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CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a group on facebook!  
Join our group today at:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/ 

 

Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 
Land Mgmt.& New Ventures 
Resource Educator  
E-mail  AML439@cornell.edu 
315-736-3394 x131 

"Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities” 

We need your help!  We are trying to update our database to better serve 
you, Please email Linda Wightman LW343@cornell.edu with your contact 
information, Thank YOU! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/


Upcoming Events 

Dairy Farming during COVID 19  Survey request from CCE  
Oneida Ag team & The Oneida County Dairy Sustainability Team 

The corona virus pandemic (COVID-19) has shaken dairy farmers to 
their core and left the future uncertain for many. 

The Ag Team of CCE and the Oneida County Dairy Sustainability Plan 
Team are here to support and guide you through the uncertainty.   

If we could have about 5 minutes of your time to share what you have 
experienced during the pandemic and how we can improve our  
support to you or the industry, it would be greatly appreciated.  

Follow this link to the Survey:  
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/preview/SV_06NE14ADWiHpJDD?

Q_CHL=preview 
Thank you for taking the time to help us help you. 

The CCE Oneida County Ag team 

Dry Matter Day  
September 4th 10am to 12 pm at Richardson Farm,  

5959 Skinner Road, Vernon Center, NY  
Farmers are asked to harvest 7 representative corn plants per field  

at chopping height and chop them and put a subsample into a plastic 
bag and bring them to Richardson Farm on Sept 4th. Please label the 
samples with name, cell phone and corn variety, maturity group and 

planting date. We will do the dry matter using microwaves.  
We will report the results to you the following day.  

Please call Jeff, 315-269-5599 or email jjm14@cornell.edu  
if you would like to attend 

Introducing: Dairy during COVID 19 Lunch-In’s 
During the fast-moving rules, regulations, and uncertainties during 
COVID 19, your Ag Team would like to connect with the most current 
information available through a monthly interactive webinar.  Your Ag 
Team will provide ½ hr. of information followed by ½ hr. of taking 
your questions, providing examples and listening to your needs. 
 
The following dates are reserved for you at NOON on Monday’s 
September 14, October 19, November 16, and December 14,  
 
The link to this webinar is at https://tinyurl.com/yxcwyz5c, you may 
also use the following number to call in +1 646 518 9805,then a  
Meeting ID:91282164704#. 
 
If you will be using a computer to connect, be sure to enter the above 
link into the address bar not the search bar on your computer.  
If a request for a password is needed you will type in: covid19.  
 
If calling in dial the number above (toll free) and when prompted add 
the meeting ID followed by the # sign. 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/preview/SV_06NE14ADWiHpJDD?Q_CHL=preview
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/preview/SV_06NE14ADWiHpJDD?Q_CHL=preview
https://tinyurl.com/yxcwyz5c


Farm Flash is available in full color on our website  
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

Bilingual Training Resources Available thru NYCAMH 
New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health is noted for a 
variety of farm safety resources and services.  They recently have 

updated their collection to include a variety of bilingual print materials 
available on their website: www.nycahm.org. Updates include topics 
from skid steer training, dairy chemical safety, animal handling and 

much more. These bilingual print materials would make a great 
resources for on-boarding new farm employees, improving existing 
training programs, supplemental resources for your FARM program 
binders and can serve as appropriate material when offering short, 

informal farm trainings in the field or on the farm. 

Calf and Heifer Management Online Course 
Dates: October 16th –December 18th 2020 

Cost: $265.00. Register before October 1st for $25 discount. 
The Calf and Heifer Management Online Course will cover basic calf  
and heifer management principles led by staff from Cornell University 
and industry researchers. It is designed for dairy business on-farm  
personnel (owner or employee) seeking to increase their knowledge  
of calf and heifer management. Participants should possess a formal  
or informal background in dairy cattle management, but not necessarily 
in calf and heifer management.  

 
 www.PRODAIRY.CALS.CORNELL.EDU/ONLINE-COURSES 

Calf Nutrition Pre-and Post-Weaning, Replacement Economics, Housing,  
Colostrum Management, Inventory Management, Genetics, Calf Health 

Interseeded Cover Crops in Corn Virtual Field Day  
October 28, 2020 begins promptly at 11:30am. and ends at 12:30 
Dr. Bryan Brown, NYS IPM Program, will discuss herbicide interactions 
with cover crops used in field crop production. He will also lead the 
participants through the on farm research interseeded cover crop and 
corn herbicide trial at this location.  Dr. Jose Venancio, Fernandez, 
Bayer, will talk about the latest, effective herbicide programs for corn 
weed control.  Mike Hunter, Cornell University Cooperative Extension, 
will share up to date information about the status of herbicide re-
sistant weeds in NY. Additional info will be in October Farm Flash 
1.0 NYSDEC credit  Categories: 1, 10, 21,23 
Join Zoom Meeting https://cornell.zoom.us/j/96645508851?
pwd=d1A2eC9HV0JtTy91amhNam1Jdy92QT09 
Meeting ID: 966 4550 8851 Passcode: weeds 

 Cash Payments for Producers hit by COVID 19  
USDA Announces More Eligible Commodities for CFAP 

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers 
Who Have Approved Applications will Receive Final Direct Payments. 

