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October 7 - 18, 2020 

The Fall 2020 Tractor Supply Paper Clover 4-H Fundraiser will be held from Wednesday, Oct. 7 to Sunday, 
Oct. 18 and is a nice continuation of National 4-H Week on October 4– 10 and raise money for the 
Putnam 4-H Program. 

New for this Fall’s Paper Clover: 

 4-H participation awards and incentives

 A chance for you to win a $250 gift certificate to the 4-H Mall by registering your clubs participation
in the store during the promotion

 Opportunity for your 4-Hers to be the face of the next national Paper Clover promotional materials

 A way to boost funds raised for your state just by having a 4-H presence in-store

 Daily tracking updates of the top states and TSC stores during the promotion on the TSC 4-H micro-
site at www.tractorsupply.com/4-H

at 

Tractor Supply Store 
Patterson, NY 

4-H Communicator
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4-H Strengthening Youth & Families
Advisory Committee: 

Challen Armstrong Brewster 

Ricky Guzman Mahopac 

Deja Jones Brewster 

Greg Lichodolik Mahopac 

Janet Mahoney Carmel 

Jon Meschino Brewster 

Perin Schneider Mahopac 

Valerie Shafer Cold Spring 

Melissa Stahl-Downy Brewster 

Dan Troge Stormville 

Youth Representatives: 

Dustin Arbore Stormville 

Niamh Carey Kent 

Saiorse Magnan Carmel 

Emily Rusinko Carmel 

Board of Directors Representative  

Kathi Heiber Carmel 

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 

 Animals & Art
 Antique Tractors
 Apples, Cider & Donuts
 Ask a Master Gardener
 Clover Scavenger Hunt
 Pollinator Pathway
 Tilly's Pumpkin Patch
 Roasted Corn
 Self Guided Hiking Trails

Please leave your pets at home. Pre-registration at put-
nam.cce.cornell.edu/events and masks required  

OPEN HOUSE ON  

TILLY FOSTER FARM 

SATURDAY, OCT. 17, 2020 

11:00AM TO 3:00 PM 

https://www.facebook.com/CCEPutnam
https://twitter.com/CCEPUTNAM
https://www.instagram.com/cceputnam/
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events
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October 1st is the re-enrollment deadline! 
Make sure you have your reenrollment 
paperwork and payment in to the 4-H 
office. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 4-H Youth 
Development Program will be sending out Annual 4-H 
Enrollment Reminders electronically, (if we have an 
email address for you) along with the Emergency/
Medical Permission Slip and the 4-H Enrollment Form. 

4-H Enrollment/Re-Enrollment Fees due

Mid October 

for 2020—2021 program year 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to the Putnam 4-H Members who participated int the Virtual 

Showcase for the  

NY State Fair  

The 4-H Enrollment Fee is $35.00 – per child – per 
year; regardless of the number of clubs your child 
takes part in.   

Please be aware that there will be a new online 
enrollment option for the 20/21 4-H club year.  

While we prefer you to enroll online, feel free 
to download your enrollment form & mail in 
with enrollment fee: http://
putnam.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/4-h-forms & mail 
in to CCE of Putnam County, 1 Geneva Rd., Brewster, 
NY 10509. 

Niamh C. 4-H Teen Action Group Photography and Visual Arts 
Photography and Visual Arts 

Photography and Visual Arts 

Dominick D. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 
Grace F. 4-H Teen Action Group Foods and Nutrition 
Emily R. 4-H Teen Action Group Arts and Crafts 

Foods and Nutrition 

Ben, Victoria & Elizabeth H. Animal Science - Poultry 

Ella K. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 

Communications and Expressive Arts 
Sean K. Photography and Visual Arts 

Communications and Expressive Arts 
Lisa M. 14 projects in Other 

Other 
Kaylie Ann H. Foods and Nutrition 

Jericho H. STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 
2 Projects for Environmental Education 

4-H Green Chimneys Classroom Educational Enrichment Projects 

http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/4-h-forms
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13-year old 4-H member, cartoonist supports 4-H with "Ducky Comics"

