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Bat Week is coming up.  That’s right, there’s a week celebrating bats.  This 
year it takes place October 24 - 31.  According to Bat Conservation 
International, Bat Week is an annual, international celebration of the role 
of bats in nature.  It was designed to raise awareness about the need for 
bat conservation.  Conserve bats you say?  Yes, bats are a valuable part of 
their ecosystems.  Bats eat insect pests – lots of insects.  How about 2,000 
to 6,000 insects in one night!  In other parts of the world they help 
pollinate plants and fruit eating bats help disseminate seeds.  If you like 
Tequilla, thank a bat.  They help pollinate the agave plants that Tequilla is 
made from.   
 
There are over 1,400 species of bats around the world.  New York State is 
home to nine bat species; 6 cave species and 3 tree species.  The cave 
species include Northern, Indiana (endangered), Eastern Pipistrelle, Small-
footed, Little Brown and Big Brown bats.  The Red, Hoary and Silver-
haired bats are our tree bats.  Tree bats live in trees year-round and will 
fly south for the winter.  Cave bats spend the winter hibernating in caves 
or mines.  During the summer they live in a variety of places including 
buildings. 
 
Bats have been around for a long time, over 50 million years!  Bats are mammals – they have fur, are warm-
blooded, give birth to live young and nurse their babies with milk.  Bats are the only mammal that can fly.  While 
you may think they look like flying mice, they are not rodents.  Their wings are actually similar to a human hand.  
Their wings have four fingers and a thumb.  The finger bones provide support for the thin membrane of the 
wing, which allows them to be very maneuverable during flight.  If you’ve ever watched them swoop around 
chasing insects you know what I mean. 
 
Since bats come out at night (dusk actually) that may be part of their scary mystique.  Being nocturnal, they eat 
at night and then go back to their roost around dawn, sleeping through the day.  Bats are not blind, they 
actually see pretty well.  They have sharp hearing skills that helps them hunt at night.  About seventy percent of 
bats around the world use echolocation to find their prey and to navigate the night skies.  Each species of bat 
has its own unique set of calls.  The sound waves they produce are at frequencies above human hearing.  The 
bat will produce a series of calls and the sound waves bounce off objects returning to the bat allowing them to 
pinpoint prey or obstacles.  Echolocation allows the bat to determine the size, shape and location of an object in 
split seconds. 
 
As temperatures drop during the fall and insects are less active, our native bats respond by either migrating to a 
warmer climate or they find a cave to hibernate in.  One colony of wintering Little Brown Bats had 200,000 
animals in a mine.  The Big Brown Bat is the most cold tolerant of our 9 species.   It may winter near the mouth 
of a cave or mine.  It is the only bat in the state that may spend the winter in a building.  Around mid-April the 
bats will return from wherever they spent the winter; a sure sign that spring is on the way. 
 
 
 



Unfortunately bat populations around the world are on the decline.  Habitat destruction, wind turbines, 
hunting, extreme weather events and White-nose Syndrome are all factors.  Bats are also slow to reproduce, 
with most species only having 1 pup per female in a year.  This makes it harder for them to withstand a 
significant population loss in a short period of time.   
 
Handling bats is not recommended as they have very sharp teeth.  If you do have to handle one, wear heavy 
leather gloves.  If you find a bat inside your home or think that you, a family member or pet has been bitten, 
you should contact your county health department.  While the majority of bats do not have rabies, it is a 
possibility.  You can’t tell by looking at a bat if it has rabies, they have to be tested.  Because rabies is fatal if 
contracted, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends testing the bat for rabies, even if there is only a 
small possibility that the bat bit someone.  You should also seek rabies treatment to be on the safe side. 
 
If you have had bats living in your house or building, now is a good time to batten down the hatches.  The bats 
should be gone so you won’t trap them inside.  Bats usually enter a house at high spots.  If the entrance has 
been used for any amount of time it is likely to be marked with brown stains.  Look around the chimney, soffits, 
unscreened louvered vents, or anyplace where materials have cracked or warped.  You may have to hire a 
professional to find and repair the gaps as they can get through small crevices, a quarter inch wide by 1.5 inches 
or half inch holes.  We’re talking about holes the size of a quarter.  You can seal small openings with caulk or 
foam insulation. 
 
And yes, there is such a thing as vampire bats.  Three species live in Central and South America.  They do feed 
on blood, normally from sleeping animals such as birds, horses, cows, and pigs. 
 
Bats are fascinating creatures and should not be feared.  Maybe Bat Week will get these furry fliers some much 
needed respect. 
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