Apply today for these FREE grant dollars. 
 By Contacting the Farm Service Agency 315-736-3316 

http://www.nycahm.org
https://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/75xg7l8mxktb4x/j486xp4r/aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZwcm9kYWlyeS5jYWxzLmNvcm5lbGwuZWR1JTJGb25saW5lLWNvdXJzZXMlMkZjYWxmLWhlaWZlci1tYW5hZ2VtZW50JTJGJmlQQnJValp5QTRFR3Fma3hVNlZ5eHBKWHF4WDB4bVdUUTBYc2plb3UlMkY3ayUzRCZQUk9EQ
https://cornell.zoom.us/j/96645508851?pwd=d1A2eC9HV0JtTy91amhNam1Jdy92QT09
https://cornell.zoom.us/j/96645508851?pwd=d1A2eC9HV0JtTy91amhNam1Jdy92QT09
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New York Forward  Business Safety Plan Resources 
All farms in NY are now required to have a written safety plan to 
address the COVID 19 Pandemic.  
Below is a link to resources to help you develop your farm’s safety 
plan. Please note: the written safety plan DOES NOT have to be 
submitted to NY State, but must be made available upon request from 
employees, or State officials from Department of Health or OSHA.  
Link to NY State’s Template: https://tinyurl.com/New-York-State-
Template    
Cornell Agriculture Workforce Development:  https://
agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/ny-forward-business-safety-plan/ .   
Here you can find recorded webinars, additional templates, suggestions 
and considerations for developing your farm safety plan. 
Questions? Contact Marylynn Collins at CCE Oneida Co 315-736-3394 

Herbicide Resistant Weed Control Field Day 2020  
(virtual tour)  

2.0 NYSDEC credits category 1, 10, 21, 23 
October 21, 2020 11am -1pm 

Update on Current Status of Waterhemp and Marestail in NY    
Mike Stanyard, CCE/NWNY Team 
Tall waterhemp and marestail glyphosate resistant populations started about 7 
years ago in WNY.  They were isolated spots that have now expanded to at least 
eleven counties dealing with populations.  Mike will talk about how they got 
here, where they are located and why their biology has allowed them to expand. 
Waterhemp Resistance: Results of Spray Chamber Mode of Action 
Study   Bryan Brown, NYS IPM Program 
Tall waterhemp seed was collected from fields from across the region in 2018.  
They were all unrelated populations and so it was not known there origin and 
what herbicide modes of action that they would be resistant to.  To answer this 
question, Bryan planted seeds from each population and set up a replicated 
spray trial in the greenhouse and applied four herbicides with different modes  
of action.  He will present those results. 
Walking Tour and Review of Soybean Herbicide Efficacy   
Bryan Brown, NYS IPM Program and  Jose Venancio Fernandez, 
Bayer Crop Science 
We are cooperating with a grower who has a history of tall waterhemp problems.  
A test area was set up in a soybean field and 16 treatments were applied with 
four replications.  Treatments consisted of pre’s only, post’s only and a 
combination of pre followed by post.  Jose will lead the walking tour and review 
each treatment to see how well it controlled the waterhemp and marestail. 
Walking Tour and Review of Corn Herbicide Efficacy     
Mike Hunter, CCE/NNY Team and Bryan Brown, NYS IPM Program 
In the same cooperators field, a test area was set up in the corn with 12 
different herbicide treatments with four replications.  Mike will lead the walking 
tour and discuss which treatments or combinations resulted in the best control  
of our two resistant weeds. 

2.0 NYSDEC credits category 1, 10, 21, 23 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://cornell.zoom.us/
j/95397240748pwd=RTNxdUU4L1MvMDdnTVUraVEvZTNKdz09 
Meeting ID: 953 9724 0748 Passcode: weeds 

https://tinyurl.com/New-York-State-Template
https://tinyurl.com/New-York-State-Template
https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/ny-forward-business-safety-plan/
https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/ny-forward-business-safety-plan/
https://cornell.zoom.us/j/95397240748?pwd=RTNxdUU4L1MvMDdnTVUraVEvZTNKdz09
https://cornell.zoom.us/j/95397240748?pwd=RTNxdUU4L1MvMDdnTVUraVEvZTNKdz09


Accessing I Farm Oneida Podcast Episodes:  
You’re Only A Few Clicks Away 

FOR ANDROID Look for the Google P lay Store sym-
bol  on your Android phone. This is where you’ll search for 
the Sound Cloud App.  Click on the Play Store App and 
type SoundCloud into the search box. 

