
Recent educational programming by CCE Onondaga includes:
• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Hike and iMapInvasives Training - 3/8/20
• Rain Gardens Webinar - 5/21/20
• Invasive Mussels Webinar - 6/10/20 

Stay tuned for additional programming to be announced! 

Resources from workshops are posted to the CCE Onondaga website at: 
www.cceonondaga.org. If you’re not on our mailing list, be sure to sign up 
for notices about upcoming programs: http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP 

The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to protect the water 
quality of Skaneateles Lake, a treasured resource that serves as the primary 

drinking water for 200,000 homes from Skaneateles to the City of Syracuse. The 
City of Syracuse has funded this program since its inception in 1996. 

Keep reading for more information on water quality happenings in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed!

New Skaneateles Lake Watershed Website! 
www.skanlakeinfo.org 

Camille Marcotte - Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County

People who live, work, or play around Skaneateles Lake now have a website, 
SkanLakeInfo.org, for comprehensive information about Skaneateles Lake 
and the watershed! 

SkanLakeInfo.org has sections on: boating; agriculture; landscaping; 
frequently asked questions; lake temperature and elevation; and City of 
Syracuse watershed programs. The site also provides information on Harmful 
Algae Blooms (HABs) and invasive species, critical environmental issues 
facing the lake. The website brings together a wide range of information 
about Skaneateles Lake and promotes a healthy future for the lake and 
watershed.

Press about the website:
• Watch CCE Onondaga Water and Ecology Educator, Camille Marcotte, talk 

about the new website on Bridge Street on News Channel 9 - July 1, 2020
• Read more about the website in this news release - July 10, 2020

This website is an effort of the Skaneateles Municipal Watershed Partnership, which 
includes: The City of Syracuse, The Town of Niles, The Town of Scott, The Town 
of Sempronius, The Town of Spafford, The Town of Skaneateles, The Village of 

Skaneateles, Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County and Onondaga County 
Soil & Water Conservation District.
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Watershed Planning, Surveillance, and Monitoring
Aimee Clinkhammer - NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) Finger Lakes Water Hub is continuing to work with 
residents, citizen scientists, the Skaneateles Lake Association, and the Skaneateles Lake community at large. 
There are a variety of efforts underway to protect and further study Skaneateles Lake water quality.

• Watershed Planning - Recently we’ve been involved with Skaneateles Lake stakeholders on developing a 
clean water plan called a Nine Element Plan for the Skaneateles Watershed. More info about Clean Water 
Plans: www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/103264.html  

• HABs Surveillance - We are continuing to support the Skaneateles Lake Association on their harmful algal 
bloom (HAB) Surveillance Program which started in 2018 by training new and return volunteers next month. 
In 2019, DEC debuted a new HABs reporting system, NYHABS, a GIS based platform available to the public 
which shows active and archived blooms statewide (on.ny.gov/nyhabs).  

• Summer Water Quality Monitoring - As part of the Governor’s HABs Initiative, water quality sensors will 
again be installed in the lake for the third summer in a row. Real-time and historic water quality data can be 
accessed at: ny.water.usgs.gov/maps/habs. DEC and USGS are working together to analyze the large amount 
of data collected under this program to learn more about factors that lead to HABs. 

• Citizen Science - We are also excited to continue DEC’s Citizen Statewide Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP) 
on Skaneateles Lake. CSLAP is a partnership between NYSDEC, NYS Federation of Lake Associations and lake 
associations/residents who help monitor and collect critical lake data. Citizen scientists on Skaneateles Lake 
collect surface and deep samples at two locations on the lake 8 times between June and October. Results 
from CSLAP efforts in 2017 and 2018 have been published in a Finger Lakes Regional Water Quality Report and 
is available on NYSDEC’s website at: www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/2018flwqreport.pdf 

• Winter Water Quality Monitoring - On a calm and cloudy April day, the Hub finished the last round of a three-
year pilot Finger Lakes Winter Sampling Program. On Skaneateles Lake we took water clarity measurements 
with a Secchi disk which is lowered into the water until it’s no longer visible. Skaneateles has very clear water, 
but this day was especially clear. We took the deepest Secchi disk that we’ve ever seen in the Finger Lakes at 
24 meters. At almost 80 feet, that’s roughly equivalent to an 8-story building!  

We look forward to continuing to work with the Skaneateles Lake community on monitoring and protecting 
Skaneateles Lake and we hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy.

USGS water quality monitoring sensor located on the pier in the Village of Skaneateles, photo credit: USGS
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Our Lakes, Our Future, Working Together in the Finger Lakes
Olivia Green, Finger Lakes Water Quality Specialist - The Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy is a global conservation organization. Our mission is to protect the land and water on 
which all life depends. 

The Finger Lakes are the lifeblood of our region. They provide us with drinking water, support our economy, and 
provide habitat for fish and wildlife. Today, the Finger Lakes face a growing threat: harmful algal blooms. Too 
much algae is a big problem: it prevents us from swimming, fishing, and boating and can cause shorelines to shut 
down, hurting our economy. 

Thankfully, many in our community have come together to protect the lakes we love and depend upon. Working 
with diverse partners, The Nature Conservancy has helped improve water quality in the western lakes. We have 
protected nearly 15,000 acres in the Finger Lakes region and led a restoration project at Honeoye Lake that is 
removing up to 30 percent of the problematic nutrients and sediments that enter the lake each year.

In 2018, The Nature Conservancy began working in the eastern Finger Lakes region. Focused on the Owasco and 
Skaneateles watersheds, our priority is to ensure our lakes are healthy by:
• Identifying and preserving the lands most critical to healthy lakes
• Partnering with farmers and soil and water conservation districts to improve soil health
• Collaborating with partners to improve how we collectively manage our watersheds
• Reducing pollution and runoff into our lakes by restoring tributaries 

Want to learn more? Visit our website at www.nature.org/newyork or call Olivia Green in Auburn at (315)370-5818.

Take the ‘Lake Friendly Land Care Pledge’ Today! 
Frank Moses, Executive Director - Skaneateles Lake Association

The Skaneateles Lake Association (SLA) invites you to help protect Skaneateles Lake by signing the Lake Friendly 
Land Care pledge. Do what you can to help keep the lake healthy and beautiful. Your actions matter!

Take the pledge today and volunteer to display a “We Practice Lake Friendly Land Care” sign. Signs are free for 
current SLA members who take the pledge. Find out more by visiting skaneateleslake.org/lake-friendly/  

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/new-york/?vu=r.v_newyork
https://skaneateleslake.org/lake-friendly/
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This newsletter was created by Camille Marcotte of Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga 
County and Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse Water Dept. Special thank you to our partnering 

contributors.
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programming in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed is 
provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Stay connected! 
Join our Water Quality List-serve to recieve digital WAVE Reviews, event announcements, and more. 

Skaneateles Watershed Residents and those looking to protect water quality
in their community are encouraged to join.  

List serve accessible through this direct link http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP or by visiting our website at 
www.cceonondaga.org and searching for our ‘Skaneateles Lake’ landing page.

 
Don’t forget to check out the new Skaneateles Lake Watershed website at www.skanlakeinfo.org

Important Contacts for the Skaneateles Watershed

Cayuga County Health Department 315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department 607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits (Onondaga & Cayuga) 315-426-7438
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits Sub-office (Cortland) 607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response 800-457-7362
NYS DEC Region 7 Water & Wastewater (Stormwater, Dam Safety, Flood Control) 315-426-7500 
Onondaga County Health Department 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles) 315-448-8366

http://www.skanlakeinfo.org

