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October 2020 

FARM & GARDEN     
             

NEWS AND NOTES FOR FARMERS & GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

  

News From CCE  

By Barb Neal, Ag Agent and Horticulture Agent for Tioga County 

Happy Fall!  Is it me or are the leaves particularly spectacular this season?  I am 
fully enjoying Nature’s annual show — it is a fleeting reminder of the role trees 
play in our ecosystems and in our vision of the world and all its beauties. 

This issue is chock a block full of online workshops—and I put forth a challenge:  
attend one and learn something new.  There are workshops on farm management, 

growing garlic, leasing your land to farmers, making maple syrup, and more.  Be 
sure to take a look at all the offerings—there will be one for you. 

The issue also features the work of scientists and the invaluable service they give 
us in their search for resistant plant varieties, managing weeds, and more.  One of 
the best ways we farmers and gardeners can reduce our reliance on pesticides 
(organic or conventional) is to use disease resistant varieties and innovative 
cultural methods to control weeds.  I have also printed an abstract that discusses 
whether cultivars are as attractive to pollinators as the native species they are 

derived from.  Take a moment to read about these scientists and their work, and 
perhaps gain a deeper understanding of the forces that drive their research. 

One last suggestion:  enjoy the beautiful countryside of our counties—go apple 
picking, pumpkin picking or even challenge yourself in a corn maze.  But do it 
safely—wear a mask and practice social distancing.  We can have fun and do it 
while minimizing risk. 
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Reminder: CFAP 2 Assistance Available for Farmers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of an 
additional $14 billion dollars for agricultural producers who continue to face 
market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) began Sept. 21, 2020 and runs 
through Dec. 11, 2020. This program provides financial assistance that gives 
producers the ability to absorb increased marketing costs associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Producers will be compensated for ongoing mar-
ket disruptions and assisted with the associated marketing costs.   

Commodities eligible for CFAP 2 payments include but are not limited 
to: row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture as well as 
additional commodities. USDA has made changes to the program and 
payment rates from the first round of CFAP payments. CFAP 2 pay-
ments will be made for three categories of commodities: Price Trigger 
Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities.  

mailto:ban1@cornell.edu
mailto:ema228@cornell.edu?subject=Agriculture
mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:mkw87@cornell.edu?subject=farm%20question
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MTA4MDQzJnA9MSZ1PTkxMTQ1MTU4NSZsaT02NzgxNjIxNg/index.html
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MTA4MDQzJnA9MSZ1PTkxMTQ1MTU4NSZsaT02NzgxNjIxNg/index.html
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For more specific information about the Chemung 
County Master Gardener program, please contact 

Jingjing Yin at 607-734-4453 or jy578@cornell.edu. 

For more information about the Tioga County Mas-
ter Gardener program, please contact Barb Neal at 
607-687-4020 or ban1@cornell.edu.   

 

Composting 

By Steve Reiners, CALS 

What do you do with your kitchen waste?  Vegetable and 
fruit peels, old salad, coffee grounds, apple cores and 
cherry pits?  I sure hope you don’t throw them in the gar-
bage to get carted off to a landfill. 

And what about the weeds you pull out of your garden, 
grass clippings or soon to be falling autumn 
leaves?   Don’t bag them and haul them to the curb. 
Compost them instead and you’ll reap the benefits in next 
year’s harvest. 

Why compost? 

Composting allows all these organic materials to slowly 
rot, creating a fantastic soil additive that will feed not only 
your plants but all your soil microbes as well.  Plus, it re-
moves the nearly 30 percent of the waste stream that now 
goes to landfills.  Composting is a win-win situation. 

What you need 

New gardeners may be intimidated by the idea of compost-
ing, but it’s really easy.  You essentially need three things.  

1.  High carbon items called “browns” 

 Paper and cardboard 

 Fall leaves 

 Even dryer lint! 

2.  High nitrogen items called “greens” 

 Fresh grass clippings 

 Coffee grounds (with filters) 

 Fruit and vegetable scraps from the kitchen 

 Weeds and other garden waste 

3.  Water 

The third item is one even veteran composters often for-
get.  Just the right amount of water will ensure microbes 
thrive and the ingredients break down into a rich, friable 
material. 

What not to compost 

Some things that should not go into the compost include 
kitchen wastes like meat, fish, bones, dairy, eggs, and 
bread. These can attract unwanted rodent visits.  Living in 
Geneva, I’m fortunate to have a facility that I can bring 
those materials to where they can be professionally com-
posted. 

Even though manure from some animals like horses, cows 
and sheep are fine, keep pet waste from dogs and cats out 
of your pile.  These may contain parasites and pathogens 
that would likely survive the backyard compost process as 
you typically don’t get a high enough temperature in your 
pile to kill the harmful organisms.  Waste from pets like 
rabbits, hamsters and guinea pigs can be used. 

People often ask if they should compost diseased leaves 
and plants.  To be honest, I compost just about all the plant 
material from my garden. If I didn’t throw some diseased 
plants in mine, it would be a pretty small compost pile.  By 
now, everything is showing some disease symptoms. 

About the only thing I might keep out is any tomatoes or 
potato plants that were infected with late blight.  But the 
good news is, as of right now, the disease is not present in 
New York, so no worries.  

Getting started 

Getting started is easy.  You can buy some premade com-
posters at the store or check with your local solid waste 
recycling center. But you can just start piling up materials 
in a shady part of the yard.  And forget about the instruc-
tions about one layer of browns followed by a layer of 
greens.  You will find it will work just fine by throwing in 
whatever you have at that time. 

mailto:jy578@cornell.edu
mailto:ban1@cornell.edu?subject=MG%20Training
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You can get finished compost in as little as two months. Or 
it may take up to a year.  It depends on many factors. 

Smaller is better.  Shredded, chopped up things break down 
quicker.  Also aerate the compost by turning it with a pitch-
fork.  The more air, the happier the microbes and the quick-
er they break things down.  And add a few shovelfuls of 
compost from a previous pile or even some garden 
soil.  This adds microbes that feast on the organic material. 

As you inspect your pile, you will notice that the bottom 
layer often is ready before the upper layers where you have 
the freshest material.  That’s why I love using a two bin 
composter.  I can simply take the top layer off and place it 
in the second bin and then get down to the rotted material 
at the bottom. 

Simply take this finished compost and apply it evenly over 
your bed in the spring and work it into the soil.  Or sprinkle 
some around your plants in midseason to give your plants a 
boost. 

Unfortunately, not every town allows for backyard com-
posting. So before you start, check to see if yours does.  If 
it doesn’t or you feel you don’t have room, you have other 
options.  You can bury the waste in your beds where it will 
slowly rot.  Add coffee grounds right to your potted plants. 
I’ve even known some people that put their kitchen waste 
in a blender and then pour the “smoothie” right on the soil. 

 

An Abstract:  Milkweed Cultivars vs. 
Native Species for Attracting Monarch 
Butterflies 

Public interest in ecological landscaping and gardening is 
fueling a robust market for native plants. Most plants available 
to consumers through the horticulture trade are cultivated 
forms that have been selected for modified flowers or foliage, 
compactness, or other ornamental characteristics.  

Depending on their traits, some native plant cultivars seem to 
support pollinators, specialist insect folivores, and insect-
based vertebrate food webs as effectively as native plant spe-
cies, whereas others do not. There is particular need for infor-
mation on whether native cultivars can be as effective as true 
or “wild-type” native species for supporting specialist native 
insects of conservation concern.  

