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The following article is from the VegEdge 
Newsletter.  VegEdge is published 25 times 
a year, parallel to the production schedule of 
Western New York growers.  Subscribers to 
the Cornell Vegetable Program receive a 
complimentary electronic subscription to 
the newsletter. Print copies are available for 
an additional fee but you must subscribe to 
the Cornell Vegetable Program.  For further 
information on how to subscribe, please 
contact our office at 607-6642300 or email 
Ariel Kirk at adk39@cornell.edu    

 
Garlic Harvest Season Once Again 

Robert Hadad, Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Cornell Vegetable Program; from VegEdge, 

7/22/20 
 
As the wheat comes off, garlic harvest is about 
ready to go. Weather condition have been tough 
on garlic this cycle. Winter’s lack of snow cover, 
mild conditions, and frost-heaving spring 
freezes have taken a toll on this crop. Stand-
loss going into the spring was higher than 
average for some farms. Wet cold conditions 
slowed growth. Hot and dry days have stressed 
plants probably reducing overall bulb size. We 
didn’t see too much in the way of insect damage 
generally speaking but wireworm and thrips did 
plague a few fields. Eriophyid mites may be a 
problem for bulb in storage. 

Below is an article recently posted in UMass 
Extension’s Vegetable Notes newsletter 
published 7/9/20. It is a compilation of sections 
from other articles mainly written by Dr. Ruth 
Hazard of UMass and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension’s Crystal Stewart-Cortens from the 
ENY Commercial Horticulture Program. It is a 
great summary on harvest, curing, and storage 
practices.  
 
GARLIC HARVEST, CURING & STORAGE 
Harvest 
Many farmers are beginning to harvest garlic, a 
big task that usually occurs around mid-late 
July. Timing the harvest can be tricky—heads 
should be left in the ground as long as possible 
to attain maximum bulb size (which doubles in 
the last stage of growth), but not so long that the 
cloves begin to separate, as overripe bulbs sell 
and store poorly. Harvest when leaves begin to 
turn yellow, but when about 60% are still green. 
Crystal Stewart-Courtens, Cornell Extension 
Vegetable Specialist, recommends checking 
bulbs by cutting through the head sideways to 
see how well developed the cloves are. Cloves 
should fill the wrappers - if they seem a little 
loose, the garlic has a little ways to grow, see 
photos. A little of the outermost wrapper may 
have started to discolor at this point. Harvest 
before the bulbs pop, which can happen 
relatively quickly, especially in a wet year. 
Remember that it is better to harvest too early 
than too late. Ms. Stewart-Courtens advises that 
plants should be pulled when there are a 
minimum of three leaves left that have not 
begun to brown at the tips. Use hand tools to 
loosen soil under the bulbs or a mechanical 
harvester to undercut the bed. Pulling bulbs out 
when they are tight in the ground can open 
wounds at the stem-bulb junction and allow for 
fungal infections. Fresh bulbs bruise easily and 
these wounds can also encourage infection. 
Don’t knock off dirt by banging bulbs against 
boots, shovels, or buckets— shake or rub 
gently, and leave the rest to dry out during 
curing. 
 
Curing 
If short on curing space, tops can be cut in the 
field, with a sickle bar mower or by hand, down 
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to 1.5 to 6 inches long. Cornell trials indicated 
that disease incidence does not increase when 
trimming garlic down at this stage, though 
leaving tops on can facilitate hanging. 
 
Curing is important for successful bulb storage 
and finding the ideal conditions for curing can be 
a challenge. Curing in the field runs the risk of 
sunscald, while curing in poorly ventilated barns 
can result in yield loss from disease. Good 
airflow around the bulbs is critical. Avoid high 
temperatures (generally above 90°F) and bright 
sunlight. Ms. Stewart-Courtens notes that garlic 
will dry well at 110°F but at about 120°F waxy 
breakdown, a physiological disorder, starts to 
occur, so be sure to monitor temperatures in the 
drying area. Rapid curing can be achieved by 
placing trimmed bulbs roots up on 1” wire mesh 
in a hoophouse covered with a shade cloth, and 
with the sides and ends open. A well-ventilated 
barn will also work, but be sure that bulbs are 
hung with adequate air circulation or on open 
racks up off the floor. 
 
