
Where are the crops in the fields going? 

It is that time of year again when our farmers are busy working in the fields to harvest their crops. 

Whether they are farmers harvesting forages for their livestock or crop farmers harvesting to sell their 

crops at market, it is a busy time to get the crops in on time. In the North Country, the majority of crops 

are fed to cattle. There are multiple months out of the year that farmers spend harvesting their crops. 

Hay is harvested in a few cuttings per year and can be harvested in a couple different ways. Hay can be 

chopped to feed within a cattle ration, TMR (Total Mixed Ration) or component-fed on its own. Chopped 

hay should be harvested at 75-80% moisture, to then dry to 60-65% moisture for haylage. From there, it 

is stored either in an up-right silo, feed bunk or plastic ag-bag to begin the fermentation process. Once 

fermentation is completed, the storage period begins. When silage is well-sealed, prolonged storage 

increases digestibility. In addition, hay can be baled as either dry hay or wet baleage in round bales or 

square bales. These are the small squares or the large “marshmallows” you might see out in the fields.  

Corn harvesting takes place in the fall months. Farmers begin chopping their corn when the ears are well 

dented and dried to a moisture of 32-35%, but before the leaves turn brown and dry. The quantity and 

quality of corn silage are at their peak in this stage. The process of chopping corn is when the entire corn 

stalk and ears are chopped into fine pieces to be fed to the cattle as a forage. The corn silage is stored 

and fermented the same as haylage.  

Grain corn harvesting takes place when the corn is drier, so the grain  (what we think of as the “kernel”) 

can be removed from the ears. This process removes only the grain from the cob. This can be stored in a 

silo as high-moisture corn or dried and stored as dry corn, to be either cracked or ground into a corn 

meal. Corn is an excellent energy source in cattle rations. 

Another common crop in the North Country is soybeans. Soybeans green in the summer and turn golden 

as they dry and mature. Once they dry at 13-15% moisture, soybeans can be combined to collect the 

grain from within the pods. Soybeans can be dried and ground as soybean meal, which is a concentrate 

that is an excellent protein source in cattle rations. 

With the large, slow moving equipment on the roads, I would like to remind everyone to drive with 

caution when you meet a tractor or farm equipment. This not only ensures your own safety, but also the 

wellbeing of the farmers in the tractors.  

For more information or for answers to dairy and livestock related questions, contact Gabby Wormuth, 

Dairy & Livestock Specialist for Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County at 

grw67@cornell.edu.  
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