
This publication serves to update, inform, and inspire you about all things Chenango County 4-H. Look for yourself in the 
photos, check out upcoming events so you don’t miss anything, and complete the activities in these pages! Enjoy!

July/August 2020 - Issue 8

A big CONGRATULATIONS goes out to our 4-H seniors. We at CCE and the Chenango 
County 4-H staff wish you all the very best in your future endeavors!

Jenea Evans—Jenea is an eleven year Independent 4-H mem-
ber.  She has been active in the 4-H Dairy Showing contests at 
the Chenango County Fair. Jenea says, “The countless hours 
we spent washing cows, cleaning stalls, helping each other 
with clipping animals, playing cards or spoons at each other's 
"spots" in the barns, dancing in the show ring, helping each 
other   prepare for showmanship, etc., will forever be my    fa-
vorite time of summer. I know what I have learned from show-
ing animals has helped to prepare me for the future by un-
derstanding that when you step into that ring with the halter 
in your hand, you need to be prepared for anything.” Jenea is 
graduating from Norwich City School District and will be at-
tending SUNY Cortland to study Exercise Science and Environ-
mental Science.
Jenea is the Leaders Association Scholarship Top Recipient

Elizabeth Peila—Elizabeth is an eight year 4-H member be-
longing to clubs in Lancaster County, Wyoming County and 
now an Independent Member in Chenango County.  She has 
been actively showing in the 4-H Dairy contests at the coun-
ty, state and major dairy shows including: The All-American, 
Eastern States Exposition, North American International live-
stock Expo, and World Dairy Expo. Elizabeth says, “My grand-
pa believed that in order to go to the major shows cows have 
to be able to lead on a shoestring. That taught me that not 
everything is given and most has to be earned.” Elizabeth is 
graduating from Sherburne-Earlville Central School and will 
be attending SUNY Cobleskill to study Agricultural Business 
and plans to transfer to Purdue University. Elizabeth is the 
second place recipient of the Leaders Association Scholarship.

Anna Thomsen Elizabeth PeilaJenea Evans



Standing in the Forefront
Your 4-H Leaders, Volunteers, and Alumni are some of the most important 

people that are continuing to stand in the forefront just waiting to help make 
your 4-H experience a special one. Be sure to send them all a word of THANKS 

for all they do. 
With all of the cancellations we want you to know that the 4-H team continues to 

be a vital part of our community. While we wait anxiously for the time we can meet 
in person we will continue to send creative new ideas coming your way through our 

Facebook page, YouTube, and zoom meetings. 

4-H Spotlights
SPECIAL MESSAGE

In the last 4-H SNAPSHOT I included some personal highlights from 4-H leaders, alumni, and 
4-H members. The response I received was positive so I decided to include some more in this 
edition. I think it is important that all involved with 4-H see and know that 4-H’ers, Leaders, and 
Volunteers are still there with encouragement and support in these times of uncertainty. It will 
help us to send a message that no one is alone in this and that 4-H is still there waiting to help 
everyone get back on their 4-H journey.

HANG IN THERE,4-H IS WAITING FOR YOU!

The most rewarding aspect of 4-H to me is seeing members grow in 
confidence and skill level as they do different aspects of 4-H:  public 
speaking, making projects, raising/showing animals, etc.  It's nice to see 
how they become responsible adults and community members because of 
their involvement in 4-H.  Ideas I would suggest to 4-H members to keep 
active is go through last year's county fair book.  Look for something you 
have never done before.  Focus your interests.  There are so many facets 
of 4-H that a lot of people don't even know about.  Do a little research on 
what is available to do in 4-H, what you need adult supervision for and 
what you can do yourself.  Look beyond what we have right now, go to 
the national 4-H website, contact Chenango County 4-H about how to 
get information that you need, ask a club leader for help and go for it!  

BETTY ROBINSON                                                                  VALLEY BUSTERS   
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You have a lot of time right now that is free from the distractions of sports, musicals and drama productions, and other 
school activities.  Use this time to develop your prepared public speaking project for next year, update your livestock 
records, put your ribbons, certificates, etc. in a 4-H scrap book so you can see how much you have grown, plan a club 
picnic, a swim party, a field trip to Corning Glass Museum or the Wild Center or Rogers Environmental Center for this 
summer if the quarantine ever goes away, invite another club to come join you at your picnic, swim party, filed trip, 
whatever, come up with ideas of what you would like to put on your clubs program of activities for next year.  I would tell 
other volunteers that when I was working, I was like the field trip queen.  Since I figured out how to use the internet, they 
are usually easy to plan.  Other parents have to get involved because they have to help drive.  Members get involved 
because they voted on where to go.  My rule of no phone use in the car pushes social interaction with fellow human 
beings. I guess your rules are up to you.  4-H was a big factor in my growth and development through school.  I can't 
imagine how far behind I would have been without it.  