Curing takes 10-14 days and is complete when 
the outer skins are dry and crispy, the neck is 
constricted, and the center of the cut stem is 
hard. 
 
Storing Bulbs 
After curing, garlic can be kept in good condition 
for 1 to 2 months at ambient temperatures of 68 
to 86°F under low relative humidity (< 75% RH). 
However, under these conditions, bulbs will 
eventually become soft, spongy and shriveled 
due to water loss. For long-term storage, garlic 
is best maintained at temperatures of 30 to 32°F 
with low RH (60 to 70%). Good airflow 
throughout storage containers is necessary to 
prevent any moisture accumulation. Under 
these conditions, well-cured garlic can be stored 
for 6-7 months. Storage at higher temperatures 
(60°F) may be adequate for the short term, but 
it is important to select a place with low relative 
humidity and good air flow. As with onions, 
relative humidity needs to be lower than for most 
vegetables because high humidity causes root 
and mold growth; on the other hand, if it is too 
dry the bulbs will dry out. 
 
 
 

Storing Seed  
Garlic bulbs that are to be used as seed for fall 
planting of next years’ crop should be stored at 
50°F and at relative humidity of 65-70%. Garlic 
cloves break dormancy most rapidly between 40 
to 50°F, hence prolonged storage at this 
temperature range should be avoided. Storage 
of planting stock at temperatures below 40°F 
results in rough bulbs, side-shoot sprouting 
(witch’s-brooms) and early maturity, while 
storage above 65°F results in delayed sprouting 
and late maturity. 
 

Gypsy Moth 

Summer 2020 - DEC has received reports of elevated 
populations of gypsy moth that are causing noticeable 
defoliation in Central and Western NY this year. One year 
of defoliation is not likely to kill your trees. DEC is 
monitoring populations at this time. 

 
The gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar) is a non-
native insect from France. Its caterpillar (larva) 
stage eats the leaves of a large variety of trees 
such as oak, maple, apple, crabapple, aspen, 
willow, birch, mountain ash, pine, spruce, and 
more. 
 
U.S. Introduction 
 

 
Gypsy moth. Minn Dept of Natural Resources 

Archives, http://www.forestryimages.org/ 
 
Gypsy moths were accidentally introduced in 
1869 when they were brought to the U.S. in the 
hope that they could breed with silkworms to 
create a hardier variety of silkworm and develop 
a silk industry in the US. Even though they failed 
as a textile producer, some of the gypsy moths 
escaped and established their first U.S. 
population in Medford, Massachusetts. 



 
 

Damage That Gypsy Moths Cause 
Gypsy moth populations rise and fall in cycles, 
and vary over the years from very few and not 
noticeable to large numbers and very noticeable 
tree defoliation. Gypsy moths have "naturalized" 
in our forest communities and so they will 
always be around, sometimes in small, 
unnoticeable numbers. When populations are 
high, thousands of acres can be damaged. 
Although gypsy moths do not pose a major 
threat to New York's forests, they are not native 
and their populations can reach high, 
destructive (outbreak) levels. 
 
Tree Damage 
Gypsy moths eat young, tender leaves in the 
spring. Deciduous trees (trees that lose their 
leaves each fall) can regrow a new set of leaves 
by July and can usually withstand 2-3 
successive years of defoliation (removal of 
leaves) without being killed. However, 
defoliation does reduce the vigor and resistance 
of the tree, and it becomes more susceptible to 
pests and diseases. 
 
Tree death can occur when other stresses such 
as disease or other insect outbreaks attack 
trees in the same year. When populations of 
gypsy moths are very high, they will even eat 
evergreen species. Evergreens do not regrow 
leaves as easily as deciduous trees and can die 
as a result of complete defoliation. 
 