FOR APPLE Look for the Apple App Store symbol on 
your Apple i phone. This is where you’ll search for the 
Sound Cloud App. Click on the App Store icon and type 
SoundACloud into the search box. 

ANDROID & APPLE USERS 
Download the SoundCloud app. When prompted to, press 
open to open the app and follow the few short steps to 
create an account for free.  

ANDROID & APPLE USERS 
Click on the magnifying glass to open the search box. 
Type I Farm Oneida in the search box to access podcast          
episodes. Most recent episodes appear at the top of the 
list, scroll thru to listen to past episodes. As new episodes 
are uploaded, you will be notified by theSound Cloud app. 

When you see this on your screen, you’re good to go!    
Happy Listening.  

 Roughly one year ago we launched a new programming tool 
that allowed us to reach our farming audience in a mobile manner.   
The I Farm Oneida Podcast series is another way to learn from and 
connect to the C.C.E. Oneida Co. Ag Team’s programming efforts just 
by having your cell phone in hand. The podcast episodes are housed 
on a platform called SoundCloud. The free SoundCloud app can be 
downloaded on either Apple or Android devices.   
 Interested in listening to upcoming I Farm Oneida Podcast 
episodes? Grab your school age kid and ask for their help, OR follow  
along with the following directions to download the SoundCloud app 
today.  Directions for both Android and Apple cell phones have been 
included. 



Can My Dairy Recover from the Coronavirus Pandemic? 

Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

 When 2020 began it seemed like the dairy industry was headed 
for a recovery period. But now, thanks to the COVID-19, the industry is 
facing yet another brutal year.  
 “In a webinar titled "Considerations for Land spreading Milk" on 
April 7, Mark Stephenson, director of dairy policy analysis at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, said there is long list of concerns facing 
the dairy industry right now.  
 Near the top must be the considerable drop in fluid milk prices. 
Milk production is up 1.7% across the country in early 2020, and this 
additional production was already going to keep a lid on prices even 
before the COVID-19 pandemic surfaced, he said.” 
 Milk prices have been volatile, but it looks like volatility will be a 
record in 2020. In January, the Class III price was $17.05. By May it had 
fallen to $12.14. But it looks like June will be above $20. Class IV has 
also been volatile with January at $16.65 falling to $10.67 in May and will 
be about $13.35 in June.  
 Milk pricing is only part of the survival equation. There is Feed 
management, Herd management, Labor management, and financial 
management to consider. The question is, Do I have the time and money 
to survive? 
 What are the questions I need to ask myself, if I fight for survival 
or decide to exit the dairy industry? What level of anxiety do I feel? What 
level of anger and frustration do I feel due to the current conditions? 
What are my feelings of loss of power and sense of control?  How do I 
perceive my life after I answer these questions?  
 As a dairy producer, I know this is not the first time you faced 
difficult life decisions and unsure what to do. However, having a strategy 
or process for making good decisions are helpful.  Here is a couple 
possible strategy: 

 List the pros and cons-with the best information available. 

 Listen to your gut-what is your inner voice telling you about the 
decision? 

 Consider the impact on others-what impact will it have on other in my 
life?  

 Check the alignment-does the decision align with you values and 
priorities? 

 Avoid negative drivers-what fears might be affecting your decision? 

 Seek advice- share your thoughts with someone you know and trust. 

 Compare the risks versus rewards-what is the safest course of action? 
OR 

 What makes you Happy? 

 What is smart or good for the long term? 

 What is the effect on others? 
 

Making any decision about what to do is the hardest. However, with the 
support of Cornell Cooperative Extension and the resources available, you 
are reminded we are here to remain with you throughout the process.   
RE: WIdeator Team. The Three Things to Consider When Making Life Decisions, Innovation Blog, March 
20, 2016, https://ideator.com/blog/the-three-things-to-consider-when-making-life-decisions/  

https://ideator.com/blog/the-three-things-to-consider-when-making-life-decisions/
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Adding Value to Your Farm 
Prepare for the Holiday Seasons NOW. 

By Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

Create Well & They Will Come. 
As you find ways to increase your farm's income, remember "adding 
value" to your raw agricultural operations can be of great assistance 
during this time of consumer interest in local, sustainable food systems. 
The value of your products increases in many endless ways. Using tools 
from the way your farm stores, shapes, chills/freezes, ferments, cooks, 
dries, smokes, weaves, packages, labels, et cetera, can create larger 
values with new market ventures worth the time and effort.  
 
