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Issue #159, September 2020 
 

 
     HOORAY FOR THE DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR (VIRTUALLY)! 

By Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Resource Educator  
 

The September issue of this newsletter traditionally reports on our activities at the DC Fair. This 
year the Master Gardener Volunteers decided to present a virtual horticultural experience 
instead. Photos of vegetables and flowers have been submitted for “judging” or just sharing. 
Next month we will report on popular ”Ask the Master Gardener” questions received at our office 
this summer rather than those we would have answered at the fair. We trust you will enjoy this 
virtual review of the fair and hope to see you in person next year.  
 

Department 505 – Horticulture 
Have you enjoyed looking at floral exhibits in the Horticultural Building? Built in 1995 this 
building is one of the most visited, especially in the heat of the day. The floral displays from 
home gardeners in the upper level are just as amazing the professional 
exhibits from landscapers and florists in the lower level.  
 
Have you wondered how the exhibits were judged, why some earned 
ribbons and others did not? Have you ever entered the competition? 
Perhaps your parents or grandparents did! The Dutchess County Fair 
Exhibitor Handbook describes in detail everything you need to know:  
general rules and regulations, specific classes of competition, entry 
fees and awards for each class, how to enter and when. Copies from 
previous years which includes detailed rules for the Vegetable 
competition can still be found online click here.   
 
Each year a theme is announced. Professional landscapers create a 
garden setting based on the theme within the boundaries of a specific 
floor plan. Trees, shrubs, flowers, potted plants, stone, wood, 
masonry, and water may be used. Containers may be incorporated. All plant material must be 
labeled with common name, genus and species. Two thirds of the exhibit space must contain 
ornamental plant materials. In addition, a separate key with a landscape design plan in the 
foreground is required.  

MGV Cathy Poluzzi’s 
father with a ribbon for his 
first entry many years ago 
of a Wildflower Bouquet.  

https://dutchessfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2014-exhibitor-handbook.pdf
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You may not have been in the Horticultural Building before the 
fair, when it is empty. If you have, you realize how much work 
goes into creating the displays. Trucks with soil, mulch and 
plants arrive over the weekend with tractors and tools and staff 
to assemble the exhibits. An empty, echoing building is 
transformed into a lush, cool, beautiful retreat, often with 
running water. Floral arrangements are carefully positioned on 
pedestals around the perimeter.  A few year ago displays from 
students 15 years or older who are pursuing an interest in 
horticulture or landscape were added too. Their participation 
helps connect students with local landscapers throughout the 
Hudson Valley who donate materials, provide a mentorship 
and judge the competition.  
 

Commercial landscapers’ and florists’ 
displays must be in place by 10am 
Monday morning for their initial judging 
by green industry professionals. Blue 
ribbons are awarded for Best 
Landscape Construction (hardscape 
materials), Best Plant Quality, Best 
Theme Interpretation, Most Original, 
Best Design Principles Employed, and 
Best of Show. During the Fair, visitors 
to the exhibits can place their votes 
which determine a daily People‘s 
Choice award.  
 
The upper level of the Horticultural Building is devoted to floral displays from home gardeners, 
both adults and juniors 16 and under. The first show on Tuesday is replaced with a new show 
on Thursday with a final new show on Saturday. Entries are accepted Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday starting at 7:00 am, which are then judged by horticulturalists starting at 8:30. The 
displays are opened to the public when judging is complete mid-morning.  

 
 
Master Gardener Volunteer Marge Arnold has received many 
ribbons in the past few years.  She advises “The most important 
factor in determining winners at any fair is adherence to the rules of 
any of the categories. You must try to find that perfect flower in 
your garden that follows all the requirements spelled out in the fair 
handbook. Any missteps are cause for disqualification.” 
 
This entry was for the theme category (Dutchess County 
Landmarks) that year. Entries are judged according to 
adherence to the theme, cultural perfection of flowers, and visual 
appeal. Flowers should be damage free, symmetrical, and in 
proportion to each other. Creativity is given extra points. 

 

Photo by Marge Arnold 
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This entry was for Class 14 “Any unscheduled annual, 3 sprays, 
spikes or blooms, stem length not to exceed 8" (including bloom) in 
height. The flower must be in proportion to stem length” All three 
flowers should be exactly the same in color, size, and shape and 
culturally perfect. It is Gomphrena ‘Strawberry Fields’. 
 
