running out.  
 
General: You may be getting tired of weeding, but August is not the month to give up. Every weed you pull 
now may prevent many from sprouting later, when that weed would otherwise go to seed. Apply up to 2 inches 
of mulch to prevent weeds or make those that do emerge easier to pull. Don’t cover the stems or crowns of your 
plants. 
 

August 8 or 9 
 
Perennials and Flowers: Now’s the time to order flower bulbs, so you’re not shut out of the best varieties and 
selection. Got Japanese beetles? Reduce infestations by handpicking beetles in the early morning. Knock them 
into a container of water that you can cover and discard. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice. 
 

https://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/garden/zucchini-growing-guide


Fruits and Vegetables: Harvest your veggies regularly so plants keep producing. It's best to pick herbs before 
they flower. Harvest them in the morning, after the dew has dried. The exception is mint, which you want to 
pick at midday, when essential oil concentrations peak in the leaves. Avoid harvesting herbs following a rain, 
when foliage is wet. Keep up with blackberry and blueberry harvest (if the birds have left some blueberries for 
you). If the birds take all, plan to protect your fruiting berry bushes next season. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: By now, with the exception of a few errant branches in formally pruned shrubs or hedges, 
you should be done with regular maintenance pruning of trees and shrubs. But be on the lookout for the three 
Ds: Dead, Diseased or Damaged branches and remove these problems when you find them. 
 
Lawns: Keep your lawn mower height adjusted so you're cutting your grass at 3½ to 4 inches. When grass is 
taller, its crown is better protected from the scorching sun. Taller grass shades soil beneath, which may reduce 
water evaporation from soil. Taller grass also generally has deeper roots, which helps it withstand drought. 
 
Houseplants: Containers may dry out quickly in the heat. Check often. Outdoors, your plants may need water a 
couple of times a day.  
 
General: Keep an eye out for the invasive spotted lanternfly. For more information on this emerging threat, see 
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  
 

August 15 or 16 
 
Perennials: You can dig up and divide daylilies as soon as they finish blooming, even into fall. They need 
dividing when they appear crowded and bear few flowers. 
 
Flowers: Annual flowers and cutting gardens are fulfilling their potential. Bring some sunshine indoors to 
enjoy! 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Continue to harvest vegetables at their peak. If you end up with more than you can use 
or process, your local soup kitchen may have a “harvest table” that is accepting donations. Transplant seedlings 
of fast maturing varieties of broccoli, Asian cabbages, collards and kale for a delicious fall harvest. Begin to 
sow seeds of fall radishes and fast maturing greens. Continue to pick up fallen fruit and check apple maggot 
traps weekly. If flies are present on your traps, contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Continue to deadhead all types of roses. Finish fertilizing them now, so new growth has a 
chance to harden off before the first frost. Hold off pruning oaks unless you are addressing a hazard. Save 
corrective pruning for November through February.  
 
Lawns: My grass had been creeping ever closer to my flower beds and shrubs, making mowing hard and the 
landscape, cramped. My son helped me reestablish a grass free zone between lawn and gardens by cutting the 
sod an inch or two below the soil surface with a shovel and removing a ribbon of grass. It looks great! 
 
Houseplants: Repot any houseplants in need, while you can do this messy task outside. For small plants, your 
new pot should be just an inch or so bigger in diameter; for bigger plants, two inches. (Many plants don’t take 
to huge containers.) 
 
General: One way to prepare new beds for planting is to smother grass and annual weeds with recycled 
corrugated cardboard or thick layers of newspaper (remove perennial weeds and groundcover plants that could 
eventually regrow). Poke holes to allow water to reach the soil, then cover with mulch. Allow the cardboard or 
paper to decompose somewhat before planting. 
 
 

http://www.bhg.com/home-services/landscaping
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
http://awaytogarden.com/cardboard-as-mulch/#more-65
http://awaytogarden.com/cardboard-as-mulch/#more-65


August 22 or 23 
 
Perennials: If your iris and peonies need dividing and transplanting, late August and early September are the 
times to do it. Plant peony “eyes” no more than two inches deep, or the plant might not flower. Iris rhizomes 
may be covered with an inch of soil. 
 
Flowers: Keep beds nicely edged and weeded, and add more mulch if needed.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Sow another crop of greens (arugula, chard, lettuce and spinach) and beets, radishes 
and turnips now for delicious fall crops. So you don’t end up too many greens at one time, sow some seeds now 
and more in 10 days or so.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: This is a good week to begin thinking about fall and next year. Make a landscape plan for 
shrubs and trees you want to plant in early fall, or next spring for greater success with broadleaved evergreens 
and a few other types. Photograph your garden beds and make notes about ideas for future plantings. (You may 
not remember, come next year.) 
 
Lawns: The best time to establish a new lawn, repair bare spots and fertilize is late summer to early fall once 
the weather begins to cool (roughly late-August and through the first week in October). Be sure to water in 
fertilizer after it is applied. At this time of year, rather than spring, grass can grow sturdy roots with a less 
competition from weeds. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice on establishing and maintaining 
your lawn. 
 
Houseplants: Check your houseplants for insects before bringing them in. Contact your local Cooperative 
Extension for advice. 
 
General: Many home composting piles don’t get hot enough to kill weed seed heads. (That means that if you 
throw weeds there and then use the compost in your gardens, you’ll sprout weeds galore.) So dispose of your 
weeds in paper lawn and leaf bags for town brush recycling.  
 

August 29 or 30 
 

Perennials: Continue to divide and transplant large clumps of daylilies and other spring-blooming perennials. 
This is best done when the soil is not overly wet from recent rains (never work wet soil). You can purchase and 
plant more perennials at this time. Continue deadheading flowers (annuals and perennials) with seed heads that 
are not ornamental or grown to attract birds. 

Flowers: Now’s the time to set transplants of fall-season annuals like ornamental cabbage and kale for color in 
your fall garden. You may begin to sow seed of pansies and other fall planted flowers such as English daisies, 
forget-me-nots and other annuals or perennials that would naturally self-sow at this time of year. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: As patches of your garden become bare from your harvests, consider planting quick 
maturing greens and root crops such as radish and turnip, or a cover crop such as red clover or winter rye. When 
you till cover crops (also called green manures) next season, they provide organic matter to improve your soil. 
Some early apple varieties may begin to ripen. Monitor and spot pick to assess ripeness, and harvest as needed.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: The shortening days mean that growth slows and plants begin to harden off for winter. 
Avoid pruning and fertilizing that may push unwanted, soft growth at this time. This may contribute to winter 
injury. 
 



Lawns: It’s time to check for the appearance of grub injury in hot and sunny lawns. Many types of scarab 
beetles may produce grubs in your lawn in addition to (or instead of) Japanese beetles. Scarab beetles may fly a 
distance to reach your lawn, and you may see adults of some species feeding on your ornamental plants. Contact 
your local Cooperative Extension for advice. 
 
Houseplants: Before you consider moving pots indoors, gradually wean plants from their stay-cation outdoors. 
Move them into deeper shade for a few days before you bring them inside.  
 
General: Check on your compost pile. Turn debris with a pitchfork or hoe, and add water if it’s dry or brown 
matter (leaves, newspaper, etc.) if it’s too wet.  
 