Herein we compared the suitability of native milkweed spe-
cies and their cultivars for attracting and supporting one such 
insect, the iconic monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus L.), as 
well as native bees in urban pollinator gardens. Wild-type As-
clepias incarnata L. (swamp milkweed) and Asclepias tuber-
osa L. (butterfly milkweed) and three additional cultivars of 
each that vary in stature, floral display, and foliage color were 
grown in a replicated common garden experiment at a public 
arboretum. We monitored the plants for colonization by wild 
monarchs, assessed their suitability for supporting monarch 
larvae in greenhouse trials, measured their defensive charac-

teristics (leaf trichome density, latex, and cardenolide levels), 
and compared the proportionate abundance and diversity of 
bee families and genera visiting their blooms.  

Significantly more monarch eggs and larvae were found on A. 
incarnata than A. tuberosa in both years, but within each 
milkweed group, cultivars were colonized to the same extent 
as wild types. Despite some differences in defense allocation, 
all cultivars were as suitable as wild-type milkweeds in 
supporting monarch larval growth.  

Five bee families and 17 genera were represented amongst the 
2,436 total bees sampled from blooms of wild-type milkweeds 
and their cultivars in the replicated gardens. Bee assemblages 
of A. incarnata were dominated by Apidae (Bombus, Xylocopa 
spp., and Apis mellifera), whereas A. tuberosa attracted rela-
tively more Halictidae (especially Lasioglossum spp.) and 
Megachilidae. Proportionate abundance of bee families and 
genera was generally similar for cultivars and their respective 
wild types. 

This study suggests that, at least in small urban gardens, milk-
weed cultivars can be as suitable as their parental species for 
supporting monarch butterflies and native bees. 

 

Baker AM, Redmond CT, Malcolm SB, Potter DA. 2020. Suit-
ability of native milkweed (Asclepias) species versus cultivars 
for supporting monarch butterflies and bees in urban gardens. 
PeerJ 8:e9823 https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.9823 

Virtual Gardening Class: Let’s grow 
garlic  

October 13, 2020; 2:00 – 3:00 PM.  Do you love gar -
lic?  Garlic has a range of potential health benefits.  In 
this one-hour webinar, we will be talking about how to 
select and grow great garlic in the home garden.  You 
will also learn garlic storage and cooking tips.  

Speaker: J ingjing Yin, Hor ticulture Educator  at 
CCE Chemung  

Fee: Free.  

Register here:   

https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJ0sceCsqzgsHtNnZXTg5rGJ5ylxdeqKfEL_  

The Zoom link to access the class is provided immedi-
ately upon completion of registration in your registra-
tion confirmation email.  

Facebook event for sharing and posting: https://fb.me/
e/eZKGq3RL9  

https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sceCsqzgsHtNnZXTg5rGJ5ylxdeqKfEL_
https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sceCsqzgsHtNnZXTg5rGJ5ylxdeqKfEL_
https://fb.me/e/eZKGq3RL9
https://fb.me/e/eZKGq3RL9
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Creating Beneficial Habitats At Home 

This post was written by Amara Dunn, Biocontrol Specialist with the NYSIPM program. All images are hers, unless other-
wise noted. 

The picture on the left was taken on May 2, 2020 and shows a small yard on the side of a house with mostly grass and a few 
small mulched garden beds with hostas and 
daffodils growing in them. The picture on 
the right was taken on August 14, 2020 and 
shows the same yard next to the house, this 
time full of blooming flowers and a squash 
plant. 

Having before and after pictures really 
helps me appreciate how far my beneficial 
insect habitat (plus a few vegetables thrown 
in for good measure) have come! 

Well, the days are getting shorter, the air is 
getting cooler, and pumpkins are starting to 
show up on front porches. I guess it’s time 
for me to admit that fall is coming. So it 
seemed like a good time to provide an up-
date on my efforts to establish habitat for 
beneficial insects around my home. If you 
need to catch up on this project, you can 
read more about site selection, plant selec-
tion, and weed control in previous posts. 

Overall, I’m pretty happy with how the garden turned out this first year! If you follow me on Instagram or Twitter, you’ve 
seen some of these pictures already. 

I attracted quite a few pollinators… 

 

…and natural enemies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of the natural enemies I spotted this summer were 
ladybugs, like the seven-spotted ladybug in B and the pink 
spotted ladybug in C. But I also saw an ambush bug (A) 
and a hover fly larva (D). I saw plenty of adult hover flies, 
but the larvae are a bit less conspicuous. 

These are just some of the pollinators that visited my (A) strawflowers, (B) zinnia 
cultivar ‘Candy Cane Mix’, (C) calendula cultivar ‘Remembrance Mix’; (D) and (E) 
cosmos, (F) blanketflower, (G) bachelor’s buttons and (H) ‘Persian Carpet’ zinnia. 
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I also picked a lot of cut flowers! 

Admittedly, one of my goals in creating this habitat was to be able 
to pick cut flowers for myself and others this summer. I was hoping 
that I could grow flowers that would be attractive both to people 
and natural enemies of pests. I think I succeeded! 

Plant establishment success 

This spring, I planted four perennials: arnica (Arnica chamissonis), 
blanketflower (Gaillardia aristata), echinacea (Echinacea purpurea), 
pyrethrum daisy (Chrysanthemum coccineum), and ‘Chim 
chiminee’ rudbeckia (Rudbeckia hirta). I started some blue vervain 
from seed, but by the time I’d figured out that stratification was 
needed, it was pretty late in the spring. The seedlings that did 
emerge didn’t survive. The blanketflowers and rudbeckia bloomed 
already this first year. 

Three of the five perennials I planted this spring are growing, but 
haven’t bloomed this year: (A) echinacea, (B) pyrethrum daisy, and 
(C) arnica. Hopefully next year! 

Not surprisingly, the annuals produced abundant blooms. Others 
have noted that there can be value in  mixing annuals with perenni-
als when you are establishing habitat for beneficial insects. The an-
nuals will provide abundant flower resources right away, while it 
may take a few years to achieve peak bloom production on perenni-
als. 

A few glamour shots of some of the annuals I grew this year: (A) sunflower, (B) 
snap dragon, (C) bachelor’s buttons, (D) ‘Persian Carpet’ zinnia, (E) cosmos, 
(F) calendula, (G) poppy, (H) zinnia. 

Fall planting 

Hopefully this is not the first time you’ve heard that “fall is for 
planting”. In preparation for this, I started some butterfly milkweed 
(Asclepias tuberosa) and columbine (Aquilegia sp.) seeds back in 
late July so that I’d have some seedlings ready to go in the ground 
this fall. The columbine benefitted from spending about three weeks 
in my fridge (after I’d seeded them in moist potting mix) before giv-
ing them some light and warmth. (Don’t judge me. The real ques-
tion is why not reserve one shelf of your fridge for seed storage and 
germination!) Columbine seedlings will go in my backyard where 
there’s less sun. 

 

A small vase of yellow, orange and red zinnia and calendula 
flowers next to a larger vase of mixed flowers (sunflowers, 
cosmos, blanketflowers, calendula, bachelor’s button, and 
zinnias) in red, yellow, orange, pink, and purple. 

Although they are perennials, the ‘Chim Chiminee’ rudbeckia 
and the blanketflowers bloomed this first year, and also looked 
nice as cut flowers. 