Finding what is appropriate for your farm regarding time and effort is not 
that easy. This process may be for the long term fix meaning a quick 
turnaround in income may not be possible. A decent amount of trial and 
error will take place while you move with the market trends. This work, 
in itself, is a full-time job. Yet, when you find the perfect added value 
product that enhances and does not inhibit farm production, your success 
lies within that point. This added value product will then become a 
benefit and increase your revenues. 
 
The Holidays Are Upon Us - Even if it doesn't feel that way. 
The best way to be successful is to plan. Right now, farms with added 
value products are starting to think about the holiday seasons in our 
chillier months ahead. To add more bind to the cheese, our current 
national state during this pandemic has moved selling products in a 
different pathway. Farmers with added value products are checking 
stock, websites, and social media, planning their new season marketing 
campaign, and scheduling out their calendars regarding the movement of 
the inventory distribution process. During these shifts of purchasing 
times, it is a good idea to stock up on packaging and shipping supplies in 
the preparation of selling more online. 
 
Preparation should include a careful check of the farm's budget. The 
season can get expensive, putting pressure on your working capital. A 
detailed review of your cash flow will help predict heightened sales and 
possible shortfalls from now until the new year. The holiday season may 
see a substantial increase in revenue and cash sales throughout the year 
for some and not for others. 
Bite off what you can chew. 
The most important step you can make is one you can take with stride. 
Start slow and at the pace of comfort. Be willing to take steps forward as 
big or small as feels comfortable and plan, plan, plan. 

 
Custom Rates Guide has been updated! 
http://cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production  

http://cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production


Livestock Notes and Notables 
by Marylynn Collins 

 African swine fever (ASF) is a highly contagious and deadly viral 
disease affecting both domestic and wild pigs of all ages. It is found in 
countries around the world, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. More 
recently, it has spread through China, Mongolia, Vietnam, and North 
Korea as well as within parts of the European Union. 
 ASF is not a threat to human health and cannot be transmitted 
from pigs to humans. But the economic consequences from a spread of 
this disease are potentially devastating. Some viral strains of ASF 
cause near-100-percent mortality in swine. And, because there is no 
vaccine, the only solution once the virus 
is in a farm’s pigs, all animals are 
euthanized. In addition, ASF outbreaks 
result in trade restrictions and significant 
economic losses globally. 
 ASF has never been found in the 
United States – and we want to keep it 
that way. So, Agricultural Research 
Service Scientists (ARS) at the Plum 
Island Animal Disease Center in Orient 
Point, NY, are developing a vaccine using 
gene editing. 
 Gene editing is a new type of 
genetic engineering where DNA can be 
directly inserted, deleted, modified, or 
replaced in the genome of a living 
organism like the ASF virus. Unlike early 
genetic engineering techniques, gene 
editing directs the modification to specific 
sites. In this case, ARS scientists used 
the technique to delete a gene from the 
virus and to create an effective vaccine to 
protect against the African Swine Fever.  

Managing Pastures and Feed Inventory During Drought 
With variable rain fall amounts across the county it is likely that some 
livestock producers have been dealing with unusually dry to true 
drought conditions. Check out the links below for a two part series 
from NNY CCE Team on Managing Forages Through a Season of 
Drought. 
Part 1:  Managing Pastures in Drought can be viewed here:   
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/1_19bj2cuc  
Part 2:  Stored Forages: Winter Feed Supply Beyond the 
Drought can be viewed here:  https://vod.video.cornell.edu/
media/1_ql576klx 
Is that animal really finished? With livestock processing dates 
becoming harder to schedule and obtain, producers will want to know 
with certainty that the animal slated for the appointment is finished on 
time and ready to go. The link below is to a video featuring Dr. Mike 
Baker who walks you through identifying key areas on a finished ani-
mal. https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/baskets-to-pallets/
determining-the-market-readiness-of-beef-cattle/ 

https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/1_19bj2cuc
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/1_ql576klx
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/1_ql576klx
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/baskets-to-pallets/determining-the-market-readiness-of-beef-cattle/
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/baskets-to-pallets/determining-the-market-readiness-of-beef-cattle/
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Requirements for selling shell eggs in New York State 

Definition: eggs means shell eggs of domesticated chickens 
Regulations and labeling requirements 
Cartons and cases must be marked with: 

1. The word "eggs". 

2. Grade – in letters 3/8" or larger 

3. Size – in letters 3/8" or larger 

4. Count – may be expressed in dozens 

5. Name, address and zip code – 
      if other than producers or packer, must so state 

6. All eggs must be identified as to source.  
     They must bear an appropriate packer identification number, or if              
 labeled "packed by," full name and address is acceptable. 
7. The words "keep refrigerated" or similar designation “to prevent ill    

ness from bacteria:  keep eggs refrigerated, cook eggs until yolks 
are firm, and cook foods containing eggs thoroughly. The above 
labeling must be on the principal display panel. All labeling must be 
truthful and in accordance with the facts. 

