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Association Annual Meeting Minutes 

Justine’s Restaurant, Cobleskill, NY 

October 23, 2019 

Executive Director Don Smyers welcomed those in attendance- enrollees, staff, board 

and committee members, and elected officials.  Inviting all to enjoy the dinner 

prepared by Justine’s. 

While waiting for dinner to be served, Don Smyers directed guests to review the 

minutes of the 2018 Association Annual Meeting provided at their tables.  He also 

invited them to take the opportunity to look through the 2019 Annual Report to the 

Community, the Annual reports provided by the Eastern NY Commercial 

Horticulture program, and the Quarterly report provided by the Cornell Cooperative 

Extension Central NY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops team. 

4-H Educator Teresa Adell and 4-H Program Assistant Collen Badger led guests in

the 4-H Pledge and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Then Dinner was served.

After dinner, Don introduced staff in attendance:

• Teresa Adell, 4-H Program Educator

• Lauren Anderson, Finance & HR Assistant

• Colleen Badger, Administrative Assistant

• David Cox, Agriculture Program Leader

• Jim Barber, Otsego Ag Implementation Specialist

• Michelle Leveski, EFNEP Nutrition Program Educator

• Mayra Richter, Finance & Human Resource Manager

• Jan Ryder, Administrative Assistant

• Susan Salisbury, After School Program Coordinator

• Madelyn Sanchez, Operations Coordinator

• Linda Sheets, Facilities Custodian

• Allyson Wyman, FCS Nutrition Program Educator

• Patti Zellmer, 4-H Program Leader

Don then presented recognition awards to staff who achieved milestone years of 

service: 

• Robin Henson, Administrative Assistant for 10 years of service

• Serena Pevlor, 4-H Afterschool Program Activity Leader for 5 years of service

• Randine DiMarco, 4-H Afterschool Program Senior Leader - retired for 10

years of service.
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The recognized staff received a framed certificate of appreciation, a Cornell 

anniversary pin indicating their years of service, and a plant in appreciation of a job 

well done. Awards were accepted on behallf of staff by 4-H Program Leader Patti 

Zellmer and 4-H Afterschool Program Coordinator Susan Salisbury.  Don also 

thanked staff from both offices for their work and dedication. 

Don invited Board President Sarah Goodrich to introduce Board members in 

attendence: 

• Maureen Blanchard, Program Director, FCS 

• Bill Johnson, At-Large Director 

• Jason Stone, Board Vice-President, Program Director, Agriculture 

• Vali Vargha, At-Large Director 

• Katerina Weingarten, Program Director, 4-H 

• Bill Woodward, Program Director, 4-H 

Sarah also congratulated and thanked staff as well.  She along with Don presented 

framed Certificates of Appreciation to the following departing Board Members: 

• Bill Johnson, At-Large Director for 6 years of service 

• David Ingalls, At-Large Director for 3 years of service 

Sarah Goodrich called the Association Business meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. to 

conduct required business.  Bringing attention to the minutes of the 2018 Association 

Annual Meeting previously provided to guests, the president asked if there were any 

correction to minutes.  Since none was made, she called for a motion to accept the 

minutes. 

Jason Stone moved to accept them.  The motion was seconded by Maureen 

Blanchard and was carried unanimously and minutes were accepted as presented. 

Don reviewed the Associations accomplishments by referring to the 2019 Annual 

Report to the Community provided to Enrollees to read and take home.  He brought 

attention to the new shorter format that uses a storytelling approach to show 

program successes through participant narratives where only the names are changed 

to provide anonymity. 

Sarah reviewed the 2019 Financial Support statement, explaining the funding 

streams that support the Association- 35% County appropriations, 34% State under 

NY County Law 224, 7% Federal (EFNEP, Smith-Lever, etc.), and 24% other- grants, 

contracts, program participation, and rental incomes.  Total support to the 
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association for the fiscal year 10/1/18 – 9/30/19 was $1,282,718.  Sarah went on to say 

that, Don has to go to the County Boards for Funding and increases, so she asked all 

to be ambassadors for Extension through the work done for those receiving 

programs.  Stressing local funding leverages Cornell Cooperative Extension’s State 

and Federal funds. 

Sarah brought guests attention to the ballot asking those who resided in Schoharie 

and Otsego Counties to vote or provide write-ins on the positions presented.  She 

also asked for any nominations from the floor for any of the open positions.  Jan 

Ryder nominated Marilyn Janizcek for one of the positions subject to her agreement.  

Votes were cast and collected. 

Sarah then asked if there was any new business to be brought to the floor. There 

being none, she adjourned the business meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

Don told guests, that the cinnamon tea favors on the table were theirs to take home 

and asked Otsego Ag Implementation Specialist Jim Barber to introduce the nights 

keynote speaker.  Jim introduced Max Finberg, President and CEO of Growing Hope 

Globally whose presentation capped off the evening.  Max gave an inspiring account 

of his organizations’ work in helping hungry people worldwide grow their own 

food through project of investments, largely funded from members of agricultural 

communities.  The organization has implemented more than 169 growing projects in 

rural communities and have helped two million people around the world. 

Don thanked Max for his presentation and presented him with a gift basket from 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Schoharie and Otsego Counties. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Jan Ryder 

Administrative Assistant  


