
 

By Sabrina DeRue, 4-H Program Manager and Camp Director 

Due to COVID-19, 4-H Camp Wabasso did not open for residential or day 
camps this summer. We know how sad that is for our campers, so we 
brought/are bringing camp to them! 

The 4-H Camp Wabasso Adventure at Home Program is a “camp in a box” 
style program where campers that sign up are delivered a box of activities 
to their home. Each box contains over 10 hours of hands-on camp 
activities! Step-by-step instructions are included so youth can complete 
every activity completely on their own. Or youth can join us on Zoom to 
complete the activities in a fun, online camp environment.  

There are three themed boxes that were offered this summer. Each themed 
box had two components that were the same: a camp t-shirt and tie-dye kit 
and a s’mores kit, because what’s camp without tie-dye and s’mores? The 
first box was the Outdoor Adventures Box; activities included build your 
own compass and learn how to use a compass, build a pizza box solar oven, 
knot tying, friendship bracelets, and more. The virtual programming for the 
Outdoor Adventures Box was from July 13 – July 24 and there were 210 
participants altogether. The second box was the Nature Exploration Box; 
activities included learn tracking, bug collecting and identification, bird 
identification, boondoggle, and more. The virtual programming for the 
Nature Exploration Box runs from July 27 – August 7 and there are 146 participants. The third and final box is 
the Tech Camp Box; activities include building an art bot, making a robotic hand, circuitry, making bead 
animals, and more. The virtual programming for the Tech Camp Box runs from August 10 – August 21 and 
there are 145 participants. Registration is still open for the final round, so we expect numbers to be higher.  
The total participation in the 4-H Camp Wabasso Adventure at Home Program is over 500 campers at this 
time!  

There was a cost of $50 per box per youth to cover the cost of materials and shipping. We were very 
fortunate to be able to offer this program free through our 21st Century Learning Grant and through our 
Comprehensive Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention (CAPP) grant. We are also very grateful that we received 
scholarship donations for this program from the Northern New York Community Foundation, Theresa Rotary, 
Theresa Progress Group, and Fort Drum Military Spouses Club to help us provide this program to families 
that might not otherwise be able to participate. We also are very grateful that the Jefferson County Youth 
Bureau and DSS supported our program by providing recreational scholarships for the program to families in 
need. Thank you all for your continued support!  

4-H Camp Wabasso Partners with WPBS on CAMP TV! 

CAMP TV is a new, innovative TV program that WPBS launched on July 13th. It is a program where camps 
across the state put together clips of different activities, and PBS merges them together to make hour-long 
episodes. The show is being broadcast throughout the state and throughout the country. The episodes air 
weekdays at 11:30 AM on PBS (local channel 16.1) until August 7th.  
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4-H Camp Wabasso is partnering with our local WPBS station to provide content for this exciting program! 
Camp Director Sabrina DeRue put together 3, 6-minute video clips of activities at Camp that will be part of 
the program. The first clip she put together was on Campfire Treats- viewers will learn how to make campfire 
banana boats and campfire baked apples. The second clip was a guided hike on the trails at 4-H Camp 
Wabasso looking for signs of wildlife. The third was called “Tie-Dye with a Twist,” viewers will learn how to 
tie-dye using vegetables such as onion and cabbage.  

4-H Camp Wabasso is very grateful for this opportunity, and looks forward to continuing to work with WPBS! 