A LOOK THROUGH YOUR EYES

DEBIE MOON                                                HIDDEN PONDS HORSE LOVERS

I think the most rewarding thing about 4-H is not obvious right away, but later in a 4 H members life; as you see 
them grow up- 4-H defines who you are, and helps mold the character. Seeing young adults that were 4 H members 
turning into great adults is rewarding!! Having goals is very important. Looking forward to creating, competing, 
achieving sometimes is the boost we need. I like being creative, whether it is sewing, cooking, making a flower 
project. Sometimes it is hard to get the ambition if there isn't a competitive reason. Think of making something artsy 
or creative for YOU , instead of for a judge. Stay active, set goals, reach inside-what makes YOU happy and proud of 
yourself? Look to the future- think beyond right now, what can we accomplish next season, next year? I find that the 
whole Stay at home ordeal has had a mental affect on many of us. I am basically an introvert, so staying home isn't a 
big deal to me, but I find I am LESS interested in doing anything now that I used to be. Maybe we need an email ring, 
where we send encouraging words or ideas to each other! I just want to read a book and eat Cadbury Mini  eggs. 
Not a good life plan!!!

4-H'ers were asked to share their thoughts  about 4-H.  

Being a member of 4-H means I get to be a part of something fun.  I like that I 
get to try new things and I get to do my best in everything, and if I don’t get it, 
I try again. No one ever puts me down for not getting it right the first time, they 
always teach me.  There are so many helpful people teaching me along the way.  

ETHAN                                                                                       KREATIVE KIDS       

SOMER                                                                                       INDEPENDENT  
Being a part of 4-H is having fun and doing the activities. I enjoy
Arts and Craft camp. I loved the different crafts we made. 
I am new to 4-H so my mom signed me up as an independent member.
I would tell kids go join 4-H, it’s super fun! You get to do crafts, activities 
(indoor and outdoor) and show your pet. 
I want to say thank you for getting me involved with 4-H.

Ethan showing his goat at Chenango County 
fair last year. Great picture Ethan!

These aren’t Somer’s bunnies but she does have a 
Holland Lop,  house bunny of her own that she has been 
taking good care of. 
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DISTRICT EQUINE PRESENTATIONS NEWS

Phiona Osborne and Makayla Camenga represented Chenango County in the District Equine “Virtual”  presenta-
tions. Phiona’s presentation was on the Evolution of the Horse while Makayla’s topic was Colors of the Rainbow. 
It was a very different way to do presentations and we are proud of these ladies for their willingness to present 
this way. Thank you ladies and nice job! 
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Incubation and Embryology
Chenango County 4-H 
families learned about 
incubation and embryology 
this spring thanks to 
Chenango County 4-H and 
the Funk Family. Reports 
from multiple families 
show their newly hatched 
chicks, and 4-H’ers having 

fun learning something 
new! One family said, 
“This was my family’s first 
time incubating eggs and 
we hatched 5 Salmon 
Favorelle chicks!! This was a 
wonderful project to do as 
a family!!” Here is an image 
of one of our 4-H’ers with a 
hatched chick!

4-H’ers STAYING 

ACTIVE

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming Programs
While our 4-H educators have enjoyed the virtual 
programming this spring, they are looking forward 
to offering in person programming soon! The 
4-H Outdoor Adventure Program will resume this 
summer with outdoor programming, and 4-H 
educator Erica is looking forward to kayaking, 
hiking, and fishing with 4-H’ers! 
Stay tuned for updates on upcoming outdoor, in-
person programming. Email Erica with any questions 
at elc97@cornell.edu

4-H, Viral in a Good Way!
We thank everyone who’s been following us or 
tuning in, our monthly reach over the spring and 
summer has grown to an average of 3,600 people!! 
Join us virtually for updates and easy to make 
projects!

The Hodge Family
Winners of the 4-H Fun Family Pizza Challenge

2020 County Fair Update
After delaying the decision for as long as possible, the 
Chenango County Agricultural Society met on June 15 
and voted to cancel the 173rd Chenango County Fair. 
“This decision did not come lightly for the Fair Board” 
stated Mary Weidman, President of the Society. “We feel 
it is the correct thing to do to keep all our patrons, vol-
unteers, exhibitors and Coleman Brothers Carnival partici-
pants healthy and safe in this particularly difficult planned 
recovery time from the COVID health crisis.
Our neighboring fairs of Afton, Madison County and 
Broome County have previously canceled, along with the 
majority of County Fairs in New York State.”
The six days of the Chenango County Fair provide the 
funds to maintain the 35 acre Fairgrounds and offer the 
facility for other events. The Memorial Day Rolling An-
tiquers Old Car Club, Chenango Dairy Day, the July 4th 
celebration, the Chenango Blues Fest, the Central New 

