
 By Sue Gwise, Consumer Horticulture Educator 

Autumn is the time to plant spring-flowering bulbs. In fact, bulbs can be planted right up through November. 
Most species will grow on almost any site, but wet locations should be avoided. Also, do not plant bulbs 
under trees. They usually do not do well because of competition with the tree roots and because of the 
shade cast by the tree. 

Prepare the soil by incorporating a complete granular fertilizer (5-10-5 or 5-10-10) into the top 6 inches of 
the soil. Apply the fertilizer at a rate of one pound per 100 square feet. Planting depth is important. Tulips 
are somewhat tolerant of incorrect depths, but daffodils and narcissi are a little fussier (see list below). Make 
sure the pointed part of the bulb, which is the top, points up. This may seem obvious to seasoned gardeners, 
but sometimes it is hard to tell. Look for remnants of roots on the bottom of the bulb if you can’t distinguish 
the top. 

Space the bulbs so that they have room to grow for at least 2 to 3 years. This way, you don’t have to dig 
them up and divide them right away. Daffodils and tulips should be spaced 8 inches apart. Grape hyacinth 
and crocus can be spaced 4 inches apart. Smaller bulbs such as snowdrops can be spaced only 2 inches apart. 

Rodents love to munch on bulbs, so you may need to take precautions to prevent any damage. Once the 
bulbs are planted, cover the top of the soil with chicken wire. This will prevent rodents from digging out the 
bulbs. The plants will emerge right through the holes in the wire. Granular repellants are also available. They 
are sprinkled around the bulb at the time of planting. 

After the bulbs have been in the ground for a few years they will need dividing. This should be done at least 
every five years. The plants themselves will give you signals that indicate they need to be divided. Fewer 
blooms, smaller blooms, and shorter flower stems are all signs that it is time to renew the bed. Bulbs can be 
divided anytime after the foliage yellows (usually July). Divided bulbs can be replanted immediately or stored 
in a cool, dark location for replanting in the fall. 

Planting Depths (to the top of the bulb): 

• Snowdrops- 2” 

• Anemone- 2” 

• Reticulated Iris- 2” 

• Crocus- 2” 

• Grape Hyacinth- 2” 

• Fritillaria- 4” 

• Allium- 4” 

• Hyacinth- 5” 

• Tulip- 5” 

• Daffodil- 5” 
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Crocus species are harbingers of spring. 
(Cornell University) 

All daffodil species are deer resistant. They 
are poisonous and deer will not eat them. 
(Cornell University) 


