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CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a new group on facebook!  
Join our group today at:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/ 
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"Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities” 

We need your help!  We are trying to update our database to better serve 
you, Please email Linda Wightman LW343@cornell.edu with your contact 
information, Thank YOU! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCEoneidacountyAgriculture/


 Agriculture:  Agricultural District #4 Eight Year Review,  
   Augusta, Vernon and Verona 
 Oneida County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board will be 
wrapping up its required eight-year review of the New York State 
Certified Agricultural District #4. At this time, properties can apply for 
inclusion into the District or be removed by written request. Oneida 
County’s Agricultural District #4 includes properties within the Towns of 
Augusta, Vernon and Verona.  
 Residents who previously had their land in a State Certified 
Agricultural District received a letter and application for renewal. New 
owners of properties that were listed in the District also received the 
same information. New owners must return their application in order to 
continue to be included in a New York State Certified Agricultural District. 
Inclusion into a State Certified Agricultural District affords additional 
protections for farm operations under Article 25-AA of the Agriculture and 
Markets Law. This is a voluntary program and applications should be sent 
to Oneida County Planning Department, 321 Main Street, Utica, NY 
13501. Applications can be downloaded athttps://tinyurl.com/y77hzxvw 
 The Oneida County Farmland Protection Board is vitally interested 
in furthering the Agricultural District Program and maintaining it as a 
viable part of the agricultural scene in Oneida County. 
 For more information contact Remi Link Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Oneida at 315-736-3394 ext 111 or rl368@cornell.edu or Guy 
Sassaman Oneida County Department of Planning at 315-798-5710.  

Update on COVID 19 Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 
Loan Forgiveness 
PPP loan forgiveness has been a moving target, because of this it has been 
prudent to take a wait and see approach before applying for forgiveness, 
especially if you didn’t meet the original conditions to have your loan 100% 
forgiven (use PPP funds within 8 weeks, 75% for payroll and 25% rent, utili-
ties and mortgage interest). 
The Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act of 2020, which became law 
on June 5th, made achieving 100% loan forgiveness much more accessible 
to businesses. It might make the PPP worth another look if you did not feel 
you could meet the original terms. It extended the covered period of loan 
forgiveness from 8 weeks to 24 weeks after the date of loan disbursement.  
Businesses with PPP funds can opt to use the 8-week period or spend the 
funds over a 24-week period. The Act also reduced the forgivable amount 
that needed to be used for payroll to 60% of the loan (from 75%). This in-
creases the forgivable amount that can be used for other allowable non-
payroll purposes (rent, utilities, and mortgage interest) from 25% to 40%. 
SBA has a new forgiveness application available. 
Even if you spend your PPP loan within the appropriate time frame and with-
in the allowable percentages, there are some things that could reduce the 
amount of the loan that is forgiven.  
(1) If you received and EIDL Advance, your loan forgiveness will be reduced 
by that amount. 
(2) In general, a reduction in full-time equivalent (FTE) employees during 
the covered period or the alternative payroll covered period also reduces the 
loan forgiveness amount by the same percentage as the percentage reduc-
tion in FTE employees. 
To review the full document with examples visit the CCE Oneida website 
http://cceoneida.com/resources/farm-reliance-during-covid-19 
For EZ-PPP Loan Forgiveness application and instructions. 

mailto:rl368@cornell.edu
http://cceoneida.com/resources/farm-reliance-during-covid-19


Courage is Complex but Doable 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

Farm Flash is available in full color on our website  
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

 