The arnica, echinacea, and pyrethrum daisy put their energy 
into vegetative growth, and hopefully they will bloom next year. 

 

Continued on the next page 
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I also snagged a few seed heads from the golden alexanders 
and the blackeyed susans (also Rudbeckia hirta, but the 
straight species) in our beneficial insect habitat research plots. 
I’m going to plant them this fall, too and hope to see some 
seedlings next spring. 

I’ll let the winter weather scarify these golden alexander and 
blackeyed susan seeds, preparing them to germinate in the 
spring. 

Whether I’m working remotely next year or not, I’ll keep providing periodic updates on my efforts to establish habitat for 
beneficial insects around my house. 

Resistant Basil Cultivars Developed  

From Scientia https://doi.org/10.33548/SCIENTIA540  

Sweet basil is among the most popular and economically im-
portant culinary herbs, but by 2010, US production began to 
feel the impact of a newly emerging destructive disease: basil 
downy mildew. At that time, no sweet basil varieties were 
resistant to basil downy mildew and growers began relying 
heavily on fungicide application to avoid devastating crop 
losses. Dr James Simon at Rutgers University had been re-
searching basil for 25 years and was eager to tackle this prob-
lem. Eight years later, Dr Simon’s team is proud to have suc-
cessfully developed 12 new downy mildew resistant varieties 
of sweet basil and two varieties resistant to fusarium wilt dis-
ease. 

A Devastating New Disease 

Basil, belonging to the genus Ocimum, is the most popular 
herb purchased in the US. It is used primarily as a culinary 
flavoring, but is also an ornamental plant and a scent additive 
for household products and cosmetics. The most familiar va-
riety, sweet basil (Ocimum basilicum), is extremely im-
portant, generating over $300 million in annual sales in the 
US alone, while providing numerous jobs for growers, farm 
laborers, packers, shippers, distributors and retailers. Culti-

vating basil was a relatively straightforward and profitable 
process until the newly emergent disease, basil downy mil-
dew, was reported for the first time in the US in 2009. 

The devastating fungus-like pathogen emerged in Europe in 
2001 and then spread to the US, where it obliterates crops 
and causes tens of millions of dollars in economic losses. As 
injured basil leaves are unmarketable, some growers’ entire 
crops were destroyed and many opted out of growing basil 
altogether. 

Basil downy mildew (BDM) is dispersed by air-borne spores 
from infected leaves and seeds. Efforts to reduce its spread 
and severity had been thwarted by the absence of an effective 
seed treatment or chemical control method. Finding a viable, 
long-term, and economically sustainable solution to BDM 
has been a matter of great urgency for basil cultivators world-
wide. 

In 2010, Rutgers’ Dr James Simon was ideally positioned to 
tackle this devastating pathogen, having dedicated a large 
portion of his distinguished research career to studying basil 
genetics and breeding. Dr. Simon knew that the key to 
fighting this intensely damaging blight was to develop genet-
ic resistance to the disease. So, his research team began the 
hunt for a variety of sweet basil with natural genetic re-
sistance to BDM. This approach formed the pillar of their 
plant breeding strategy, which was ultimately incorporated 

https://doi.org/10.33548/SCIENTIA540
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into their integrated pest management plan. 

‘Integration of downy mildew-resistant sweet basil cultivars 
into pest management strategies represents a more sustaina-
ble control strategy that is advantageous to environmental, 
public health, and economic interests,’ says Dr Simon. 

Searching for BDM Resistance 

Earlier work by Dr Simon and his colleague, Dr Andy 
Wyenandt, the state’s vegetable crops extension specialist in 
plant pathology, had shown that all commercial sweet basil 
cultivars were highly susceptible to BDM. They also found 
that some exotic and ornamental basils appeared to be entire-
ly immune to the disease. Several of these exotic basil varie-
ties, different species from sweet basils, exhibited a range of 
tolerance levels and what appeared to be immunity to BDM. 
Unfortunately, the exotic species have a different number of 
chromosomes to sweet basil, making cross-breeding very 
difficult.   

Dr Simon’s team spent several years manually cross-
breeding hundreds of basil varieties from numerous species, 
with the goal of introducing only the BDM-resistant genes 
from the exotic basils into sweet basils. In doing so, they 
faced a significant challenge. The hybrid plants were sterile, 
and while they each had many of the visual characteristics of 
a sweet basil variety, they lacked the aroma and taste that 
consumers enjoy. 

To facilitate a swift search for BDM-resistant basils, Dr Si-
mon and his team developed a technique to rapidly screen 
plants for their response to the pathogen under controlled 
conditions, as well as larger field screens to confirm purport-
ed resistance. They discovered that plants respond to BDM 
at their earliest growth stage when their first seed leaves ap-
pear, thus indicating the plant’s susceptibility to the disease 
throughout its growth. Dr Simon’s team knew that they 
needed to establish extensive, multi-year testing, in order to 

identify new varieties of BDM-resistant basil and to 
develop a series of families and advanced breeding 
lines upon which to build. 

The BDM pathogen develops particularly well in 
humid conditions when leaves are wet for an extend-
ed period. Dr Simon’s plan was to recreate the condi-
tions that allow BDM to flourish, so as to accurately 
identify resistance. ‘In the absence of adequate dis-
ease pressure, susceptible plants could be mistakenly 
selected as resistant, substantially reducing the effec-
tiveness of breeding strategies,’ Dr Simon explains. 

This work was carried out in parallel with research 
examining the genetics of the plants, and screening of 
a global collection of over 100 basils. While Dr Si-
mon, Dr Wyenandt and their PhD student Robert 
Pyne were conducting this genetic analysis and 
screening, another breakthrough occurred. The 
team’s reliable, fast screening method culminated in 
the identification of a resistant exotic variety from 
Zanzibar called ‘Mrihani’. Their results showed that 
this strange exotic basil, assumed to be of another 

species, actually turned out to be a variety of Ocimum basili-
cum, indicating that it could be a great candidate for tradi-
tional breeding. 

Dr Simon and his team were surprised, as Mrihani neither 
looks nor tastes like sweet basil. With highly serrated leaves 
and a distinct liquorice flavor, Mrihani is not even close to 
being considered a sweet basil. However, as it is the same 
species as sweet basils, the team found that it readily repro-
duces with other sweet basil varieties to produce viable off-

spring. Thus, Mrihani was identified as a potential parent 
that could help the researchers develop BDM-resistant sweet 
basil varieties with a commercially acceptable flavor profile. 

‘I have always loved basil. It is a beautiful, attractive plant 
with unique chemistries that offered me many creative op-
portunities to ask unique genetic and biological questions. 
Basil is also important to so many people, cultures and agri-
culture industries, so my successful work with this plant 
gives me the opportunity to positively impact others.’ – Dr 
James Simon 

Plant infected with basil downy mildew (BDM).  
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Characterizing Resistance Inheritance 

Over a period of two years, Dr Simon and his team crossed 
Mrihani plants with plants of another sweet basil variety, Rut-
gers University’s breeding line ‘SB22’, which had shown high 
susceptibility to BDM but resistance to fusarium wilt – a fun-
gal disease that can negatively impact growers. The concept 
was to develop plants with high resistance to both BDM and 
fusarium wilt at the same time. 

BDM resistance in Brassica – the family including broccoli, 
cabbage and turnips – had previously been attributed to a sin-
gle gene, but it was still unknown whether the inheritance of 
BDM resistance in sweet basils would follow a similar pat-
tern. Where multiple genes determine disease resistance, de-
veloping disease-resistant varieties becomes more complicat-
ed. 