Gypsy Moth Identification 

 
Gypsy moth adults and eggs 

 
 
 
 

The larval stage of the gypsy moth is a 
caterpillar that hatches in the spring from eggs 
laid the summer before. It hatches about the 
time oak buds start to open. Young caterpillars 
need to eat tender new leaves. As a caterpillar 
grows, it can eat older, tougher leaves. 
 
The caterpillars grow to about 2.2 inches in 
length. They have five pairs of raised blue spots 
followed by six pairs of raised red spots along its 
back. Female moths are white with brown 
markings. Males are brownish. Females do not 
fly. Egg masses are light brown in color and 
appear as fuzzy patches on tree trunks, 
branches, firewood, or in a sheltered spot, even 
on lawn furniture. Each egg mass contains 600-
700 eggs. 
 
Tent caterpillars look similar to gypsy moths and 
also feed in the spring. See the Caterpillar 
Comparison Chart 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7436.html 
to determine which type you have. 
 
What You Can Do 
When populations are low, gypsy moth 
caterpillars and adults can be killed by squishing 
them. Egg masses can be destroyed by 
scraping them off trees or other structures and 
dropping them in a container of detergent. 
During outbreaks, manual removal may not be 
practical. You can use the egg sampling survey 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf
/gmprot2005.pdf 
to determine if you will have a large infestation 
and may want to consider spraying. 
 
Caterpillars are always being naturally 
controlled by birds, rodents, parasites, and 
diseases. Extremes in temperature can also 
reduce population numbers. 
 
Insecticide Options 
If dense concentrations of tent or gypsy moth 
caterpillars cause a decline in the trees' health 
or threaten an economic resource such as a 
sugar bush, spraying may be an option. 
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7436.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7436.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7436.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/gmprot2005.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/gmprot2005.pdf


 

 
Gypsy moth feeding on branch 

Tim Tigner, Virginia Department of Forestry, 
http://www.forestryimages.org/ 

 
Various insecticides for gypsy moths are 
available at garden centers. Insecticides are 
divided into two general groups: 
microbial/biological and chemical. 
 
Microbial and biological pesticides contain living 
organisms that must be eaten by the pest. They 
are most effective on small, young caterpillars. 
As they mature, caterpillars become more 
resistant to microbial pesticides. The most 
common microbial and biological insecticide is 
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt). Bt occurs naturally in 
soil and on plants. It is harmless to people, 
animals, and plants, but does affect young moth 
and butterfly larvae. When Bt is eaten, the 
caterpillar becomes paralyzed, stops feeding, 
and dies of starvation or disease. 
 
Chemical insecticides are contact poisons. 
These chemicals can have an impact on a 
variety of beneficial, native insects (such as 
bees), so they should be used wisely. 
 
Professional pesticide applicators can be found 
online. In order to use restricted insecticides, 
applicators must be certified. Read more about 
Certified Pesticide Applicators at: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/209.html 
We also recommend reviewing our Tips for 
Selecting a Tree Service webpage at: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5291.html 
 
In certain cases it may be economically feasible 
to spray large areas. Maple syrup producers 
may be interested in aerial spraying since 
severe defoliations can reduce maple syrup 
production. 
 

Spraying is not effective against pupae or egg 
masses, and it is less effective once caterpillars 
reach 1 inch long. Keep in mind that nesting 
birds, beneficial insects, and other animals 
could be endangered by use of chemical 
insecticides. 
 
