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As the berry season continues, 

be sure to check out 
fingerlakesfarmcountry.com  
to search for U-pick growers, 
events, farmers markets, and 

other local agriculture 
products near you! 

  



 
 

 

USDA to Forecast Fruit Production 
Survey will collect information about acreage, 

projected production 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) will conduct a forecast survey 
for 2020 tree fruit (apples and peaches) and cranberry 
production during August, 2020. The survey will collect 
information about acreage and projected production from 
more than 1,000 growers in the Northeastern region of the 
United States. (photo by taylomango7, Creative 
Commons/flickr.com) 

 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) will conduct a forecast survey 
for 2020 tree fruit (apples and peaches) and 
cranberry production during August, 2020. The 
survey will collect information about acreage 
and projected production from more than 1,000 
growers in the Northeastern region of the United 
States. 
 
“The information from these surveys directly 

impacts our regions’ fruit growers by providing a 
forecast of fruit production in the Northeast,” 
said Kevin Pautler, deputy director of the NASS, 
Northeastern Regional Field Office. “Growers 
can use the survey results when making 
business plans and marketing decisions. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) relies on 
the average yields to administer farm programs. 
Cooperative Extension uses the data to provide 
needed outreach and education, and State 
Departments and Agencies of Agriculture use 
the information to aid growers.” 
 
In these surveys, NASS asks participants to 
answer a variety of questions about apples, 
peaches and cranberries, depending on the 
state and version of the questionnaire. For their 
convenience, survey participants have the 
option to respond online. As with all NASS 
surveys, information provided by respondents is 
confidential by law. NASS safeguards the 
confidentiality of all responses and publishes 
only State and National level data, ensuring that 
no individual producer or operation can be 
identified. 
 
NASS will compile, analyze, and publish survey 
results in the August 12th, 2020 Crop 
Production report. All previous publications are 
available online at 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications. For 
more information on NASS surveys and reports, 
call the NASS Northeastern Regional Field 
Office at (800) 498-1518. 
 

–USDA, NASS 
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Dairy Cattle Heat Stress Webinar 
Planned for July 21st and 22nd, 2020 in 

English and Spanish 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialists Discuss 
Key Considerations for Caring for Cattle in the Heat 

with this Free Online Learning Opportunity 

By Alycia Drwencke, Dairy Management 
Specialist, with the SWNY Dairy, Livestock, 

and Field Crops Program 

 
NEW YORK (July 14th, 2020) – Cornell 
Cooperative Extension’s Southwest and 
Northwest New York Dairy, Livestock, and Field 
Crops Programs, with Cornell PRO-DAIRY, would 
like to invite dairy producers and employees 
across the state to join a free webinar focused on 
heat stress in dairy cattle. This virtual learning 
opportunity will be offered in English on Tuesday, 
July 21st and in Spanish on Wednesday, July 22nd. 
Both will be held at 12:30pm 
 
The recent heat wave has been felt by humans 
and cows alike. Heat stress is an important 
management consideration for the health, 
profitability, and efficiency of a herd. The 
upcoming webinars will share information on key 
indicators of heat stress in dairy cattle and 
strategies dairy producers can use on their farms 
to mitigate its effects. 
 
The English speaking webinar will be led by Alycia 
Drwencke and Margaret Quaassdorff, both Dairy 
Management Specialists with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. The Spanish speaking webinar will be 
led by Libby Eiholzer, Bilingual Dairy Specialist 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension. Both 
webinars will be moderated by Kathy Barrett, with 
the Cornell PRO-DAIRY program. 
 
