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COVID 19 HAS DRIVEN US INTO OUR GARDENS. 
NOW WHAT? 

 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
We’ve sheltered in place and socially distanced, many of us with an unusual amount of free 
time. It’s no surprise we’ve been drawn outdoors, and our home landscapes are benefiting from 
the attention. Busy garden centers with cleared-off shelves offer proof that you aren’t alone. 
 
I’d like to offer three ways to focus your garden rejuvenation efforts, and therefore make the 
best use of your time and financial resources. 
 
1.  Use this opportunity to wipe out the invasives and garden thugs that have plagued 
you for years.  
  
We all put off this noxious garden task until the bullies start taking down our favorite plants. Now 
is the time to take back your territory. 
 
The first step is to admit that you can’t have a small, well-behaved clump of yellow loosestrife, 
or just enough mint for your mojitos and fruit salads. Steel yourself. They’ve got to go.  
 

 Dig out the underground-runners of lily-of-the-valley, gooseneck loosestrife or runaway 
pachysandra by shoveling down 6-8".  You’ll need a bigger debris container or tarp than 
you thought, because you want to get out all the runners, and they’ll come out by the 
armful. 
 

 Even the toughest, most muscular thugs like Japanese Knotweed need photosynthesis 
to live, and with persistence, you can do them in by denying them this life force. If you 
have a large area, use a string-trimmer to repeatedly cut them to the ground, never 
letting them exceed 6”. Start early -- in spring you may have to get out there multiple 
times a week -- and repeat through fall.  It may take a couple years, but they will give up. 
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 Don't fool around with poison ivy. There is a time for chemical warfare and this is it. 
Poison ivy sensitivity presents a challenge to your immune system, which we need badly 
right now. Woody vines like poison ivy, and also the terrible Tree of Heaven, most likely 
will need a systemic herbicide to really eradicate it. Late summer through early fall is an 
ideal time for this job, because now is when woodies are most actively transporting 
nutrients to their roots. Be sure to read and follow label directions, or hire a professional. 

By the way, if you can’t help yourself and need a small bed of lily of the valley or liriope, control 
your rogues by giving them a place to themselves, around sturdy trees or deeply-rooted shrubs, 
where they have natural boundaries. Plant mint in a 12” pot that can overwinter outdoors.  
 
2.  Focus on planting Pollinator Favorites.  
 
When you're changing up your gardens, add plants that 
attract pollinators.  It's so important on a conservation 
level - our national food supply depends on it - but also 
adds a dose of delight. If you're spending more time in 
your yard, why not enjoy bee, butterfly and hummingbird 
visitors?  
  
There are so many choices, you could go crazy. But 
diversity is actually a plus with pollinators, who have 
different feeding apparatus and tastes. Hummingbirds 
love tubular flowers like those on Weigela, but butterflies 
prefer flat flower heads where they can rest their large 
wingspan while they sup.  
 
For more inspiration, Master Gardeners recommend 
books from the Xerces Society, like “Gardening for 
Butterflies: How You Can Attract and Protect Beautiful, 
Beneficial Insects”. 
 
3.  Shift the balance to Native Choices. 
 
As you're taking stock of your landscape, consider adding more native species. They provide 
critical supports to native wildlife. And because they are better suited to our environment, they 
should settle into your yard with far fewer “inputs” (watering, fertilizing, herbicides, etc.).  
 
I'd never suggest you pull out your favorite shrubs like Weigelas, Spireas, and Lilacs. But there 
are so many beautiful native alternatives to your shrubs that have worn out their welcome. For 
example, Hydrangea quercifolia, the oak leaf hydrangea, is one of only two native hydrangea 
species, and provides more stunning color than burning bushes and Japanese barberries -- 
which are actually on northeastern DEC invasives lists and should be pulled.  
 