CHAPPAQUA, N.Y. — Cartoonist Henry McEvoy’s 
debut issue of “Ducky Comics” is set in Carmel, New 
York’s Putnam County Fair, an event that was can-
celed this summer due to the Coronavirus. 13-year-
old Henry aims to increase awareness for the fair 
organized by Cornell Cooperative Extension while 
raising funds for New York State’s 4-H Foundation. 
The first comic strip, created in Chappaqua, NY, fea-
tures a father and son duck visiting the fair and en-
tering a flying contest. Said Henry, “In this alternate 
universe a lot can happen, like an out-of-control 
raccoon with a jetpack, a swat team of ducks, and 
more!” 

Henry created the comic after realizing that this 
year’s fair would be canceled. Henry stated, “Last 
year I brought my pet ducks and chickens, and so I 
wanted to support the fair this year even though 
we couldn’t be there.” Supporters can download 
the comic and make a donation at 
www.gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-
ducky-comics, where proceeds will support 4-H and 
fund scholarships for educational programs around 
New York state. 

Henry’s comic features typical fair sightings, such as 
musical performances, animal exhibits, and prize-
winning vegetables. Said Henry, “I wanted to make 
it seem like the real fair while inserting my own 
characters.” His series will follow 4-H events in a 
world populated by ducks, chickens, and raccoons. 
While drawing “Unexpected Events at the Putnam 
County Fair,” Henry referenced family photos, fair-
ground images, and the Putnam County Sheriff’s 
website, in order to draw a patrol car. Sheriff Rob-
ert L. Langley Jr. stated, “The Putnam County Sher-
iff’s Department supports our Youth, and commend 
13-year-old Henry McEvoy who is using the art of
drawing as a safe way to celebrate community
events during this Pandemic. We especially like
Henry’s drawing of the Deputy Patrol car, and wish
Henry luck with his 4-H fundraiser.”

Comic series will follow 4-H events in a world populated by ducks, chickens, and raccoons 

This photo of Henry McEvoy and 
his pet chickens and ducks at last 
year’s Putnam County Fair was 

Henry’s “Ducky Comics” first started releasing stories 
to the public this summer, and has made a commit-
ment to donate all proceeds to 4-H. “At my Go-
FundMe site, you can read my comic and help 4-H,” 
said Henry. “People can donate to the charity that 
has taught me all about chickens and ducks, and how 
to take care of them.” Henry, who is entering 8th 
grade at Whitby School in Greenwich, CT, is a mem-
ber of 4H: Hooves, Beaks, and Bills in Croton, NY. To 
read Henry’s comic and support his fundraiser, vis-
it gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-ducky-
comics or email duckycomics2020@gmail.com. 

http://www.gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-ducky-comics
http://www.gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-ducky-comics
http://gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-ducky-comics
http://gofundme.com/f/4h-campaign-by-henry-of-ducky-comics
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4-H Dog Care & Obedience

Begins Sept. 16 

Join us for this five-week socially distant exciting 
outdoor enrichment program and learn about: 

 successful dog ownership skills

 basic dog care & handling

 guidance on competition & other sporting fields

 an opportunity to have your dog evaluated for
the K9 Good Citizen Program (4-H approved
breeds only)

  
This program is open youth, ages 9 & up. Limited to 
10 youth on a first come, first serve basis.  Dog 
ownership is not required. MASKS required. 
Pre-Registration required at putnam.cce.cornell.edu/
events 
Registration fee: $75 non 4-H members; $40 for 4-H 
members. (non-refundable) Includes 4-H Enrollment 
& Materials.  
This program may not be suitable for youth with 
respiratory issues and/or animal related allergies, etc. 