For more information about the heat stress 
webinars, contact Alycia Drwencke, Dairy 
Management Specialist, at 517-416-0386 or 
amd453@cornell.edu. No registration is needed. 
To join the English webinar visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/ycqa8w35. For the Spanish 
webinar visit: https://tinyurl.com/yd7o9edg. 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Southwest New 
York Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops Program 
specialists are here to help provide research-
based resources and support during this 
challenging time. Their team of four specialists 
includes Katelyn Walley-Stoll, Farm Business 

Management (716-640-0522 or 
kaw249@cornell.edu); Joshua Putman, Field 
Crops (716-490-5572 or jap472@cornell.edu); 
Alycia Drwencke, Dairy Management (517-416-
0386 or amd453@cornell.edu); and Amy Barkley, 
Livestock Management (716-640-0844 or 
amb544@cornell.edu). While specialists are 
working remotely at this time, they are still offering 
consultations via phone, text, email, 
videoconferencing, and mail along with socially 
distanced site visits. They are also providing 
weekly updates with timely resources and 
connections via email and hardcopy and virtual 
programming. For more information, or to be 
added to their notification list, contact Katelyn 
Walley-Stoll, Team Leader, at 716-640-0522, 
kaw249@cornell.edu or visit their website 
swnydlfc.cornell.edu.  
 
The Southwest New York Dairy, Livestock, and 
Field Crops Program is the newest Cornell 
Cooperative Extension regional program and 
covers Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, 
and Steuben Counties. The Southwest New York 
Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops regional 
specialists work with Cornell faculty and Extension 
educators to address the issues that influence the 
agricultural industry in New York by offering 
educational programming and research based 
information to agricultural producers, growers, 
and agribusinesses in the Southwestern New 
York Region. Cornell Cooperative Extension is an 
employer and educator recognized for valuing 
AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with 
Disabilities and provides equal program and 
employment opportunities.  
 
If you would like more information about this topic, 
please contact Alycia Drwencke at 517-416-0386 
or amd453@cornell.edu. For more information 
about Cornell Cooperative Extension, contact 
your county’s Association Executive Director. 
Allegany County – Laura Hunsberger, 
lkh47@cornell.edu or 585-268-7644. 
Cattaraugus County – Dick Rivers, 
rer263@cornell.edu or 716-699-2377. 
Chautauqua County – Emily Reynolds, 
eck47@cornell.edu or 716-664-9502. Erie 
County – Diane Held, dbh24@cornell.edu or 716-
652-5400. Steuben County – Tess McKinley, 
tsm223@cornell.edu, or 607-664-2301.  
 
 
 

mailto:amd453@cornell.edu
https://tinyurl.com/ycqa8w35
https://tinyurl.com/yd7o9edg


 
 

Spreading Dogbane – 
A problematic weed in SWNY 

Joshua Putman, Field Crops and Forage 
Specialist 

Southwest New York Dairy, Livestock and 
Field Crops Program 

July 6, 2020 

 
 

Josh Putman, Field Crops Specialist with the 
SWNY Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops 
program recently ran across a plant in a hay 
field that had not been worked for a few years 
and was very difficult to identify. Pictures of 
the weed were sent to Cornell's Weed 
Ecology and Management Laboratory and 
correctly identified. Spreading 
dogbane, Apocynum androsaemifolium, is in 
the same family as milkweeds and 
swallowworts, and the same genus as hemp 
dogbane. This perennial plant is found in 
open, dry areas and in disturbed 
habitats throughout New York and most of 
the US and Canada. 
 
Leaves: Leaves are oval, 4-6cm (around two 
inches long), with smooth edges and pinnate 
veination. They are arranged opposite each 
other on the branch. 
 
Mature Plant: 0.6m (2 feet) tall, although 
some sources say 2-5′, with branching 
reddish stems. Flowers are found at the ends 
of branches. 
Flowers/Fruit: Flowers are bell-shaped with 
5 petals that are fused to form the bell and 

then curl outwards. Flowers can be white as 
were seen in western NY, but can also be 
pink or white with pink striping. Fruit are a 
long, narrow pod up to 11cm (over 4 inches) 
long; each flower produces two seed pods. 
Inside the pods are many small seeds with 
fluffy tufts, much like milkweed or 
swallowwort seeds. 
 
Toxicity: Dogbanes are reported to be toxic 
to livestock, containing a compound that 
interferes with heart function. This toxicity 
persists when the plant is dried as well as 
when fresh. There is no specific information 
on the toxicity of this species to livestock. 
 