The team’s breakthrough of identifying a BDM-resistant vari-
ety of sweet basil was only the beginning.  With repeated 
crossings over six successive generations, they tested the gene 
action and inheritance of BDM resistance. The researchers 
discovered that resistance is controlled by dominant genes – 
meaning that plants with one non-resistant gene and one re-
sistant gene would still exhibit BDM resistance. However, this 
is complicated by resistance being influenced by two separate 
and interacting gene pairs. Plants with one copy of a resistant 
gene at each of the two gene sites exhibited resistance, but 
plants with two copies of the non-resistant gene at either of 
the gene sites exhibited reduced overall resistance to BDM. 

Dr Simon notes that this does not indicate that breeding relia-
bly resistant sweet basil varieties is impossible, but rather that 
meticulous efforts are required to eliminate non-resistant 
genes and thus ‘fix’ the resistant trait in the plant. He suggests 
that simultaneously selectively breeding for desirable appear-
ance and flavor traits will yield commercially acceptable 
sweet basil cultivars with BDM resistance. 

The ability of basil breeders and researchers to respond rapid-
ly to the emerging threat of BDM was significantly hindered 
by the lack of information about the genome structure and 
genetic diversity of sweet basils. Without this 
information, breeding efforts are more difficult 
and less effective. Understanding the genome of 
a species accelerates the development of new 
varieties as well as the utilization of new gene-
editing technologies. 

To enhance the breeding of their BDM-resistant 
lineages of sweet basil and to facilitate efficient 
responses to future diseases, Dr Simon and his 
team took advantage of newer, more cost-
effective genetic methods. They produced a ge-
netic ‘map’ for sweet basil, which confirmed 
their results on BDM resistance inheritance from 
their earlier breeding studies. They also observed 
a high level of genetic diversity amongst sweet 
basil varieties, which accounts for their wide 
range of flavors and appearances. This work was 
spearheaded by Robert Pyne who conducted this 
basic research as part of his dissertation studies. 

Towards Full BDM Control 

Back in 2011, the Rutgers researchers and their collaborators 
at Cornell University, the University of Massachusetts and the 
University of Florida began intensive efforts to provide a so-
lution to BDM in sweet basil. Building on Dr Simon’s previ-
ous work on Mrihani and SB22, the team’s breeding program 
faced significant challenges in producing a BDM-resistant 
variety with a flavor and appearance suitable for commerciali-
zation. However, Dr Simon’s extensive experience in devel-
oping new basil cultivars with unique aroma profiles provided 
a solid foundation for success. 

In eight years, the breeding program produced and created 12 
new sweet basil cultivars with BDM resistance. Of these, four 
have been commercialized by VDF Specialty Seeds, and pro-
vide growers with a substantial increase in BDM resistance. 
‘These new BDM-resistant sweet basils offer high yielding 
varieties, even when BDM is present, and protect growers 
from the threat of complete crop loss under high disease pres-
sure,’ says Dr Simon. Importantly, consumer taste tests of 
their new varieties have proven successful. 

Dr Simon notes, however, that resistance is not equivalent to 
immunity. At high levels of disease pressure, BDM-resistant 
varieties can still exhibit symptoms. Commercial use of BDM
-resistant basil varieties still requires growers to adhere to best 
management practices including the application of fungicides, 
but at a much lower rate. Growers who switched to BDM-
resistant cultivars have been able to harvest later into the sea-
son than was previously possible, enhancing their yields and 
improving cost-effectiveness. Organic growers are reporting 
that they are now able to grow basil at long last without BDM 
issues. 

Embracing Creativity and Diversity 

Dr Simon believes that his team’s success was due in large 
part to their creativity and diversity – combining expertise 
from many scientific disciplines with the shared vision of 
finding a solution to the devastation caused by BDM. The 
team included lab scientists, farmers, growers, distributors, 
food processors and PhD students who were all dedicated, 
creative problem solvers. While their battle has been won, 

One of the team’s basil varieties (Rutgers Obsession DMR, left) compared to a lead-
ing commercial sweet basil (right). BDM symptoms are visible in the commercial 
plants, while Rutgers Obsession DMR is disease-free.  



 

9 

Support Local Farms and Local Farm-
ers 

Some websites to explore: 

Buy Local Food—a searchable website with farmers who 
sell direct to consumers.  You can narrow your search for 
product and location:  https://buylocalfoodny.org/  

Finger Lakes Farm Country—an agritourism website, 
but includes maple, honey, and other products available for 
sale:  https://fingerlakesfarmcountry.com/  

Meat Suite:  buy quantities of meat from local suppli-
ers:  https://www.meatsuite.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

Get to Know New York's Natives: Red Maple 

From NYS DEC Weekly Digest Bulletin 

With fall officially upon us tomorrow, there’s no better na-
tive to highlight this month than one of the first trees to 
showcase its autumn colors - the red maple (Acer rubrum). 

Red maple is one of the most common tree species in the 
eastern United States, and red maple trees can be found all 
across New York State. This species’ tolerance of a wide 
range of site conditions makes it suitable for both natural 
and urban environments. Mature trees tend to reach a height 
of 40-60 feet with a full canopy of 30-40 feet in width. 

This time of year, red maples are admired for their bright 
red shades, though yellow and occasionally even orange can be spotted as well. In winter, the sap of a red maple can be 
used to produce maple syrup. As winter ends, the red flowers and seeds of this species are a welcome sign of early spring. 
The seeds (samaras), buds, and twigs are treats for mammals, and the tree’s canopy is a popular nesting site for birds. In 
the forest products industry, red maple is valued for 
its lumber and pulpwood. The red maple is truly a 
tree for all seasons and species! 

Check out more red maple fun at these links: 

 Keep an eye on leaf change throughout the state 
this season with the I LOVE NY Fall Foliage 
Report, released each   Wednesday afternoon. 

 Ever wonder how to tell a red maple from a sug-
ar maple? Read this spring 2007 piece from 
Northern Woodlands magazine to learn the tips 
for telling these two NY favorites apart 

 

https://buylocalfoodny.org/
https://fingerlakesfarmcountry.com/
https://www.meatsuite.com/
https://www.iloveny.com/things-to-do/fall/foliage-report/
https://www.iloveny.com/things-to-do/fall/foliage-report/
https://northernwoodlands.org/knots_and_bolts/red_versus_sugar
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Reduced Tillage Project Uncovers Tarping Im-
pacts for Organic Vegetable Farmers 

 

September 8, 2020 

By: Ryan Maher/Cornell Small Farms Program 

One farmer shared with us in early summer: “If we didn’t 
have a tarp down before our mixed greens this spring, we 
would have been in big trouble with our CSA. In our un-
tarped plantings, we lost the crop to weeds. We’re not going 
to do that again.”  

Tarps are becoming a versatile tool to get a handle on weeds 
on the small vegetable farm. Our recent farmer survey of 
close to 100 other “tarpers” in the Northeast echoes this 
farmer’s experience and other stories we have heard. Tarps 
are working for lots of things: killing sod and cover crops, 
holding beds “idle,” allowing for early spring field access, 
and reducing tillage. Despite these successes, there are still a 
lot of questions about what’s happening under tarps and how 
these impacts add up over time.  