If you can spend a little time in a chair, read Doug Tallamy’s acclaimed book “Bringing Nature 
Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants”.  He emphasizes the critical role of 
home gardeners, and recommends we aim to shift the balance of the plantings in our yards to 
70% native. and 30% non-native plants. Sounds reasonable to me.  
 

Hydrangea quercifolia is a U. S. 
Native that delivers four-season 
color… and pollinators!  Photo of H. 
quercifolia ‘Ruby Slippers’ in October 
by Chris Ferrero 
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GARDENING IN CONTAINERS   
 

The CCEDC Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale was not held this year. But the greenhouse 
was full of perennials potted in February and a large order of annuals arrived March 25.  They 
were safely potted up and sold to the Master Gardener Volunteers who now are enjoying them 
immensely. Please enjoy this selection of photos they submitted.   

              

        

 

Portulaca grandiflora 'Mojave® 
Tangerine' 
from MGV Rosemary Daniels 

Lagurus ovatus 'Bunny Tails', Calendula 
hybrid Lady Godiva® Orange, Salvia 
elegans  Proven Accents® Rockin'® 

'Golden Delicious', Joyce Tomaselli 

Pennisetum setaceum 
'Rubrum', Dichondra argentea 
Proven Accents® Silver Falls™  
from MGV Deb Smith 

Pennisetum setaceum  'Rubrum' 
Graceful Grasses® Purple Fountain 
Grass,  Lantana camara Samantha, 
Capsicum annuum ‘Black Pearl’ 
from MGV Beth Doyle 

Celosia argentea plumosa 'China 
Town', Argyranthemum frutescens 
Vanilla Butterfly®, Ipomoea batatas 
Proven Accents® Sweet Caroline 
Sweetheart Jet Black™, Coleus, 
Purple Fountain Grass from MGV 
Rosemary Daniels 
 

Salvia elegans Proven Accents® 
Rockin'® 'Golden Delicious, 
Tradescantia pallida 'Purpurea', 
Ipomoea batatas Proven Accents® 
Sweet Caroline Bewitched Green 
with Envy™, Rudbeckia hirta 'Prairie 
Sun' from MGV Beth Doylefrom 
MGV Beth Doyle 
 



August 2020 Page 4 
 
 
 

  
 
 

      

 

 

Assorted Plectranthus scutellarioides, Coleus, from MGV Susan Kavy 

Cuphea hybrid 'Vermillionaire®', Pennisetum 
setaceum, Calibrachoa hybrid Superbells® 
Double Chiffon, 'Rubrum' Graceful Grasses® 
Purple Fountain Grass, Canna x generalis 
Toucan® Coral from MGV Heather Brenner 

Mentha spicata, Curly Mint, Salvia officinalis 'Purpurascens', 
Purple Sage, Thymus x citriodorus ‘Aureus”, Lemon Variegated 
Thyme, Origanum majorana, Sweet Marjoram, Rosmarinus 
officinalis ‘Upright, Rosemary  from MGV Jeanette Tully-Baker 
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GALLS ON TREES AND SHRUBS 
 

Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
 

This time of year the leaves on trees and shrubs are starting to look a little beat up. It’s ok. It’s 
August. They are still doing their job just fine. They just are not as pristine as when they first 
grew in May. Some have holes from caterpillars. Some have spots from fungal activity. Some 
are a bit tattered from wind and storms.  And if you look closely, some have interesting lumps, 

bumps and protrusions called galls. Galls are usually not harmful to 
mature plants unless they are numerous, although they might stress 
those which are newly planted.   

Galls normally form in late Spring during the accelerated growth of new 
leaves, stems and roots.  They result from an irritation caused by 
bacteria, fungi, or insects. The plant reacts with an abnormal 
development or outgrowth of plant tissue.  Mature plant tissue is usually 
not affected although old galls may remain even after the insects die.   

There is a lot about galls which is not well understood. But they are fun 
to look at and identify.   
  