 A producer selling eggs of his own production directly to consumers 
is exempt from grade and size labeling requirements.  

 Leakers, blood spots, meat spots and other type of loss may not be 
sold for human consumption. 

 Eggs must be refrigerated at retail and maintained at an internal 
temperature of 45ºf or below. 

 Source identification is already required by the health department 
on all eggs in institutions, restaurant, etc. 

Federal law requires producers with 3,000 birds or more, or anyone 
packing eggs of other than their own production to be registered in 
accordance with the egg products inspection act of 1970. 
Eggs other than from the domesticated chicken must be labeled 
according to the facts. There are no official grades or size classifications 
at present for other types of eggs. 
Federal law requires all eggs to be refrigerated and held at 45ºf or 
below immediately after packing, including during transportation. 
Source: NYS AG & Markets http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/industry/
shelleggs.html  
More information: Circular 854 Eggs - New York State Grades and 
Standards for Eggs and the Sale Thereof http://
www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/general/04circs/Circular854_eggs.html  

COVID Farm Business Mandatory Safety Plan Template  
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/
files/NYS_BusinessReopeningSafetyPlanTemplate.pdf 

http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/industry/shelleggs.html
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/industry/shelleggs.html
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/general/04circs/Circular854_eggs.html
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/FS/general/04circs/Circular854_eggs.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/NYS_BusinessReopeningSafetyPlanTemplate.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/NYS_BusinessReopeningSafetyPlanTemplate.pdf


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Weather 

Growing degree days (86/50) comparison  

Oneida County 1994 to 2020 

The graph indicates that the 2020 growing degree day accumulation 
from May 3rd to Aug 15th is one of the highest since we started 
tracking weather 26 years ago. When you look closely this season 
has many similarities with 2018. 

Monthly rainfall (inches) in Oneida County comparison 1994 to 2020 

You can observe from the chart that we had a very dry spring 
about 3 inches of rain in April and May, 1.5 inches in June and a 
substantial amount of rain in July. 



Crop Conditions 
Hay 
Hay is the  crop which has been most impacted by the drought 
conditions of spring and early summer. Most growers agree that both 
1st and 2nd cutting yields were less than normal.  Grasses have shallow 
roots and the soil surface dried up early reducing growth and 
development. Large populations of potato leaf hopper (PLH) were 
deposited in our area in storm systems from the south. PLH flourish 
under moderate temperatures and dry conditions so the population 
exploded and most of our local alfalfa fields were over economic 
thresholds throughout the regrowth period before 2nd cut. Potato leaf 
hoppers have piercing sucking  mouthparts that suck the sugary juices 
from the alfalfa leaf and leave a toxin in the vein  shutting down the 
conductive tissue from the point of insertion to the tip of the leaf 
causing “leaf hopper burn”. This yellowing of the tips of alfalfa leaves 
was quite evident in fields across the county. There are 3 major 
impacts from PLH, the first is a reduction of photosynthesis which 
provides the fuel for plant growth (can have ½ ton loss per acre), the 
second is a reduction in protein in the plant leaves and the third is the 
potential reduction in stand life.  Some growers managed the injury by 
early harvest and insecticide applications, others experienced 
significant yield and quality losses in second cut. Regrowth after second 
cut was better especially in fields where PLH was managed. Reports 
from local farmers indicated yields that were at least above second cut 
yields. The substantial rain that we have received in July  (8.1 inches) 
has had a very positive impact on regrowth in hay stands and pastures. 
Wheat   
Most growers were happy with wheat yields this year with most fields 
averaging 80-100bu/ac with good test weights, low DON levels and no 
sprouting. Many local growers locked in favorable prices on wheat this 
year. 
Oats 
Oats and other spring grains probably had the least favorable yields of 
our annual crops. Planting conditions were perfect, but drought 
conditions during the entire growing period for this crop reduced 
populations, thinning stands and reduced crop growth reducing yields. 
Some oat varieties that were planted in our area had susceptibility to 
crown rust and unfortunately, crown rust flourished this year further 
decreasing yields.  
Corn 
There was a bit of  a delay in corn planting this spring with soil 
temperatures hovering in the mid 40s until the end of the second week 
in May. Growers planted most of our acreage in record time with 
favorable soil moisture levels. Early planted corn looked good from 
spike stage onwards while corn that was planted later into dry soils 
struggled a bit because of the lack of an established root system. We 
didn’t have many issues with early season insect pests, only 2 reports 
of armyworm and cutworm damage.  Late planted corn fields and corn 
planted in coarse soils started to show drought stress (leaf rolling) in 
late June. Timely rains 2 weeks prior to tasseling and 2 weeks after 
tasseling plus moderate temperatures during that period are favorable 
for good pollination. The few ears I have husked to date were filled and 
in the milk stage. The dry conditions in the early part of the season  