Over the last six years, our Reduced Tillage project has used 
an ongoing, long-term permanent bed research trial to answer 
questions about tarping to help us reduce tillage in organic 
vegetables. We manage a sequence of crops over multiple 
years and roll out different tarping and tillage practices side-
by-side. It turns into a complicated management matrix, 
where we compare tilled tarped plots to no-till tarped, and all 
of it to untarped ground. Some tillage is deep, intensive, and 
makes a clean slate and some is as shallow as we can go — 
then we ask if tarps can take care of the rest. Tarps are just 
plastic, not a source of organic matter, so we’re also looking 
at what happens when combined with compost and mulch. 
Along the way, we’ve been partnering with the University of 
Maine to have parallel trials and the experiment continues to 
move forward with support from NE SARE.  

Our crop changes from year to year, but the overarching 

questions remain the same. What are the changes in our soils, 
weeds, labor and crop yields? It still feels like we have only 
scratched the surface and, importantly, we are inheriting the 

consequences of all our management to see how it all chang-
es over time. We are hopeful to get deeper with some ques-
tions, mainly about our soils, in the future. 

This summer we put a beet crop in our rotation for the first 
time. Before jumping in, we checked off several of the boxes 
we typically think about when trialing a new reduced tillage 
practice:  

Try transplanted crops first. We initiated the trial 
with cabbage where soil conditions for planting 
are more forgiving than when direct seeding 
beets. 

Start small. Adjacent tarping trials in previous years 
showed we could be as successful with no-till 
beets as with conventional tillage.  

Don’t go into a problem field. We are fortunate to 
have very few perennial weeds, and when they 
emerge we are vigilant.  

Consider the preceding crop or cover crop and 
think through the soil conditions needed for 
the next crop. We expected the broccoli stalks 
from last fall would be formidable, and we’d 
need to put in the extra effort to remove them 
prior to no-till.  

 
There is always the unexpected but in research we can also 
absorb the failures and share those lessons too. 

Data has piled up this summer and we pulled out a beautiful 

Tarped and untarped beds are compared side-by-side for our Re-

duced Tillage project. (Ryan Maher / Cornell Small Farms Program) 

Time spent hand hoeing is recorded to track labor hours for the Re-
duced Tillage project. (Ryan Maher / Cornell Small Farms Program) 

https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/author/rmm325/
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/reduced-tillage/
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/LNE19-382/
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beet crop in early August. We also managed to donate most of 
the harvest, more than five tons, through local and regional 
outlets. The field is now seeded to an oat-pea cover crop, and 
we’ve been reflecting on some of our trial observations this 
year.  

Last fall, broccoli came out and tarps went down for an over-
winter application as we saw our window for a cover crop 
shrink away. Tarps provided some cover on otherwise bare 
ground, suppressing chickweed and other winter annual 
weeds, but also gave us some winter headaches. With little 
snow cover, we often returned to adjust sandbags and secure 
windblown tarps from draping the hedgerows. Tarping labor 
does add up and the logistics can be challenging and messy, 
but overwintered tarps can get us ready to plant with less till-
age and fewer weeds. We’ve also found that overwintered 
tarps can leave a lot of available soil nitrogen for the next 
crop, which is likely a result of less leaching losses and slight-
ly warmer temperatures that can lead to more soil biological 
activity.  

This spring, when tarps came off, we had weed-free planting 
conditions with no-tillage — this has been the biggest labor 
savings for tarping in no-till over the years. We then managed 
to get a good beet stand with our seeder in all kinds of soil 
conditions, despite a number of struggles: seeds grinding 
through rollers, countless rocks in our gravelling soils (in un-
mulched no-till soils they seem to be multiplying), and the 
persistence of tilled stalks from that broccoli crop. We count-
ed all our weeds as they emerged and found common summer 
annuals, such as hairy galinsoga, pigweed, and lambsquarter. 
Results from last year’s spring lettuce crop showed that 
tarping for three weeks after shallow tillage reduced our 
weeds at harvest by about 80% when compared to untarped 
beds.  

We have also learned to not rely on tarping alone to control 
weeds and we are always prepared to do some hand weeding. 
Labor was in shorter supply for us this year, strained by 
COVID-19. So as we add up our recorded labor hours, we’ll 
have yet another lens to view how tarping affects farm labor. 

Now we’re feeling grateful for the late August rain to get our 
cover crop going, but won’t forget the extremely dry and hot 
summer we all struggled through. It’s one of those unforeseen 
pieces, as there’s always something. What we do know is that 
both tarps and tillage can drive changes in soil moisture, 
which may help us tell part of the story behind our beet 
yields. 

Learn more about our past and current research on 
the Reduced Tillage project page.  

Drought Insurance for Forages 

By Fay Benson 

Small Dairy Support/ NY Organic Dairy Program/ Grazing/ 
Soil Health 

 

Pasture Rangeland and Forage (PRF) crop insurance was de-
veloped for producers that produce forage for their animals or 
for sale. It covers the single peril of drought. The basis of this 
insurance is on data collected by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Their historical rec-
ords for precipitation go back 50 years, which allows them to 
calculate the average rainfall for an area. When the rainfall for 
the period chosen by the producer falls below the average 
rainfall plus a deductible, an indemnity check is mailed to the 
producer. The sales closing date is November 15, 2020. This 
leaves farmers a short time to learn about the policy and de-
cide whether it would help their farms. The following are 
some of the basics of the policy. 

Steps to Insuring With PRF 

PRF is considered a “Group Policy” which means there are no 
requirements for farms to submit their actual production histo-
ry. 

The first step when working with a crop insurance salesperson 
is to identify on a map the “grid” where the farm is located. 
Each grid is 0.25 degrees in latitude by 0.25 degrees in longi-
tude or approximately 12 miles by 12 miles. Once the Grid 
Number for a farm is identified the next steps are making the 
following choices: 

1. Establish an insured guarantee by using the Hay or Pas-
ture county rates. Hay rates vary across the nation. For central 
NY, rates run between $250 – $300/acre and pasture rates are 
much less. Contact a Crop Insurance Agent for your county’s 
actual rates. Multiplying the farm’s forage acres times those 
rates will result in the guarantee. The higher the guarantee the 
higher the cost for insurance but also the higher the indemnity 
payments. 

2. Choose a “Productivity Factor” which allows a producer 
to raise or lower the county rates of the forage. The range is 
between 60% and 150%. For example, if my farm is certified 
organic I may wish to increase the value of the forage from 
$285/acre to $427/acre. 

This year we planted beets in the long-term permanent bed trial. (Ryan 
Maher / Cornell Small Farms Program) 

Continued on next page 

https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/reduced-tillage/
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3. Choose the interval months where the coverage is in 
place. Each interval is 2 months long and producers must 
choose at least 2 intervals to put their acreage into. Producers 
can choose up to 6 intervals for coverage year round. 

Select the “trigger” precipitation for the intervals chosen. The 
trigger is the percentage of precipitation the producer choos-
es that they will receive an indemnity. The NOAA average 
precipitation is designated as 100. If the final precipitation 
for the interval was listed as 80 that would mean the rainfall 
was 20% below the average rainfall. If it was 110 the precipi-
tation would be 10% more than average. 
Producers do not have to insure all acres. Insurance payments 
are determined by using NOAA CPC 
data for their grid(s) and index inter-
vals that were chosen to insure. When 
the final grid index falls below the poli-
cyholder’s “trigger grid index”, the 
producer may receive an indemnity. 
This insurance coverage is for a single 
peril — lack of precipitation. Coverage 
is based on the experience of the entire 
grid. It is not based on individual farms 
or ranches or specific weather stations 
in the general area. 