Predicting Next Year's Defoliation 
If you are interested in sampling your woodlot or 
forest to determine the likelihood of defoliation 
by gypsy moths for the following growing 
season, sampling protocol is provided here 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf
/gmprot2005.pdf 
 
If you do sample your woodlot or forest, your 
data is valuable to us for tracking annual 
populations. We would appreciate if you mailed 
or emailed you sampling data to: 
 
NYSDEC 
Division of Lands and Forests, Bureau of 
Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 
Telephone: 518-402-9425 Fax: 518-402-9028 
 

 
 

http://www.forestryimages.org/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/209.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/209.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5291.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5291.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/gmprot2005.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/gmprot2005.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/gmprot2005.pdf
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According to the National Agricultural Statistics 

Service in New York, there were 5.5 days suitable for 

fieldwork for the week ending Sunday; August 2nd, 

2020. Topsoil moisture supplies were 18 percent very 

short, 30 percent short, 43 percent adequate, and 9 

percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies were 17 

percent very short, 23 percent short, 55 percent 

adequate, and 5 percent surplus. Pasture conditions 

ranged from 12 percent very poor, 14 percent poor, 33 

percent fair, 35 percent good, and 6 percent excellent. 

 

Soil Moisture for Week Ending August 2, 2020 
(in percent) 

Item Very 

Short 

Short Adequate Surplus 

TOPSOIL 18 30 43 9 

SUBSOIL 17 23 55 5 

 

Crop Conditions as of August 2, 2020 
(in percent) 

Item Very 

Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

BARLEY 1 10 18 39 32 

CORN 2 6 28 41 23 

HAY, ALFALFA 0 8 32 45 15 

HAY, OTHER 1 12 35 46 6 

OATS 1 4 24 51 20 

PASTURE AND 

RANGE 

12 14 33 35 6 

SOYBEANS 3 8 33 38 18 

WINTER 

WHEAT 

1 5 21 46 27 

 

        Crop Progress as of August 2, 2020 
(in percent) 

Item This 

Week 

Last 

Week 

Last 

Year 

5 Year 

Avg. 

BARLEY: HEADED 85 79 55 82 

BARLEY: HARVESTED 

FOR GRAIN 

38 26 24 32 

CABBAGE: 

HARVESTED 

18 13 16 15 

CORN: SILKING 54 33 N/A N/A 

CORN: DOUGH 5 N/A N/A N/A 

CORN AVERAGE 

HEIGHT: (IN.) 

71 60 N/A N/A 

HAY, ALFALFA: 

SECOND CUTTING 

74 61 68 74 

HAY, ALFALFA: THIRD 

CUTTING 

16 <5 N/A N/A 

HAY, OTHER: SECOND 

CUTTING 

66 50 61 63 

HAY, OTHER: THIRD 

CUTTING 

11 5 N/A N/A 

OATS: HEADED 94 82 75 N/A 

OATS: HARVESTED 

FOR GRAIN 

18 9 <5 18 

POTATOES: 

HARVESTED 

7 6 N/A N/A 

SNAP BEANS: 

PLANTED 

97 91 90 N/A 

SNAP BEANS: 

HARVESTED 

9 <5 N/A N/A 

SOYBEANS: 

BLOOMING 

57 45 28 50 

SOYBEANS: SETTING 

PODS 

36 23 N/A N/A 

SWEET CORN: 

HARVESTED 

28 18 12 16 

WINTER WHEAT: 

HARVESTED FOR 

GRAIN 

78 63 48 74 

 

For a complete nationwide weekly weather and crop bulletin, please visit www.usda.gov/oce/weather and click on 

“Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin.” 

 

United States Department of Agriculture 

National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Crop Progress & Condition 
 
Donnie Fike, State Statistician      10B Airline Drive, Albany, NY 12235                        Phone: 518-457-5570   Fax: 855-270-2719 
 

 
 
 
 

New York 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/ny
mailto:nassrfoner@usda.gov
http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/
http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Weekly/Wwcb/index.htm


 

 

 August 2, 2020 New York Weekly Weather Summary 

 

