Oneida County Scouting Report
August 27th, 2020
Weather: For the week ending on August 23rd, 2020
Running total of GDD,s base 50 from May 3rd to August 23rd = 2073
Rainfall total for the week ending on August 23rd= 0.27”
GDD accumulation from tassel initiation is at 796 on August 23rd

Cropping activities: Some folks doing some dry baling this week. Waiting on 4th. Preparing for corn
silage harvest. Time to take whole plant corn samples for dry matter determination now.
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Corn
This year was dry in May,
June and the first week in
July. Rain came 2 weeks before tassel formation (july
21) fueling ear production.
We have experienced one of
the warmest summers in the
past 30 years accumulating
2073 GDDs from May 3rd to
August 23rd.
GDDs after tassel are now at
796. Growers should be taking a minimum of 7 whole
plant samples per field for
dry matter determination to
harvest at the ideal moisture.
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Corn
GDD accumulation after tassel formation

Corn ears were beginning to dent in most corn fields scouted this week.
Some ears were at 1/8 milkline 8/23.
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I observed tasseling (7/21) in most corn fields scattered across the county. The graph to the right shows the accumulation of GDDs after tassel.
Studies by Bill Cox indicate that most full season corn hybrids require 800
GDDs after tassel to reach 32% dry matter.
We are at 796GDDs 8/23. Check your corn fields now, look for denting
and the beginning of a milkline. When you see both take a sample and do
the dry matter. Obtain 7 or more representative plants cut at the height of
the chopper, use a tree chipper or other device to chop the sample. Measure 100grams of sample and dry it down in a microwave until there is no
change in weight. Start at high setting for 3 minutes, weigh, put back in
for 2 minutes, reweigh and repeat, when you see less change in weight go
to one minute intervals until there is no change in weight. The dry matter
is 1-2points lower then the final weight.
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Saw a few Japanese beetles in a field or two. Observed a few western corn
rootworms. Noted some grasshoppers in grassy patches next to a few corn
fields with some limited foliar feeding
Saw northern corn leaf spot on a few leaves in a field of BMR corn 8/23.

Pest Monitoring– western bean cutworm
This was the 10th and final week for western bean cutworm monitoring. Results are in the table below. Moth numbers have
been near to zero the past two weeks. Growers will probably see very little damage from this pest this year.
Western bean cutworm can over winter in our area or migrate into our area in storm systems from our south and west. They seem to
be more capable of overwintering in coarse soils. We have these types of soils in the north east and north west corners of the county
and also in Rome area and spots in Verona. Locations where they over winter can be sites with higher populations.
The moths are attracted to pre tassel corn to lay their eggs. Multiple larva will feed on ears causing yield loss especially in grain
corn. To date a few trials conducted by Joe Lawrence have not shown a relationship between WBCW infestation and mycotoxin
levels in corn harvested as silage.
The purpose of this monitoring is to note when these moths are arriving in our area and maybe a general idea of the size of the flight.
Actual scouting is looking for egg masses, damaged plants and larva.
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You can listen to this crop report in a short podcast at this link

Date

Western bean cutworm moth

Soybeans
Most soybean fields are at R6 full seed stage again this week.
Hoping that the extension of this period will result in larger bean
size. Yields will be variable based on the date of planting. The
crop is made in many of our fields and senescence will begin. Pod
color will change followed by leaf yellowing and leaf fall.

Septoria brown spot

I am seeing more of the upper canopy with downy mildew in
some fields. Septoria in the lower canopy is more visible and
common now, I saw more cercospora 8/21. There is one report
of white mold in a field that has a history. I am seeing a few
Japanese beetles and grasshoppers in some soybean stands.
I continue to see evidence of spider mite injury this week (8/21).
The hot dry weather is supportive of spider mites.

Phytopthora

Green bean stageR6

Cercospora leaf blight

Spider Mites in Soybean
Source:
NC State Extension Factsheet








Spider mites pierce individual cells of the plant and consume the inner contents
damage is often first visible as specks of white, yellow, or brown stipples on the
leaves
Spider mite feeding can reduce plant weight, height, pod set and yield
Soybean plants are most susceptible from R3 to R5
Spider mites are more of a problem when conditions are hot and dry
some insecticides can flare spider mites by removing beneficial insects

The threshold is based on plant damage, as well as the presence of live mites.
Note that a fungus (Neozygites floridiana) can sometimes wipe out populations.
So don’t treat if a good portion of infected mites are present.
Threshold Scale (0-5)
0. No spider mites or injury observed.
1. Minor stipling on lower leaves, no premature yellowing observed.
2. Stipling common on lower leaves, small areas or scattered plants with yellowing.
3. Heavy stipling on lower leaves with some stipling progressing into middle canopy. Mites present in middle canopy
with scattered colonies in upper canopy. Lower leaf yellowing common and some lower leaf loss. (Spray Threshold)
4. Lower leaf yellowing readily apparent. Leaf drop common. Stipling, webbing and mites common in middle canopy.
Mites and minor stipling present in upper canopy. (Economic Loss)
5. Lower leaf loss common, yellowing or browning moving up plant into middle canopy, stipling and distortion of upper

Cover crops

Cornell’s Thomas Bjorkman developed a cover crop decision tool that allows growers to identify their management goal, time
of planting and duration of the cover crop to generate a list of alternative cover crops for NY state.
http://covercrop.org/cover-crop-decision-tool
If you want to read up on the attributes of different cover crops and information about planting, management and termination
go to the same link and select cover crop profiles.

We have accumulated GDDs more quickly this season. If the trend continues we will have an early harvest. Dairy producers
can follow corn silage harvest with a mix of oats and triticale. This opens the possibility for a fall harvest of the oats and winter
cover by the triticale.
Grain fields can be seeded early with a rye grain cover.

Ryegrass cover (out competed by pigweed)

Buckwheat very successful at suppressing summer annual weeds

Forage turnip or radish good suppression of annual weeds

Clover not successful at suppressing annual weeds with a late June planting date

Sorghum very successful at suppressing annual weeds

Small grain semi-successful at suppressing annual weeds

Observations
Glyphosate resistant marestail in soybeans

Well filled ear starting to dent

Corn field in Camden showing drought stress 8/21
Lacewing beneficial insect

Row merging and chopping 3rd cut

Green cloverworm

