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Retirees often have time, talent and skills that are an underutilized resource in our 
communities. These older citizens, if called upon, can use their talents to help address issues 
like climate change, air and water pollution, waste management, and the protection of natural 
areas. Indeed, there are many, in this age bracket, who would welcome a chance to do 
something to protect our natural resources while promoting positive environmental values to 
benefit their families, communities, and the world that sustains us.  
 
According to the 2010 census, Madison County has a population of 73,442; with around 14% of 
the population being 65 years old or higher. Whether you are retired professional, a committed 
older homemaker, or are just interested in the environmental issues that continue to arise 
across our great state - we are looking for you! 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County, with input from Cornell University, 
Cazenovia College, The Cazenovia Preservation Foundation, the Izaak Walton League of 
America, NYSERTA and the Cazenovia Public Library – plus more - are joining forces to bring a 
program called Retirees in Service to the Environment (RISE) to Madison County with a first 
offering in Cazenovia. The RISE Program is an environmental education and leadership training 
program for adults over 60. It responds to the intersection of two critical trends – mounting 
concern about environmental sustainability and the growing aging population. The program is 
based on the best available research evidence and field practice and has a primary goal of 
creating environmental stewards and leaders that will play an active role in addressing 
environmental issues in their communities. 
 
The RISE Program provides approximately 30 hours of training over an eight-week period 
beginning on April 9th, 2020.  Participants meet once a week with an education day first and 
then six environmental workshops or fieldtrips. The program culminates with a capstone 
stewardship project, involving all participants, in the last week.  
 
RISE Program participants can expect to gain training in leadership and communication skills, as 
well as garnering factual knowledge from expert presenters from a variety of environmental 
fields.  These presenters live in our local community and include Anne Saltman, Judy Gianforte, 
Dr. Thad Yorks, Mathew Webber, Scott Ingmire, Dr. Karin Bump and others. 
 
In-house presentations will include discussions on climate change, energy use, waste 
management, soil prevention, water quality and how to distinguish fact from fiction relating to 
the information we hear every day from multiple media sources. Fieldtrips will include visits to 



Cazenovia Lake, Chittenango Creek, a local farm, wind turbines, a solar array, a sewage 
treatment plant and Nichols Pond.  
 
In addition to providing environmental benefits to local communities, the RISE Program offers 
potential health benefits to participating older adults – including physical activity and exposure to 
nature – as well as the chance to improve the world for future generations--- and the RISE program is 
absolutely FREE to participating seniors!   
 

Are you ready to sign up?  If you are – and/or if you have questions about participating in this 
program, please contact Tess Southern at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Madison County.  
Tess can be reached at (315)684-3001 ext. 101 or tas264@cornell.edu.  
 
Stay up to date with all of the CCE Madison County events and educational opportunities by 

visiting our website and/or liking us on Facebook www.madisoncountycce.org 

  

“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 
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