 Air Temperature Last Week Precipitation 

Station Max Min Avg Norm DFN 

One 

Week 

Rain 

Days DFN 

Four 

Weeks 

Four 

Weeks 

DFN 

WESTERN PLATEAU           

Alfred 84 59 71.5 68.17 3.33 0.63 4 -0.23 3.95 0.48 

Corning 83.7 56.5 70.08 65.7 4.37 0.02 1 -0.7 2.45 -0.8 

Franklinville 82.6 67 74.8 66.4 8.36 0.35 1 -0.38 5.95 2.09 

Jamestown 4 Ene 83.7 60.1 71.93 67.8 4.13 0.66 3 -0.48 7.24 2.8 

Olean 83 60 71.5 N/A N/A 0.56 3 -0.29 4.34 0.58 

Binghamton (Greater  Ap) 84.4 63.4 73.93 68.86 5.07 0.38 4 -0.45 2.24 -1.09 

Extreme/Average 83.6 61 72.29 67.39 5.05 0.43 4 -0.42 4.36 0.68 

EASTERN PLATEAU           

Boonville 4 Ssw 79.8 60.8 70.3 65.49 4.78 0.12 1 -0.59 3.96 0.31 

Cooperstown 83.8 59.7 71.75 67.63 4.12 0.22 3 -0.61 3.2 -0.31 

Ithaca 13 E 81.7 56.9 69.29 66.86 2.43 0.52 4 -0.1 3.65 0.31 

Buskirk 87.9 60.4 74.14 N/A N/A 0.85 2 N/A 3.32 N/A 

Perrysburg 81.7 62.5 72.08 N/A N/A 0.21 1 -0.75 4.34 0.56 

Mecklenburg 4Sw 83.1 57.3 70.21 66.94 3.27 0.42 5 -0.42 3.31 -0.16 

Waverly 93 60.5 76.75 70.43 6.27 0.21 2 -0.25 1.62 -0.81 

Centerport 90.3 70.9 80.57 74.07 6.5 1.03 2 0.11 3.61 -0.06 

Walton 2 83.5 55.5 69.5 65.96 3.55 1.4 3 0.71 4.07 0.46 

Extreme/Average 85 60.5 72.73 68.2 4.42 0.55 5 -0.24 3.45 0.04 

NORTHERN PLATEAU           

Highmarket 79.4 54.4 66.93 N/A N/A 0.4 3 -0.64 3.99 -0.14 

Lowville 83.7 61.3 72.5 67.14 5.33 N/A 0 -0.72 3.01 -0.12 

Indian Lake 2Sw 80 55.6 67.79 63.89 3.9 0.25 2 -0.65 2.02 -1.46 

Newcomb 82.6 58.2 70.4 64.31 6.02 N/A 0 -0.7 2.04 -1.37 

Plattsburgh International Airport 84.6 63 73.79 69.36 4.43 1.41 4 N/A 3.76 N/A 

Auburn 82.6 63.9 73.21 70.41 2.8 1.15 2 0.24 8.15 4.38 

Extreme/Average 82.1 59.4 70.77 67.02 4.5 0.8 4 -0.49 3.83 0.26 

COASTAL           

Carmel 4N 85.9 65.7 75.79 70.37 5.41 0.15 2 -0.98 3.92 -0.48 

Montgomery Orange County Ap 88 63 75.5 71.94 3.56 0.34 4 -0.66 2.96 -0.36 

Westhampton Gabreski Ap 89.8 68.5 79.12 71.54 7.55 0 0 -0.43 0.13 -2.85 

Extreme/Average 87.9 65.7 76.8 71.28 5.51 0.16 4 -0.69 2.34 -1.23 

HUDSON VALLEY           

Syracuse Hancock Intl Ap 86.4 65.6 76 71.36 4.64 1.11 5 0.27 5.47 2.04 

Albany International Airport 84.7 62.3 73.5 71.93 1.57 0.42 4 -0.5 2.68 -1.06 

Alcove Dam 85.7 62.3 74 69.37 4.63 0.23 1 -0.57 2.13 -1.21 

Cobleskill 2 Ese N/A N/A N/A 68.23 N/A 0.36 2 -0.45 3.35 -0.54 

Gloversville 7Nw   (Peck Lake) 80.1 56.9 68.5 N/A N/A 1.8 2 N/A 6.72 N/A 

Whitney Point Dam 85.1 59.1 72.14 68.77 3.37 0.85 4 N/A 3.59 N/A 

East Jewett 82 55 68.5 65.09 3.41 0.68 4 -0.29 2.12 -1.77 

Laguardia Airport 92 77.9 84.93 77.74 7.19 0.57 2 -0.53 4.38 0.2 

Sara New York 91 62.7 76.83 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 