Management: Management for this species 
in agricultural settings was sparse; most 
resources discussed it in the context of a 
native wildflower/shrub. In blueberry fields, 
nicosulfuron mixed with surfactant 
suppressed spreading dogbane (>60%), and 
dicamba spot sprays were over 80% 
effective. Glyphosate spot sprays worked 
better than hand pulling, and wiping with 
glyphosate was also effective (Wu and Boyd, 
2012). In and early experiment from the 
1940s, dogbane was partially suceptible to 
2,4 D (Egler 1947). In a forest setting, aerial 
application of glyphosate did not control 
spreading dogbane (Pitt et al 2000). An 
article from 1947 looking at impacts of 2,4D 
on vegetation in CT says for spreading 
dogbane "partially susceptible in early spring. 
A .50 % solution in mid-June proved 
effective. A second spraying for new shoots 
from underground roots may be necessary." 
A follow up study said 2,4 D mixed with 2,4,5 
T was even better, with no regrowth, but I 
don't know if that's a current pesticide or not. 
It was not removed by an aerial spray of 
glyphosate from jack pine plantations in a 
2000 paper. 
 
References for the article can be found at: 
https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/ 

 
 
 
 

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/apocynum/androsaemifolium/?pile=non-alternate-remaining-non-monocots
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/apocynum/androsaemifolium/?pile=non-alternate-remaining-non-monocots
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/apocynum/cannabinum/?pile=non-alternate-remaining-non-monocots
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/apocynum/cannabinum/?pile=non-alternate-remaining-non-monocots
http://newyork.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=123
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=APAN2
https://swnydlfc.cce.cornell.edu/


 

Ecological Control of Pasture Flies 
Amy Barkley, Livestock Specialist 

Southwest New York Dairy, Livestock and 
Field Crops Program 

June 30, 2020 
 

Ecological Control of Pasture Flies 

Article written by: Fay Benson, Betsy Hicks, 
Janice Degni, Melanie Palmer, and  

Mary Kate Wheeler 

 

 

Farmers that raise animals know that June is 
when flies start to be a nuisance, and by July, 
if a control program is not in place, production 
losses occur. The information from this pasture 
walk will help farmers put a fly control program 
into place. 
 
Speaking at the pasture walk was Dr. Phil 
Kaufman, veterinary entomologist with Cornell 
University and Keith Waldron, NY Integrated 
Pest Management extension specialist.  This 
team has been working together to present this 
topic for a number of years. Throughout the 
presentation, they repeated the need to clean 
up around the farm. Two of the three most 
common flies affecting animals on pasture, 
face fly and horn fly, breed in undisturbed 
manure piles. The third, stable flies, breed in 
moist rotting organic material, like moist straw 
bedding, the base of big bales stored on the 
ground, and poorly composted grass clippings. 
 
Dr. Kaufman stressed the importance of 
managing fly control ecologically since organic 
methods are not as effective against 
populations that are already out of control. 
Chemically, it takes large doses of chemicals 
and the results will be less and less successful 
as the flies become resistant to pesticides. By 
reducing breeding areas, populations will be 
decreased, reducing the need for insecticide 
use, which will improve the effectiveness of 
chemicals. 

1. Face fly, similar to house fly. 2. Horn fly, 1/2 
the size of face fly, wings held at 45 degrees. 

3. Stable fly, similar size to face fly, has a 
spear-like mouthpart. 4. Horse fly, usually the 

size of a quarter or larger. 
 

The following are ecological control methods 
and thresholds for when numbers of flies will 
affect production losses. 
 
Face flies, found (you guessed it) on the face, 
would become a problem at 10 flies on the face 
at one time. The female face fly is the most 
commonly seen. She is there to feed on the 
protein that is in the mucus around the eyes 
and nose, which she uses for reproduction. If 
there is not enough mucus, she pokes around 
the eyes, irritating them and causing them to 
tear, which is what the fly is after. This feeding 
behavior is how pink-eye is spread. 
 