York Cattle Show, Chenango 4-H events, as well as many 
other day functions have previously canceled events in 
response to the major health issues presented by the 
COVID crisis. Every year, the fair brings people together 
like an extended family and class reunion with great car-
nival foods and entertainment. While we will all miss this, 
the Board looks forward to utilizing the time to plan an 
even better fair in 2021 on August 9th-15th. Board mem-
bers stated “If we can’t do this well and present a safe fair, 
then we don’t want to have one that won’t bring good 
memories. We will plan for an even better one in 2021.”
Save the dates: August 23-25, 2020
The Chenango County Agricultural Society and Chenango 
County 4-H are planning a "Chenango County Ag-strava-
ganza" at the Chenango County Fairgrounds.  Information 
will be posted on the Chenango County 4-H Facebook 
pages, website, and mailed to families.
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Chenango County 4-H member, Amon Van Alst, has 
a passion for small, sustainable agriculture, especially 
with regard to his flock of sheep.  This past spring, while 
everything was closed down due to the quarantine, Amon 
decided to challenge himself and complete the New York 
State 4-H Sheep Achievement Program through Cornell 
University.
Amon, 13 years old, has focused much of his 4-H project 
work around his small flock of wool breeds.  Based on a small 
farm in Smyrna, NY, Amon sees the value of smaller, heritage 
breeds of sheep, such as Finn and Icelandic. He felt that “as 
a younger 4-H member, the heritage breeds were easier for 
me to handle and were a better fit for our small amount of 
acreage. I really appreciate how much personality my sheep 
have as well”.  In addition to the wool breeds, Amon also 
has a Shropshire and a few Tunis-Cheviot cross sheep in the 
flock.  
The Tunis-Cheviot sheep were the first 4-H project animals 
Amon received from one of his mentors, 4-H Educator 
Richard Turrell.  “Mr. Turrell has really helped me with my 
sheep over the years and is a really good mentor”.  Amon 
also credits Finn Sheep breeder Amy Cook as another of his 
mentors.  Additionally, Amon has been a past recipient of 
the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival’s Youth Scholarship 
Program.  This program awards a youth a project animal 
in the breed of their choice and helps them to breed and 
increase their flock.  This is how Amon was introduced to the 
Icelandic Sheep breed.
As Amon’s sheep flock grew, so did his interest in the sheep 

Chenango County 4-H’er Completes State-Wide
4-H Achievement Program

industry and sustainable farming.  He took his interests and 
turned them into public presentations that he has given around 
Chenango and Broome Counties.  One of Amon’s largest public 
presentations was at Ross Park Zoo in Binghamton, where he 
donated one of his sheep to the Zoo’s Petting Zoo and spoke 
about the importance of small farms.
Why complete an intensive project like the NYS 4-H Sheep 
Achievement Program?  Amon answers that “I was interested in 
continuing my learning of all aspects of Shepherding, including 
herd management, health care, breeding, finances, and all 
products that come from sheep.  One of the most interesting 
things I learned while doing the program is how many different 
products are made using sheep, especially the different types of 
meat cuts”.
To earn his Master Shepherd’s title, Amon completed many 
different activities and learning projects associated with different 
facets of the sheep industry, working his way up through beginner 
shepherd to earn his Master’s.  Each activity requires a lengthy 
hands-on project with research attached to it.  
4-H is making quite a difference in Amon’s life as he credits 
the organization with “teaching him so much and enabling him 
to make life-long friends with so many different interests and 
abilities.  My friends have so many different things to teach me!”.
Sheep aren’t the only project in Amon’s portfolio.  As a founding 
member of the Chenango Calico Clovers 4-H Club, Amon has held 
numerous leadership positions within the club, including President, 
Vice President, and Treasurer.
He participates in community service projects, STEM, public 
speaking, sewing, arts and crafts, rabbits, poultry, dairy bowl, 
foods and nutrition, and gardening.  His work has been recognized 
with national 4-H awards, such as County Medals.  He exhibits his 
projects at the Cooperstown Farmers’ Museum Junior Livestock 
Show, Chenango County Fair, NY State Fair, and the Sheep and 
Wool Festival in Rhinebeck, NY.  In 2019, Amon was recognized 
for his community service efforts with a Prudential Spirit of 
Community Award.  His achievements within the county 4-H 
program would fill 2 additional pages!
Rounding out his activities are swimming, karate, and Sherburne-
Earlville FFA.
Chenango County 4-H congratulates Amon on all that he has 
accomplished and looks forward to watching his future work!
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Project Pick up, 
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If you have any questions about the events in this calendar, please 
contact Richard Turrell at:  rlt229@cornell.edu

AG-STRAVAGANZA
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Chenango County 4-H
99 North Broad Street
Norwich, NY 13815

 Miss Janet, Miss Erica and Mr Richard continue to work hard keeping ideas coming your way, 
so send photos so we would love to know what you are up to! 

Send pictures to Richard: rlt229@cornell.edu or Rhonda rlt236@cornell.edu

Be sure to keep an eye out for upcoming 4-H events, virtual programs, new challenges, and the 
Ag-stravaganza updates!

Keep growing those pumpkins for the fall Pumpkin Reveal.
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