  

  

 Air Temperature Last Week Precipitation 

Station Max Min Avg Norm DFN 

One 

Week 

Rain 

Days DFN 

Four 

Weeks 

Four 

Weeks 

DFN 

Shrub Oak 90.1 64.9 77.5 N/A N/A 0.09 1 N/A 4.79 N/A 

Extreme/Average 86.34 63.0 74.7 70.36 4.14 0.68 5 -0.35 3.91 -0.39 

MOHAWK VALLEY           

Glens Falls Airport 86.4 59.9 73.14 68.87 4.27 0.26 2 -0.69 2.82 -0.92 

Extreme/Average 86.4 59.9 73.14 68.87 4.27 0.26 2 -0.69 2.82 -0.92 

ST. LAWRENCE VALLEY           

Gouverneur 3 Nw 84.7 61.1 72.93 67.57 5.36 1.13 2 0.32 3.57 0.56 

Massena Intl Ap 85 62.6 73.79 68.76 5.03 2.93 4 2.1 4.17 0.94 

Ogdensburg 4 Ne 85.6 66.4 76 70.51 5.42 0.29 3 -0.05 0.51 -0.6 

Malone 83.4 62.9 73.14 67.39 5.76 1.38 3 0.4 3.02 -0.85 

Extreme/Average 84.7 63.2 73.97 68.56 5.39 1.43 4 0.69 2.82 0.01 

GREAT LAKES           

Watertown Ap 84.3 64.3 74.29 68.87 5.41 0.92 2 0.25 2.43 0.31 

Avon 83.4 61.6 72.5 70.26 2.24 0.95 3 0.08 4.75 1.58 

Canandaigua 3 S 84.7 64.3 74.5 71.47 3.03 1.49 3 0.61 3.91 0.44 

Geneva Research Farm 81.6 64.4 73 70.4 2.6 1.59 4 0.76 5.39 2.2 

Warsaw 6 Sw 79.2 61.6 70.4 66.59 3.8 1.01 1 0.22 5.58 1.86 

Emmons 83.4 58.8 71.1 66.96 4.12 0.5 2 -0.16 2.64 -0.93 

Hornell Almond Dam 84 58 71 N/A N/A 0.56 3 -0.35 5.36 1.72 

Extreme/Average 82.9 61.9 72.4 69.09 3.53 1 4 0.2 4.29 1.03 

CENTRAL LAKES           

Tupper Lake Sunmount 82.9 59.4 71.14 65.13 6.01 0.1 2 -1 2.74 -1.33 

Buffalo Niagara Intl 84.4 68 76.21 71.13 5.09 0.51 4 -0.3 3.71 0.75 

Colden 1W 79.1 61 70.07 68.3 1.77 1.2 3 0.04 5.89 1.71 

Dansville Municipal Ap 86.4 63.6 75 70.74 4.26 1.24 3 0.47 4.02 0.69 

Rochester Greater Int'L 84 64.3 74.14 70.83 3.31 0.4 4 -0.41 5.54 2.48 

Youngstown 2 Ne N/A N/A N/A 71.91 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Fulton Oswego County Ap 86 63.1 74.57 69.21 5.36 0.23 3 -0.47 3.71 0.39 

Sherburne 84.4 58.7 71.57 67.79 3.79 0.31 4 -0.55 4.25 0.79 

Elmira 88.6 59.6 74.07 69.67 4.4 0.67 5 -0.25 3.89 0.45 

Ithaca Cornell Univ 85.4 60.4 72.9 68.79 4.08 0.45 3 -0.15 4.28 1.07 

Extreme/Average 84.6 62 73.3 69.35 4.23 0.57 5 -0.29 4.23 0.78 

STATE TOTAL 84.4 61.5 72.95 68.69 4.39 0.69 4 -0.23 3.75 0.2 

 

DFN = Departure from normal. 