 Courage is important, whether we realize it or not, we all have it. 
The ability to overcome things we thought we couldn’t.  I know that 
everyone is afraid of something or someone, the difference is how we 
deal with that fear. 
 I can’t think of any group of individuals beside the front-line 
responders, who have received such an outpouring of well-deserved 
praise and attention for their courage over the past few months. But, 
what about our Agricultural producers?  
 Yes, courage means to be brave, and not to be scared, however, 
I say we can be scared and brave at the same time.   
It is moments like now as we face being scared that lends us the 
opportunity to choose what you are going to do with that fear. I know I 
have acknowledged my feelings of fear and this has allowed me to shift 
my focus to what can I do.  
 Our producers have shown what they can do. They continue to 
work, despite the challenge of having to follow a multitude of new rules, 
regulations, and safety plan requirements, they are courageous and they 
are getting the job done! 
 What happens if a day comes and I do not feel brave and have 
lost my courage to face an issue? What can I do then? 
You reach out to those that care for you. Start the conversation. Find 
support through prevention lifeline, 1-800-273-8255 or 1-800-691-4336. 
You can acknowledge your fear and find the courage, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2lhb9IaRK8  

Farmer Tribute Fund to Cover COVID-related Healthcare Costs 
If you are a farm owner or farmworker who needs help with COVID-19 
related healthcare costs, the New York Center for Agricultural Medicine 
and Help is able to financially support you. The maximum support they 
will provide is $1,000 and will be delivered on a first-come-first-served 
basis. Please contact Kathy Smith 607-547-6023 ext. 2206;  
kathleen.smith@bassett.org for more information.  

We have 11  full Tunis ram lambs for sale.  They were born Feb, March 
2020.  All are able to be registered.  We are located in Rome, NY The 
Breeding Ram in the picture is the father and  is NOT for sale.  
We are asking $125 per lamb at this time.  Please contact Valerie  
315-571-8187 if you are interested or have any questions.   

Can Farm Employers Require Employees to Wear Face Masks?   
https://tinyurl.com/ybhsfczb  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2lhb9IaRK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2lhb9IaRK8
https://el2.convertkit-mail.com/c/wvu4nxp2o0cgh8q7p6c7/dpheh0h7pz82l3/bWFpbHRvOmthdGhsZWVuLnNtaXRoQGJhc3NldHQub3Jn
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Stewards of the Land:  
Why Biodiversity is Important on Your Farm.  

by Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

SUNY Cobleskill’s Institute for Rural Vitality is seeking our help in 
an ongoing research project that is focused on developing an Online 
Farm Management certificate program taught in English & Spanish.   
follow the link below to a short survey to assess interest in such a program.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GHDYNJP 
It should not take more than 10 minutes of your time. Thank you in 
advance for your participation. Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
Dr. Sophie Ano, anost@cobleskill.edu. 

You Tube Video on Potato Leaf Hopper: 
If you’ve been following the weekly crop reports that arrive in your 
email or happen to catch an episode of I Farm Oneida’s Podcast series 
(you can find us on Spotify and SoundCloud, by the way.) you are well 
aware that Potato Leaf Hopper is a seasonal pest many of you have 
been dealing with.  As this summer unfolds and the warm, humid 
conditions continue, we are likely to continue to be challenged by this 
little green pest. Not only does it rob you of your forage yields but 
protein value of your homegrown forage can also take a hit. Check out 
this You Tube video from NY IPM to further educate yourself:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BIZYTq7Zec.  

 As farmers, we are the direct and indirect benefactor of countless 
organisms that thrive around us and throughout our land. Agriculture, if 
you see it or not, is intimately intertwined with our surrounding 
environment. The farm as an ecosystem can even become a deeper form 
of economic investment and play a vital role in the longevity of your 
farm. By building a triple bottom line of sustainability and hosting 
environmental stewardship, economic viability within long term 
Investment, and social equity, you make biodiversity a needed tool.  
 Focusing on the whole farm system, you can improve your land, 
create a healthy balance of predator-to-prey management system for 
pests, and integrate landscapes to mitigate flooding while reserving 
needed water during the dry seasons.  Beyond mitigation and land 
management, your markets can build on your farm through bio 
diversified land management systems creating new market avenues of 
passive and active farm production. 
 An emergent model of agriculture based on farming using 
biodiversity to lead - creates action gained traction and offers viable 
alternatives to dominant caustic systems that "fix" rapidly but not for the 
long term. It also develops techniques to manage invasive plants without 
damaging ecosystems and creates opportunities for new ventures and 
outputs of your land. 