4-H Happenings

4-H Family Guided Nature Walk

Sept 26 

Join us for a 2-3 mile, easy guided family 
educational walk, led by 4-H Volunteer Club 
Leader for the Trailblazers 4-H Shooting Sports 
Club. 
9:30am - 12:00 pm
Fahnestock State Park
Ages 5&Up; all youth must be accompanied by 
a a parent or guardian. 
$10 per family (up to 5 people; non-refundable) 
Pre-registration required  
at http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events 

Please: 
 Bring water
 Wear Sturdy Shoes
 Bring Bug Repellent (suggested)
Masks Required

Homeschool Workshop 

for Parents 

Weds., Sept. 9 at 7pm 

Zoom with Denise Fuchs, 4-H Volunteer and Veteran 
Homeschooling Mom, for this virtual informative 
workshop. 

 Not sure what is expected when you homeschool
in New York State?

 Overwhelmed with the prospect of writing
Quarterly Reports & Transcripts (for College
Bound High School Seniors?)

 Worried you just won't be able to provide
everything your child needs academically,
emotionally and socially?

 Looking for opportunities for your child to meet
and socialize with other homeschoolers

Free but donations are greatly appreciated. 

Pre--registration required: 

 putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events 

 Zoom link to the class will be emailed to all 

participants by 3pm on the day of the workshop. 

4-H Comedy Writing Workshop

Sept. 16 - October 26 

In this virtual SPIN (special interest) club hosted by 
Michigan 4-H, youth will learn to write and perform 
stand-up comedy in this six-week series with a 
professional stand-up comedian. The 4-H Comedy 
Writing Workshop will teach you how to build a joke 
from concept through punchline, understand the 
principles of the comedy business, and how to reach 
your audience as a performer.  
Zoom Webinar 
Pre-registration required  

For information, contact Geep Charlebois at 
charleb7@msu.edu, or Angela Cook at 
jense123@msu.edu.  

COST: FREE 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/4H_Dog_Care_Fall_2020_237
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events/2020/09/09/homeschool-workshop-for-parents
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events/2020/09/09/homeschool-workshop-for-parents
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=417793A1B3F95B9C48A48C5F77985E65C8139C04FA297E5DB41AF7AFEBB984B3C:/Users/kmr8/Documents/160849-dwnld%20(1)
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/gregory-charlebois
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/angela-jensen-cook
mailto:jense123@msu.edu
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Support 4-H and show the Putnam Community the Power 
of YOUth!  Here is how you can help: 

1. 4-H Displays.  Set up a display in a store window, on a
table, school, library, in front of your home, or
anywhere else the general public can view it.  (Be sure
to get permission first.)  A display can be about 4-H in
general or about your 4-H club, a club’s or an individual
member’s 4-H community service project or other 4-H
project work.(Remember it must say 4-H and/or have
the clover leaf prominently exhibited.  Don’t forget to
include Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam
County.)

2. 4-H Posters, Banners, or Bulletin Boards.  These items
also can be set up in schools, restaurants, banks,
libraries, store windows, etc., and can be on the same
topics as a 4-H Display.  It may contain photographs,
with captions.

3. Contact the editor of the local papers. This is an
opportunity to let the community know that 4-H exists
in Putnam, what 4-H is about, and how much 4-H
means to you.

4. Email your County and State Representatives.  It is
important to let elected County and State
representatives know your appreciation for the
government funding 4-H receives and how your club
has made a difference in the community.

5. Wear your 4-H shirt, hat or pin..

6. Display the 4-H clover at your home.

7. Come to Youth Achievement Day and show your
support to all of the youth who have actively
committed their Head, Heart, Hands and Health to the
Putnam community.

8. Let us know what you do so that we can thank you for
your hard work and support!

 Call or email Dena @dla25@cornell.edu or call
845-278-6738 x215 by September 25th

National 4-H Week 
October 4 -10, 2020 

We don’t underestimate the 
impact this pandemic is having 

on mental health. Mental 
Health resources are available 

to any New Yorker: 
New Yorkers can call the 

State’s Hotline 
1-844-863-9314

to get free emotional support, 
consultations and referrals 

to a provider. 
—or— 

Find free mediation and 
mindfulness resources at 

headspace.com/ny. 