 

My Farm Example: 

 I have 90 acres of pasture which 
can also be harvested for hay. I chose 
to cover it at the Hay Value so my 
guarantee would be: 90 acres X $285/
acre = $25,650 

 I did not raise or lower the County 
Value so it remains at $285 

 I wanted to have year round cover-
age so I put 25% of my guarantee into the May/June interval, 
and 15% in every other interval. The total was 100%. 

I chose the highest “trigger” which was 90. If any of the in-
tervals had a precipitation of less than 90% of average rain-
fall, I would have received an indemnity check. 
The cost of this policy with no subsidy was 
$2,335. The USDA pays a premium subsidy for 
most crop insurance as a way to encourage farm-
ers to participate in their programs. For the poli-
cy I described above the subsidy was 51% which 
brought down my cost for the policy to $1,144. 

I have used PRF in the past. Most years I don’t 
get many indemnity payments. The exception 
being the drought years when it helped the bot-
tom line for my farm immensely. That is the goal 
of crop insurance, it’s better to have a normal 
year where your crops yield well but on those 
years where weather just doesn’t provide a farm 
with good growing conditions it’s nice to have 
the insurance to help sleep at night and keep 
from experiencing a disaster. 

Enrollment Deadline is November 15, 2020 

The PRF enrollment deadline for the 2021 growing season is 
November 15, 2020. All transactions and policy contracts 
need to be completed by a certified Crop Insurance Agent. 
These agents are also an excellent source of information 
about this policy. Use this link to view a list of crop insur-
ance agents in your area: https://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/
agent.html 

You can use the USDA’s PRF decision support tool to find 
your grid and explore historical rainfall data at https://
prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/prf 

 

 

 

https://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
https://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
https://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/prf
https://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/prf
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Phase 1 Open for USDA Small Business Innovation Re-
search Program 

This program focuses on transforming scientific discovery 
into products and services with commercial potential and/or 
societal benefit. Small businesses and small proprietorships 
that are in business for profit are eligible to submit for up to 
$100,000 for a Phase I project. Projects dealing with agricul-
turally related manufacturing and alternative and renewable 
energy technologies are encouraged.  

Learn more and apply by October 22. 

 

Applications Open to Help Cover Costs for Organic Cer-
tification 

Organic producers and handlers can apply for federal funds 
to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic 
certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program. Applications for eligible certification expenses paid 
between October 1, 2019, and September 30, 2020, are due 
October 31, 2020.  

Learn more and apply by October 31st, 2020. 

 

Annie's Grants for Gardens 

Public and private schools and nonprofit organizations can 
apply for school garden grants for edible gardens at schools 
in the United States. Funds can be used to purchase any 
equipment appropriate for the garden, such as plants, seeds, 
raised beds, fencing, wheelbarrows, greenhouses, and drip 
irrigation systems.  

Learn more and apply by November 2. 

 

Proposals Open for Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program 

The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
promotes coordination of NRCS conservation activities with 
partners that offer value-added contributions to expand our 
collective ability to address on-farm, watershed, and regional 
natural resource concerns. NRCS will award up to $360 mil-
lion to locally driven, public-private partnerships that im-
prove the nation's water quality, combat drought, enhance 
soil health, support wildlife habitat, and protect agricultural 
viability. Partners may request $250,000 to $10 million in 
RCPP funding. 

Learn more and apply by November 4. 

 

Farm Credit East Releases 2020 Report on Grants and 
Incentives 

This report details grants and other incentives available in the 
Northeast states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York and Rhode Island ser-
viced by Farm Credit East. The listings include grant pro-
grams, tax incentives and loan programs from various fund-
ing sources available to agricultural producers and other enti-
ties involved in agriculture or related industries.  

Read more. 

 

Northeast SARE Applications Open for Farmer Grant 
Program 

Northeast SARE offers grants to farmers to explore new con-
cepts in sustainable agriculture (on production, marketing, 
labor, farm succession, social capital, and other topics) often 
through experiments, surveys, prototypes, on-farm demon-
strations or other research and education techniques. Farmer 
Grant projects address issues that affect farming with long-
term sustainability in mind.  

Learn more and apply by November 17. 

 

USDA Providing Additional COVID Assistance to Farm-
ers and Ranchers 

Up to an additional $14 billion is available for agricultural 
producers who continue to face market disruptions and asso-
ciated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Corona-
virus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin Septem-
ber 21 and run through December 11, 2020. CFAP 2 pay-
ments will be made for three categories of commodities – 
Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops, and Sales Com-
modities. Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) county offices.  

Learn more and apply by December 11th, 2020. 

 

Small Business Administration Disaster Loans in Re-
sponse to COVID 

The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering designat-
ed states and territories low-interest federal disaster loans for 
working capital to small businesses suffering substantial eco-
nomic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Note that eligible businesses include small agricultural coop-
eratives and producer cooperatives, but not agricultural enter-
prises.  

Learn more. 

 

https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/0vudkxxp2lh9hndk26ul/25h2hoho5ppvlmb3/aHR0cHM6Ly9uaWZhLnVzZGEuZ292L2Z1bmRpbmctb3Bwb3J0dW5pdHkvc21hbGwtYnVzaW5lc3MtaW5ub3ZhdGlvbi1yZXNlYXJjaC1wcm9ncmFtLXBoYXNlLWk=
https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/0vudkxxp2lh9hndk26ul/qvh8h7h6xmm7elhl/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnNhLnVzZGEuZ292L25ld3Mtcm9vbS9uZXdzLXJlbGVhc2VzLzIwMjAvdXNkYS1hY2NlcHRpbmctYXBwbGljYXRpb25zLXRvLWhlbHAtY292ZXItY29zdHMtZm9yLW9yZ2FuaWMtY2VydGlmaWNhdGlvbg==
https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/0vudkxxp2lh9hndk26ul/g3hnh5hzv88dg2ar/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW5uaWVzLmNvbS9ncmFudHMtZm9yLWdhcmRlbnMv
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/rcpp/
https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/0vudkxxp2lh9hndk26ul/3ohphkhdw55o06cr/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFybWNyZWRpdGVhc3QuY29tL2tub3dsZWRnZS1leGNoYW5nZS9SZXBvcnRzLzIwMjAtZ3JhbnRzLXJlcG9ydA==
http://www.northeastsare.org/FarmerGrant
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://click.convertkit-mail.com/v8udrxx928hrhm8kmdag/g3hnh5hzv44wewbr/aHR0cHM6Ly9hdHRyYS5uY2F0Lm9yZy9ldmVudC1jYWxlbmRhci9zbWFsbC1idXNpbmVzcy1hZG1pbmlzdHJhdGlvbi1kaXNhc3Rlci1sb2Fucy1pbi1yZXNwb25zZS10by1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8=
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CCE Farm Business Management 
Training 

Fall 2020 Schedule 

Design Your Succession Plan 

Four weekly Zoom sessions with CCE educators and profes-
sionals will prepare you to envision, communicate, write, and 
shape the legacy of your family farm business.  