favor plant digestibility. These dry conditions may have reduced overall 
plant size in some fields. The favorable conditions during pollination 
should create good ear size which increase the ear to stover ratio 
creating a higher quality corn silage. This year has similarities with 
2018. Corn plants in 2018 looked really green from the roadside while 
ears were much more mature then was indicated by the appearance of 
the plants. Many growers  wound up harvesting at moisture levels 
lower than they expected and didn’t get the fermentation they wanted 
and had problems with molds.  
 Cooperative extension is tracking growing degree days (GDDs) 
from tassel. We selected July 21st as the date when many fields of corn 
in the county were in tassel. Bill Cox’s research suggests that 100 day 
corn hybrids take about 800GDDs from tassel to 32% dry matter. The 
graph below shows the accumulation of  GDDs from  July 21st to  
August 16th. Dry Matter Day is September 4th. Details on pg. 3. 

 We update this information weekly and send it to local 
growers and agribusinesses by email in a weekly crop report. If you 
are interested in receiving this email crop report , email me at 
jjm14@cornell.edu. Or call 315-269-5599.   
 If you are tech savvy go to this link http://
climatesmartfarming.org/  to plug in the dates that your fields 
tasseled and follow the progress of GDDs specific to your location.  
You select growing degree day calculator at this link.  Kitty Oneil did 
a nice video showing you step by step how to enter your information 
into the calculator.  
 I find that if you track GDDs till they get close to 800 GDDs 
that this gives you a good estimate of when to take whole plant 
samples to chop and dry down to determine the dry matter.  
Remember to harvest the sample at the height of your chopper with 
a set of loppers. Harvest 7 or more representative plants and chop 
them as soon as possible in a safe manner and do your dry down as 
soon as possible. Use a koster tester or a gram scale and microwave 
to determine the dry matter.  

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu
http://climatesmartfarming.org/
http://climatesmartfarming.org/
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Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 
NYS DEC 793-2554, Oneida County Soil & Water 736-3334 

USDA Farm Services 736-3316, Oneida County Farm Bureau 1-800-342-4143 

Joe Lawrence, Prodairy, has done a large number of dry matter 
analyses for the corn silage variety trials. He found that growing corn 
plants have a dry matter of around 23%. Actual dry down of the plant 
doesn’t occur until whole plant dry matter in the field hits 25% and 
sugars in the ear are being turned to starch. Than you can use the 
average of 0.5% dry down per day. 
 We are scheduling a dry down day to be held at Richardson farm  
5959 Skinner rd., Vernon Center from 10am to noon on Fri Sept. 4th.  
Our tree chipper is inoperable so please bring your chopped sample to 
Richardson’s on this date.  
 The current rate of GDD accumulation puts silage harvest for 
bunks in the last week of August. If you think your silage is near 
harvest moisture before the event please call me at 315-269-5599 and 
drop off your chopped sample and I will do the dry 

 I thought I saw some eyespot in a field of 
corn on 8/11 but after talking to the grower, identi-
fied that the spots I observed were due to drift of an 
herbicide application in a nearby field. I haven’t 
seen any  diseases in local corn fields, not even in 
stands of BMR corn. 

Herbicide drift injury 

There are some fields with weed problems that may have occurred 
due to the later canopy closure. Some growers who rely on post emer-
gence treatments found that weeds had hardened off a bit due to the 
weather and were harder to control under these conditions. 
Overall I think we have a good crop of corn and growers will be happy 
with yields and quality. 

Well filled ear 8/11/20 No milk line 8/11 



Soybeans 
Soybeans are usually planted after corn planting is complete, pushing 
them to later planting dates. Unfortunately, soils may have been dry at 
the time of planting followed by an extremely dry June. Many soybean 
fields struggled in our drought conditions. Nodulation may have been 
impacted, reducing the plants ability to produce nitrogen. Mid May 
plantings are 3’ tall or more in R5 to R6 stage now (8/11) with 
adequate pod development and pod fill. Later planted fields in 30” row 
spacing still don’t have row closure, have more weeds, have less pods 
and are in R5 stage. 
 I have observed mechanical damage to foliage caused by   bean 
leaf beetle, Japanese beetle, cloverworm and grasshoppers. I have only 
seen a few soybean aphids in fields this year. I have seen more injury 
from mites this year than in all of the years I have scouted soybeans. 
 I have also seen a few leaves with cercospora, some downy 
mildew, a few plants with phytopthora but no sign of white mold to 
date (8/11).  