Mental Health 

Resources 

for New Yorkers 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-6036878 

This link will take you directly to Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Putnam County’s smile.amazon.com so you 
won’t have to search for your charity among almost a 
million other organizations. Use this link in all your 
AmazonSmile marketing promotions. It’s the easiest 

CCE Putnam County has an 

Amazon Smile unique 

charity link. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-6036878
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-6036878
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For many families, back to school 
planning will look different this 
year than it has in previous years. 
Your school will have new policies 
in place to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. You may also be starting 
the school year with virtual 

learning components. Whatever the situation, these 
checklists are intended to help parents, guardians, 
and caregivers, plan and prepare for the upcoming 
school year. 
Some of the changes in schools’ classroom 
attendance or structure may include: 

 Cohorts: Dividing students and teachers into
distinct groups that stay together throughout an
entire school day during in-person classroom
instruction. Schools may allow minimal or no
interaction between cohorts (also sometimes
referred to as pods).

 Hybrid: A mix of virtual learning and in-class
learning. Hybrid options can apply a cohort
approach to the in-class education provided.

 Virtual/at-home only: Students and teachers

engage in virtual-only classes, activities, and

events.

Still trying to decide between in-person & virtual 
learning?  Check out the CDC’s Decision Tool found in 
the link below to help you think through school re-
entry and the choices your child’s school is offering: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html 

Planning for in-person classes 
Going back to school this fall will require schools and 
families to work together even more than before. 
Schools will be making changes to their policies and 
operations with several goals: supporting learning; 
providing important services, such as school meals, 
extended daycare, extracurricular activities, and 

Back to School  

Planning: Checklists to Guide Parents, Guardians, & Caregivers 

social services; and limiting the transmission of SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. Teachers and 
staff can teach and encourage preventive behaviors 
at school. Likewise, it will be important for families to 
emphasize and model healthy behaviors at home and 
to talk to your children about changes to expect this 
school year. Even if your child will attend school in-
person, it is important to prepare for the possibility 
of virtual learning if school closes or if your child 
becomes exposed to COVID-19 and needs to stay 
home. 
CDC has created a checklist to help with back to 
school planning for school year (SY) 2020-2021. If 
your school uses a hybrid model, you may want to 
review both the in-person and virtual/at-home 
learning checklists. 
CDC Checklist for Planning In-Person Classes: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-
Person-Classes.pdf 

CDC Checklist for Planning At-Home or Virtual 
Learning: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-Virtual
-or-At-Home-Learning.pdf

Additional Resources to navigate stress and 
uncertainty 
Below are governmental and non-governmental 
resources that can help parents, guardians, and 
caregivers navigate stress and uncertainty and to 
build resilience for you and your children heading 
into the school year. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html 
 CDC Stress and Coping During the COVID-19

Pandemic
 CDC Parent Portal
 CDC Children’s Mental Health
 Bullying Prevention Resources
 external icon
 Children and Youth with Special Healthcare

Needs in Emergencies

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-Person-Classes.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-Person-Classes.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-In-Person-Classes.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-Virtual-or-At-Home-Learning.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-Virtual-or-At-Home-Learning.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Back-to-School-Planning-for-Virtual-or-At-Home-Learning.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html
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Try these helpful ideas. 

1. Create a place for your child to learn this is a place
that set up that’s quiet, clutter free and allows them to
be able to sit and think and is used just for schoolwork.
Ideally it would be a desk maybe in the kitchen or in
their room that they can sit at and they know it’s just
for learning. In my home we use the kitchen table for
when she needs help and we use the desk in her room
for when she can work on her own without my help.

2. Structure is key and the students also need
brakes. Design a schedule with students that are over
older - six through 12 grade - have them sit down and
help you design the schedule and have a vision board
which has all their assignments for the day posted on it
so that they can cross off what they’re done and also let
you know what needs to be reviewed for their help.  I
find for younger kids a schedule works well too but a
visual schedule pictures of math pictures of break or
taking a Clock and coloring in sections on the clock so
they know what time is what to do at work.