It becomes your farm's journey rather than the destination. 
For more guidance on building biodiversity on your farm, contact the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County Office at 315 736 3394. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GHDYNJP
mailto:anost@cobleskill.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BIZYTq7Zec


Back to Basics: Herd Management Lessons from COVID-19 
                By Lindsay Ferlito, Betsy Hicks, and Margaret Quaassdorff  

C.C.E. Regional Dairy Specialists 

In response to these especially volatile times, producers have been faced with 
having to make rapid changes. These changes have led to some unintended 
consequences, many of which would often be considered positive in a typical 
dairy market. When producers take a step back to ensure they are doing the 
basics of herd management, it provides cows the best environment to be 
productive and healthy. Below are some reminders of best management 
practices, and stories of producers who implemented these strategies and saw 
positive results. 

 Cow Comfort 
Given that cows spend about 11-12 hours per day lying down, providing a 
properly designed and managed stall is one of the most significant factors 
impacting cow comfort and production. While deep-beds are usually 
considered the “gold standard” (reduced lameness, fewer injuries, higher lying 
times), other types of stalls can work really well with the right amount of 
bedding and management. Cows lay down longer with more, dry bedding, and 
lameness is reduced when there is at least 2 inches of bedding covering the 
stall surface. Maintaining stall hygiene and comfort is key to overall cow 
health and performance no matter what the circumstances.  

 Stocking Density 
When cows are too crowded, lying time is reduced, feeding rate increases, 
competitive interactions increase, and milk production and reproduction can 
suffer. While there are multiple research studies that show these negative 
impacts of overcrowding at the feedbunk and the stalls when stocking density 
gets above 115-120% and less than 24 inches of feed space, there is no 
perfect stocking density – this is a number that is herd and situation specific. 
What works on your herd is unique given your facilities and management, and 
it will vary depending on other factors, such as outside temperature, time 
spent out of the pen, feed management. Stocking density is something that 
should be continually evaluated, and you may be surprised that you’ve slowly 
crept up and are above an optimal level. Several producers have mentioned 
how they sold an extra 20, 50, or 100 cows and milk in the bulk tank actually 
went up.  

 Water Space 
When was the last time the linear water space was evaluated per cow in the 
high pen? Recommendations are for at least 4” of linear water space per head, 
but often pens have been crowded and cows on average have less than 2” of 
water space. One producer recently pulled out waterers that were not using 
the full length of crossovers, as he measured only about 2” per head, and put 
in waterers that fit the full length of the crossover, putting him closer to that 
4” per head. Within a week, the whole herd average increased about 4 pounds 
of milk. This is in agreement with research that has shown a linear milk 
response with increasing water space.  

 Diet Considerations 
High quality forage sources in lactating cow diets are always important, but 
become increasingly so when we raise the forage to concentrate ratio. This 
has been a strategy to reduce excess milk production, increase components, 
and contribute to overall rumen health, without threatening future production. 
Working with a nutritionist to properly balance and strategically feed a higher 
forage diet will also give producers a chance to uncover opportunities to save 
on diet and health costs, and set a plan for forage production and inventory 
goals in the future. Many producers have also taken this opportunity to work 
with their nutritionist to become more knowledgeable about the return on 
investment of feed additives, while focusing on a more efficient and profitable 
ration with better cow health and components.  
 