Horn flies are found on the animal's back and 
belly areas. They become a problem when 
they reach 50 per side in dairy animals and 
100 per side in beef animals. Both sexes have 
biting mouthparts that they use to pierce the 
skin to obtain blood meals. You may notice 
horn flies billowing up from the backs of cows 
as they enter the barn, since horn flies do not 
like dark areas. A number of non-chemical 
traps have been designed to take advantage 
of this behavior. Both the face and horn fly 
females lay eggs on undisturbed cattle dung. 
Female horn flies wait by the tail head or lower 
rear of the animal to await dung deposition so 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/scnydairyandfieldcrops/files/2020/06/flies.jpg


 
 

that they can lay their eggs on the dung within 
seconds of it landing on the ground. 
 
Both of these flies affect only animals on 
pasture and are outdoor insects. Control of 
face flies is difficult if other animal owners in 
the area don't have a program in place, since 
the face fly females leave the host daily and 
can fly up to 5 miles to find animals the 
following day.  Because horn flies stay with the 
animals, their movement between herds is 
more restricted than face fly movement. 
 
The stable fly is a pest on pasture animals and 
will also attack animals in confinement. Found 
on the legs of cattle, they are considered to be 
an economic problem when there are an 
average of 10 or more flies per animal, 
counted on the legs of 15 animals. Like the 
horn fly, they are blood feeders. If you see your 
animals stomping or standing in water or 
muddy areas, it often means they are being 
bitten by stable flies. Ecological control of this 
pest requires cleaning up rotting organic 
material, such as silage left around the blower, 
calf hutches, or round bale feeders left in the 
same place for too long. 

Orkin's Fly Blocker Designed for horn flies and face flies. 
 
The group went out into Bill and Joanne's 
pasture to look at dung pats to see what 
interesting things we could find. Under the pats 
there were small holes that were made by a 
beetle that lays its eggs into dung balls and 
buries them in the ground. Dr. Kaufman said 
there were more than 125 different species 
that live part of their life cycle in the dung pat, 
of these, only three were considered pests. For 
this reason, he cautioned people not to disturb 

the manure pats as a way of controlling just the 
three pests. 
 
One question that most farmers came with 
was, "What are those yellow fuzzy flies that are 
seen on cattle dung early in the spring and 
then later again in the fall?" This year, there 
seems to be more of them than usual, one 
producer felt that it might be a harbinger of fly 
problems to come. It turns out that they are 
Yellow Dung flies, a predator that sits on the 
dung pat and waits for flies to come along and 
pounces on them to eat. Parasitic wasps and 
other non-pest flies were also discussed at the 
pasture walk. It was stressed that the parasitic 
wasps are an important part of a successful fly 
control program, but only in confined systems..  
 
The control program that was recommended 
was: 

1. Cleaning up breeding areas 
2. Identify pest, and know its life cycle 
3. Monitor numbers, keep track of 

thresholds 
4. Use organic chemical controls as last 

resort 
The earlier your program is in place, the more 
success it will have. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Springwater Agricultural Products 
8663 Strutt Street, Springwater NY 

585-315-1094 or 607-759-0405 

 
Crop Production Materials, Foliar Nutrition & Adjuvant Sales 

SeedWay, NK&WL, Seed Sales:  

Corn, Soybeans, Small Grains, Forage & Pasture Grasses 

Sun up until Sun down!  Dave & Penny 

Farm tested with farm-friendly prices. 

 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/scnydairyandfieldcrops/files/2020/06/fly-blocker.png


 

Heat Illness and Agriculture 
Dennis Murphy, PH.D. 

Nationwide Insurance Professor Emeritus 
Pennsylvania State University 

 

Farmers, because of the nature of their 
profession, spend a lot of time outdoors in 
all types of weather especially in summer 
heat and humidity when crop production is 
in full swing. But while the sun helps 
sustain crops, its intense heat can cause 
potentially life-threatening illnesses. To 
protect themselves, farm workers should 
be familiar with the different heat-related 
illnesses, prevention steps, and medical 
responses to heat stress. 
 
