
Farm Fall Cleanup & Winter Preparation  
 

By Gabby Wormuth, Dairy & Livestock Specialist  

It’s “spooky season” and ghost stories or the Halloween decorations aren’t scary to farmers, it’s the dreaded 
fall cleanup to get ready for winter. With already enough for farmers to get done before the snow falls, 
taking a proactive approach to winter prep and fall cleanup will make for a smoother transition to the cold 
months. Winter and snow on North Country farms is inevitable, but by implementing fall cleanup and winter 
prep on the farm, farmers can be prepared. 

So where do we begin? Let’s focus on the animals. The majority of farms in the area have utilized pastures or 
outdoor facilities for their animals during the warm months, however, these may not be practical to use in 
the wintertime. For example, some dairy farmers may have their animals on pasture during the summer 
months, however, there might not be enough room for their heifers in the barn for winter. Accounting for 
the space available in a barn is necessary. If there is not enough space, farmers may need to take into 
consideration the alternatives of out-sourcing another farm to board animals for the cold months or adding-
on or building a new barn structure. Making sure all the animals are comfortable and have enough space is 
very critical to maintaining happy and healthy livestock.  

Water access in the winter is important. Farmers may want to consider doing maintenance repairs to the 
waterers and water systems in order to have optimal function in the winter. De-icers or heated water vats 
may be good options to install to prevent ice buildup in waterers. Even though the colder temperatures do 
not increase an animal’s average water intake like the warmer months, it is still very important for animals of 
all species and ages to have access to water. In addition to water, feed should also be taken into 
consideration to adjust for the winter months. 

Animal’s requirements in the winter increase, due to the stress of colder temperatures. Increasing the 
feeding rates and energy of youngstock is important, since they have a larger requirements of energy as they 
account for growth and maintenance. For example, calves less than 3 weeks old begin to experience cold 
stress when temperatures reach below 60F̊. For every 1°F drop in temperature below 50°F, a calf requires 
1% more energy just to stay alive. Even more energy is required for growth. Increasing the frequency of milk 
feedings or volume is recommended during the winter, or additionally increasing the fat content of the 
animals fed milk replacer, to around 20% or more.  

Protection from the harsh cold elements will provide a safe and comfortable environment for livestock in the 
winter. During your fall cleanup, check your barn doors, curtains and rooves before the cold weather hits. To 
prepare for heavy amounts of snow, re-enforce and make maintenance repairs on rooves before snow falls, 
to prevent rooves from collapsing. Doors and curtains can help regulate temperature and airflow within the 
barn. It is still important to have air exchange throughout the barn in the cold months to allow fresh air to 
exchange and to prevent against respiratory diseases, however, if not regulated carefully, a cold air draft 
could lead to more health problems, like pneumonia, as it compromises their immune system. Rain, snow 
and wind will further exacerbate cold stress if there is not adequate protection from the elements. Like 
mentioned previously about how cold-stress effects calves, it is encouraged for these babies to have on calf 
jackets and deep bedded straw in order for them to be able to not exert all of their energy in maintaining a 
proper body temperature. Providing clean and dry bedding to all of your livestock is important during the 
winter. Cleaning their bedding and providing new fresh, dry bedding in replacement will help keep livestock 
clean, but also promotes comfort and good health. 

Cleaning up mud and manure during fall cleanup will make a significant difference during the winter, 
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especially before it freezes. Keeping up with the manure cleanup throughout the cold months will prevent 
from having a large amount frozen in the barn. This will ensure a safe and clean environment for livestock, 
but also for farmers to work in. To avoid muddy areas, put in place proper drainage before the ground 
freezes. Farmers should also take into consideration their current manure storage and the capacity of storage 
during the winter months. If running low on storage, it is encouraged for farmers to spread manure onto 
their fields that have been harvested or sell their manure. Vegetable farmers in the area are looking for 
manure to put onto their fields to optimize their organic matter and nutrients. By minimizing the amount of 
manure to spread onto fields during the winter time, will promote positive environmental stewardship.  

Supply inventory is a good thing to consider as well. Having a little extra in supply inventory is helpful for 
those “emergency” moments and avoids making the trip out in a blizzard to get supplies or for bad weather 
to delay the delivery of supplies. It is better to be over-prepared than under-prepared, especially during the 
winter in the North Country.  

For more assistance on implementing the best fall cleanup and winter preparations practices on farm, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County can help.  
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