 Strategies for Feeding Milk to Calves 
Feeding an increased plane of nutrition to calves has long been 
recommended and studied by researchers at Cornell. The benefits include 
higher and more efficient growth rates early on that last throughout the 
cow’s productive life, as well as increased nutrient availability in times of 
cold stress (where nutrient requirements are increased for maintenance and 
growth) and for immunity response. The presence of excess milk production 
over what milk processors will pick up have given farms the chance not only 
to feed whole milk to calves, but the opportunity to keep calves on milk 
longer. Transition milk (the first four or five days post-calving) contains a 
high amount of growth factors that research says enhances health and long-
term performance of calves. Producers have experimented with extending 
milk feeding up to 60-90 days of age, which has reduced waste of excess 
milk, and showed noticeable improvements in calf growth and condition. 

 First Lactation Cows 
It is well recognized that heifers have different requirements than mature 
cows; in terms of growth, milk production and behavioral/social needs the 
first lactation heifer is a vastly different animal than a 3rd or 4th lactation 
cow. Herds that take the time to identify a strategy for making a separate 
plan for housing first lactation animals see results quickly, and often state 
they wish they had done it sooner. One producer, after figuring out how to 
manage lactating first calf heifers separately, saw pounds of milk at peak 
increase almost ten pounds and whole herd milk production increased 
almost five pounds. 

 Culling Strategies 
What does your optimal herd look like? We have seen farms experience 
disturbances in labor, and reduced milk pickup. This had led to farm 
managers to evaluate each cow before you invest in dry cow treatment, or 
another straw of semen/sync program. On the heifer side, determine how 
many replacements are needed, and whether each heifer has the potential 
to improve overall herd performance when she reaches the productive stage. 
Producers have improvements in overall herd performance when choosing to 
cull less productive and problem animals.   

 Farm Team Communication 
Communication between employees and the farm management team is 
important during the best of days, and especially during times of struggle or 
challenge. Writing protocols and organizing staff meetings are probably most 
farmers’ least favorite tasks, but they are critical to a smooth and 
successfully run farm business. Further, most dairies are required to have 
written protocols and continuing education training with their employees 
through programs like the FARM Program. Ensure your dairy has a detailed 
on-boarding process for new employees, up to date written protocols (in 
their language), and a plan to have staff meet regularly to not only address 
issues as they arise, but also to celebrate farms wins, contributing to a 
sense of farm culture and community. 

 Recognizing All Farm Options 
When thinking about making a change, only looking at one option is just 
that: a farm either makes a change or stays doing what they’re doing. 
Instead, producers should sit down and evaluate the problem or issue at 
hand, and identify a few ways to remedy that problem. Sitting down with a 
CCE farm management consultant to do a partial budget analysis on more 
than one option often gives clarity to what move is best. Today, a hard 
option to think through might be what it looks like not dairy farming, but in 
some instances that can be a valid scenario to work through. In the end, a 
change in operation should be the result of a decision-making process and 
not a knee-jerk response. CCE educators can help with the process.  



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Weather 
This has been a roller coaster season, we started with a record breaking 
cold spring, soils were dry and growers had good conditions for the 
planting of spring grains and hay seedings. Growers held off on planting 
corn and soybeans due to the low soil temperatures. Until this past 
weekend 7/11-7/12 it has been very dry, the majority of the county is 
rated abnormally dry with the Camden area rated as moderate drought.  
Most of the county received 2-3 inches of rain this weekend! 