Insects (aphids, mites, wasps and flies) cause the majority of plant galls by laying eggs on 
leaves or even just chewing on them Their saliva or other secretions cause the plants to 
increase their production of plant growth hormones at that spot.  This in turn causes more cells 
or larger cells to grow. These abnormal cell growths are the galls. The gall keeps growing as the 
insect feeds and grows inside it. The young insect receives both shelter and a food source, and 
when it gets big enough - usually when it becomes an adult - the insect makes its way out, 
leaving the gall behind.   

When galls are on twigs, they can cause more damage and might warrant pruning, but when 
they are on leaves they can be left alone or hand-picked and discarded.  

Making a correct tree or shrub identification is the critical first step in 
correctly diagnosing a problem. Insect galls are often so host-specific, 
they can be easy to identify. Also their names usually reflect their visual 

characteristics. For example, there are 
maple bladder galls, maple spindle galls, 
horned oak galls, warty oak galls, 
hedgehog galls and oak apple galls - all 
caused by wasps. Conifers can suffer 
from galls too. An Eastern spruce gall 
adelgid, a tiny insect similar to an aphid, 
causes cone-like galls on tree shoots 
which can lead to gradual tree decline.  

The cause of some galls is uncertain. Forsythia galls, which eventually harm twigs, may be 
caused by the bacterium that causes Crown Gall (Agrobacterium tumefaciens) or by a species 
of the fungus Phomopsis.  

Oak apple gall  Linden spindle gall  

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1019
https://matthewwills.com/2012/08/28/hedgehog-gall/
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/344
https://extension.unh.edu/resource/spruce-gall-adelgids-fact-sheet
https://extension.unh.edu/resource/spruce-gall-adelgids-fact-sheet
https://apps.extension.umn.edu/garden/diagnose/plant/deciduous/forsythia/roundwoodygalls.html
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Azalea galls are caused by the fungus Exobasidium vaccinii. 
Knowing the lifecycle of the fungus helps advise when to hand-
pick and destroy the galls to control their spread.    

A few weeks ago, a home gardener sent a sample of a birch leaf 
with a red, soft, felt-like growth on it which turned out to be 
velvet gall, caused by a mite (scroll down to the Monthly Quiz). 
 
By the time you notice galls caused by insects on leaves, the 
insect within it is well protected from chemical sprays. And galls 
on leaves rarely damage a large tree or established shrub. To 
reduce occurrences, rake up and discard gall-infested leaves. 
Galls on twigs may be damaging especially if they are 
numerous. Prune them out when they are small.   

 
 

 
Update from the Master Gardeners Speakers’ Bureau 

 

GARDENING SPEAKERS NOW AVAILABLE ON ZOOM! 
 

By Chris Ferrero, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

From spring to mid-summer, garden clubs and libraries and symposiums have cancelled 
reservations for garden talks as the COVID-19 pandemic shut down opportunities for groups to 
gather.  
 
But several Dutchess County Master Gardeners who present for the Speakers’ Bureau have 
developed experience delivering talks via Zoom, and now, many in the community have begun 
requesting online presentations.     
  

So we have put together a new listing of several dozen topics 
that can be presented by a dozen of our Master Gardener 
speakers on Zoom.  Included are how-to talks on deer 
deterrence, dividing perennials, and plant propagation… 
inspirational topics like pollinator gardening, container 
gardening and shade gardening … even talks for the 
upcoming close of the growing season, like seed saving and 
putting the garden to bed in the fall. 
  

In fact, our Zoom presentations will deliver extra value. 
Your group will coordinate your attendees’ registrations, 
but does not need to pay for a Zoom license – The 
presentation will be hosted on Cornell’s commercial Zoom 
license. In fact, a second Master Gardener will co-host and 
facilitate Q&A so the speaker can focus on the 
presentation rather than logistics. Handouts will be 

Photos courtesy of the author. Azalea gall.  

http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/azaleagall.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/velvet_galls_caused_by_tiny_eriophyid_mites
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emailed to registrants before and/or after the meeting, and 
the presentation can be recorded and a link provided for 
group members who were not able to attend the original 
session. 
   