Causes of Heat-Related Illnesses 
Heat-related illnesses results when one or 
more of the body's natural cooling 
mechanisms fail. The body has several 
ways of cooling itself. Conduction occurs 
when heat is transferred between two 
objects in contact with each other, such as 
when ice is applied to the skin. Convection 
occurs when air surrounding the skin is 
replaced by cooler air, which is why fans 
make it seem cooler. Evaporation rids our 
bodies of heat through sweat. Finally, 
radiation occurs when the body loses heat 
to cooler surroundings, which is why air 
conditioning cools us. 
 
The human body's main defense against 
heat is perspiration which occurs when the 
surrounding environment is higher than 
the skin temperature. This response (a 
sympathetic nervous system reaction to 
the environment) allows the release of a 
chemical called acetylcholine that starts 
the sweat glands in the skin to release 
moisture and move it to the skin's outer 
surface for cooling. Unfortunately, in hot 
and humid weather, the moisture cannot 
always evaporate causing it to collect on 
the skin and increase the body's 
temperature and heart rate. When this 
occurs, the body sweats excessively 

draining the body of water and electrolytes 
which can result in a heat-related illness. 
The typical normal body temperature 
range is between 96 and 100 degrees F. 
Who Is At Risk? 
We are all at risk of sustaining a heat-
related illness if we don't protect 
ourselves, but the following groups may 
run a higher risk of developing a heat-
related illness: 

 Older populations 
 Infants 
 Individuals with certain medical 

conditions such as circulatory and/or 
heart problems or pregnancy 

 Individuals who are physically unfit or 
overweight 

 Individuals who have just consumed 
alcohol and/or drugs (including 
prescription medications) 

 Individuals with a lower heat tolerance 
level or those who have not fully 
acclimated to working in the heat 

 Individuals working in areas of high 
temperatures and humidity levels of 
specific environments (e.g., heat 
conducting surfaces) 

 Those workers that do not have 
adequate fluid intake levels. 

 Workers completing jobs in areas that 
have limited air flow to help with the 
cooling process. 
 

Types of Heat-Related Illnesses 
The following are the five heat-related 
illnesses listed from least to most severe: 
Heat Rash 
Heat rash is caused from excessive 
sweating during humid weather when 
sweat fails to evaporate from the skin and 
clogs pores. The most common symptoms 
of heat rash include red, blotchy skin or 
areas of pimples or small blisters. If 
severe, heat rash could develop into an 
infection. To prevent heat rash, wear 
clothing made from cool, breathable 
material, such as cotton. Keep your skin 
dry. If heat rash does develop, keep the 



 
 

area dry, treat it with corn starch and work 
in a cooler, less humid area. 
 
Heat Syncope 
Heat syncope, or fainting, affects people 
who aren't used to working in the heat or 
people who sit or stand for long periods of 
time. It is caused when the body pumps 
warm blood to the skin surface to remove 
heat via conduction, radiation, and 
convection. If a person remains 
sedentary, blood may pool in the lower 
body, reducing blood flow to the brain and 
causing fainting. It isn't serious, but it can 
be very scary to the victim or cause 
secondary injuries from falling. 
 
If an outdoor worker faints, administer the 
following treatment: get the victim to a 
cool place, have them lie down, elevate 
their feet to facilitate blood re-circulation 
to the heart and brain, provide liquids to 
drink, and consult a doctor. Heat syncope 
can be prevented by moving around 
periodically when you are doing sedentary 
work outside, taking periodic breaks, and 
adjusting gradually to working in the heat. 
 
Heat cramps 
Heat cramps usually affect the stomach, 
arms and/or legs and can be 
excruciatingly painful. They are caused by 
a loss of body fluids and electrolytes via 
sweating, which can upset the body's 
chemical balance. Cramps can happen 
during or after physical activity. To treat 
them, drink lots of water and massage 
affected muscles. Do not eat salt tablet 
because too much salt in our system may 
aggravate heat illness. High salt intake 
causes the body to retain water instead of 
sweating it away. 
 