3. Make sure you schedule fun time in your child’s
schedule. It needs to be unsupervised play time, but
they don’t have to do some thing that you say whether
it be outside playing with their basketball or on their
play set that you’re supervising them but they can play
creatively the way they want. Creativity and exercise is
very important kindergarten through eighth grade the
kids need to get up and move around and it helps them
think and process. Some special needs kids actually do
better with more frequent breaks in between learning
activities.

4. At home there can be more distractions than at
school so it’s really important while kids are learning to
make sure the environment that they’re in doesn’t have
toys , pets, phone, cell phone, etc. Make a list of things
that distract your child and then limit them during the
time that they are working on their schoolwork. Try not
to have kids do their homework and schoolwork where
they do games and social media it’ll be a big distraction.
After your child has downloaded from the Wi-Fi the
assignment especially if it’s a print out it sometimes
helps to turn off the Wi-Fi or turn off the cellular service
so that the kids have no distraction and can just focus
on the work as long as they don’t need the
Internet.  This was especially true with my daughter and
math.  

So you have 2 weeks to get your kids ready for remote 

instruction... 

5. I mentioned previously a vision board a Calendar also
works well that’s daily that you can write down the
assignments daily and colorcode it this way the kids can
break tasks down into steps and they can also organize
what they have to do and also make do dates very
visible and if you use different colored markers you can
highlight when things are doing make them mean
different things which will help your kids understand.
Each child should have their own board.

6. If your child isn’t a child that likes to go outside or on
bad weather days there’s a website called GoNoodle
that’s free and it’s wonderful because it gets your kids
moving. Young kids need to move so this actually helps
them if they move they tend to have less problems with
problem-solving memory and attention because they
get the energy out.

7. Structure with learning is very important make sure
that this is started day one of school and that the
students understand that in this workspace these are
the things they’re supposed to do.  If the structure
starts off they’ll usually keep it up and it makes it easier
for learning because they know what’s expected and
they know they have a place in support where to do it.

8. Keep in constant contact with your child’s teacher if
you’re not getting feedback ask for feedback. Don’t wait
a week don’t let it get out of hand make sure your child
is getting grades and that they understand what the
grades are based on and why they’re getting the grades
they do. If they’re just getting a simple 80 you need to
understand what they need to do to improve the 80 to
an 85 they need some corrected feedback or what we
call growth providing feedback; students can’t grow if
they don’t know how to improve￼.

9. Just as in a classroom students need to be taught
appropriate behaviors when viewing a webinar or an
online class.  Parents may have to refocus and re-direct
students attention to the Learning just like in the
classroom the teacher would have to.  Once they
understand the routine and what is expected they can
do on their own. Most routines take about two weeks
to learn and start following.

Source: Written by Karen Brooks, PhD, Director of 
Assessment & Data Analysis for Highland  CSD 
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1 

6 

7-18

12 

15 

17 

October 

New 4-H Year starts 

National 4-H Week begins 

4-H Paper Clover Fundraiser
with Tractor Supply in Patterson

Office closed for Columbus Day 

4-H Enrollment/Re-enrollment due 

Open House on Tilly Foster Farm 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 

TBA CCE Volunteer Dinner Recognition 

September 

7 Office Closed for Labor Day 

9 Homeschool Workshop for Parents 

16 4-H Dog Care & Obedience program
begins

26 4-H Family Hike

Terravest Corporate Park 

1 Geneva Road 

Brewster, NY  10509 

4-H runs on the power of volunteers. Learn more
about how you can make a positive impact in the
lives of kids in our community: email Dena
dla25@cornell.edu for more information
#InspireKidstoDo 

Stay Connected 

@CCEPUTNAM 

mailto:dla25@cornell.edu
mailto:dla25@cornell.edu
https://twitter.com/CCEPUTNAM
https://www.facebook.com/CCEPutnam
https://twitter.com/CCEPUTNAM
https://www.instagram.com/cceputnam/