Fees will not change - $75 for one presentation, or $200 for 
any three presentations, to support the Extension’s 
community educational programs. 
 

For a full list of Zoom presentations, call Joyce Tomaselli at (845) 677-8223 x134 or email 
jdt225@cornell.edu.  
 
Pictured: A small sample of about 40 presentations now available on Zoom from the Dutchess County Master 
Gardeners Speakers’ Bureau 
 
 

SCOUT FOR NEW INVASIVES, CITIZEN-SCIENCE TRAINING 
 

CCEDC with the Lower Hudson PRISM is leading a project to help survey the Hudson Valley 
Region for key new invasives: Spotted lanternfly (SLF), which may be moving into our area; 
Tree of heaven, SLF’s favorite host; Beech Leaf Disease (BLD) which was found in our region in 
2019; and Jumping Worms which have been here for years but are underreported.   
 
Workshops are training volunteers to scout 
for, identify and report the presence and 
absence of these invasives using NYS 
DEC’s iMapInvasives mobile application. 
Education includes identification, biology, 
potential damage, methods of spread, 
scouting approaches, monitoring and 
management. Workshops are free.  
 
Volunteers can be any person, group or 
organization who enjoy the outdoors.  
Contact jdt225@cornell.edu for more 
information.  

 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
Lee Reich: Watering Advice for the Hot Season 
NYS IPM Ticks and the Diseases They Carry - Video Collection  
PSU Ailanthus altissima, Tree of Heaven Removal  
August is USDA Tree Check Month 
Native Pine Sawyer Identification   
NYISRI Knotweed Biocontrol Released in New York State 
Cornell Turfgrass Webinar Series  
Why Some Bumblebees Chew Holes in Leaves   
 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://www.morningagclips.com/soak-or-drip-watering-advice-for-the-hot-season/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoNb8lODb49u4CuLkEU-7mYVlc8qg-vhp
https://extension.psu.edu/tree-of-heaven
https://www.morningagclips.com/usda-declares-august-tree-check-month-2/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/92341.html
http://www.nyisri.org/2020/07/knotweed-biocontrol-released-in-nys/
http://turf.cals.cornell.edu/webinars/
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/pollen-deprived-bumblebees-may-speed-plant-blooming-biting-leaves
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thanks to COVID-19, Frank and Lois Van Zanten, at 138 Wilbur Blvd., Poughkeepsie, 
12603 have had a lot of time to get their garden to look pretty good.  They invite you to visit ... 
dawn to dusk .... any day. There is no need to let them know you're coming ... the gate to the 
backyard will be open.  Of course, wear your mask and observe the two-meter convention.  For 
more information, call the Van Zanten’s at 845-473-1464.  This garden has been in the Garden 
Conservancy Open Days program for 3 consecutive years (2017-2019). 
 
Due to COVID-19, the need to work remotely and to keep everyone healthy, we are not 
accepting soil samples or diagnostic samples to be brought to the office.  Soil samples can be 
sent directly to the lab. For information on how to do that, please email or call Joyce Tomaselli  
at jdt225@cornell.edu or 845-677-8223 x134. 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon but during travel restrictions it may not be staffed. Messages can be left for Joyce 
Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext 134. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. 
Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is 
included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.    

 
SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 

Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
These birch leaves are exhibiting a reaction 
from an eriophyid mite which caused velvet 
galls.  

These white flowers have nothing to do with 
the leaves they are blooming amongst. Do 
you know what the flowers are?  

 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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GARDEN HELP AVAILABLE 

This little “gardener“ has mastered uprooting daisies 
and Siberian iris. Will work for zero dollars. Her 
payment/reward is outrunning the head gardener with 
those uprooted specimens. Contact MGV Linda Bail 
and ask for Gabbi. She is four months old. 

 

 

Below, a giant swallowtail butterfly visiting the MVG 
Demo Gardens today.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  

 
 

 
 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