Cercospora Phytopthora 

Emergency Forage 
One local dairy producer no-
tilled a mixture of oats, 
ryegrass and clover on August 
3rd, into the crop residue of 
the wheat he had recently 
harvested. He plans to harvest 
the oatlage this fall at flag leaf 
to early boot stage to provide 
some forage for his dry cows 
and heifers. He hopes that the 
ryegrass and clover provide a 
good winter and spring cover 
crop. This picture was taken a 
week after planting. 

Cover crop mix planted August 3rd as an 
emergency forage crop/winter cover 
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Another dairy producer is planning on planting  triticale after an early 
harvest of soybeans.  The field will be no-till planted with approximate-
ly  100-125lbs of winter triticale at 1.25 to 1.5” depth in the last week 
of August. Manure may be applied before planting. Sixty pounds of ni-
trogen will be applied as urea/ammonium sulfur mix next March or 
April and the stand will be harvested at flag leaf stage in mid May  
providing an extra 1.5 to 2 dry matter tons /ac of additional forage. 
Corn will be no-tilled into the triticale stubble after harvest. 
 
Seedway cover crop demonstration  
Seedway has a good demonstration planting of a few common cover 
crops on Shed Road in Rome. 
They showed that  a cool season grass like ryegrass or a cool season 
legume like clover can be competitive when planted in early April or 
even in the 1st week of August when most summer annuals are not as 
competitive but when planted in late June will not be a good choice as 
a cover crop in an open field. 

Clover cover crop 

Even small grains with their rapid germination and growth have a 
hard time competing with summer annuals in June plantings 

Small grain cover crop 

Good choices for cover crops with a June planting date are highlighted 
in the plots: sorghum and buckwheat 

Sorghum cover crop Buckwheat cover crop  



Forage radish or turnip cover crop 

Cover crops can provide different services for farms.  
Farmers need to decide what they want to accomplish. 

 Suppressing weeds 

 Protecting soil from rain runoff 

 Improving soil aggregate stability 

 Reducing surface crusting 

 Adding active organic matter to soil 

 Breakin hardpan 

 Fixing nitrogen 

 Scavenging soil nitrogen 

 Suppressing soil diseases and pests 

   
Then they need to determine when the cover crops can be grown in 
the rotation.  
Www.Covercrop.org  Is a link to a site that has a profile on each of 
the cover crops with details of the services they can provide, when 
they can be planted and production recommendations.  
Click on “cover crop profiles” on the top of the page. 
 

If the weather continues, annual crops like corn for silage will be 
harvested early  providing opportunities to plant cover crops. 



Statewide herbicide resistance screening to start in 2020:  
Help us to help you! 
 Weeds compete with crops for light, water, and nutrients, which 
can result in yield reductions. Weeds can also interfere with crop 
production by serving as alternate hosts for pests and pathogens, 
providing habitat for rodents, and impeding harvest operations. 
Consequently, growers employ a variety of control strategies, including 
the application of herbicides, to manage unwanted vegetation. Although 
herbicides can be extremely effective at controlling undesirable plants, 
failures can and do occur. Weeds may escape chemical treatments for 
many reasons including the evolution of herbicide resistance. 
 Worldwide, there are 512 confirmed cases (species x site of 
action) of herbicide resistance. With respect to the United States, 165 
unique instances of resistance have been documented. In New York, 
there are only four formally reported occurrences; these include 
common lambsquarters (Chenopodium album), smooth pigweed 
(Amaranthus hybridus), common ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) and 
common groundsel (Senecio vulgaris). All were described as being 
insensitive to the photosystem II inhibitors (e.g. atrazine and simazine). 
 This, however, does not reflect the current on-the-ground 
situation in the state; work done by Drs. Julie Kikkert (CCE) and Robin 
Bellinder (Cornell) indicates resistance to linuron in some populations of 
Powell amaranth (Amaranthus powelli). Recent studies by Drs. Bryan 
Brown (NYS IPM) and Antonio DiTommaso (Cornell) suggest that 
horseweed (Conyza canadensis) and waterhemp (Amaranthus 
tuberculatus) populations may be resistant to one or more herbicide 
active ingredients. Pennsylvania has nine reported cases of herbicide 
resistance including glyphosate resistance in Palmer amaranth 
(Amaranthus palmeri), which was recently identified here in NY.  
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While it is tempting to believe that herbicide resistance is a hallmark of 
agronomic cropping systems, resistance can and has developed in 
orchards, vineyards, vegetable crops, pastures, and along roadsides. 