Weather summary provided by the Southern Regional Climate Center, https://climdata.srcc.lsu.edu. 



  

  

Online Opportunity To Tour Ardent Mill 

Ardent Mills would like to source New York wheat. Learn more. 

 
Video tour of Ardent Mill at ZOOM Meeting August 27, 2020. 

 
ALBANY — Ardent Mills is the largest flour mill east of the Mississippi. They would like to source 
New York wheat. This is an opportunity to learn about the mill. 

 Video tour of Ardent Mill 
 Introduction to the Food Safety Modernization Act 
 Wheat Quality Testing 
 Wheat Grading Standards 
 
Pre-Registration is REQUIRED online at www.tinyurl.com/OnlineArdentMillTour. 
 
You will receive an email with a link and passcode for the Ardent Tour and ALSO a link and 
passcode for a Practice Zoom.  The Practice Zoom will be on Monday August 24 between 
12:30 and 1:00 pm and again between 7:00 and 7:30 pm.  Connect to the Practice Zoom and 
say hello, ask questions, see how it all works. 

For info and questions, contact Aaron Gabriel, adg12@cornell.edu, 518-380-1496. 

–Cornell Cooperative Extension 

https://caahp.ccext.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=93
mailto:adg12@cornell.edu


  

  



 

 

 

  

CONTACT:   
Jola Szubielski |  

Jola.Szubielski@agriculture.ny.gov 
518-457-0752  
Dave Bullard 

Dave.Bullard@agriculture.ny.gov |  
315-728-4527 

STATEMENT BY NEW YORK STATE 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 

RICHARD A. BALL 
ON UNSOLICITED, MISLABELED 

PACKAGES OF SEEDS BEING SENT FROM 
CHINA  

“Our office has received questions from a few 
New Yorkers who have received unsolicited 
packages allegedly sent from China that are 
marked as containing jewelry but which actually 
contain plant seeds. Similar packages have 
been received in other states and the United 
States Department of Agriculture is 
investigating. People who receive seeds 
should not plant or handle the seeds. They 
should store them safely in a place children and 
pets cannot access and email USDA 
immediately at erich.l.glasgow@usda.gov for 
instructions. Seeds imported into the United 
States are rigorously tested to ensure quality 
and prevent introduction of invasive species, 
insects and diseases. We will continue to 
monitor this issue and will pass along guidance 
as it is received from USDA.” 
 
Unsolicited Seed Package Shipping 
Destinations  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
urges anyone who receives an unsolicited 
package of seeds to mail those seeds to the 
location listed below for your state. If more than 
one location is listed for your state, please select 
the location closest to your residence.   
 

 Instructions for Mailing Seed Packets: • Place 
the unopened seed packet and any packaging, 
including the mailing label in a mailing envelope. 
If the seed packets are open, first place the 
seeds and their packaging into a zip-lock bag, 
seal it, and then place everything into a mailing 
envelope.  • Please include your name, address, 
and phone number so that a State or Federal 
agriculture official can contact you for additional 
information, if needed.  • In some cases, you 
may also submit your information online. 
Instructions are provided below if that is an 
option in your state.  
  
If you are unable to mail the package to the 
location below, please contact your APHIS 
State plant health director, Eddie Chen, USDA, 
APHIS, PPQ  
500 New Karner Road, 2nd Floor  
Albany, NY 12205  
Phone: (518) 218-7510  
Fax: (518) 218-7518  
Email: Edward.Chen@usda.gov to arrange a 
no-contact pick up or to determine a convenient 
drop-off location.   
 