Dahlias are separated into size and forms within that size at the 
Dutchess County Fair. This is a Kelvin Floodlight in the 8-10 inch 
category. Dahlias are shown with one flower on a stem with foliage 
optional and disbudded. Some fairs require 
foliage and all usually require you to take off 
any extra buds. Size of bloom is important. 
Each cannot exceed the specification in the 
judging rules or it gets disqualified. Exhibitors 
usually measure them carefully to make sure  
they meet the rules. Cleanliness is also a 

factor. You are marked down for dirty blooms, or blooms that show 
marks caused by the weather or insects. Blooms for exhibition of ball, 
decorative, cactus and semi cactus dahlias should be symmetrical with 
a circular outline. They should have a closed center which is in 
proportion to the flower and sufficient florets to prevent gaps in the 
bloom. At most fairs, the head of the bloom should be at an angle 45 
degrees to the stems. 
 
This Lisianthus ‘Pink Picote’ grown by MGV Terri Carriker-Thayer was entered as a single stem. 
It won a First Place ribbon and Best in Show. She also shared a few photos of flowers she 
would have entered this year – a Lisianthus arrangement and a single Dahlia ‘Diva’ stem. 

       
    
 

There are many classes of exhibits, for which you must pre-enter. Some are of a single genus 
and species, with three identical flowers. Some collections are of five varieties. Arrangement 
opportunities include in a birdhouse, in a one-pound coffee can or in a mailbox. There are many 
classes of exhibits devoted to Dahlias and Gladiola with specifications for colors and size.  All 
the details are in the Horticulture Handbook published each year.   

Photo by Marge Arnold 

Photo by Marge Arnold 

Photos by Terri Carriker-Thayer 

https://dutchessfair.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-DCAg-Horticulture-handbook-sm.pdf
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Master Gardener Volunteer Susan Kavy has received several blue ribbons for her entries. For 
classes which specify 3 stems of one variety, she advises “….it takes three PERFECTLY 
matched flowers of a kind. And I mean PERFECTLY matched. No pin holes, no torn petals or 
leaves, everything symmetrical . . . an almost impossible feat.” 
 

            
 
 

If you have enjoyed viewing the floral entries, consider entering some of your own next year!  

 
Department 606 - Vegetables 

 
Vegetable entries are submitted on Sunday before the start of the Fair week and stay on display 
all week. They all must be grown by the exhibitor in Dutchess County. Similar to the horticulture 
entries, there are many classes of vegetables for single specimens and collections, including 
classes for herbs, greens and melons. MGV Mary Nisley provided several “Blue Ribbon’ 
deserving photos from her garden.  
 

     

Photos by Susan Kavy 

Tomato ‘Blue Beech’, ‘Jasper’, ‘Valencia’, ‘Citrine’, Bean ‘Rattlesnake’, ‘Monte Cristo’ , Beet ‘’Early Wonder’. Carrot ‘YaYa’, Swiss Chard 
‘Bright Lights’. Photos by MGV Mary Nisley  
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Although CCEDC could not open its spring plant sale to the public, a few vegetables were 
grown from seed for the Master Gardener Volunteers, including the cherry tomato ‘Sun Gold’ 
which is a favorite of many MGVs. We also grew ‘Citrine’ developed by Johnny's with North 
Carolina State University and described as an alternative to ‘Sun Gold” but with more resistance 

to splitting and cracking. In several gardens grown side by side, ‘Citrine’ is 
a big larger, just as delicious and did not split when ‘Sun Gold’ did.  

 
In this photo from MGV Heather Brenner the smallest tomatoes are ‘Sun 
Gold’, the medium ones are ‘Citrine’ and the largest dark ones are ‘Black 
Cherry’. She found the Citrine plants are much more robust than the Sun 
Gold as well and are much more similar to the Black Cherry plant.  
 

It’s been a good year for growing vegetables 
although some plants suffered from the heat. 
Tomato and pepper plants can fail to set fruit 
when temperatures are too high. Cucurbits like 
zucchini in hot weather may produce only male 
flowers. Read more from University of Maryland 
and Rutgers University.  
 
MGV Laura Lynch didn’t have that problem. She 
provided this photo of a day’s harvest from her 
garden.  
 

 
 
MGV Barb Kull also chimed in from her garden with this fun 
photo.  
 
When you grow your plants for competition everyone can enjoy 
their appearance. When you grow them for yourself or to share 
with others everything about them can be enjoyed.    
 
   

Cucumber Manny Hybrid, Corn ‘Incredible’, Zuchinni ‘Striata D’Italia, Lettuce ‘Muir’ and Cucumber ‘Manny’ Hybrid. Photos by MGV Mary Nisley  

https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/poor-blossom-and-fruit-set-vegetables
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/home-lawn-garden/faq.php?c=5&s=70&q=98:
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Through the Hedgerow: 
Up, Up, and Away: A Barn Swallow Summer 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Is it that time of year already? As I glance up at the 
telephone wires - now filled with gathering barn 
swallows – it hits me: my beloved birds are preparing to 
leave. This feels like watching a cherished friend move 
away and suddenly realizing just how much you will 
miss them.  Barn swallows bring such energy and joy to 
this farm in summer, and leave such a void when they 
go.  
 