 Beginning in 2020, we will undertake a screening effort to describe 
the distribution of herbicide resistance in the state. This coming 
summer and fall, growers, crop consultants and allied industry 
personnel who suspect they have herbicide resistance are 
encouraged to contact Dr. Lynn Sosnoskie (lms438@cornell.edu, 
315-787-2231) to arrange for weed seed collection. Indicators of 
possible herbicide resistance include: 

 Dead weeds intermixed with live plants of the same species. 

 A weed patch that occurs in the same place and continues to 
expand, yearly. 

 A field where many weed species are controlled but a previously 
susceptible species is not. 

 Reduced weed control that cannot be explained by skips, nozzle 
clogs, weather events, herbicide rate or adjuvant selection, and 
calibration or application issues. 

Growers can take several actions to stop the spread of herbicide 
resistant weeds and to prevent the development of new ones. First and 
foremost is scouting fields following herbicide applications and keeping 
careful records of herbicide performance to quickly identify weed 
control failure. Pesticide applicators should ensure that their equipment 
is properly calibrated and that they are applying effective herbicides at 
appropriate rates to manage the target species. Whenever possible, 
diversify herbicides to reduce chemical selection pressures that result 
from the repeated use of a single herbicide or site of action.  

mailto:lms438@cornell.edu
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Current status of herbicide resistance, globally, over time according 

to the International Survey of Herbicide Resistant Weeds 

(www.weedscience.org) 

Winter wheat 2020-2021 crop 
As always wait for hessian fly free date before planting winter wheat! 

If possible, incorporate physical and cultural weed control practices into 
a vegetation management plan. Be sure to control unwanted plants 
when they are small and never allow escapes to set seed. Clean 
equipment to prevent seeds of herbicide-resistant weed species from 
moving between infested and non-infested sites and harvest areas with 
suspected resistant populations, last. 



 It is important to scout emerging winter wheat for 
grasshoppers and feeding injury, especially in areas where large 
grasshopper populations are being observed. Due to the reduced 
amount of green vegetation present in the fall, newly emerging 
winter wheat is a very attractive host to grasshoppers. 
 Grasshoppers are capable of causing stand loss to emerging 
seedlings by clipping back the emerging plants. This type of injury 
will be more noticeable along the field margins, as grasshoppers 
reside in the nearby vegetation. 
 Before planting, scout the vegetation around the field edges 
and count the number of grasshoppers that are present in 
approximately one square yard. 
 Management should be considered if grasshopper populations 
in the non-crop borders or within field are in the range of 11-20 
grasshoppers per square yard. Here are a few management options 
to consider: 

1. Delay planting in areas where grasshopper populations are high 
to reduce the time that grasshoppers will be feeding on the 
emerging wheat. 

2. When there are increased grasshopper population densities in 
areas surrounding the field, double the planting population for a 
strip that is between 60-120 feet wide around the field edge. As 
grasshoppers move into the field they will feed on the emerging 
wheat. However, the increased plant stands around the edge will 
slow the movement of the grasshoppers into the rest of the field. 
The increased plant stand will compensate for the lost seedlings 
and allow for a reasonable stand to exist after grasshoppers have 
finished foraging for the year. 

 
 Insecticide seed treatments are labeled for grasshopper 
management in winter wheat and can provide protection during 
emergence. For grasshoppers, treated seed can be planted to the 
field edges in a strip that is 60-120 feet wide, or it can be planted to 
the entire field. For effective management of grasshoppers, the 
highest registered rate of the product should be applied to the seed. 
Please refer to NYSPAD     http://www.dec.ny.gov/nyspad/?1 for 
insecticide seed treatment options and recommended rates. 
 Foliar insecticide sprays may be applied to the non-crop field 
edges to prevent the grasshoppers from moving into the wheat 
fields. Before selecting an insecticide, check the label to ensure that 
it can be sprayed on non-crop areas. 

Custom Rates Guide has been updated! 
http://cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production  

Farm Flash is available in full color on our website  
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

Grasshoppers can be a problem in germinating wheat 
Source:  SDSU Extension 

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2019-01/P-00011.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/nyspad/?1
http://cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 
Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  

Pioneer Hi-Bred 
Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 
 Andy Dugan, PAS 

General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

 David Mondi 
David Curtin 
Loren Curri Barletta 
 
Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 
Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Organic/Grass Fed Certified 
Wholesale/Retail 

Bridgewater, NY 
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