When: 6:30pm-8:00pm on October 8, 15, 22 & 29, 2020 

Where: Remote course via Zoom with activities in an online 
learning platform between meetings 

Cost: $60 per farm family, includes a workbook valued at 
$20 

Register online by September 30: https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/
dsp_230 

To help farm families start their succession planning process, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension educators will present an in-
teractive program that empowers families to get started on 
their succession plan. Participants will have an opportunity to 
open the lines of communication with family to create a 
shared vision for the family business. They will also learn to 
choose and work with professionals such as attorneys, ac-
countants, lenders, insurance agents and tax experts to con-
struct a plan and documents that put the family's vision into 
action. This program will prepare you to envision, communi-
cate, plan, write and shape the legacy of your farm or ranch 
business. 

   

Price Risk Management for Dairy Farmers—Master the 
Tools to Manage Your Milk Price 

When: 7pm - 9pm on November 3 & 10, 2020 

Where: Virtual meeting via Zoom 

Cost: $10.00 per farm for both sessions 

Register online: https://tinyurl.com/
PriceRiskMgtDairyFarmers 

Please join CCE Capital Area Ag & Hort Program’s Farm 
Business Management Educator Dayton Maxwell for a fun 
and informative program that will equip dairy farmers to 
manage milk price risk. Featuring presentations from FSA 
Executive Director David Holck, Tristan Peterson from Crop 
Growers Insurance, and Dr. Chris Wolf of Cornell Universi-
ty. The sessions will cover the following topics: Dairy Mar-
gin Coverage, Dairy Revenue Protection, Forward Contract-
ing, and Determining if Risk Management is Right for my 
Farm.  

Legal Entities for Farm Business—Understanding LLCs 
and Trusts 

When: 1pm - 2pm on November 5 & 19, 2020 

Where: Virtual meeting via Zoom 

Cost: $10 per farm for both sessions 

Register online: https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?
id=1328 

Register by phone: 607-391-2662 

This 2-part virtual mini-series will cover LLCs and trusts, 
two legal entities common among agricultural businesses. 
The sessions will help farmers and rural landowners evaluate 
whether these legal entities would be appropriate for their 
individual situations and goals. 

Session 1: Is an LLC Right for Me? 

Have you ever wondered whether forming an LLC would be 
good for your farm? This workshop is for any agricultural 
business operating as a sole proprietorship or partnership, 
interested in learning about the costs and benefits of Limited 
Liability Corporations. Chris Anderson from Farm Credit 
East will review common farm business structures, then dis-
cuss how to evaluate whether an LLC is a good fit for your 
specific circumstances. We will also discuss the process of 
setting up an LLC, selecting and working with advisors, and 
making changes to an LLC over time. 

Session 2: What is a Trust & Does My Farm Need One? 

This session will help farmers and rural landowners under-
stand what a trust is, and whether it is the right tool to protect 
and manage their assets. Our speaker, business consultant 
Anna Richards, will describe several types of trusts common-
ly used in farm business and succession planning, and discuss 
the process a farm goes through to set up and manage a trust. 

 

 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/dsp_230
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/dsp_230
https://tinyurl.com/PriceRiskMgtDairyFarmers
https://tinyurl.com/PriceRiskMgtDairyFarmers
https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1328
https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1328
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The New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and 
Health (NYCAMH) is offer ing financial assistance to farm 
operations for repairs and upgrades that help make for a safer 
workplace. Funds of up to $5,000 are available on a first-
come, first-served basis to applications approved through the 
John May Farm Safety Fund. For additional information, to 
download an application or to see videos of funded projects, 
go to https://www.nycamh.org/programs-and-services/john-
may-farm-safety-fund.php, call 800-343-7527 or email at 
jmfsf@bassett.org<mailto:jmfsf@bassett.org>. 
 
 
  
NYS Grown & Certified Opens Applications for Honey 
Producers- NYS Grown & Certified has expanded to include 
honey producers. To be eligible, honey producers must har-
vest 100 percent of their honey in New York, complete Cor-
nell University’s Honey Food Safety Best Practices Manual 
test, and label their honey products according to standards set 
in the Best Practices Manual. Applicants must also submit the 
Honey Bee Health Information form and have a bee health 
inspection every two years. For more information and to ap-
ply, please visit certified.ny.gov.  

. 
Dairy Tales!  Watch wonderful short 
films on Tioga County Dairy Farms 

If you are a user of Facebook, I have a suggestion for 
you.  “Like” the Tioga County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District and treat yourself to a series of short 
films on local dairy farms.  You will meet the hard-
working folks who farm the land and provide the 
healthy dairy products your family enjoys. 

And while you are at it, “like” CCE Tioga or 
Chemung!   

Cornell Maple Program Offering Virtual Maple 
Workshop Series 

Date: Sept. 23 – Nov. 24 at 7pm 

The Cornell Maple Program is offering six free online 
workshops this fall. Each course features a selection of 
self-guided materials including narrated presentations, 
videos and articles, followed by a live question and an-
swer session.  

Learn more and register. 

 

Dairy and Milk Market Webinar to be Hosted by 
Cornell University 

Join the Cornell Cooperative Extension Central New 
York Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops team for a webi-
nar on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 7 p.m., to learn about 
milk pricing and the current milk market situation. Dr. 
Chris Wolf from the Dyson School of Applied Econom-
ics and Management at Cornell University will cover 
how farm level milk prices are derived, depooling, how 
the Producer Price Differential is calculated and where 
check-off dollars are spent. Dr. Wolf will look at both 
the state and national state of the dairy industry. 
Register here for the webinar.  

 

Tell USDA to Make Needed Improvements to Hemp 
Rule 

The 2018 Farm Bill directed the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to establish a national regulatory 
framework for hemp production in the U.S. On Sept. 8, 
2020, the USDA reopened the Interim Final Rule for 
Domestic Hemp Production and have asked producers 
for further input and comments on the way USDA is 
regulating hemp production and licensing. While this is 
a good step as USDA continues to examine its hemp 
regulations, there are necessary modifications needed to 
ensure that this program is effective and meets the 
needs of growers in New York. These changes include 
increasing the allowable THC level, allowing greater 
flexibility for testing a crop, and ensuring full utiliza-
tion of a hemp crop. Comments are due to USDA by Oct. 
8, 2020. 

Click here to send comments to USDA asking them to 
revise the hemp rule.  

 

   

https://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=2496062854&e=e1c0a24bc7
https://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=2496062854&e=e1c0a24bc7
mailto:jmfsf@bassett.org%3cmailto:jmfsf@bassett.org
https://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=4ccb36b49f&e=e1c0a24bc7
https://click.convertkit-mail.com/v8udrxx928hrhm8kmdag/8ghqhoh54mmnlesk/aHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmNvcm5lbGwuZWR1L2Nvcm5lbGxtYXBsZS8=
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MTA4MDQzJnA9MSZ1PTkxMTQ1MTU4NSZsaT02NzgxNjIxMg/index.html
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT04MTA4MDQzJnA9MSZ1PTkxMTQ1MTU4NSZsaT02NzgxNjIxNA/index.html
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LOOKING FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO 
EVALUATE OR VALUE  FARMLAND? DO YOU 
NEED TO CREATE A LAND LEASE BUT AREN’T 
SURE WHERE TO START? CHECK OUT THIS 
ZOOM SERIES BY CORNELL COOPERATIVE EX-
TENSION! 