As sad as their departure is, nothing can match the 
happy excitement they bring to the farm when they 
return in the spring.  Although some years it seems like 

they will never get here, it is always such a thrill when 
they do. Unlike Jackson Browne’s roadies, who are 
“the first to come and the last to leave”, barn swallows 
seem to operate in reverse. Arriving fashionably late 
to the northeast in mid-May, they waste no time and 
begin pairing up and house-building immediately.   
 
Their intricate mud nests may require over 1,000 trips 
to complete, and for such a small bird they are 
engineering marvels.  Both the male and female will 
gather mud mixed with grass stems to form pellets, 

which are then used to create a “shelf” that they build upon to form a cupped nest.  Barn 
swallows prefer to build their nests in farm structures, (hence their name) forming either whole 
or half cups that rest on support beam or attach to walls. Pairs frequently will re-use old nests by 
cleaning out the top material and renovating the interiors with fresh grass and feathers.    
 
Barn swallows are very specific in their choice of nesting areas.  My family’s farm seems to hit 
upon all cylinders by having two 19th century barns close to large open fields with several water 
sources. Being opportunists, barn swallows have greatly increased their numbers by setting up 
shop in man-made structures, and our vintage barns must have been colonized by these birds 
for centuries. They are always welcome visitors here, especially for our grazing cattle who are 
tortured by flies in the summer.  Since houseflies and horseflies are two of their favorite foods, 
barn swallows make a large dent in these populations - much to the relief of our cows. 
 
Considering how short a time they are here these industrious parents are usually able to raise 
two broods in one summer.  The females will lay between 3-7 white speckled eggs, and the 
young will be fed by both parents as well as older siblings from the first hatch.  They tend to nest 
close together (as they do in our barns) and if threatened, the colony will collectively mob 
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intruders.  It is amusing to watch these small brave birds gang up on a hawk or crow that dares 
to encroach on their territory. 
 
Most of their lives are spent in flight.  Barn swallows eat and drink on the fly, and will even touch 

down on a water source for a quick rinse on the fly.  
Remarkably, they have also been known to mate and 
feed their young while on the wing – making them one 
of the most active birds around. 
 
But for those of us who love them it is their exuberance 
in flight that sets them apart from other birds. To watch 
them as they pull their wingtips back while crisscrossing 
through the air is to vicariously experience joy in its 
purest form.  They are also boisterous and animated 
song birds, and their enthusiastic twittering and chirping 
never fail to make me smile.  Research has shown that 
nestlings are able to recognize their parent’s voices, 

and family groups all migrate south together. Perhaps that is why they chatter so much – it’s not 
easy to get youngsters to listen! 
 
Most of the nests in our barn in mid-August have been 
vacated by now, although I still see a “late bloomer” 
peeking out here and there.  Fledglings will return to their 
nests at night for a week or two, and in the mornings when 
I open the barn doors I am blasted by flocks of them 
hurtling outside and into the fields. These babies need 
their exercise: barn swallows migrate to Central and South 
America for the winter, and some have even been 
recorded in Argentina – 5200 miles away! 
 
Yes, it is always sad to see them go, but how blessed we have been to have them raise their 
babies here on our farm.  Sunrise… sunset… how quickly pass the days.  Safe travels, dear 
feathered friends, until we meet again. 

 
URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY  

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES THROUGH TREE STEWARDSHIP 

CCEDC is hosting an in-depth training program and outreach education 
for the Hudson Valley that will provide the green industry, municipalities, 
utility arborists and community volunteers with the necessary tools to 
maintain the health of trees in their communities and mitigate potential 
storm damage and loss of tree health due to invasive species. This 
comprehensive 35-hour training program will cover all aspects of tree 

care and pest management. Course Instructors include Specialists from the Tree Care Industry, 
the USDA Forest Service, Cornell Cooperative Extension Faculty and Specialists, NYSDEC and 
UMass Faculty. Classes are scheduled from 8:30-3:30 September 10, 17 and October 1, 8, 9, 
and 15. They will be delivered via Zoom. Click here for more information. Register by contacting 
Stephanie Radin at sradin@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu  

http://ccedutchess.org/commercial-horticulture/urban-and-community-forestry-engaging-communities-through-tree-stewardship
mailto:sradin@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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Registration fee is $100 by September 4, or $150 starting September 5.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, September 15, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, via Zoom, “Hydrangeas” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information, visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Tuesday, September 15, 6:30 pm, Pleasant Valley Library, via Zoom, “Contain Your 
Enthusiasm” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Denise Grogan. For more information, 
visit https://PleasantValleyLibrary.org/ 