Weekly rainfall (inches) Oneida County 2020 

Growing Degree Days (base50)  Oneida County 2020  



Corn   
Early planted corn on our silt loams have looked good all season. They 
are v7-v8 stage now and some fields will tassel soon. There were a few 
reports of army worm and cutworm this spring but since then very little 
damage from insects. There also have been no symptoms of disease. 
Late planted corn (late May to early June) has struggled because of the 
lack of a good root system and our extremely dry weather. Late planted 
fields and corn on coarse soils have shown moisture stress  for  2 
weeks. Corn pollination can be impacted by temperatures above 90F on 
drought stressed corn but it looks like we may avoid those conditions. 
Overall biomass ( silage yields) have been impacted by our extremely 
dry conditions. 
Soybeans 
Early planted soybeans (mid May) have also looked good all season and 
are in full flower at this time( 7-13-2020). Later planted soybeans (late 
May – early June) have struggled from the start under the extremely 
dry conditions. There was a little bean leaf beetle feeding in the early 
part of the season and grasshoppers and Japanese beetles are starting 
to be observed in fields now. Otherwise we are not seeing any 
significant insect damage or disease.  Late planted soybeans are 
stunted and yield has been impacted by our extremely dry conditions. 
Wheat 
Combines are parked by local wheat fields now (7/13). Kernels have 
hardened up the last week but the humidity has been very high. 
Growers are awaiting  supportive weather to start harvesting. The 
weather we had this season should produce better than average yields 
this year. We also didn’t have high humidity during wheat flowering 
which should reduce any significant fusarium infection. 
Hay 
We enjoyed great weather during first cut, growers even made dry hay. 
Yields were less than average due to the cool spring weather. Growers 
started  taking 2nd cut about a week ago reporting lower than normal 
yields. The majority of alfalfa fields that I have scouted were over 
threshold for potato leaf hopper. The combination of dry weather and 
PLH has stunted local alfalfa fields impacting both quality and yield. CCE 
staff suggest that growers scout their alfalfa fields after harvest for PLH. 
It will be imperative to protect the crop to help support better yields. 
Meadow Fescue –Alfalfa Trials 2020 
Jerry Cherney performed some initial trials over the past six years 
evaluating the performance of many grass species in mixed swards with 
alfalfa. A key facet that was learned from these trials was that when 
grass exceeds 30% of the dry matter in the stand, both quality and 
yield start to decline. He determined that meadow fescues worked well 
in alfalfa mixes because they were not as competitive as the other 
species tested (allowing stands to remain at less than 30% grass for a 
longer period) and that they retained their quality longer as they 
matured. 
 Building upon these initial trials  Dr Debbie Cherney and Dr Jerry 
Cherney have planted a number of regional trials across NY to evaluate  
9 different species of meadow fescue planted at 3 seeding rates in 
replicated studies. One of these regional trials, is being hosted by Curtin 
Farm in Cassville. 
 “These regional trials are providing insight into alfalfa-grass 
combinations that can increase forage fiber digestibility enough to  



significantly increase milk income using balanced rations,” Debbie J.R. 
Cherney said. “Many of the European meadow fescue varieties we are 
evaluating were developed in harsher environments than those in New 
York, so they should overwinter successfully here, but we need to 
evaluate the opportunity for yield and quality and their competitiveness 
with alfalfa,” Jerry Cherney explained. 
 The U.S.-bred meadow fescue in the NNYADP trial showed the 
highest neutral detergent fiber digestibility of the 19 varieties trialed in 
2019. The seed supply of the variety known as Hidden Valley for the 
farm from which the variety has originated sold out almost immediately 
after it became available. The NNYADP trial data indicated that the 
Hidden Valley meadow fescue grew at the desired grass percentage in 
tandem with alfalfa. 
 Six farms in New York are participating in these forage research 
trials. In 2019, one farm harvested the trial plots twice, another farm 
harvested three times, and another participant harvested four times. A 
fourth farm successfully established a new seeding in 2019. Two 
additional farms joined the project in 2020, seeding trials with three 
new meadow fescue varieties released by a German seed company. 
Harvested samples are assayed for alfalfa-grass percentage and alfalfa 
and grass quality in terms of crude protein, lignin, and fiber; dry matter 
yield; and evaluated for the influence of soil type, drainage, fertilization, 
seeding rate, and harvesting schedule on crop quality. 
 Funding for the Northern New York Agricultural Development 
Program is supported by the New York State Legislature and 
administered by the New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets. Learn more at www.nnyagdev.org. 

