
DIY Recycled Paper 

Making your own paper can be a lot of fun. You can use all different types of paper to be recycled into new paper. 

Even if it has writing! Below you will find instructions on how to recycle old paper into new paper- and how to 

customize it as well!  

Materials  

 Used paper (can be anything even with writing or pictures on it)  

 Scissors  

 Bowl 

 Blender 

 Paper towels 

 Baking sheet 

 Spoon  

 5X7 picture frame (or any size you may have around)  

 Window screening  

Step 1: Prepare your screen!  

To set up your paper mold you will be using the frame of the picture and cut a piece of window screening to fit 

inside the picture frame. This is where we will have the pulp (soaked and grinded paper) to sit and set later on. A 

good rule of thumb is one handful of shredded paper should soak in at least one cup of water.  

Step 2: Shred and soak!  

Time to prepare our paper. You are going to want to either rip (or shred) your paper into small pieces (1 inch or 

smaller will do). Once you have shredded your paper you are going to want to soak your paper in water for at least 

an hour. The longer it soaks the easier it will be to blend it into pulp 

Step 3: Blend!  

Add your paper and water into a blender. It should take approximately 30 seconds to blend it into a pulp. The 

mixture should be like a runny oatmeal!  

Step 4: Time to set!  

You should add your picture frame screen on top of a cooking sheet or tray. This is because liquid may drip down 

off of your screen. This is a good way to contain the mess. Take your pulp and use a spoon to press it evenly across 

the screen. This will help squeeze out the excess water and help the pulp set on the screen. Let the new paper sit 

for a couple of minutes before transferring it to a paper towel to dry.  

Remember to rinse your screen after each paper sheet being made! The fibers can get stuck in the screen making it 

hard to take the new paper off in the future.  

Let the paper sit on the paper towels until dry. You may also put the new paper in the sun to set faster. This should 

take a few hours. After that you have your own repurposed paper to use!  

Optional Step: Get creative!  

You can customize your paper in many different ways. You can add essential oils to the pulp to give it a scent, add 

food coloring to give your paper a color, or even add petals or leaves while the paper is setting on the screen for a 

creative look. You can also use cookie cutters to create cool shapes as well! There are many ways to customize this 

project and we’d love to see what you create!  
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