Tuesday October 6, 7:00 pm, Pawling Free Library, via Zoom, “Four Seasons of Growing” 
by MGV Philomena Kiernan. For more information, visit PawlingFreeLibrary.org 

 

Update from the Master Gardeners Speakers’ Bureau 

GARDENING SPEAKERS NOW AVAILABLE ON ZOOM! 
By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
This year garden clubs, libraries and symposiums have cancelled reservations for garden talks 
as the COVID-19 pandemic shut down opportunities for groups to gather.  
 
But several Dutchess County Master Gardeners who present for the Speakers’ Bureau have 
developed experience delivering talks via Zoom, and now, many in the community have begun 
requesting online presentations.     
  
So we have put together a new listing of several dozen topics that can be presented by a dozen 
of our Master Gardener speakers on Zoom.  Included are how-to talks on deer deterrence, 
dividing perennials, and plant propagation… inspirational topics like pollinator gardening, 

container gardening and shade gardening … even talks for the 
upcoming close of the growing season, like seed saving and 
putting the garden to bed in the fall. 
  
Your group will coordinate your attendees’ registrations, but 
CCEDC will set up and host the presentation on Cornell’s 
commercial Zoom license. A second Master Gardener will co-
host and facilitate Q&A so the speaker can focus on the 
presentation rather than 

logistics. Handouts will be emailed to registrants before and/or 
after the meeting, and the presentation can be recorded and a 
link provided for group members who were not able to attend 
the original session. 
   
Fees will not change - $75 for one presentation, or $200 for 
any three presentations, to support the Extension’s community 
educational programs. For a full list of Zoom presentations, call Joyce Tomaselli at (845) 677-
8223 x134 or email jdt225@cornell.edu.  

http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
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Pictured: A small sample of about 40 presentations now available on Zoom from the Dutchess County Master 
Gardeners Speakers’ Bureau 
 

SCOUT FOR NEW INVASIVES, CITIZEN-SCIENCE TRAINING 
 

CCEDC with the Lower Hudson PRISM is 
leading a project to help survey the Hudson 
Valley Region for key new invasives: 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF), which may be 
moving into our area; Tree of heaven, SLF’s 
favorite host; Beech Leaf Disease (BLD) 
which was found in our region in 2019; and 
Jumping Worms which have been here for 
years but are underreported.   
 
Workshops are training volunteers to scout 
for, identify and report the presence and 
absence of these invasives using NYS DEC’s iMapInvasives mobile application. Education 
includes identification, biology, potential damage, methods of spread, scouting approaches, 
monitoring and management. Workshops are free.  
 
Volunteers can be any person, group or organization who enjoy the outdoors.  Contact 
jdt225@cornell.edu for more information.  

 
WEBSITES TO VISIT 

NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Information  
Spotted Lanternfly Checklist to Prevent Spread  
PSU Ailanthus altissima, Tree of Heaven Removal  
Is This a Murder Hornet? (NO!) 
Cicada Killer Wasp  
Catch the Buzz – What Kind of Bee is That?  
Exotic Bee ID Web Based Tool 
Insect Identification for New York 
Growing Ramps in a Home Garden  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19, the need to work remotely and to keep everyone healthy, we are not 
accepting soil samples or diagnostic samples to be brought to the office.  Soil samples can be 
sent directly to the lab. For information on how to do that, please email or call Joyce Tomaselli  
at jdt225@cornell.edu or 845-677-8223 x134. 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon but during travel restrictions it may not be staffed. Messages can be left for Joyce 
Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext 134. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/tree-of-heaven
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2020/08/04/cicadas-and-cicada-killers-subtitled-is-this-a-murder-hornet/
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs040/
https://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz-what-kind-of-bee-is-that/
http://idtools.org/id/bees/exotic/
https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.asp?thisState=New%20York
https://extension.unh.edu/blog/it-possible-grow-ramps-garden
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. 
Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is 
included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.    

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
These white flowers have nothing to do with 
the leaves they are blooming amongst. They 
are Ramps (Allium tricoccum) hiding under 
Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia).  

This annual native vine is usually low-growing 
and blooms occasionally when it twines up 
taller plants. The fruit is edible. Do you know 
what it is?   

 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

  

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/
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 Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 