What Do Soil Microbes Do? Ohio country journal 
Soil microbes are abundant, making nutrients available to plants. There 
are more soil microbes in a teaspoon of soil than there are people on 
earth. Most soil microbes exist under starvation conditions and are 
dormant, especially in tilled soils. There are 1,000-2,000 times more 
microbes near active live roots than tilled soil, and each microbe is a 
soluble bag of plant available fertilizer. Active roots supply 25-45% of 
their total root carbohydrates to feed the microbes. The plants feed the 
soil microbes sugars and the microbes supply the plant with amino 
acids, soil nutrients, and water. 
 Bacteria, actinomycetes, and protozoa tolerate soil disturbance 
and dominate in tilled soils. Fungi and nematode populations tend to 
dominate no-till soils with live plants. Recent research shows that 
humus originates mainly from the dead bodies of microbes stacked up 
in the soil. Good soil is just a graveyard for dead microbes! Long-term 
no-tilled soils or soil with continuous live plants have significantly higher 
microbes, more active carbon (sugars), and more soil organic matter 
(SOM) than conventional tilled soils. 
 Bacteria are the first microbes to digest new organic plant and 
animal residues in the soil. Bacteria typically have low carbon and high 
nitrogen (C:N ratio) content in their cells (3:1 C:N ratio, 10- 30% N). 
Under the right conditions of heat, moisture, and a food source; they 
can reproduce very quickly (in 30 minutes). Bacteria are generally less 
efficient (20 to 30%) at preserving carbon or SOM.  Soil oxygen levels 
often determine bacteria population levels.  Most soil bacteria prefer 
well oxygenated soils (aerobic bacteria) and use the oxygen to  

http://www.nnyagdev.org/
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decompose most carbon compounds. Examples of aerobic bacteria 
include the Aerobacter genus which is widely distributed in the soil and 
actinomycetes bacteria genus Streptomyces (antibiotics) which give soil 
its good “earthy” smell. Poor soil structure (compaction) creates 
anerobic (lack of oxygen) conditions for many disease organisms. 
Fungi consume cellulose and lignin, which is slower to decompose. The 
lignin content in plant residues determines how fast SOM will 
decompose. Mycorrhizal fungi live in the soil on the surface of or within 
plant roots. Mycorrhizal fungi are 1/10 the size of a root hair and may 
explore up to 20% of the soil volume compared to only 1% of the soil 
volume for a root hair. Fungi have a large surface area and transport 
mineral nutrients and water to feed the plants. Mycorrhizae fungi are a 
keystone microbe, vital to our ecosystem and human survival. 
 The fungus life cycle is more complex and longer than bacteria. 
Fungi are not as hardy as bacteria, requiring a more constant source of 
food. Fungi population levels tend to decline with conventional tillage, 
fallow soil, and high fertilizer usage. Fungi have a higher C:N ratio (10:1 
C:N ratio, 10% nitrogen) but are much more efficient at converting 
carbon to SOM (40 to 55% efficient). With high C:N organic residues, 
bacteria and fungus may compete with corn for soil nitrogen (N). 
Generally, soil microbes efficiently utilize soil N to decompose organic 
residues, and plant roots have to compete for that N. Soil microbes like 
protozoa and nematodes consume the microbes, releasing N back to the 
plants. 
Protozoa can reproduce in 6–8 hours while nematodes take from 3 days 
to 3 years (average of 30 days) to reproduce. After the protozoa and 
nematodes consume microbes (which are high in nitrogen), they release 
excess N in the form of ammonia. Ammonia (NH4+) can be converted 
to soil nitrates (NO3–) by bacteria. C:N ratios over 20 (high ligin, high 
carbon, low Nitrogen) tie up soil N while low C:N ratios release N.  The 
C:N ratio of most soils is 10-12:1 indicating the release of N back to the 
plants. 
 Adding a living cover crop to a no-till field increases active SOM 
(root exudates in the form of sugars, amino acids, and proteins) for the 
soil microbes to consume, increasing microbial populations. Healthy 
microbial populations thrive in undisturbed soils with active live roots, 
decomposing organic residues, slowly releasing soluble soil nutrients. 
Cover crops prevent the soluble nutrients from being lost through soil 
erosion, leaching, volatilization, or denitrification. Healthy microbial 
populations provide nutrient dense food, higher crop yields and recycle 
soluble soil nutrients, so that we have clean water to drink.   