Oct 7th, 6:30-8PM: How to Evaluate Your Land  

There is plenty of reasons why you should not rent your 
land on a handshake. One of the main reasons is to be sure 
your land is protected in health and in receiving a fair 
price. The following things should be considered:  

 Know how farmland values are calculated  & how to 
communicate the long-term value of your land 

 Know the conditions of your land & how you expect 
your land to be cared for  

 Know how to choose a farmer  & prepare a formal 
lease   

 Know how to use general liability insurance  

 

Oct 21st, 6:30-8PM: How to Determine an Appropriate 
Value for Your Land 

Nov 4th, 6:30-8PM: How to Put Together a Lease that 
Makes Sense 

Did you know that many lease “agreements” are nothing 
more than a handshake and an annual payment? This 
leaves both the landowner and the farmer leasing the land 
at risk. There are very important considerations not ac-
counted for with a handshake like the term of the lease so 
that the farmer does not end up putting a lot of time and 
effort into a piece of land only to have it rented out to 
someone else before the next harvest. There are other 
items to work through such as how improvements can and 
will be made to the property and who is liable for injury 
on the property. A formal lease agreement can eliminate 
many of these issues. Myron Thurston, Agricultural Eco-
nomic Development and Marketing Specialist of CCE 
Madison, will walk through some of the common pitfalls 
of lease agreements and will provide several templates 
that can be used to create your own. 

Nov 18th, 6:30-8PM: It’s All About Relationships 

Learn how to work with lawyers, land trusts, finance offic-
ers and ag support agencies, such as USDA. 

The cost is $40 for the series. Participants will receive the 
Zoom link the morning of the program.  

 

NOFA-NY winter Conference goes virtual  

January 16-23, 2021-  Save the Date! 

Rooted in Resilience, our 2021 Winter Conference, will 
include more than 60 virtual events, in addition to our key-
note speaker, Laura Lengnick, and the Northeast Organic 
Seed Conference! And, we've extended the length of the 
conference from three days to a whole week – giving you 
the opportunity to participate in even more than you would 
at the in-person conference.  In the meantime, please take 
this short survey to help us host an event that fits your 
needs. Thank you! 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QaysmO7e8RaYowDzYv8bV6zqvCcSNdZD2zx4tIu4Cd4tF8NWYQC5GJW0KmQ_eiI17rz-TwTm49AVW1MybV2mp7zHDDOK-tkkuNiIEe09TD8r2tdiH76nByeOeC2aDVi2f97IbB-VoZV_btDloKm5_0LS9IHfxIhbKqd4MWxHUUI=&c=de6ki0oS5IxNzSSkd6S5viXRNlmwhVOlMdZslkpOjgh3jMvhcWr_4
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QaysmO7e8RaYowDzYv8bV6zqvCcSNdZD2zx4tIu4Cd4tF8NWYQC5GJW0KmQ_eiI17rz-TwTm49AVW1MybV2mp7zHDDOK-tkkuNiIEe09TD8r2tdiH76nByeOeC2aDVi2f97IbB-VoZV_btDloKm5_0LS9IHfxIhbKqd4MWxHUUI=&c=de6ki0oS5IxNzSSkd6S5viXRNlmwhVOlMdZslkpOjgh3jMvhcWr_4
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2020 membership dues—$99 
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Helping You Put Knowledge To Work 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individu-
als with  Disabilities and that provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

“It’s Always the Nutritionist’s Fault!”-- Understanding 
Diets and Improving Communication on Your Dairy 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Northwest NY, North Country 
Region, and South Central NY Teams Present:   A FREE 
Webinar for Farmers and Dairy Nutritionists to Improve Com-
munication 

Join us for a live webinar Thursday, October 15, 2020; 

presented twice at 12:30 pm EST, and again at 7:00 pm EST. 

Goals: 

· Improve communication between the dairy farm and their 
nutritionist 

· Ensure dairy farm & nutritionist have matching goals for the 
farm 

· For the dairy farm to understand what is in their diet and 
why it is being fed 

· For the dairy farm to gain a basic understanding of how to 
compare diets 

· For the dairy farm to clearly communicate concerns to their 
nutritionist when they may arise 

· For the nutritionist to use this as a guideline for conversa-
tions with their dairy farmer client 

The live session includes interactive poll questions and a 
Question and Answer session at the end of the presentation. 

Please register through the following link for both 12:30 and 
7:00 pm EST.  https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_fqXpgrO8QxWwFBmYsJd3kQ 

________________________________________ 

  

Coming soon! 

Online Feeder School in English and Spanish 

Cornell PRO-DAIRY and Cornell Cooperative Extension are 
partnering to offer a two-day Online Feeder School that will 
be taught in English and Spanish. The program is free thanks 
to generous sponsors and pre-registration will be required. 

Online Feeder School will be offered in English from 1:00 to 
2:30 PM EDT on November 3 and 5 and in Spanish from 1:00 
to 2:30 PM EDT on November 10 and 12. The program will 
be held online only and feature a combination of video 

demonstrations, presentations, and discussion. The same pro-
gram will be offered in the English and Spanish sessions. 

Bill Stone, DVM, Diamond V, will lead the school along with 
CCE regional dairy specialists and members of Cornell PRO-
DAIRY. Dr. Stone has helped a multitude of dairy farmers 
feed their herds and will offer his expertise in troubleshooting 
mixer wagons and answer questions live during the discus-
sion. 

The Online Feeder School is targeted to farmers, employees, 
and Agriservice professionals who work as or with the feeder 
– the person responsible for mixing TMR, maintaining bunk 
silos, and communicating feed issues with other farm staff. 
The school will cover monitoring dry matter, feed bunk man-
agement, bunk face management, and troubleshooting mixer 
wagons. 

Please register through the following link:  https://
cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_D0iCMO0xR7SnlYwLP3RdNw 

 

ZOOM VIRTUAL CLASS: Dividing Perennials 

Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2020, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  

Join this class on dividing perennials and propagating shrubs 
with cutting and layering. We will talk about techniques ap-
propriate for many fruiting bushes, ornamental shrubs, and 
herbaceous perennials that are simple straightforward and can 
be done with the tools you already have in your gardens THIS 
season! 

Mila Fournier is a garden designer and educator with two dec-
ades of design experience that started with guerilla gardening 
in Brooklyn and has moved her through designing some of the 
most sophisticated gardens in NYC. Once in Ithaca, Mila has 
worked as an educator, designer, and horticultural consultant, 
including managing Ithaca Children's Garden and helping 
large developers create beautiful landscapes and habitats to 
offset new construction. 

Register and pay here. 

 

Local Food Sustainability: Keeping Your COVID 'Bump' 
Going 

Date: Wednesday, October 7, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

One silver lining of the pandemic has been strong interest in 
and demand for locally produced foods. How can local pro-
ducers sustain growth in revenue even as consumers return to 

https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fqXpgrO8QxWwFBmYsJd3kQ
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fqXpgrO8QxWwFBmYsJd3kQ
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D0iCMO0xR7SnlYwLP3RdNw
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D0iCMO0xR7SnlYwLP3RdNw
https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D0iCMO0xR7SnlYwLP3RdNw
https://ccetompkins.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5a11863856c290452ebf0a54&id=cdf3eadb22&e=62b09ef43f
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their normal stores, and go online more than ever before? Join 
this webinar for an introduction to the world of web design 
and content development.  

Learn more and register. 

 

 

 

https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/0vudkxxp2lh9hndk26ul/p8heh9h7vww3m6iq/aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVudHMuY29ybmVsbC5lZHUvZXZlbnQva2VlcGluZ195b3VyX2NvdmlkX2J1bXBfZ29pbmc_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXdpZGdldCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXdpZGdldCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPUNvcm5lbGw=