Heat exhaustion 
Heat exhaustion is caused by a loss of 
body fluids and salts from sweating, and 
decreased blood flow to the brain and 
other organs. Symptoms include cool, 

pale, clammy skin; dizziness; headaches; 
cramps; nausea or vomiting; weakness; 
confusion; or even unconsciousness. To 
treat heat exhaustion, move the victim to 
a cool place, remove excess clothing, 
elevate their feet, and call for emergency 
medical treatment. If the victim is able to 
drink, give them plenty of cool fluids while 
waiting for help to arrive. 
 
Heat stroke 
Heat stroke is a complete failure of the 
body's temperature-regulating 
mechanisms and a medical emergency. 
Symptoms include hot, dry skin; a 105-
degree temperature or higher; confusion; 
anger; chills; nausea; dizziness; 
unconsciousness; convulsions; and 
delirium. In severe cases, the victim can 
become comatose. If not treated 
immediately, heat stroke may be fatal. 
Contact emergency medical professionals 
immediately if a person experiences any 
of these symptoms. While waiting for 
medical assistance, move the person to a 
cool place, remove the victim's outer 
clothing, slightly elevate their head and 
shoulder, and immerse them in cool water. 
If a pool of water is not available, sponge 
the victim's body with cold water until help 
arrives. Under these circumstances, do 
not give the victim anything to drink. 
 
Preventing Heat-Related Illnesses 
To prevent heat-related illnesses, 
following the guidelines below when 
working in the heat: 

 Drink approximately 8 oz. (1 cup) of 
water about every 15 - 30 minutes. 
(Note: Do not wait until you are thirsty to 
drink water!) 

 Avoid caffeine, alcohol, drugs and large 
amounts of sugar because they can 
speed up the dehydration process. 

 Wear lightweight, loose clothing and 
light colors that reflect sunlight. 

 Save strenuous work for the cool times 
of the day such as early morning or 



 

evening, and especially reschedule 
those tasks that require personal 
protective equipment. 

 Pace yourself and take 15 minute 
breaks in the shade every two hours. 

 Gradually adjust to working in the heat. 
 Check your prescription and over-the-

counter medication to determine if there 
are side effects when exposed to heat. 

 Talk to your physician if you have a 
chronic health condition to obtain any 
special recommendations for working in 
hot and humid environments. 

 If you are a farm owner or manager, 
educate your workers about the 
prevention and emergency response of 
heat-related illnesses. Also observe 

your employees for heat related 
problems as well. 

 Change work schedules and routines as 
possible if the heat and humidity index 
may exceed 105-degrees F. 
 

Summary 
Heat-related illnesses can be potentially 
dangerous and life-threatening to those 
individuals in a farming community but 
they can be prevented. When working 
outdoors in the heat, drink plenty of water 
before and during work activities, take 
breaks in a shaded area, pace yourself, 
and gradually adjust to working in the 
heat. Below is a summary reference chart 
that outlines the illness, symptoms, and 
treatment information presented above.

 

Heat 
Illness 

Symptoms Proper Treatment 

Heat Rash 
Red, blotchy skin rash or 
areas with clusters of 
pimples or small blisters 

Affected area should be kept dry, and treat with corn starch or powder. Rest in a cool place.  

Heat 
Syncope 

Lightheaded, fainting, or 
dizziness 

Move victim to a cool place; they should lie down and elevate their feet. Give the victim plenty 
of cool fluids. 

Heat 
Cramps 

Pain in stomach and/or 
legs 

Stop activity and drink plenty of water. Massage affected muscles. 

Heat 
Exhaustion 

Cool, pale, clammy skin; 
dizziness; headache; 
cramps; nausea or 
vomiting; weakness; 
confusion or 
unconsciousness 

If conscious, give plenty of cool fluids. Remove excess clothing and apply cool compresses. 
Contact emergency medical services. 

Heat 
Stroke 

Hot, dry skin; 
temperature of 105 
degrees or higher; 
confusion; anger; chills; 
nausea; dizziness; 
unconsciousness, 
convulsions; and delirium 

Immediately contact emergency medical services. Move the person to a cool place and keep 
their head and shoulders elevated. Remove outer clothing and cool the body (e.g., cool 
water, wet towels or sheets, or immersion). 