One More Way to Seed Cover Crops During Harvest  
Posted in Seeding Practices  
Danville, Ohio, no-tiller Kevin Staats rigged his combine with a 34-foot 
boom, two hydraulic pumps and a Valmar air seeder to seed cover crops 
while harvesting. 
A No-Tiller from the eastern Corn Belt found a way to turn mere 
conversations about seeding cover crops during harvest into a reality. 
Kevin Staats, who no-tills 1,200 acres of corn and soybeans near 
Danville, Ohio, with his father Tom, just finished his first year of seeding 
cereal rye with a boom and small air seeder fastened to the back of his 
combine. 

https://www.covercropstrategies.com/topics/99-seeding-practices
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After seeding rye in mid-October across one third of his acres, it was 
greening up well a few weeks later. 
Staats says he gave this approach a try after hearing his neighbor, Bob 
Heffelfinger, talk about seeding cover crops during harvest, and reading 
accounts of small air seeders being fastened to the front of combines to 
seed covers like annual ryegrass. 
“I wanted to use a bigger hopper, so I mounted it on the back instead,” 
Staats says. “So far this year it’s working pretty well. I think we will do it 
again next year.” 

Self-Reliant 
In the Staatses’ project, Kevin started by purchasing a 28-bushel Valmar 
2055 granular applicator, an old hydraulic tank off another combine and 
a second hydraulic motor, and rigged them up so one motor runs the 
fans on the seeder and the other runs the metering system. 
Multitasker. Danville, Ohio, no-tillers Kevin and Tom Staats 
attached a Valmar 2055 granular applicator to the rear of their 
Case IH 7120 combine to seed cereal rye into corn or soybean 
stubble. 
He also found a shaft that turns at the right speed and mounted a 
sprocket to it, so the application system is chain driven. “It was very 
easy to put on,” Staats says. “It’s a completely self-contained hydraulic 
system, so if something went 
wrong with the combine we 
know it’s not because of 
something we did.” 
The Staatses then fastened a 
34-foot-wide folding boom to 
the rear of their Case IH 
7120 combine, which has a 
35-foot header, “so when 
we’re taking a 35-foot pass 
we’re spreading seed across 
the whole width,” Staats 
says. 
“The seeder applies the rye 
seed, and then the chaff 
coming out of the combine 
covers the seed to help it 
germinate. You take the unit 
off the combine by pulling 
one pin and uncoupling two 
hydraulic hoses and a wiring 
harness.” 
 



Easy Fit. Kevin and Tom Staats can remove the Gandy applicator 
from their combine by pulling one pin and uncoupling two 
hydraulic hoses and a wiring harness. 
Right Rate 
Additionally, the Staatses are running the air seeder through their Ag 
Leader Integra monitor so they can put down a rate of 1-2 bushels per 
acre of seed, depending on individual field conditions. 
“If we’re going across a hillside or field where we have a low spot that 
is susceptible to washouts, we hit the second rate for 1½ bushels. We 
can do everything from the cab,” Kevin says. “Once we got it going it 
was so easy, and the worst part was filling it up.” 
The terrain on his farm is fairly hilly and that’s the main reason Staats 
is seeding cover crops. The Staatses plan to harvest 20 acres of cereal 
rye in July or August for their own seed, and will terminate the rest 
ahead of corn planting in late April. 
They may also mix in some radishes with the cereal rye, on advice from 
their seed consultant, Lance Weaver of Howard, Ohio-based Seed 
Consultants. 
“Whatever cover crop grows fast and has good root structure is what 
we’re after,” Staats says. 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 
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