Mail package to: 
New York  USDA APHIS PPQ JFK Plant Inspection 
Station Attn: Supervisor Erich Glasgow 230-59 
Rockaway Boulevard Building C, Suite 100, Room 
109 Springfield Gardens, New York 11413 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 

 

mailto:Jola.Szubielski@agriculture.ny.gov
mailto:Dave.Bullard@agriculture.ny.gov
mailto:erich.l.glasgow@usda.gov
mailto:Edward.Chen@usda.gov


  

  

Spotted Wing Drosophila 
Genus species: Drosophila suzukii 

 
Growers: Talk to your local CCE agent about 
monitoring SWD. If adult SWD are present on 
your farm, manage them aggressively. 
Aggressive management entails: 
 
1. Excellent sanitation will reduce SWD 

populations. Fruit should be harvested 
frequently and completely to prevent the 
buildup of ripe and over-ripe fruit. 
Unmarketable fruit should be removed from 
the field and either frozen, “baked” in clear 
plastic bags placed in the sun, or disposed 
of in bags off-site. This will kill larvae, 
remove them from your crop, and prevent 
them from emerging as adults. 

2. Canopy and water management will make 
the environment less favorable. Prune to 
maintain an open canopy, increase sunlight 
and reduce humidity. This will make 
plantings less attractive to SWD and will 
improve spray coverage. Repair leaking drip 
lines and avoid overhead irrigation when 
possible. Allow the ground and mulch 
surface to dry before irrigating. 

3. Insecticide sprays will kill SWD adults 
and thereby reduce egg laying: Insecticide 
treatments should begin when either 
regional monitoring alerts about the first 
SWD trap catch or when highly susceptible 
fruit crops begin to ripen. Treatments should 
be applied at least every seven days and 
repeated in the event of rain. Choose the 
most effective insecticides with pre harvest 
intervals that work for your picking schedule. 
Rotate insecticides according to their modes 
of action. 

 
Quick reference guides: 

 SWD insecticides for berries: 
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/fruit/pdfs/sw
d/berry-insecticides.pdf 
 

 SWD insecticides for stone fruits and 
grapes: 

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/fruit/pdfs/sw
d/treefruit-grape-insecticides.pdf 
 

 SWD insecticides for treating dropped 
fruit: 
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/fruit/pdfs/sw
d/drop-cull-insecticides.pdf 

 
Check the Cornell Guidelines: 
https://cropandpestguides.cce.cornell.edu/ 
for the latest list of approved pesticides. Special 
needs labels are being sought for NY berries. 
Always read and follow the pesticide label 
instructions. 
 
4. Regular fruit sampling: At least 100 fruit per 

block per harvest should be observed for 
infestation. Talk to your local CCE agent 
about a monitoring program. Fruit can be 
inspected for evidence of larval feeding. 
Small holes in berries where the eggs were 
laid may leak juice when the berry is gently 
squeezed; this is especially diagnostic on 
blueberry. Infested red raspberry fruit may 
leave a red juice stain on the berry receptacle 
when the fruit is picked. Fruit with small 
indents or bruises where the berry surface 
appears to have flattened or deflated may be 
damaged. A salt floatation method, 
immersing fruit in a solution of 1 Tbsp. (14.8 
cc) table salt per 1 cup (236.6 ml) water, may 
cause larvae to float to surface. At least 100 
fruit per block per harvest should be observed 
for infestation. Suggested methods were 
adapted for NY growers in Guidelines for 
Checking Fruit for SWD Larvae in the Field: 

https://cpb-us-
e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/
0/7265/files/2017/01/SaltFloatation-
2kmt284.pdf 

5. Cool berries immediately: Chilling berries 
immediately after harvest to 32o – 33o F will 
slow or stop the development of larvae and 
eggs in the fruit. U-Pick customers should be 
encouraged to follow this strategy to improve 
fruit quality at home. 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

6+ acres for lease for organic cultivation. Must have ag exemption. Call 607 483-8758 between 10:30 AM and 
5:00 PM, M – F.  
 
Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-$25/acre based 
on number of acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 