Resources 
Heat-related illnesses and agricultural producers. (2012) Farm and Ranch eXtension in Safety and Health (FReSH) 
Community of Practice. 
Water.Rest.Shade: The work can't get done without them (n.d.) Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://articles.extension.org/pages/62261/heat-related-illnesses-and-agricultural-producers
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatillness/


 
 

 

Cornell Extension offers advice on 
keeping backyard poultry healthy 
amid recent salmonella outbreak 
By Nancy Glazier, Cornell Cooperative 

Extension’s NWNY Dairy, Livestock & Field 
Crops Team 

Biosecurity for Backyard Poultry 
Recently there has been an outbreak of 
salmonella in 42 states and as of June 23, a total 
of 465 people have been infected. This is nearly 
twice the number of illnesses compared to last 
year’s outbreak. Symptoms include fever, 
diarrhea, and stomach cramps. All of these 
cases have been attributed to backyard poultry, 
with infections coming from baby chicks. 
 
Biosecurity is a practice followed on farms to 
help ensure everyone stays healthy. It’s 
important for backyard flocks, too. A system of 
practices should include a comprehensive 
approach to cover many aspects for potential 
disease problems.  
 
Safe handling is critical. Hopefully one thing 
you’ve learned during the past few months is the 
importance of handwashing. That goes for 
handling chicks or chickens, too. Keep them out 
of the house and don’t let young children handle 
them. And please don’t kiss your chickens.  
 
Be aware when buying new birds. Poultry 
purchased and brought to the home or farm 
should be quarantined for 30 days prior to 
adding to an older flock. Quarantined birds need 
to be far enough away from the home group so 
they can’t touch beaks, share water or feed, or 
contact manure. Make sure the area is cleaned, 
disinfected and dry before new birds are moved 
in. 
 
Try to source chicks from hatcheries or flocks 
that are NPIP certified – National Poultry 
Improvement Program. The voluntary program 
works with hatcheries to test for a number of 
diseases to reduce risks to those purchasing 
chicks. 
 
Keep a separate pair of footwear for use in the 
henhouse. Your birds may look healthy, but they 
could have disease which you don’t want to 

track into the house or somewhere else from 
their manure. If you have visitors, it’s best to 
keep them away from your birds.  
 
Watch out for wildlife and pests. Wild birds can 
transmit or be carriers of diseases to poultry by 
contaminating feed or housing. Flies can also 
carry infectious diseases so do your best to 
keep populations at a minimum. Keep rodent 
populations under control. Keep tall grass cut or 
trimmed around the perimeter of the henhouse 
to deter them; they won’t want to risk being 
caught by predators. 
 
Keep your herd or flock healthy. Keep things 
clean to keep your flock happy and healthy. 
Always have feed and clean water available. 
Chickens are fun to raise and watch, just 
remember to do it safely.  
 
More information can be found at:  
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultr
y-05-20/index.html 
 

 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-05-20/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-05-20/index.html


 

  

 



 
 

 
 



  



 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
   of Steuben County 
20 East Morris Street 
Bath, NY  14810 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
FOR LEASE/RENT  
 

6+ acres for lease for organic cultivation. Must have ag exemption. Call 607 483-8758 between 10:30 AM and 
5:00 PM, M – F.  
 
Available For Rent: Steuben County SWCD has an Esch 10’ No-Till Drill for rent.  Rates are $12-$25/acre based 
on number of acres planted. Delivery/pickup available. Please call (607)776-7398 ext.3 for more information. 
 
Seeking conservation minded individual with interests in permaculture to rent 3-4 acre, gentle grade, southern 
exposure field for agricultural production in Steuben County, NY. Acceptable practices include organic vegetable 
production, small scale poultry, and organic greenhouse or high tunnel production. Other considerations will be 
determined by owner. Improved, uncultivated ground will require proper preparation for success. Currently no 
housing available on the property, but can be discussed with owner in the future. Contact CCE Steuben at 607-
664-2574 for further information.   
  
Attention Cattle Farmers:  I have pasture/farmland for rent, 40-50 acres, reasonable rate. Located in Steuben 
County on State Rt. 63.  Contact Marian Crawford at 585-728-5303. 


