
African Swine Fever 
 

By Gabrielle Wormuth, Dairy & Livestock Specialist 

Let’s be honest, 2020 hasn’t been our year. It’s had its twists and turns with COVID and other strange 
occurrences throughout the year. That being said, there is another virus that could drastically affect the 
United States, African Swine Fever (ASF).  

ASF poses as a tremendous threat to the pork industry. Pork represents 35.6% of the global meat 
consumption, making it the most consumed meat in the world. The extremely fatal virus, of up to 100% 
mortality in pigs in recent ASF cases, could be detrimental to the pork industry. COVID has already taken a 
toll on swine farms & slaughter facilities in 2020. Due to COVID outbreaks among employees at large swine 
slaughtering facilitates, this led to a screeching halt of large-scale pork processing. This in turn affected the 
swine producers as the options for commercial pork processing was extremely limited. Another set-back to 
our pork producers and processors in the U.S. could adversely challenge these businesses.  

The best way to combat ASF is through the implementation of preventative measures. Many of the countries  
effected by ASF lack the resources to be able to rapidly detect, respond, and contain the disease. 
Unfortunately, this allows for the virus to spread quickly before being detected. The United States has put 
forth great effort to take a proactive approach towards avoiding an ASF outbreak. 

In the United States, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) have worked jointly to create a certification program for high-consequence swine diseases, 
such as ASF. This provides an outline and support to combat ASF by ensuring effective surveillance 
throughout the country, with the ability to zone any infected areas, if need be. This strengthens the 
assurance the U.S. has with its’ trading partners and consumers about the status of ASF. U.S. pork producers 
and processors in participating states, that meet the program requirements, will be able to voluntarily enroll 
in the program. While this project is in effect, APHIS is also working to formalize an ongoing national plan to 
certify the health of swine in the U.S. In addition to the domestic efforts made within the U.S., there is also 
work being done globally to control ASF.  

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Organization of Animal Health (OIE) joined forces against 
the deadly pig disease. They have created and implemented an initiative for Global Control of ASF. The 
objective of this initiative is to improve the capability for countries to control ASF, based on scientific 
research, coordinate a framework for global control of ASF, and ensure safe production and trade protection 
of food systems. This will require countries to report the number of cases and keep accurate records. By 
assembling the global ASF experts, they can also work within the nations to strengthen veterinary services to 
manage the risks of ASF. Around the word, we now have a plan to combat ASF, but is there something else 
that producers could implement on-farm to prevent it? 

Due to the historical past of swine diseases and their capabilities to “jump” to humans, swine facilities and 
processors taken drastic biosecurity measures. These producers can take things a step further and crack-
down even more on providing a more bio-secure facility. Not allowing outside visitors to the facilities and 
ensuring employees are sanitizing their PPE, clothing and other equipment is critical. For outside visitors, that 
may be crucial to the viability of the swine operation, such as feed deliveries, veterinary visits, or breeding 
technicians, farms must create and implement strict biosecurity guidelines for these entities to follow.  

Although there is not a current ASF vaccine that can be used today, Kansas State University is working with a 
company in South Korea to develop a vaccine for ASF to be given to pigs. If successfully developed, this could 
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be a preemptive strategy against the virus. Swine producers should maintain their veterinary-client 
relationship and continue to utilize the other swine virus vaccines recommended by their veterinarian that 
are available for pigs. In addition, keeping the pigs in a safe, clean, and healthy environment makes them not 
as prone to contracting any other domestic viruses and maintain a healthy immunity.   

Although there is still uncertainty when it comes to African Swine Fever, we know that a national and global 
effort has been made to control the spread. Within the Unites States, we should be proactive and take the 
proper precautions to prevent ASF from entering the states; this is one pandemic we should not take lightly.  


